A festive evening awaits

Hampton Falls brings the holidays home with its first Christmas Market

By Kathleen D. Bailey

Special to the Union Leader

AREN SABATINI, coor-

dinator for the Hampton

Falls Farmers Market,

listened as market baker

Liz Blankenship discussed
what she’ll be bringing to the first
Christmas Market. When Sabatini
mentioned her sourdough starter,
Sabatini said, “I need to buy one
for my niece.”

The town of Hampton Falls
will once again gather for its an-
nual Christmas tree lighting on
Saturday, Dec. 6. But this year
the event will be a full holiday
festival, with several town depart-
ments and organizations pitching
in to create memories.

The town’s first Christmas
Market goes up Saturday, Dec.

6, from 4 to 7 p.m., on the Town
Common. There will be some-
thing for everybody, even the
organizers.

Sabatini said the Christmas
market is an outgrowth of the
spring, summer and fall markets.
The town hasn’t been without
holiday cheer, according to her.

“The Rec Department coordi-
nates the tree lighting. Santa and
Mrs. Claus arrive by fire truck,
there’s hot chocolate and cookies,
there’s music.” It's “heartwarm-
ing” and “quintessential New
England,” she said.

But she and Rec Committee
member Linda Savoy wanted to
see more, and they brainstormed.
They came up with the idea of the
Christmas Market and ran it by
others.

Savoy said, “This year we
wanted to get as many depart-
ments involved as possible.” So
they reached out.

Librarian Erin Sniderman has

The Clauses will make a triumphant return to Hampton Falls in the Dec. 6 Christmas Market on the Common.

traditionally set up displays on
how different cultures celebrate
in December, and she agreed to
take her Festival of Lights to the
Common.

The Historical Society agreed
to provide the cocoa and cookies,
while the Friends of the Band-

stand signed on for hot cider and
doughnuts and at least one live
band.

They reached out to local busi-
nesses, too. Dodge’s, the Agway
store, agreed to run a tree-and-
wreath sale, while the Tonry Tree
Farm donated both a fresh tree to

COURTESY

raffle and the town tree to light.
The Rec Department will have
a make-and-take ornament activ-
ity, so families can decorate the
tree they win or buy at the event.
Then there’s the market itself,
modeled in part on the classic
German Christmas markets.

According to Sabatini, about 20
vendors have signed on, and she
expects more. Some are hold-
overs from the summer market,
some new.

Blankenship, who bakes sour-

See Hampton, Page (2

Three seasonal shows highlight Weathervane Theatre’s winter stage

COURTESY/GRACE L. KRAMER
Marisa Kirby reprises her star turn as Cindy Lou Who for a third year in “Who’s Holiday” at the Mountain View Grand in Whitefield.

By Kathleen D. Bailey

Special to the Union Leader

Ethan Paulini, artistic
director for Whitefield’s
Weathervane Theatre, re-
members one patron who
bought tickets for one of
the theater’s holiday shows,
“Who's Holiday,” as soon
as they went on sale. “They
told me, ‘T'm going to bring
my elderly mother and
watch her blush,” Paulini
recalled with glee.

Weathervane’s fourth
holiday show season brings
a little spice and a lot of
nice to the North Country.
The three productions may
appeal to different demo-
graphics, but they all aim to
bring a little more Christ-
mas spirit to the Great
North Woods.

The holiday shows are
staged at the Mountain
View Grand Resort, also in
Whitefield.

First up is “Who’s
Holiday,” described on the
website as “a wildly funny

adults-only comedy about
The Grinch’s Cindy Lou
Who, who is now all grown
up, just released from jail
and lives in a trailer park.”

Weathervane is in its
third year of staging the
comedy. Paulini was as sur-
prised as anyone when the
raunchy piece got accepted
by his audiences.

“We were doing ‘Mama
Mia’ in the summer
repertory season, and I
announced the holiday
programming in my curtain
speech,” he said.

By the next day, 78 of
the venue’s 200 seats were
already sold, and all three
shows sold out within a
week.

He knew he was on to
something. Last year there
were four performances,
sold out by September, and
this year he’s considering
adding a fifth.

“Who’s Holiday” was
written by Matt Lombardo

See Weathervane, Page (5
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dough bread for the sum-
mer market, will have her
breads on hand along with
homemade pretzels.

“We’ll have fine jewelry,
Liz's bread, goat soap,
honey, meat and seafood,”
Sabatini said.

The Police Department
will hand out goodie bags
and safety information,
and the Fire Department
will wire the community
tree.

But the holidays aren’t
just about cocoa and shop-
ping, and with this event,
the committee intends
to touch townspeople’s
hearts. Resident Anne
Lane has run her own
food collection event for KATHLEEN BAILEY PHOTO
four years. “She callsitthe ~ From left, Erin Sniderman, Linda Savoy, Liz Blankenship and Karen Sabatini go over holiday-
‘Reverse Advent Calendar’  themed books in preparation for the Dec. 6 Christmas Market, an expansion on the town
food drive,” Blankenship Christmas tree lighting.
contributed.

Lane puts out lists of
components for a holiday
dinner, townspeople pick
them up along with boxes,
and they add an item to
their box every day for the
month of December.

Last year 215 boxes were
filled and returned to Lane;

this year the hope is for
250, according to Blanken-
COURTESY Shlp
The sleighbell creations of Diane Louise Paul will be among the She added that Lane has

fine crafts offered in the Christmas Market to be held Saturday,

ific lists,
Dec. 6, on the Hampton Falls Town Common. two or three specific lsts

depending on what local

food pantries are short on.
“For example, St. Vincent

de Paul might be short on

CUT YOUR OWN| et
goes on the St. Vincent list, __|

she said. The Hampton Falls bandstand will be aglow when the town tree lighting and other events
C HRI STMAS TREE S The Lincoln Akerman combine with the town’s first Christmas Market on Dec. 6.
School PTO also will have a

Opening Day presence with their Giving o . ‘ _
Nov 28" at 1pm Tree, Savoy said. . been mounting displays town is closely knit, all the  connect from their phor,lyes,
And the town’s Nativity ~ on Christmas, Hanukkah, =~ women noticed that the even if just for one hour!
""" W reath S & - scene will be on display, Kwanzaa, Diwali and more. same people showed up for ~ The Christmas Market
Sabatini said. “It expands the con- everything. With the Christ- is hosted by the Hampton
M aple Syrup Sniderman has been versation,” Sniderman mas market, Blankenship ~ Falls town committees and
------------------------ offering her Festival of explained. “It may expose  said, they hopetosee afull ~departments; the library;
Lights inside the library for =~ somebody to the greater community turn-out. recreation department; po-
several years, but now she’s  conversation. It brings us “We're going to make it lice and fire departments;
ready to take it to the com-  together” happen,” she said, adding, = and the Hampton Falls
. munity. And that’s the commit- “It's awonderful environ- ~ Farmers Market.
www.rossviewfarm.com “The idea is looking at tee’s goal: To bring Hamp-  ment to pull everyone For more information,
District #5 Rd - Concord, NH (603) 228-4872 |  how other cultures cel- ton Falls together for one together” visit hamptonfallsfarmers
Weekends 9a-3p; Wed, Thu, Fri 1p-4p ebrate light,” she said. She’s magical night. While the And, Savoy said, “to dis-  market.com.
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= Design at Your Home

- computer Rendering
kitchen

Visit Our Beautiful New Nashua Showroom to
Get Your Bath or Kitchen Remodel Started!

(978) 621-3501 175 Amherst Street, Nashua - Open 7 days

We Renovate

N S N

M N

N & N
N &

per Year

Serving: Southern NH &
all of Eastern Mass

45 % discount on the very finest
“custom kitchen cabinets”

- Large selection of semi-custom kitchen cabinetsin
many stains and paint colors, at very attractive prices.

