State of New Hampshire

Senate Bill 94

&
Juvenile Justice Needs Assessment




The Adolescent Brain
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Impact of Trauma




The Maturity Gap

Cognitive Maturity Develops Earlier and Peaks Sooner Than
Emotional Maturity, Leading to a Maturity Gap
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Teenagers Have Low Psychosocial Maturity and
are Hyper-sensitive to External Influences
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Psychosocial immaturity weakens capacity for: ~
* impulse control;

* resisting peer pressure; and

« weighing the consequences of actions.

Implications:

« Some level of delinquency is fairly typical during adolescence.

« Adolescents are constantly changing so particularly capable of
change.

Hyper-sensitivity to external influences such as peers, short-term
Incentives and rewards; and experiences and activities

Implication: Youth respond better to incentives, experiences and
opportunities than to sanctions and punishment.

SOURCE: Steinberg, Cauffman, Woolard, Graham, & Banich (2009)



Developmental Complications

e Autism & other communication disorders
* |Intellectual disability
 Chronic medical conditions

e Mental illness




Senate Bill 94—Revisions to RSA 169-B:10

Statement of Purpose and Findings.

l. In furtherance of the objectives stated in RSA 169-B:1, the general court finds that promoting
the earlier engagement in the community based services and minimizing the involvement of
youth in the formal legal system will promote the goal of positive youth development.

ll. The general court finds that authorizing pre-petition engagement by the department for the
purpose of completing assessments and making referrals to the children’s behavior health
system or other appropriate services and supports will increase the use of diversion and
decrease the need for future judicial involvement.

llI. It is the intent of this act to provide the department with the authority to assess all youth as
early as possible in the process and the ability to share that information with law enforcement,
prior to formal involvement with the court, in order to minimize the need for court involvement
when the minor’s needs can be met with services.



Essential Points of SB 94

¢ Prior to filing a delinquency petition with the court, the arresting agency or prosecutor shall
refer the minor to the department of health and human services (DHHS) for a voluntary needs
assessment within 2 business days of arrest
* Minor & parent/guardian must consent to needs assessment
* If no consent, DHHS reports to prosecutor, who can proceed with filing

s DHHS completes needs assessment within 30 days of referral
* unless assessment already done within prior 6 months, then DHHS provides law
enforcement with prior report and recommendations

*» Following assessment, DHHS makes recommendations re: whether petition is necessary and
for supports/services, provides report to the minor, parent/guardian, minor’s attorney, and law
enforcement agency

¢ Prior to filing, arresting agency or prosecutor must review DHHS'’s report and
recommendations to screen the petition for participation in other voluntary services or
diversion.



Exception—Immediate Detention/Placement

» A petition may be filed prior to the completion of the referral and needs
assessment If prosecutor or arresting officer determines there is a need to
request an order from the court for immmediate detention or non-secure
placement to protect the minor or the community;

*» For these cases, if minor has not had an assessment in the prior 6
months, DHHS shall make the assessment available to the minor after the
petition is filed

*» Confidentiality and admissibility of the report, recommendations and
related statements shall be treated the same as assessments completed
prior to the petition



SB 94—Three Effective Dates, by Court
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Revised Delinquency Petition

Case Name:

Case Number:

DELINQUENCY PETITION

10. a. [TO BE COMPLETED ONLY IF FILING IN THE FOLLOWING COURTS: Lebanon,
Claremont, Newport, Dover, Rochester, Keene, Jaffrey, Nashua, Milford and Merrimack,
pursuant to revised RSA 169-B:10, I-a, effective in such courts on 1/1/22]

i. L] Pursuant to RSA 169-B:10, I-a, prior to filing this petition, the petitioner referred the
minor to the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for a voluntary needs
assessment, and
[ "] the minor or minor’s parents declined the assessment, or
|| the petitioner reviewed DHHS's report and recommendations to screen for
participation in other voluntary services or diversion. The filing of this petition [_] is [_]
is not consistent with DHHS's recommendations; or

ii. L] Pursuant to RSA 169-B:10, I-a(i), this petition was filed prior to completion of the
referral to DHHS for a voluntary needs assessment, as the prosecutor or arresting
officer determined there was a need to request an order from the court for immediate
detention or non-secure placement to protect the minor or the community.

b. [TO BE COMPLETED IF FILING IN COURTS OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE]

[ ] Pursuant to 169-B:10, I-a Petitioner screened this case for Diversion.
|dentify why diversion was not an appropriate disposition prior to seeking court involvement:

11



Overview of the Voluntary Needs Assessment Process




Making a Referral for a Needs Assessment is Easy

« Complete a Juvenile Justice Needs
Assessment referral form

* Emall referral form to JJreferral@dhhs.nh.gov }

» Assessment JPPO will contact the Referring
Entity once referral is received at local office

