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_ TRAIN
- RIDES!

e The Mountaineer offers a

4-hour scenic journey

over Crawford Notch.

* The Valley Train is
a short heritage-rail excursion
that has been popular

with families and children
since 1974.

* Now offering Crawford
boarding options and
Hiker’s tickets!

* See website for events and
on-train performances including
Muvrder on the Rails!

- CALL OR BOOK ONLINE -
ConwayScenic.com
(603)356-5251

38 Norcross Circle,

North Conway Village, NH
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The Mountaineer offers a supremely scenic je

over New Hampshire's Crawfo


https://www.conwayscenic.com/
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https://friendlybeaver.com/
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Neeley Luna, a singer for the rock band The Far, performs a song at the Summer Stroll in
Nashua in 2025 as the crowd watching her is reflected in her sunglasses. This year’s event
is scheduled for July 25. Jodie Andruskevich/Union Leader file

All eyes are on summer 2026

Having spent most of my life in New Hampshire, | can say without hesitation
that summers here are something special. After patiently enduring the long
winter and a muddy spring, warm weather and long days finally arrive — and
we make every moment count in a season that always feels too short.

We've put together a guide to some of the best places and events the Granite
State has to offer, so you can make the most of this time with the people you
love. And with July 4th marking America’s 250th birthday — a once-in-a-lifetime
semiquincentennial celebration — there’s even more reason to get out and
explore. For information on special commemorative events, visit unionleader.
com.

Melanie Hitchcock

Editor in Chief
New Hampshire Union Leader

ON THE COVER: Young surfers have fun at Sawyers Beach in Rye in July 2025.
Mark Bolton/Union Leader file

UMMER MODE: ON

Walk the Flume Gorge boardwalks,
bike the Rec Path and paddle Echo
Lake. Franconia Notch is where
summer adventure starts.



https://www.nhstateparks.org/find-parks-trails/franconia-notch-state-park
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MOUNT WASHINGTON

Amwy%
all-season ESCAPE
since 1902,

Every season brings something special at Omni Mount

Washington Resort & Spa. Discover scenic gondola rides,
zipline tours, a nature-inspired spa, championship golf
and award-winning skiing—all set against the breathtaking
White Mountains. Plan your getaway and make

unforgettable memories all year long.

BRETTONWOODS.COM



https://www.brettonwoods.com/
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1 « Contoocook
River Canoe (o.

On a hot summer day,
there’s nothing more relaxing
than canoeing on one of New
Hampshire’s many rivers. If you
are new to the pastime, you
might be wondering where to
start. That's where Contoocook
River Canoe Co. comes in.
Whether you want torenta
kayak, canoe or paddleboard,
take lessons or just get some
advice, it’s a great place to check
out. Bonus: You can sign up for
a 9-mile shuttle trip that starts
right fromiits location.

CONCORD
contoocookcanoe.com

3. North Country
Moose Festival

Afestival so epicit’s held in two

states, the North Country Moose Festival

features a moose-calling contest, dog
show, Classic Car Cruise Parade, food,

music and vendors. Activities take place

on Main Street in Colebrook on Friday,

Aug. 29, and continue on Saturday at the

Canaan Rec Park in Canaan, Vermont.

COLEBROOK
mygonorth.com/moose-festival

Facebook

Mason Hoover of Arnie’s Place in Concord serves up an ice cream cone toa
customer during last year’s festival. Mark Bolton/Union Leader file

2. Market Days
Festival

[t's the 50th anniversary of the three-
day street festival, which is put together
by Intown Concord. North Main Street
is closed to traffic to make room for
vendors, food and entertainment. One
of the highlights of this year’s festival is
an appearance by the Freese Brothers
Big Band on Thursday night. The festival
runs June 25-27. Admission is free.

CONCORD | marketdaysfestival.com

4. Jericho ATV Weekend

The North Country’s premier ATV weekend returns July 31 and
Aug. 1. The event features a downtown block party, torchlit pa-
rade, poker run, chicken wing cook-off competition and concerts
in the park. No ATV? No problem. Show up for the fun and food.

BERLIN | androscogginvalleychamber.com
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HAMILTON Hamilon Marine has everything you need for a fun, safe, and well-prepared boating season.
M A RI N E From life vests and first aid kits to EPIRBs and flares, you'll find all the essentials and more, in one

convenient place. Come visit our storefront in W W]m
, (]

O 800-639-2715 () hamiltonmarine.com

Kittery « Portland « Rockland « Searsport « SW Harbor « Jonesport | Maine



https://hamiltonmarine.com/
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5. Taco Tour

Every year, thousands of taco
lovers flock to downtown Manchester
to eat as many tacos as they can from
dozens of restaurants in four hours.
Take the challenge May 28 and be
sure to visit the two stages, the band

6. Mount Washington
cruises

No summer is complete without
taking a cruise on the historic M/S Mount
Washington, which has been sailing
Lake Winnipesaukee since 1872. The
company connects the ports of Weirs
Beach, Wolfeboro, Meredith, Alton Bay
and Center Harbor. This summer the
refurbished Winnipesaukee Belle will
relaunch from its Meredith port. Sunset,
brunch, cocktail and special event cruises
will be available.

stage at Elm Street and the artist Hungry diners dig in at Taco Tour Manchester in 2024

stage at Hanover Street, to check out David Lane/Union Leader file MEREDITH | cruisenh.com
local talent. :
MANCHESTER

tacotourmanchester.com

ARCAIDB & BITIIEINAY
IDAIRITY CENTIER

INDOOR (=L ACG LIRS

101 Mulberry Street Claremont, NH 03743

WWW.PIRATEMINIGOLF.COM

Best e

UNiON LEADER
Readers®Choice

Specialty
Shop in NH

“Inspiring our community
through education and
creativity, one person and
one quilt at a time.”