- For your shower walls, choose tiles or grout-free panels
of engineered stone and other materials

- Beautiful glass shower doors

- Quartz & exotic granite counters in Nashua showroom

Always, Free design and Free Computer rendering at your home

- Cabinet re-facing and kitchen cabinet
painting also available.

- Custom or Semi-Custom Cabinets in
many stains or painted colors

- We have our 22 workers to control the
quality of work (plumbers, electrician,
carpenters, plasterers, etc.)

- Complete bathroom & kitchen
remodels, done by our own workers

Local licensed electricians and plumbers

175 Amherst Street, Nashua, NH Call now (978) 621-3501
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Won’t Want to Miss!

November 28 & 29
2-Day Exclusive Event
Say “yes” to your dream dress
and enjoy 10% off all ordered
Maggie Sottero gowns during this
limited-time designer promotion.

November 28 - December 22

The savings continue! Discover
stunning off-the-rack gowns at
exceptional discounted prices—perfect
for brides secking affordable elegance!

l’. : Bridal Sale Event You
‘-

*Receive an entry to win a special gift

"'A" Is calm "'A" Is Bright basket with purchase of a bridal gown.
Shopping Local Always Feels So Right Spots felf feust—call or

A ()()/f( youre (yJ/)()/'/zlllz('/zl
orline /()(/((ly.’

17 Main Street, Jaffrey, NH | 603.532.7641
www.countrybridals.com

Open 9-5 Monday-Saturday | Peterborough, NH E3
603-924-7203 | steelesstationers.com | 40 Main Street

20% Oft r
Fuller’s Maple Producls Grom

Christmas

Pure maple products, made
BLACK FRIDAY SALE in NH’s White Mountains.

From gift baskets and boxes to

NOV. 28 - DEC. 1. 2025 stocking stuffers and more -

spread the joy of pure maple
SHOP IN STORE & ONLINE this holiday season.

Premium Fraser Christmas Trees
Jrom our Colebrook, NH farm

2 LOCATIONS
* Ben Franklin Store, 15 Freetown Rd., Raymond, NH
¢ 1051 So. Willow St., Manchester, NH
(DSW/Guitar Center Parking Lot)

Opening Day is Black Friday at 1pm

Sunday 9am-6pm, Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm
(Manchester lot open 1/2 hour later)

603-237-5702
www.SIBGOTREE.com

Like us on Facebook Sibgo Tree Company

267 Main Street, Lancaster, NH « 877-788-2719 - FullersSugarhouse.com

Making space for those
who matter most.

That’s MERRIMACK Style!

We're now offering construction loans for
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)—a smart
way to expand your living space and your
impact. Whether you're housing a family
member or generating rental income, opting
for an ADU helps increase housing options
and affordability right in your own backyard.

Scan to learn more!

* Scanning this QR code
may result in additional
charges from your carrier
or phone service provider.

themerrimack.com | 800.541.0006

MERRIMACK Member

COUNTY SAVINGS BANK nmLs 433938 FDIC e
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COURTESY/MARISA KIRBY
Jorge Donoso returns to the wardrobe in the family-friendly
courTesy/LEW wHITENER  favorite “The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe,” playing at the
Weathervane Theatre brings back a holiday version of Tom Dudzick’s “Miracle on South Division Street,” first performed in 2020. Mountain View Grand in Whitefield as part of the Weathervane
From left are Marisa Kirby, Jorge Donoso, Monica Rosenblatt and Deborah Osborne. Theatre’s holiday offerings.

Weathervane

From Page C1
and had a New York run, in addi- . ) It's sharing the experience with
tion to being performed all over ‘Who's Holiday’ ‘The Lion, the Witch ‘Miracle on people you love, in a celebratory
the country, according to Paulini. r / ivici 4 way.”

“The audiences love it,” he said. ; Wh‘eSn .tFn((jiay, “ OV %gl a,: 4and and the Wardrobe South Division Street The Weathervane is the north-
“It’s a little naughty, and they ; p-m.; adu{hay’ d°V-D ) 34 i:" When: Sunday, Nov. 30, at When: Tuesday, Dec. 2, at ernmost professional theater in
think, ‘We're laughing at things p.m.;and Ihursday, Vec. 4, a 1 p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m.; Wednesday, Dec. 3, at New Hampshire, one hour from
that shouldn’t be laughed at.” 7pm. Ta.m. 2p.m; Friday, Dec. 5, at 7 p.m; the Canadian border, and the area

The play is now a tradition and Saturday, Dec. 6, at 2 p.m. gets the worst of Granite State
with his northern audiences, he winters.
said. “It’s like “The Nutcracker, ‘A But that doesn’t stop his hardy
Christmas Carol, only it’s rated Country, Paulini said. It involves  viding the North Country with its first “The Lion, the Witchand  audiences, Paulini said. “We're
R, he quipped. a family in Buffalo, a father who  professional repertory theater. the Wardrobe.” That produc- used to it up here”

Paulini aims to reach all audi-  moved from Poland in World War The partnership with Mountain ~ tion of the Lewis classic brought Paulini, who grew up in Boston
ences with his programming, so I, three children and a statue of =~ View Grand began three years hundreds of schoolchildren, he ~ and lives in New York on the off-
the second show of the season the Virgin Mary that may notbe  ago, according to Paulini. “We recalled. season, said, “I've always had the
will be “The Lion, The Witchand =~ Mary after all. were doing fall shows and small “We have other ideas, butthe  best of the best at my fingertips.
the Wardrobe,” based on the “Miracle” has been a harder holiday shows,” he recalled. “The  ones that are popular, people The arts have given me my iden-
beloved children’s classic by C.S.  sell than the first two shows, resort was looking for an experi-  ask for time and time again,” he tity, my career”

Lewis. This play has been a staple  perhaps because it’s unfamiliar, ~ ence for their guests.” said. Last year brought a “Who’s” The North Country deserves
in their repertoire, and Paulini but Paulini promised that those So they teamed up. The first reprise and a musical review, the “best of the best” too, he
likes the idea that it's more than ~ who see it will love it. The play year featured the first perfor- “North Country Christmas,’ believes. He's eager to see young
just one night. “People will seek  provides the ambience of a family mance of “Who’s Holiday” and which he plans to offer againona people experience the options
out the movie version, they’ll gathered around the TV, laughing a show called “Winter Wonder- rotating basis. and the different viewpoints the
read the book with their grand- together at an old sitcom, he said, ettes” based on a Ronettes-type Despite the busyness of the arts bring.

children,” he said. adding, “When word gets out, girl singing group. season, and the weather, Paulini And for “Who'’s Holiday,” he

The third production is this will be our best show.” In the second year, “Who’s has no trouble filling the seats advised, “Get a sitter”

“Miracle on South Division The Weathervane has been Holiday” returned, by popular at the Mountain View Grand. For more information, visit
Street,” and it's new to the North  in existence for 60 years, pro- demand, and the rep crew did “The draw,” he said, “is tradition. = weathervanenh.org.
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Global Christmas Market blends world traditions with local giving
Area artists, vendors and nonprofits unite to support families facing rising food insecurity

By Darrell Halen

Special to the Union Leader

During the early 2000s,
while he was in Germany
for the Air Force, Phil
Meyer visited Christmas
markets in Europe and
enjoyed, as he recalls, “the
food, the smells, the lights,
the vendors, the overall
experience of performers.”’

Now, Meyer, who lives in
Pelham, is teaming up with
other good-hearted people
to create a similar experi-
ence for shoppers that will
raise money to help feed
the food-insecure in the
Nashua and Merrimack
areas.

New Hampshire World
Christmas Market, a new
family-friendly holiday
celebration, will feature
some of New England’s
best foods and beverages,
along with products made
by talented local artists
and artisans, according to
organizers.