13



Assessment
Referral
Form

(Page 1)

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Deparimen; of Health and Human Services Farm 1330
Diivision for Children, Yeurh and Familiss B0 21-57
Junvenile Tustice Services

JUVENILE JUSTICE HNEEDS ASSESSMENT REFERRAL

DO NOT USE FOR CHINS REFERRALS OR TO SECURE EMERGENCY PLACEMENT

LAW ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION

Refemring law enforcement agency:
Mame of referring party:

Phiome:

Diirect email:

CHILD INFORMATION

Full narme:

Gender; Choose _x | DOE: Race:Chots2  _x | Ethnicity: Choose  _x |
Street address:

ity ftowm: State: Zip code:

Home phone: Cell phome:

PARENT/GUARDIAN # INFORMATION

Full mams:

Gender: Chots2 _~ |DOE: Race: Chatsz - |Ethnicity: Choose  _~ |
Address same as child: [

Sireet address:

City/ftowm: Siate: Zip code:

Home phone: Cell phone: Email:

PARENT/GUARDIAN #2 INFORMATION

Full nanme:

Gender: Choosi_x | DOB: Race: Choose  _x | Ethnicity: Choose  _x |
Address same as child:] Address same as parent #1: [

Strest address:

City i State: Zip code:

Home phone: Cell phone: Email:

CHILD RISK FACTORS (Select any that apply)

O Run away O Truanecy [ Hurnan trafficking [0 Substance use

[ Sexualized behavior [0 Aggressivensss  [Assaultive [ Self-injurious behavior
[ Crthveer-

Are there any weapons or other safety concems in the home? [ Yes [ No

If yes, please explain:

Diges this youwth hawve pricr kmown histony with law enforcemsnt? [ Yes [ Mo

 Coumssl and release [ Arrest [1 Cither:

Ext: Fax:

14



Assessment
Referral
Form

(Page 2)

Hawe there been any prior referals to diversion or community resources? [ Yes [ Mo
[l Diversion Program | [ Community rescurces. | [ Other:

Family is aware of this refemal being made? [ Yes £ Mo

REASON FOR REFERRAL (List all current alleged offenses)

Alleged offense Location Date

PLEASE PROVIDE/ATTACH ANY ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION YOU FIND RELEVANT

O Additional Information Attached

CLICE TO BUBMIT

15



What Needs Assessment Tool will be used?

Child and Adolescent
Neéds and Strengths




N H CANS 2.0 (Age O to Transition Age)
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Six Domains of the CANS

» Child Behavioral/Emotional Needs
= Child Life Functioning
+ Child Risk Behaviors
» Cultural Factors
= Child Strengths
~ Caregiver(s) Strengths & Needs



Child Behavioral/Emotional Needs

Psychosis Substance Use

Impulsivity /Hyperactivity Avutism Spectrum

Depression Anger Control
Anxiety Eating Disturbance
Oppositional Attachment
Conduct

Adjustment to Trauma

» All topics ITALICIZED are assessed in the Brief CANS conducted by Assessment JPPOs
» All topics in BOLD are also assessed in the Comprehensive CANS that is used for case management by JPPOs



Child Life Functioning

Family Functioning

Living Situation

Social Functioning
Decision Making
ADLs/Self Care

Sleep

Sexual Development
School

Medical/Physical
Developmental / Intellectual

Self-Regulation

O o o o o oo o oo o0 o

48 Communication

(/70
» ITALICIZED: Brief CANS
» BOLD: also included in Comprehensive CANS



Child Risk Behaviors

Non-Suicidal Self Injurious Behavior
Other Self Harm/Recklessness
Suicide Risk (Danger to Self)
Danger to Others

Sexual Aggression

Exploited

Runaway /Elopement
Delinquent/Elopement

Fire setting

Animal Cruelty

Intentional Misbehavior

» ITALICIZED: Brief CANS
» BOLD: also included in Comprehensive CANS



Cultural Factors

0 Language
=1 Traditions and Rituals

1 Cultural Stress

» ITALICIZED: Brief CANS
» BOLD: also included in Comprehensive CANS



Child Strengths

Family Strengths
Interpersonal
Natural Supports
Educational Setting
- Talents/Interests
- Spiritual/Religious
0 Cultural Identity

1 Community Life

1 Optimism
71 Resilience

» ITALICIZED: Brief CANS
» BOLD: also included in Comprehensive CANS



O o o oo oo0oo o o0 o0 d

Caregiver Strengths and Needs

Supervision
Involvement with Care
Knowledge
Organization

Social Resources
Residential Stability
Medical /Physical
Mental Health
Substance Use

Child Care Accessibility
Military Transitions
Child Safety

Family Stress

» ITALICIZED: Brief CANS
» BOLD: also included in Comprehensive CANS



Needs
Assessment
Report

(Example Page 1)

