Union Springs

Herald

“People you know, news you can trust since 1866”
Our 156th Year, Issue 46

Wednesday, November 16, 2022

$2.00

Arrest made in burglary
On November 11, 2022 at
Police arrived, noticed an
approximately 10:30 p.m., open window, and entered
the resident of the 600 block the residence to find the vicof North Martin Luther tim with a gunshot wound.
King Boulevard called the
Union Springs Police Department regarding someone in his home.
The resident stated his
dogs were barking, which
got him to look around the
residence.
When the victim returned
to his bedroom, he heard a
noise coming from the bedroom next to him. This was
when a shot rang out, hitGregory Kentai Jones
ting the victim. The victim
Arrested
in burglary and
returned fire in the direction
escaped
from jail
where the shot came from.

Thank You

Medics were called and later transported the victim to
a hospital in Montgomery
for treatment.
Investigator Gary Lewis
of the Union Springs Police Department processed
the scene gathering prints

detained the two people of
interest for questioning.
These two people of interest were developed as
suspects and placed in custody without incident.
Gregory Kentai Jones,
Black Male, age 22, a res-

ident of Fort Gaines, GA,
and Thomas Wilson, Black
Male, age 33, a resident of
Union Springs, AL, were
charged with Attempted
Murder and Burglary 1st.
They both were placed in
jail.

Escaped inmate captured
Authorities have found
and arrested an escaped
inmate from Bullock
County Jail. According to the Alabama Law
Enforcement
Agency
(ALEA), on November

14, 2022 around 5:15
p.m., 22-year-old Gregory K. Jones of Fort
Gaines, Georgia, was
found beneath a residence
on Brown Street in Union
Springs.

Jones was taken into
custody and is now back
at the Bullock County
Jail.
There is no word on the
charges the inmate faces.
Multiple agencies with

ALEA, the Union Springs
Police Department, the
Bullock County Sheriff’s
Office, and the K-9 Team
with the Alabama Department of Corrections all
assisted in this arrest.

ALEA Trooper May receive Distinguished Service Awards
Trooper Charles May
with ALEA’s Opelika Highway Patrol Post was instrumental in the rescue effort
of a missing hunter on Sat-

Bullock County Sheriff
Raymond "Buck" Rodgers
would like to thank
the citizens of
Bullock County for
allowing him to be
Sheriff for another 4 years,
looking forward to the
years to come

and D.N.A. to be sent to the
Lab in Montgomery. These
prints led the Investigator to
two people of interest.
On November 12, 2022,
Investigator Lewis, Bullock
County deputies, and other
officers made contact and

urday, Jan. 22.
When Trooper May received a request from the
Bullock County Sheriff’s
Office for assistance, he

immediately took the ini- the severe cold weather and
tiative to contact his super- conditions.
visor and gain authorization
He then contacted an indito wear appropriate attire
See MAY Page 3
which was necessary for

From left to right, ALEA Highway Patrol Troopers- Sr. Trooper Kenneth Powell, Sr. Trooper Charles May, Colonel
Jimmy Helms, Sr. Trooper Hunter Odom, Sr. Trooper Ryan Heacox.

Coach Spears speaks to students

Read the
Herald
If you have
Trucks, Commercial
or Fleet you should
renew your tag this
month. To better assist
you, bring your current
insurance card and
driver’s license and
tag receipt.

Probate Judge
James E. Tatum
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On Monday, Coach Willie Spears returned to Union
Springs to speak to South
Highlands Middle School
students and Bullock County High School students.
His visit was sponsored by
Jenks Parker and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
Since stepping down from
his position as administrator
and head football coach at
Valiant Cross Academy in
Montgomery, Coach Spears
spent a few months as an
assistant football coach at
Enterprise High School before becoming a full-time
motivational speaker.
He speaks to over twenty
groups per month in over
five states.
“In the past two weeks, I
have spoken in Mississip-

pi, South Carolina, Florida,
Oklahoma, and now Alabama. I am blessed with
inspiring people all over
the country, and often, I
get to share the good news
of Jesus,” Spears said after
speaking in Union Springs.
He also commented on
how well-behaved the middle school students were
and believes Kela Browder
is the perfect fit for South
Highlands Middle School.
However, the most exciting part of his trip was back
on the high school campus,
where he spent two years
as a teacher and coach.
Coach Spears challenged
the students to make good
decisions and asked them to
always pray for themselves,
their families, their school,
and their community.

Coach Willie Spears and Jada Smith
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