The event, they say, will
“bring together the magic
of Christmas with the rich
cultural heritage of New
England and beyond” and
will celebrate craftsman-
ship, community spirit and
global holiday traditions.

The market will be held
Dec. 13 and 14 at Anheus-
er-Busch Biergarten, 221
Daniel Webster Highway,
Merrimack.

The event will be pre-
sented by Nourish New
England, a nonprofit,
all-volunteer organization
that was officially launched
close to a year ago. One
of its main objectives is to
support food banks and
soup kitchens.

“What we’'re attempting
to do at events like this one,
and others we've been a
part of; is to raise funds to
actually fund and also sup-
port and supply those other

COURTESY

Sunny Valley Farms out of Amherst is a garden center, specialty food store and gift shop. For the

market, it is providing hot cider donuts, hot cider, coffee, hot dogs, Christmas decorations and the

Christmas greens shown above.

nonprofits that are other
supporting people in need,’
said Meyer, one of the orga-
nization’s leaders.
Although inspired by cel-
ebrations in Europe, Christ-
mas around the world is

the event’s theme.

Food will include Brazil-
ian cuisine; roasted glazed
nuts made by a Filipino
couple; boba tea, a Tai-
wanese drink; and raclette
sandwiches, known for

their cheese from Switzer-
land and France.

Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be there. So, too, will
elves. There will be a DJ
and music throughout the
event, including at least

COURTESY

Abella Gourmet Nuts out of Claremont will deliver the aroma of
fresh-roasted glazed cashews, almonds, pecans and walnuts to

the market.

two bands, and the Granite
State Ringers, a hand-

bell choir. Activities will
include a photo booth and
a Kids Zone featuring face
painting, games and more.
Anheuser also will open its
gift shop.

The event’s participat-
ing artists and artisans will
have a variety of items to
purchase including cut-
ting boards, ornaments,
candles, carved wood, felt
gnomes, dream catchers,
soaps, stained glass and
crocheted items.

Although three local
places providing food
access will be the chief
beneficiaries of the event’s
proceeds, Meyer hopes
the Christmas market

will become an annual
event, whose help spreads
throughout New England.

“Ilove it because it gives
back to community,” said
Kendra Smith, owner of
Soel Sistas, a Nashua cafe,
catering and food truck
business, and one of the
event’s food vendors.

The cause is close to her
heart. Smith heads Feed
the Kids, a Nashua orga-
nization that amongst its
good works provides food
to students during sum-
mers.

A former lunch lady for
the Nashua School District,
Smith saw students who
experienced food inse-

See Market, Page (8
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Get Screened for Someone You Love

You may be eligible for FREE breast and cervical cancer screening if you
have no insurance OR insurance with high out of pocket costs.

Schedule your screening today.
Early detection saves lives.

Division of Public Health

Visit

dhhs.nh.gov/BCCP

or scan the code

If you need assistance

Call: 603 271 4931
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Cetebrating 25 Olears of Goeellence

Git. 200/

Morocco -
A Tale of Arabian
Nights
March 20-31, 2026

Journey through Morocco’s magical landscapes — from the lively souks We have the
of Marrakech to the golden dunes of the Sahara. Experience the rhythm,

color, and charm of a land where every day feels like a page from perfect g ift in

A Thousand and One Nights. .
the perfect size
for your special

Virginia someone.
International

Tattoo - Give the gift of
Celebrating travel! Call or
America 250!
aprit 1621, 2026 (@) stop by our office.
Celebrate our nation’s birthday with us at The Virginia International
Tattoo. Blending tradition and entertainment, The Tattoo includes
bagpipers, military bands, fife and drum, and drill teams to name

Jjust some of the over 1,000 performers who come to Virginia
once a year for the festival.

Come visit us on
Small Business

Ottawa Saturday
TP from 10:00-1:00 pm
estiva
May 11-14, 2026 for ourhannual
open nouse.

Discover the beauty and culture of Canada’s capital with a Gift Certificates

spectacular tour to Ottawa! Timed perfectly with the dazzling pu rchased on this d ay
Tulip Festival, the city bursts into bloom with over a million

vibrant tulips lining its parks and pathways. will be given an
extra 10% in bonus
travel funds.

Restrictions apply.
C J

Discover
the Ozarks -
Branson, MO

May 26-31, 2026 ‘ Featured Day

Tours 2026
Unique geography, diverse natural beauty, and rich with history and .
culture. Explore the Ozarks during the day and be entertained at * Broadway in Boston
night by live shows that will have you on your feet! o The Outsiders

- Beauty and the Beast
> Moulin Rouge

« Cabbage Island Clambake

Alaska - Explore « Waves of Independence -

the !.ast Tall Ships Boston
Frontier by

Land and Sea « Coastal Maine
August 10-23, 2026 Botanical Gardens

Join us as we journey through America’s last frontier on this carefully
curated tour just for New England Coach! This fascinating journey
through Alaska’s interior coupled with a scenic cruise through
glaciers and historic ports of call is a bucket list tour.

www.newenglandcoach.com

603-895-3000
17 Freetown Rd., Raymond, NH
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COURTESY

La’Peony Desserts out of Derry is a real highlight to what a World Christmas Market is all about and is expecting to sell, clockwise
from top left, Greek baklava, oreshki (Slavic walnut-shaped cookies), Austrian-style apple strudel and French macarons.

Market

From Page (6

curity — and had been
no stranger herself to the
problem.

For $5, she said, a hot
dinnertime meal can be
provided to a child. Feed
the Kids also will have a
booth at the event, which
will inform the public
about its mission and how
the public can help.

Jessica Moores, owner of
Manchester Craft Market
at the Mall of New Hamp-
shire in Manchester, whose
store features the works of
260 local artists, authors
and small businesses, will
be participating, too.

“I'will be there with
a selection of products
from the store. Just to give
people just a little sample,
an opportunity to do a
little bit of shopping, if
they can’t get to the mall to
check us out,” said Moores,
who expects to have paint-
your-own ceramic kits,
works of local authors of

children’s books and other
items for sale.

“Ibelieve in what Nourish
New England is doing as a
nonprofit working (to fight)
food insecurity. I thought
itwas a great opportunity
to get out of the mall a little
bit, support a cause, get
together with a bunch of
other local businesses and
nonprofits,” she said.

For Linda Comrie,
owner of Sweet Dreams
Confections in Derry,
being a food vendor at
an event that will help
the hungry fits with her
company’s support of the
anti-hunger cause — she
donates half of her profits
to food banks and other
organizations.

“I think in general food
insecurity is growing
and has been growing
exponentially over the
past 10, 20 years,” Comrie
said. “Most recently, the
past few years, our food

banks, pantries and soup
kitchens have noticed a
growth of sometimes over
65 percent of who they're
serving.’

“I come from a humble
beginning. My husband
as well. Our thought is we
want to continue to help
support our community.
How can we do that? We
volunteer, do all those
things. But how else can I
be more impactful? How
else can my family be
more impactful? I noticed
that there are a lot of orga-
nizations that are strug-
gling to support those who
really needed the support
most.”

Food insecurity, she
said, is not confined to the
homeless, she said.

“It could be a two-
income family that had to
replace their roof or their
septic or their furnace.
Something large happened
and now, all their money

is going to that, and they
need some help feeding
their family,” she said.

Comrie plans to offer a
variety of items for sale,
including sourdough,
chocolate-covered peanut
butter balls, dried craft
cocktail infusions, snack
mixes and a hand-created
hot cocoa blend.

“It's very creamy,
smooth,” she said. “A lot of
kids love that.”

The event will run from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Satur-
day, Dec. 13, and 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 14.

General admission
tickets cost $10. Tickets
cost $8 for first responders,
military and seniors age 65
and older with an ID. Kids
12 and younger are admit-
ted free of charge.

Purchase of tickets
online prior to the event is
encouraged.

Visit nhworldchristmas
market.com.