JUVENILE JUSTICE SERVICES NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
Child’s name: Child’s DOB:
Referring entity: Date of referral:

REASON FOR REFERRAL
Reason the child is being referred for needs assessment

INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED / ATTEMPTED

Name of Persons Interviewed and Role / Relationship to Child Date(s) Date(s)
Attempted Interviews Completed = Attempted
SUMMARY
STRENGTHS

The CANS identified the following strengths to include: i.e. - Family, Interpersonal,
Natural Supports, Educational Setting, Community Life/Recreational, Supervision,
Involvement, Social Resources, Residential Stability, Child Safety, Traditions and
Rituals,

ACTIONABLE ITEMS

The CANS identified the following needs: i.e. -Psychosis, Attention/Impulse,
Depression, Anxiety, Oppositional Behavior, Conduct Behavior, Adjustment to
Trauma, Substance Use, Family, Living Situation, Social Functioning, Decision
Making, School, Development/Intellectual, Self-Injurious Behavior, Suicidality, Danger
to Others, Sexual Aggression, Exploited, Elopement/Runaway, Crime/Delinquency,
Fire Setting, Animal Cruelty, Language, Traditions and Rituals, Cultural Stress,
Supervision, Involvement ,Social Resources, Residential Stability, Child Safety,
Family Stress

25



Needs
Assessment
Report

(Example Page 2)

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

13 ‘-f}' Department of Health and Human Services Form 1334
gy Division for Children, Youth and Families January 2022
RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations in this section may include the following: Referral to Community
Based Services, Referral to Bahavioral Health Services, Referral to Voluntary
Services through DCYF, Recommendation that petitions be filed with the Court, or No
Recommendations/No Referrals needed.

Assessment JPPO'’s Signature Date

, Assessment JPPO
District Office
. ,New Hampshire

(603) =
Email:

Cc:

26




Examples of Recommendations and Services
from the Needs Assessment

e Diversion Programs, Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA,
Employment, Sports, Clubs/Activities, Intercept,
Multisystemic Therapy, Tracking Services, Drug
Testing, Youth Advocate Programs

Community
Based Services

e Community Mental Health Agencies, Counseling
Programs, Psychiatry, Psychological Services, Care
Management Entity (Fast Forward, TR-ECC), Out
Patient Programs

Behavioral

Health Services

.y e Delinquency Petitions be filed with the Court,
Ad d ITiona I Voluntary Services through DCYF, No

O tiOnS Recommendations/No Referrals Needed, Bureau of
p Children’s Behavioral Health

27




NOTIFICATION OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT CLOSING

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
Child’s name: Child’s DOB:
Referring party: Date of Referral:

ASSESSMENT CLOSING INFORMATION

Based on the previously reported Needs Assessment, DCYF has made the
O following referrals for the child/family and is closing out the Needs
Assessment:

Diversion:

Community-Based Services:

In-Home Community Supports:
Community-Based Mental Health:
Bureau of Children’s Behavioral Health:
Voluntary Services through DCYF:

Other:
O DCYF has not been able to complete the Needs Assessment for the
ssessmen
Family could not be located

ooooogooo

O

O Family did not respond

O The following attempts were made to locate or engage the family:
Child declined to participate

Parent/Guardian declined to participate

Child withdrew their consent to participate

Parent/Guardian withdrew their consent to participate

The child or parent/guardian gave the following reason for not
participating or withdrawing their consent:
O Other:

ooogd

O DCYF has recommended a delinquency petition be filed.

Assessment JPPO’s Signature Date

, Assessment JPPO
District Office




VOLUNTARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT FLOW CHART

Referring entity submits the referral form to lreferral@dhhs.nh.gov
Referral is received by the Division for Children Youth and Families
30-Day timeframe for completion of needs assessment report begins

Caze is assigned to the District Office and to an Aszessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer.
District Office sends the Opening Letter and Brochure to the family

m luvenile Probation & Parole Officer calls the family within 72 business hours from the day the referralis
I received. Three attempts to contact the familv are made within 14 business dawvs

If contact is made, Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer will explain the needs assessment process, ask the
family if they consent to participate and arrange an interview

