
John and Gregory are the most common names 
among the popes. In its more than 2,000 years of 
existence, the Catholic Church has had 264 ponti�s 
across 266 papacies, who have taken a total of 84 
papal names.
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John, the popes’ favorite name

Like Francis, 47 popes have adopted
their name for the first time.

Clement
14

John
21 times

Benedict
15

Gregory
16

Leo
13

Alexander
7

Sergius
4

Anastasius
4

Honorius
4

Pius
12

Urban
8

Stephen
9

Innocent
13

Boniface
8

Paul 6

Sixtus
5

Celestine 5

Adrian
6

Nicholas
5

Eugene
4