HOLIDAYS are hetter T

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Looking for more festive fun?
Check out these events across NH

o Christmas at the Castle
returns to Castle in the
Clouds (455 Old Mountain
Road, Moultonborough)
for another season in 2025,
on Saturdays and Sundays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
through Dec. 7. Tours
of the historic Lucknow
Mansion are available
with festive decorations
by local businesses. Each
day also includes compli-
mentary hot cocoa and
cookies, holiday crafts and
photos with Santa Claus,
and lunch served in the
Carriage House Restaurant.
Tickets are $25 for adults,
$15 for kids and teens ages
5-17, and free for kids ages
4 and under. Visit castle
intheclouds.org.

« Charmingfare Farm in
Candia is hosting sev-
eral fun holiday events in
November and December
including The Christmas
Tree Spree, Santa’s Christ-
mas, Encore of the Lights
and a New Year’s Eve Ride.
Go to the farm'’s website for
information on times and
tickets for these family-
friendly events: visitthe
farm.com.

o Derry will celebrate
AVery Derry Holiday on
Saturday, Nov. 29, featur-
ing several events in and
around town throughout
the day, including a holiday
parade at 1 p.m. from West
Broadway to Crystal Ave-
nue. Activities also include
crafts, cookie decorating
and photo opportunities
with Santa Claus from 2 to
5 p.m. at Veterans Hall (31
W. Broadway) and a tree
lighting ceremony at 5 p.m.
at 1 W. Broadway. See the
full schedule of events at
gdlchamber.org.

o Intown Concord’s Mid-
night Merriment returns
to downtown Concord on
Friday, Dec. 5, from 5 p.m.
to midnight. Get started

on your holiday shopping
from participating local
businesses along Main
Street while enjoying lights,
s'mores, cocoa, music and
more. Admission is free.
Visit intownconcord.org.

o Christmas at the Crossing
returns to Crossing Life
Church (122 N. Lowell
Road, Windham) on Fri-
day, Dec. 5, and Saturday,
Dec. 6, from 5 to 9 p.m.
each evening. Enjoy festive
wagon rides, an indoor
Christmas market, a kids’
zone with games, face-
painting and crafts, photo
opportunities with Santa
Claus, bonfires, hot cocoa
and more. Admission is
free. See windhamcrossing.
org.

« Don't miss the fourth
annual Light Up the Vil-
lage event in Hooksett on
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 4 to
8 p.m., which will feature
food and drinks from Ro-
bie’s Country Store, musi-
cal performances, holiday
storytimes, caroling, photo
opportunities with Santa
Claus and more. Visit light
upthevillage.wordpress.
com.

¢ Join the Children’s Mu-
seum of New Hampshire
(6 Washington St., Dover)
for its annual Jingle Bell
Extravaganza on Sunday,
Dec. 7, and Sunday, Dec.
14. Attendees can choose
one of two ticketed time
slots (1 to 2:45 p.m. or 3:15
to 5 p.m.) to enjoy photo
opportunities with Santa
Claus, hands-on holiday
craft activities and a magi-
cal science experiment,
all while they explore the
museum. Tickets are $20
for museum members
and $25 for nonmembers.
Online preregistration is
required, and pajamas are
welcome. See childrens-
museum.org.

— Matt Ingersoll

OGETHER!

®

Cooking,
Heating,
Staying Warm
with Palmer!

6

Call to learn more 603.898.7986!

Fuel Delivery - Service * Equipment Sales & Installation
24/1 Emergency Service - Electrical Services
Plumbing * Multiple Fuel Storage Facilities

AWARD-WINNING NH BASED BUSINESS

()

PALMER

Gas & Oil

603.898.7986
PalmerGas.com

License Number: MBE00052071

Family Owned & Operated Since 1932!
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Jaffrey: Terrapin Glasshlowing

Stops on the Currier and Ives Cookie Tour

New Ipswich: Sleeping Monk Harrisville: Granite Oak

Studio, Jaffrey Historical Farm Alpacas. Farm.
Society, The Optimist Cafe, 'S ¢
The Park Theatre, The Mason: Earthly Elan. Troy: Troy Historical Society,
Jaffrey Civic Center, Maura’s TS The Inn at East Hill Farm and
Embroidery Unlimited, Swanzey: Frogg Brewing The Cozy Cottage.
Monadnock Country Cafe and and The She Shed.
The Monadnock Inn.
\ 4

, @A

The flavors of pumpkin and chocolate chip elevated each other at last year’s Currier and Ives Cookie

Tour. This year’s event is Saturday, Dec. 13.

Currier and Ives Cookie Tour
marks 20 years of sweet tradition

By Kathleen D. Bailey

Special to the Union Leader

Holly LeClair, one of
the organizers for the
Currier and Ives Cookie
Tour, remembers one year
when an ice storm struck
the Monadnock region in
December.

“It hit the weekend of
the tour, so it put a slight
damper on things,” she
said, adding that Jaffrey
was without power for 13
days. She doesn’t know
what her Jaffrey hosts did
with all their uneaten cook-
ies. “Maybe they ate them,’
she said, adding, “But they
probably gave them to
charity”

Everybody wins in the
Cookie Tour, now in its 20th
year. The guests get to sam-
ple cookies, the businesses
get to court new customers,

and a local nonprofit reaps
the financial results.

The tour gets its title from
the nickname for this cor-
ner of the state, and it has
its roots in the Inn at East
Hill Farm in Troy.

Sally Adams, the late
owner of the inn, got the
idea and went to her staff,
including LeClair. “She
said, ‘Twant you to do
this, and I said, ‘Oh, OK,”
LeClair recalled. “The first
year, we had eight stops.”
They sold 26 tickets, at $5 a
ticket. But a tradition was
born.

Adams’s plan for the tour
was to focus on the area’s
inns and B&Bs, LeClair
said. But the B&Bs, true to
their name, served break-
fast, and there was too tight
a window between break-
fast and the Cookie Tour.

Also, she said, there are

COURTESY

comparatively few B&Bs
in her area, compared to
the North Country. So they
opened the tour to other Volunteers
hos(t)s. N to bake at
“Over the years, we've
had libraries, historical least 6 doz
societies and small busi- small treats—
nesses as hosts,” she said. but more
The plan for this year in-

are always

cludes 16 stops, according
welcome!

to LeClair, with four more
on a waitlist for next year.
They don’t want the tour
to get unwieldy, she said.
And they're now pulling in
upwards of 200 people.

LeClair was the first
chairman and ran the event
for several years. She now
assists Perri Ammann,
Adams’s granddaughter
and the current chair. “I'm
a sub-chairman,” LeClair
said with a smile.

> See Cookies, Page (10

Calling All Bakers!

The Tenth Annual Veterans Holiday Cookie Walk

For sign-up or info, contact Denise Castonguay at
denise@bhshelter.org or call (603) 238-7511

Bridge House, Thursday, Dec 4 & 5 from 9 am to 4 pm
Senior Center, Friday, Dec 5 from 6 to 7 pm

Dec. 6
11 AM - 2:00 PM
L]
PLYMOUTH
REGIONAL
SENIOR
CENTER

is looking for great bakers

Some favorite
holiday cookies
include:
biscotti, spritz,
snickerdoodles,
gingersnaps,
coconut kisses,
turtle bars, and
much more!

Please package
treats carefully
with ingredient
card and the
elves will
arrange them
for all the
shoppers!

en

Drop off locations and times:

"SHE SAVED MY LIFE"

Concord resident Dawn R. had been experiencing the painful side effects of Peripheral Neuropathy,
"My feet and legs were extremely painful and my doctor told me there was nothing they could do.
That I would have to take Gabapentin for the rest of my life.

Then she met Concord’s very own Dr. Kristen Markwith, Licensed Acupuncturist.

things?”