[ 1
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i i ici What if La
The child and parent or guardian must consent to the assessment “a_m‘r U iamlly declmesto_ partlc!p-aie, St e
withdraws consent, or if no response is received Enforcement takes a
. i e ] Y, child into custody and
= = _
] ] : ] ] ] ™ 0 R ™ placement in
JLNE”'IE: Probation & Parole Officer r.“.EEB |n—lper5|:|nW|th family, Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer will residential treatment
explains voluntary processand ability to withdraw consent. ) o .
Consent form signed consult with Administrator or detention accurs
. ‘J—L J 9 T!_L S prior to the referral for
s R N v ™ a needs assessment?
Family is interviewed. Collateral information and reports are gathered. Recommendation is made to referring entity that they — _/
MNeeds Aszessment (Brief CANS) is completed may file petitions with the Court. Closing letter zent ‘JVL
- J_L s N :ﬁ. Petitions may be filed.
' e L1 Arraignment occurs.
Report with recommendations is completed, shared with the child, parent or (If the family has not
guardian, attorney and the referring entity What if consent is not given already been pr_cu\rided
- "'_L- by the child, parent or the opportunity to
) participate in the needs
o guardian to make referrals assee=ment. it will be
With consent from family and referring entity, recommended referrals are made or if the referring entity oFFer:adJ.
to Community Based Services (ex. Diversion, Boys & Girls club), Behavioral Health does not agree with the —
Services (ex. Mental Health Agencies, Counseling, Psychiatry), Care Management recommendations ‘JVL'
A - - - 2
Entity (ex. Fast Forward) u:!r_ Voluntary Sn_arhrlcem_:hruugh the Divizion for Children from the assessment? caPle T s e
Youth and Families (ex. Multisystemic Therapy, Intercept) - -
\\ = resulting in a true finding.
‘J'_'L " With consent of the youth,
N If referral is made for Voluntary Servicesthrough the following consultation

with counsel, report (or
prior report) is admissible
for Court disposition.

Division for Children Youth and Families, case will be
assigned to a Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer for case
Aszessment case remains open for up to 60 days to assist manage me nt.
the family with referrals and connection to services.
Once referrals are made, closing letter is sent.

—
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What if the child or family does not comply with the recommendations made by the
Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer or withdraws consent to participate at any phase?




Hon. Susan W. Ashley

Deputy Administrative Judge
NH Circuit Court

sashley@courts.state.nh.us

CONTACT US

Amy McCormack

Associate Bureau Chief
Field Services-Juvenile Justice
NH Division for Children, Youth and Families
Amy.McCormack@dhhs.nh.gov

Moira O’Neill, Ph.D.
Office of Child Advocate
O'Neill, Moira
Moira.K.ONeill@ChildAdvocate.nh.gov

Joseph E. Ribsam, Jr.

Director
NH Division for Children, Youth and Families
Joseph.E.RibsamJr@dhhs.nh.gov

Nicole Rodler

NH Juvenile Court Diversion Network
Rochester Police Dept. Diversion Coordinator

nicole.rodler@rochesternh.net

Pamela Jones, Esq.

Managing Attorney
Nashua Public Defender’s Office
pjones@nhpd.org

Steve Ranfos, Esq.

Prosecutor
City of Manchester

sranfos2@manchesternh.gov

Richard Sarette

Field Administrator
Field Services-Juvenile Justice
NH Division for Children, Youth and Families
Richard.R.Sarette@dhhs.nh.gov

Jeff Sellars

Assessment Administrator
Field Services-Juvenile Justice
NH Division for Children, Youth and Families
Jeffrey.D.Sellars@dhhs.nh.gov




Cohort #1 Regional Juvenile Probation and Parole Officer Contacts

AnneMarie Donovan
Keene District Office
Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Supervisor
AnneMarie.Donovan@dhhs.nh.gov

Jacqueline Waldvogal
Keene District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Jacqueline.H.Waldvogal@dhhs.nh.gov

Jessica Walker
Keene District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Jessica.L.Walker@dhhs.nh.gov

Richard Long
Dover District Office

Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Supervisor
Richard.A.Long@dhhs.nh.gov

Nathan Rowell
Dover District Office

Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Asst. Supervisor

Nathan.C.Rowell@dhhs.nh.gov

Dana Bickford
Dover District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Dana.).Bickford@dhhs.nh.gov

Leah Estes
Dover District Office

Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Leah.N.Estes@dhhs.nh.gov

Kimberly Tapply
Dover District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Kimberly.A.Tapply@dhhs.nh.gov

Justin Robinson
Newport District Office
Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Supervisor
Justin.P.Robinson@dhhs.nh.gov

Jodi Varney
Newport District Office

Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Jodi.LVarney@dhhs.nh.gov

Ashley Mills

Newport District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Ashley.J.Mills@dhhs.nh.gov

Lance Paquette
Southern District Office
Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Supervisor
Lance.O.Paquette@dhhs.nh.gov

Gerard Quin
Southern District Office
Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer Asst. Supervisor
Gerard.P.Quin@dhhs.nh.gov

Tiffany Rotolo
Southern District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Tiffany.L.Rotolo@dhhs.nh.gov

Christopher Silver
Southern District Office
Assessment Juvenile Probation & Parole Officer
Christopher.H.Silver@dhhs.nh.gov
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