Peripheral Neuropathy is the pain, discomfort and
numbness caused by nerve damage of the
peripheral nervous system. Dawn explained that
daily tasks like opening doors and using the
bathroom were overwhelmingly painful. “How
can you live for the next 30 years when you don’t
even want to get out of bed and do simple

She was experiencing the burning, numbness,
tingling and sharp pains that those suffering with
neuropathy often describe. “The way I would
describe it, it’s equivalent to walking on glass.”
Dawn hadn’t worn socks in five years and was
wearing shoes two sizes too big so that nothing
would ‘touch’ her feet.

Unfortunately, Dawn’s story is all too familiar
for the over 3 million people in the U.S.
suffering from Peripheral Neuropathy.

If you’re unfortunate enough to be facing the
same disheartening prognosis, you’re not
sleeping at night because of the burning in your
feet. You have difficulty walking, shopping or
doing any activity for more than 30 minutes
because of the pain. You’re struggling with
balance and living in fear that you might fall.
Your doctor told you to, ‘just live with the pain’
and you’re taking medications that aren’t
working or have uncomfortable side effects.

Fortunately, four months ago Dawn read an
article about Dr. Kristen Markwith and the work
she was doing to treat those suffering from
Peripheral Neuropathy, without invasive
surgeries or medications.

Dr. Kristen Markwith, founder of Trend
Acupuncture and Integrative Medicine in

Concord, NH. is using the time tested science of
Acupuncture and a technology originally
developed by NASA that assists in increasing
blood flow and expediting recovery and healing
to treat the debilitating disease.

“Now when I go to bed at night I don’t have
those shooting pains. I don’t have that burning
sensation. I don’t have pain coming up my
legs,” Dawn enthusiastically describes life
after receiving Dr. Kristen’s treatments. “I can
wear socks and shoes!”

Dawn and his sister now operate a successful dog
walking business, sometimes covering up to 5
miles a day.

“It’s life altering. As far as I’m concerned Dr.
Kristen saved my life!”

Dr. Kristen Markwith has been helping the senior
community for over 10 years using the most
cutting edge innovative integrative medicine.
Specializing in chronic pain cases, specifically
those that have been deemed ‘hopeless’ or
‘untreatable,” she consistently generates
unparalleled results.

What was once a missing link in senior
healthcare is now easily accessible to the
residents of Concord.

If you’ve missed too many tee times because of
pain or you passed on taking that walk down on
Main Street because you are afraid of falling, it's
time to call Dr. Kristen Markwith and the staff at
Trend.

It’s time you let your golden years be
GOLDEN!

Dr. Kristen Markwith once again accepting new
patients but only for a limited time. In an effort to
protect her patients, both current and future, she
has made the difficult decision to limit the
number of patients seen in her clinic.

Call (603) 456-8294 now to schedule a consultation.

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY?
Call (603) 456-8294
to schedule a consultation!

163 Manchester Street, Unit 2 Concord, NH.
www.trendacupuncture.com
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The Currier and Ives Cookie Tour in the Monadnock region will be held Saturday, Dec. 13.

Cookies

COURTESY

From Page (9

Among other things, she
manages the website and
the maps.

For businesses, the tour

opens up new possibilities.

“It broadens the aware-
ness of their companies,’
LeClair said. “We'll hear
things like, ‘T've driven by
here for years and never
stopped in.”

The tour is also a good
Christmas-spirit-builder,
according to LeClair. “It’s
fun to do. It's not crazy
expensive, and everybody
wants to see how you
decorate for the holidays.’

While the guests come
back year after year, the
cookies change accord-
ingly, she said. The first
offering from the Inn
at East Hill was a “rich,
soft, chewy, dark” molas-
ses cookie. They've also
done a mint truffle, and
for LeClair, a “mint-and-
chocolate girl,” that was
the best so far.

The cookies offered

can be simple, or they

can be complex. LeClair
remembered one year a
business in Peterborough
produced “Ugly Sweater”
sugar cookies. All recipes
are available at the sites on
postcards, she said.

The inn has a commer-
cial kitchen, and each year
she and Ammann take
recipe suggestions to Chef
Mark Drury. They winnow
down the ideas, and Drury
goes to work.

LeClair warns the busi-
nesses to plan for at least
200 people. Sometimes
they run out. It’s not a
problem at the inn, be-
cause Drury can just whip
up a couple more batches,
but it is an issue when the
smaller businesses run out.

“The customers,” she
said, “do not like that.”

It's recommended
that each guest take one
cookie, though some
sneak a couple more, she
said. They can either eat

the cookie onsite or put it
in their tin for later. Bever-
ages are served at each
stop, she added.

Though LeClair and Am-
mann have been associ-
ated with the tour since
its founding, they never
get out and visit the other
businesses or taste their
cookies. They're too busy
at the Inn at East Hill Farm.

But for these hosts, the
best part of the holiday
is not eating, but giving.
This year they've chosen
to donate proceeds to
“End 68 Hours of Hunger,’
a program that provides
weekend meals for food-
insecure children.

“We have a handful
of nonprofits we rotate
through, but it’s always
something to do with
feeding people or cloth-
ing them for the winter,”
LeClair said.

Tickets are $20 per per-
son, cash only, and avail-
able at The Inn at East Hill

Farm, Troy; Frogg Brewing,
Swanzey; and The Park
Theatre, Jaffrey. Maps and
directions are available on
the website. Participants
should bring a cookie tin
or plastic container.

This year’s participants
are Sleeping Monk Farm
Alpacas, New Ipswich; Ter-
rapin Glassblowing Studio,
Jaffrey; Jaffrey Historical
Society; The Optimist Cafe,
Jaffrey; The Park Theatre,
Jaffrey; The Jaffrey Civic
Center; Maura’s Embroi-
dery Unlimited, Jaffrey;
Monadnock Country Cafe,
Jaffrey; The Monadnock
Inn, Jaffrey; Earthly Elan,
Mason; Frogg Brewing,
Swanzey; The She Shed,
Swanzey; Granite Oak
Farm, Harrisville; Troy
Historical Society, Troy;
The Inn at East Hill Farm,
Troy; and The Cozy Cot-
tage, Troy.

For more information,
visit currierandives
cookietour.com.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Celebrate the season:
Tree lightings and festivals

o The Bektash Shriners of
New Hampshire will hold
its 25th annual Feztival of
Trees through Sunday, Nov.
30 (except on Thursday,
Nov. 27). The event features
decorated trees donated by
local businesses, organiza-
tions and families that will
be raffled off at the center
(189 Pembroke Road,
Concord) on Nov. 30. Raffle
tickets are $5, free for kids
under 12. Visit bektash
shriners.org.

o Concord’s 40th annual
Christmas Tree Lighting is
set for Friday, Nov. 28, from
4 to 7 p.m., at the State
House plaza (107 N. Main
St., Concord). Follow the
“Concords Christmas Tree
Lighting Celebration” page
on Facebook for updates.

e Check out more than
50 decorated trees and gift
baskets that will be raffled
off at the sixth annual
Milford Festival of Trees to
benefit Share Outreach at
the First Congregational
Church Parish House (10
Union St.), from Nov. 28-30,
Friday and Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sun-
day, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Admission is $5 per person,
$20 per family.

o Pelham Community
Spirit will hold its annual
Southern New Hampshire
Festival of Trees at Sher-
burne Hall (6 Village Green,
Pelham). The nine-day
event begins Friday, Nov.
28, and runs through
Saturday, Dec. 6, when the
trees will be raffled off. The
festival features live enter-
tainment, a scavenger hunt,
Santa Claus and more. Visit
pelhamcommunityspirit.
org.

* Rochester Main Street’s
Festival of Trees returns to
Studley’s Flower Gardens
(82 Wakefield St.) from

Thursday, Dec. 4, through
Saturday, Dec. 6. Local
businesses and organiza-
tions decorate and donate
themed Christmas trees
that are raffled off. Raffle
tickets are $20 for every 25
tickets sold. See rochester-
mainstreet.org.

¢ The Bedford Women'’s

Club’s fourth annual Festival

of Trees will be held in the

Fellowship Hall of the Bed-

ford Presbyterian Church

(4 Church Road) on Friday,

Dec. 5, from 4 to 7 p.m.,
and Saturday, Dec. 6, from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visit
bedfordwomensclub.org.

« Amherst’s Tree Lighting
Ceremony is scheduled for
Friday, Dec. 5, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Follow “Amherst
Tree Lighting Festival” on
Facebook for updates.

« Friday Night Under the
Lights returns to Main
Street in Goffstown on Fri-

day, Dec. 5, from 5 to 8 p.m.

Visit goffstownmainstreet.
org for updates.

o Windham’s annual Tree
Lighting is Saturday, Dec.
6, from 2:30 to 5 p.m., on
the town common. Enjoy
photos with Santa Claus,
hot chocolate and cookies,
a DJ, crafts and more. Visit
windhamnh.gov.

¢ Don’t miss Portsmouth’s

annual llluminated Holiday
Parade on Saturday, Dec.
6, which starts at 5:30 p.m.
with a tree lighting cer-
emony in Market Square.
At 6 p.m. the parade will
step off from Islington and
Summer streets. Visit
portsmouthchamber.org.

« Merrimack’s annual Holi-

day Tree Lighting Ceremony

will be held at Abbie Griffin

Park (6 Baboosic Lake

Road) on Sunday, Dec. 7, at

3:45 p.m. Visit merrimack
parksandrec.org.
— Maitt Ingerso
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Collage

Recliner
starting

at
499
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James
Recliner

starting
at

579

Piper Sofa

BrooksiSofal

Reed

Recliner

starting
at

*599

10% OFF

Custom
Fabric Recliner

Any non-married fabric option. Excludes promotional items, items tagged
Super sale, Black Friday or Clearance. Cannot be combined with any other
promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.

10% OFF

Custom
Fabric Sectional

Discount off any complete custom/special order sectional in any fabric. Excludes

promotional items, items tagged Super sale, Black Friday or Clearance. Cannot be |}
combined with any other promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.
I B I I = = = O O = N N = .

0% Financing
S 48 months .

OACwith Synchrony Financial. Minimum purchase amount $8000. Equal monthly |
payments. Separate deposit may be required at time of purchase. Excludes
promotional items, items tagged Super sale, Black Friday or Clearance. Cannot be [l
combined with any other promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.

Sunday 11am-5pm

Laurel Sofa
starting at ¥ ,099

30-50% off PLUS:
15% OFF

Custom
Ileather Recliner

Any non-married leather option. Excludes promotional items, items tagged
Super sale, Black friday or Clearance. Cannot be combined with any other
promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.

15% OFF

Custom
LLeather Sectional

Discount off any complete custom/special order sectional in any leather. Excludes
promotional items, items tagged Super sale, Black Friday or Clearance. Cannot be ||

combined with any other promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.
--------------J

10% OFFE

Custom
Canadel Set

Discount off any custom/special order dining set by Canadel. Excludes
promotional items, items tagged Super sale, Black Friday or Clearance. Cannot
be combined with any other promotional offer. Sale ends 12/1/2025.

1949 S. Willow Street,
Manchester, NH
Monday-Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-5pm

603-624-7900 LaZBoy.com
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Granite State spreads cheer wit

o The annual Manchester
Holiday Parade is set for
Saturday, Dec. 6, kicking off
at 4 p.m. on Elm Street in
downtown Manchester. The
parade directly follows the
annual Lil’ Elf Runs and the
BASC Santa Claus Shuffle,
respectively beginning at
2:30 and 3:30 p.m. at Vet-
erans Memorial Park (723
Elm St.). Follow the “MHT
Holiday Parade” page on
Facebook for updates, or
email mhtholidayparade@
gmail.com.

o Always the first Satur-
day in December, the Exeter
Holiday Parade returns on
Saturday, Dec. 6, kicking
off at 5:30 p.m. from Osram
on Portsmouth Avenue and
winding down to Water
Street past the Bandstand.

The parade will be held rain
or shine. Visit exeternh
holidayparade.com.

» Don your most festive
outfit and head to North-
east Delta Dental (2 Delta
Drive, Concord) for the
annual Jingle Bell Run on
Sunday, Dec. 7, at 8:30 a.m.
The run will benefit the
Arthritis Foundation.
Register online at jbr.org/
newhampshire.

« Merrimack’s 33rd annual
Holiday Parade is set for
Sunday, Dec. 7, stepping off
at 3 p.m. at The Commons
Shopping Plaza (515 Daniel
Webster Hwy.) and ending
in the Town Hall parking
lot (6 Baboosic Lake Road).
See merrimackparksand
rec.org for more details.

o The annual Rochester

NH=%SCOT

Add Some

SCOTTISD
CheeRrs.
Z‘c'r%mﬁa/é&%/

Custom Merch and
NH Tartan Apparel

Scarves ¢ Ties ¢ Pins ¢ Hats
Shirts ¢« Hoodies ¢ & More!

Adult & Youth Sizes Available
Free Shipping on Select Items

ORDER ONLINE at NHSCOT.ORG

1 parades, runs

Holiday Parade will take
place Sunday, Dec. 7, from
4 t0 5:30 p.m., in downtown
Rochester. The theme is
“Christmas in Candyland.”
Visit rochesternh.org/
parade.

« The Ugly Sweater
4-Miler is back for a 10th
year on Saturday, Dec. 13,
starting at 9 a.m. at Back-
yard Brewery & Kitchen
(1211 S. Mammoth Road,
Manchester). This 21-plus
only event will include a
post-race party, music,
drinks and more to benefit
the Humane Society for
Greater Nashua SPCA and
the Monadnock Humane
Society. Registration is $40
and is available at runsign
up.com.

— Matt Ingersoll

Gluality installation and service since 2009

Steve Tellier
Memorial
Scholarship

New Hampshire Association of
Assessing Officials

We would like to give a big Thank You to all of our
sponsors as well as to our local business community!
Your generosity has helped make this year’s October

2025 Cash Calendar a big success!

Platinum level sponsors $500:
Brady Sullivan Properties ~ CAl Technologies
Commercial Property Tax Management LLC
JSJ Auctioneers LLC

Gold level sponsors $250:
Cotterie, LLC
The Fine Homes Group at Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan

Silver level sponsors $100:
The Anagnost Companies ~ Commerford Nieder Perkins LLC
Robert J. Gagne ~ Robert P. Mongan

Local Business Donations:
Hayward'’s Ice Cream ~ Shorty’s Mexican Roadhouse
T-Bones ~ Texas Roadhouse
Thirsty Moose ~ Tucker’s

(603) 856-7598

www.neminisplitinstallers.com

(603) 856-7301

info@nhgeneratorinstallers.com - www.nhgeneratorinstallers.com

FALL IS HERE:

SCHEDULE YOUR KOHLER, GENERAC
AND BRIGGS & STRATTON ANNUAL
FACTORY SERVICE NOW AND
BE READY FOR THE WINTER.

Upgrade to a new mini split
system today!

Ductless Mini Split Systems
are an energy efficient,
environmentally

NH, ME, and VT friendly way to
heat AND cool

- your home.

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Servicing

Titanium level
Kohler dealer

Call or email us today for a free, no obligation, quote




HOLIDAY AND
SNOW TRAINS!

e Santa’s Holiday Express runs between Thanksgiving and Christmas

* Snow Train begins after Christmas and runs

weekends and holiday weeks through February!
* Scenic Winter Mountaineer runs weekends over Crawford Notch!
* See website for special events including Murder on the Rails!

See our website for details and boarding times.
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The Holly Jolly Journey boasts more than 3 million festive lights across the grounds of Mel’s Funway Park in Litchfield.

PROVIDED BY MEL'S FUNWAY PARK

PROVIDED BY MEL'S FUNWAY PARK

The Holly Jolly Journey is open through Jan. 11.

New England’s largest holiday light show shines in Litchfield

By Rob Levey

Special to the Union Leader

One hour north of
Boston, Holly Jolly Journey
at Mel’s Funway Park in
Litchfield has become New
England’s largest holiday
light show, with more than
one million additional
lights added to this year’s
display.

“We have added to our
scenes and brought in
life-like elements to each
corner,” said President and
Co-Owner Michael Ac-
comando, who noted 2024
was their first year. “With
this year’s show, you walk
through 40 different life-
size holiday scenes — every
scene is different.

These scenes range
from “a zoo of lights” to a
candy cane forest and their
version of Central Park,

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

More ways to light up the season across the state

« LaBelle Lights returns
for a fifth year to LaBelle
Winery in Derry (14 Route
111). The display runs
most Tuesdays through
Sundays from 4:30 to
9:30 p.m. in November and
December, and Thursdays
through Sundays from
4:30 to 9:30 p.m. in Janu-
ary, wrapping up Jan. 18.
General admission tickets
are $20 for adults, $15 for
seniors, $10 for kids ages
4-12 and free for kids under
3. Purchase your tickets at
labellewinery.com.

« The Gift of Lights re-
turns to New Hampshire
Motor Speedway (1122
Route 106, Loudon), begin-
ning Thursday, Nov. 27,
and running through Jan.
4. Now in its 15th season,

all of which is illuminated
by more than 3 million
“perfectly placed” lights.
“All scenes have their own
musical soundtrack, so
when you're going through
it, you're not hearing the
same music and seeing
the same lights — you're
experiencing true magical
memories,” he added.

This year’s experience
also features expanded re-
freshment stations, ensur-
ing guests can enjoy hot or
cold beverages and sweet
treats with “less waiting and
more enjoyment.’

What visitors experience
as a breathtaking evening
stroll, however, represents a
full year of meticulous plan-
ning and preparation.

The most intense period
comes after Halloween,
when Accomando and his
team transform the space

this 2.5-mile drive-thru
light show has become a
family tradition. Hours of
operation are 4:30 to 9 p.m.
Sunday through Thurs-
day, and 4:30 to 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, with
extended hours from 4:30
to 10 p.m. Dec. 21 through
Dec. 28. See giftoflights
nhms.com.

o A Gate City tradition,
the Nashua Holiday Stroll
returns to downtown Main
Street for its 30th year on
Saturday, Nov. 29. Drawing
more than 30,000 attendees
annually, this free, family-
friendly event features a
candlelit walk, three live
entertainment stages, street
performances, food ven-
dors, visits with Santa Claus
and more. Visit downtown

from their popular Spooky
World Halloween attraction
into a winter wonderland.
“We have approximately

3 weeks to make all of
Spooky World disap-

pear and transform Mel’s
Funway Park into the Holly
Jolly Journey,” he said.

For Accomando, creat-
ing this holiday spectacle
fulfills a lifelong dream
rooted in cherished child-
hood memories. His father
taught him that every light

must be placed perfectly, color coordination and beyond the impressive

while his mother decorated twinkling of trees to the light display. “I want fami-

their home to feel “like strategic placement of lies and friends to gather at

a scene out of a holiday wreaths and garland. the Holly Jolly Journey and

special”’ “We don't take any of build their own holiday
“Thave always loved the this lightly,” noted Ac- memories.”

holidays,” he said. “I was
very fortunate to have two
parents who made my holi-
days very magical growing
up."

This attention to detail is

nashua.org for a complete
schedule of events.

« The Candlelight Stroll
returns to Strawbery Banke
Museum (14 Hancock St.,
Portsmouth) for a 46th year
in 2025. Guests can walk
through historic houses
adorned in festive decora-
tions while enjoying music,
demonstrations and sea-
sonal displays. Dates are
Fridays through Sundays,
from Dec. 5 through Dec.
21, from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
New this year is a Day-
light Stroll scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 14, from 2 to
4 p.m. Nonmember ticket
rates are $35 for adults;
$17.50 for kids and teens
ages 3-17; and free for kids
under 3. See strawbery
banke.org.

evident throughout Holly
Jolly Journey — from the

{{

“Iwant families and friends to gather at
the Holly Jolly Journey and build their own

holiday memories.”
MICHAEL ACCOMANDO

Co-owner of Mel’s Funway Park

comando, who said his
ultimate goal extends far

UP ONTHE RODFTOP

(OBBLESIONE

For those who have yet
to experience this magi-
cal journey, Accomando
extended a heartfelt invita-
tion.

“If you would like to
experience a show that is so
magical that it warms your
heart and will leave you
with memories for life, then
you must visit the Holly
Jolly Journey,” he said. “Our
small little town promises
to leave you with memories
of our version of the North
Pole”

Holly Jolly Journey runs
through Jan. 11. To learn
more or purchase tickets
online in advance, visit
hollyjollyjourney.com.

— HOLIDAY HOURS —

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-5:30
SAT 9-5 SUN10-4

ONE CAPITAL PLAZA

81 NORTH MAIN
CONCORD NH 03301

COBBLESTONEDESIGN.COM

603 -228-5980

e

W)rrison §

mmunities

Summit by Morrison ¢ 603-837-3500, 56 Summit Drive, Whitefield NH 03598
Sartwell Place Assisted Living * 603-837-2541, 6 Terrace Street, Whitefield NH 03598
The Morrison Skilled Nursing Facility ¢ 603-837-2541, 6 Terrace Street, Whitefield NH 03598

“The staff are extraordinarily kind, warm,
and dedicated that one could wish for. We
feel that they care about us, and that is so
pleasant, especially during this time when
visiting is limited.”

themocrrisonpcommunnitiestors
gluodependengiiving
SFASS|Stediltivinc .
sl\lemonaGaLe

SBRespitel@are
SiSKillediNUESIngiEare
M'oncilermiCare
ARENaDilitatiVelSeRvices

— Joan LeBaron

“It's the way life should be. It's a
great environment, a great place
to be. It only took me two days to
settle in. Now this is my home.”

— Ed Walkonen

alea

“We are so impressed with your
dedication and devotion at Morrison.
We appreciate the care and love (and
the above and beyond) effort given

each day.” — Ray Conway and Family

Scenic Whitefield, Ne:
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Home for the Holidays

Here’s a roundup of
where to hear your holiday
cheer this season.

o Multi-platinum sym-
phonic metal group Trans-
Siberian Orchestra brings
its “Ghosts of Christmas Eve”
winter tour to the SNHU
Arena (555 Elm St., Man-
chester) on Friday, Nov. 28,
with showtimes at 2:30 and
7:30 p.m. Tickets start at
$55. See snhuarena.com.

¢ Boston-based rock
powerhouse Divas with a
Twist will perform a holiday
concert at the Palace The-
atre (80 Hanover St., Man-
chester) on Sunday, Nov.
30, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $40.
Visit palacetheatre.org.

« See Mannheim Steam-
roller Christmas by Grammy
Award-winner Chip Davis
at the Capitol Center for
the Arts’ Chubb Theatre (44
S. Main St., Concord) on
Friday, Dec. 5, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets range from $63.50-
$138.50. Purchase them
online at ccanh.com.

« See A Country Christmas
with the Ayla Brown Band
at Saint Anselm College’s
Dana Center for the Per-
forming Arts (100 St. An-
selm Drive, Manchester) on
Friday, Dec. 5, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets range from $19.50-
$49.50. See tickets.anselm.
edu.

« The New Hampshire Gay
Men’s Chorus has several up-
coming “Peace & Goodwill”
holiday performances,
including at Christ the King
Lutheran Church (3 Lu-
theran Drive, Nashua) on
Saturday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m.;
the Capitol Center for the
Arts’ BNH Stage (16 S. Main
St., Concord) on Sunday,
Dec. 7, at 3 p.m.; Stratham
Community Church (6
Emery Lane) on Saturday,
Dec. 13, at 7 p.m.; and the
Rex Theatre (23 Amherst
St., Manchester) on Sun-
day, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m. See

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Festive concerts spread cheer across the Granite State this season

CCANH.ORG

The Heather Pierson Trio will perform A Charlie Brown Jazz Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 14, at 2 and 7 p.m., at the Capitol Center for

the Arts’ BNH Stage in Concord.

nhgmc.com for pricing
details on each show.

« The Scott Spradling Band
presents a Rockin’ Big Band
Christmas at the Rex Theatre
(23 Ambherst St., Manches-
ter) on Saturday, Dec. 6, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $34.
See palacetheatre.org.

« Symphony NH presents
Jingle Brass at the Capitol
Center for the Arts’ BNH
Stage (16 S. Main St., Con-
cord) on Saturday, Dec. 6,
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $34.
Visit ccanh.com.

» Enjoy an “Un-Silent
Night: An Epic Sing Holiday
Sing Along” at the Rex The-
atre (23 Amherst St., Man-
chester) on Sunday, Dec. 7,
at 2 p.m. Tickets range from
$45-$50. See palacetheatre.

org.

« Catch the Boston Pops
Holiday Concert at the
SNHU Arena (555 Elm St.,
Manchester) on Sunday,
Dec. 7, at 6 p.m. Tickets
start at $78.25. See snhua-
rena.com.

« Jane Lynch’s A Swingin’
Little Christmas takes the
stage at the Nashua Center
for the Arts (201 Main St.)

on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m.

Tickets range from $86-
$110. Visit nashuacenter
forthearts.com.

« A Celtic Christmas,
featuring local Irish groups
The Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki
Trio and The Spain Broth-
ers, will be at the Rex
Theatre (23 Amherst St.,
Manchester) on Saturday,

Dec. 13. Performances are
at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Tickets

are $34. Visit palacetheatre.

org.

o Symphony NH performs
its annual Holiday Pops
concert at the Keefe Center
for the Arts (117 Elm St.,
Nashua) on Saturday, Dec.
13, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets
range from $20-$60. Visit
symphonynh.org.

o The Manchester Choral
Society presents the Duke
Ellington Sacred Concert and
Holiday Pops at Manchester
Memorial High School (1
Crusader Way) on Satur-
day, Dec. 13, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $30 general
admission. Visit mcsnh.org
for details..

o Enjoy a Celtic Family
Christmas with Natalie Mac-
Master and Donnell Leahy
at the Nashua Center for
the Arts (201 Main St.) on
Sunday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m.
Tickets range from $54-
$110. See nashuacenter
forthearts.com.

o The Heather Pierson Trio
performs A Charlie Brown
Jazz Christmas at the Capitol
Center for the Arts’ BNH
Stage (16 S. Main St., Con-
cord) on Sunday, Dec. 14,
at2 and 7 p.m. Tickets are
$31 in advance, $36 at the
door. See ccanh.com.

« The Capital Jazz Or-
chestra presents its Holiday
Pops concert at the Capitol
Center for the Arts’ Chubb
Theatre (44 S. Main St.,

Concord) on Sunday, Dec.
14, at 4 p.m. Tickets range
from $46.25-$61.25. Visit
ccanh.com.

« Candlelight: Christmas
Classics will be presented
Wednesday, Dec. 17, at 6
and 8:30 p.m., and Thurs-
day, Dec. 18, at 8:30 p.m.,
at the Rex Theatre (23
Ambherst St., Manchester).
This candlelight concert is a
live, multi-sensory experi-
ence featuring holiday
classics including “Dance
of the Sugar Plum Fairy”
from “The Nutcracker,’
“Greensleeves,” “Carol of
the Bells,” “O Holy Night”
and more. Tickets are $40-
$63. Visit palacetheatre.org.

« See the Canadian Brass
perform “Making Spirits
Bright” at the Nashua Cen-
ter for the Arts (201 Main
St.) on Friday, Dec. 19, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets range
from $54-$99. Visit nashua
centerforthearts.com.

« The Eric Mintel Quartet
will perform A Charlie Brown
Christmas at the Rex Theatre
(23 Ambherst St., Manches-
ter) on Friday, Dec. 19, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $34.
Visit palacetheatre.org.

« Holiday rockers The
Wizards of Winter take the
stage at the Tupelo Music
Hall (10 A St., Derry) on
Friday, Dec. 19, at 7 p.m.
Tickets range from $50-$65.
Visit tupelohall.com.

« See David Clark’s Music
of Billy Joel with a Christmas
Twist at the Rex Theatre (23
Ambherst St., Manchester)
on Saturday, Dec. 20, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $34.
See palacetheatre.org.

« Enjoy A Sinatra Christ-
mas with Rich DiMare and
the Ron Poster Trio at the
Rex Theatre (23 Am-
herst St., Manchester) on
Sunday, Dec. 21, at 1 p.m.
Tickets range from $34-$40.
Visit palacetheatre.org.

— Matt Ingersoll

Kindness, Compassion & Special People

Assisted living at Windham Terrace is an uplifting experience for
seniors and an engaging alternative to living on one’s own.

3 Church Road, Windham, NH 03087 « WindhamTerrace.com

“My humblest thanks for the exemplary care you offered my mother during her stay at Windham Terrace. Although | never
believed it possible for her to accept home as any other than her residence, she quickly embraced Windham Terrace. The caring
staff made her realize that home was not a physical place, but rather the love and feelings shared wherever she lived. At
Windham Terrace, we found the perfect safe haven. The difference from the other communities was a familial atmosphere where
the residents and staff share a genuine connection. This is what makes Windham Terrace stand out from the rest. As a resident of
Windham Terrace, Mom became a much happier individual and was able to embrace the quality of life she deserved.”

Call Lynda today for a personalized tour to see what you’re missing. (603) 437-4600

WINDHAME j/-ERRACE

PREMIER ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Uniform Consumer Disclosure Available Upon Request
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‘Centuries of Hdhday Ma:gic |
All It Needs Is You '
VintageChristmasNH.com

HOLIDAY WEEKEND SPECIAL
N\ /-

! 3% DAYS ONLY
/S Now through December 4th

TAKE *100 OFF EVERY PURCHASE
OF $1000! SAVE
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. ANNUAL

'BLACK FRIDAY

DOUBLE-SIDED
MATTRESSES
&
ADJUSTABLE
FRAMES

*Some Exclusions Apply, See Store for Details

B PURCHASE A GIFT CARD [
S8 OFS100 ORMORE S [
RECEIVE 207 BACK IN

SPA DOLLARS! g

" /LIMITATIONS APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS', " * = %%

20% OFF ALL
FJORDS
FURNITURE

RECLINERS ¢ CHAIRS & OTTOMANS ¢ SOFAS ¢ SECTIONALS

1925 Celetrating 100 Yeans 2025
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ONE DAY ONLY!! |
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“Endicot

I
Furniture Company | take advantage of our ONE DAY SALE! Just SCAN
I

Shopping just got a little less stressful!
You can shop from the comfort of your home and still

12 SOUTH MAIN ST., CONCORD, NH - 603-224-1421 the QR Code or Visit Our website.
23 SHEEP DAVIS RD. |

MON-FRI 9-6, SAT 9-5:30, CLOSED SUN PEMBROKE. NH
WWW.ENDICOTTFURNITURE.COM f  Follow Us L e e e o o e e e e e e o - — J
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