— —

30% OFF

|
One regular priced I
item. |

(Excludes
BERNINA sewing |
machines or '

software)

199 State Rte 101 Unit 2,
Ambherst, NH 03031
603-384-2557
nightowlquiltingstudio.com



https://www.pirateminigolfnh.com/
https://nightowlquiltingstudio.com/
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Festival

for more than 35 years.

7. Hillshoro Summer

If you've never seen a women’s skillet
toss, this is your chance. It’s one of the many
activites being held as part of the Hillsboro
Summer Festival on July 9-12. Carnival
rides, food trucks, beer tent, live music, K-9
Unit show and fireworks are some of the
highlights. This has been a family favorite

HILLSBOROUGH | hillsborosummerfest.com

J
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9. Lost River Gorge

& Boulder Caves

Beauty and adventure are
hallmarks of the Lost River Gorge
& Boulder Caves. You can follow
a 1-mile wooden boardwalk trail
through the gorge along the lost
river. Experience the 11 boulder
caves and admire the waterfalls.
You can even pan for gemstones
and fossils.

NORTH WOODSTOCK
lostrivergorge.com

J

Lost River Gorge pictured
here on opening day in
early May. Facebook

' )
é )

8. American
Independence
Festival

This is the perfect year
to take part in this annual
festival, as the United States
celebrates the 250th year
of its founding. On July 11,
you'll witness the arrival of
the Declaration and hear a
live reading, and you can
explore historic trades from
artisans practicing tradition-
al skills and crafts. Join the
\, colonial games, dance, listen
tomusicand have a brew in
the beer garden.

JJ Sodaitis waves an American flag as he interacts with Eli Huebner, a
member of the 4th (King’s Own) Regiment during the festivities in 2025.
Union Leader file EXETER

aicnh.org/american-
independence-festival

\\ J
\
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10. The Palace
Theatre

The historic theater located
in downtown Manchester is a
nonprofit venue that presents
acts but also hosts its own profes-
sional company, youth and teen
programs. Shows from the Palace
Youth Theatre and Palace Teen
Company are on the calendar,
along with tribute shows and an
annual presentation of films from y
the previous NH Film Festival.
Don’t miss the Red White & Eric Esposito and Heather Robins in their backyard garden during
Bloom Garden Tour on June 20. the 2024 Palace Theatre Garden Tour in Manchester. Union Leader
file

MANCHESTER
palacetheatre.org
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11. Get away: Moose Tours

N H resorts Your chances of seeing a moose in New

Hampshire go up when you take a tour with

a guide. Pemi Valley Moose Tours take you

t > oms Oft.hir? est plf\dces on a three-hour trip through the White

Igc\;iz?i Ir(i)nhl':]heriﬁoll\flev?/re Mountains in air-conditioned comfort while
19 . you search out the mighty moose.

Hampshire. Escape from reality

and head to Steele Hill Resorts

in the Lakes Region, which L LINCOLN | moosetoursnh.com )

boasts two indoor and two

outdoor pools, 9-hole golf 7

course and spectacular views.

The Omni Mount Washington 13 . J

in the North Country features () Blke WEEk

a luxury spa, outdoor heated A motorcydlist cruises down Lakeside Avenue

pool complex and resort A staple of summer fun in New Hampshire, Laconia Motorcycle Week is celebrat- in Laconia during Bike Week in 2018. Union
stables. ing 103 years in 2026. From June 13 to 21, enjoy live music and events at what is Leader file

often called the oldest motorcycle rally in the United States. Events include the 20th
omnihotels.com annual Peter Makris Memorial Ride on June 13 and the City of Laconia Bike Show on

steelehillresorts.com June 19. Check out the event’s website for an up-to-date list of activities.

LACONIA | laconiamcweek.com

KAYAK, CANOE & S.U.P. PADDLERS WANTED

The 2026 Season is here and we have the Kayaks,
Canoes, S.U.P. & Accessories to meet your paddling needs.

We have been fitting paddlers in boats for 30 years!

Guided Kayak
Fishing Trips

Sales & Rentals
We offer Kayak, Canoe &
Stand Up Paddle Board Rentals
on the Contoocook River and
the Merrimack River.

Instructions

A.CA. Kayak &
S.U.P. Instructions

- Canoes, Kayaks & S.U.P.
Trade-Ins Welcomed

« As Always, New Canoes, Kayaks
& S.U.P. can be Test Paddled on
the Contoocook River

«We Sell Used Canoes, Kayaks & S.U.P.

CONTOOCOOK RIVER CANOE CO.

9 Horse Hill Road, Concord, NH (603) 753-9804

With over 200 Canoes, Kayaks & S.U.P. in stock, we have what
you're looking for! Plus a complete line of accessories.

www.contoocookcanoe.com



https://www.seacoastsciencecenter.org/
https://contoocookcanoe.com/
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14. Blackbeard's Cove
Adventure Golf

Whether you are playing on an indoor, outdoor or
themed mini-golf course, there is a lot of fun to be had
on a summer afternoon. But have you ever played 18
holes of mini golf under blacklight? Blackbeard’s Cove
Adventure Golf is upping the game with its 3D adventure
course. Ifyou prefer to play mini golf outdoors,
Blackbeard's is working on an outdoor project.

CLAREMONT | pirateminigolfnh.com

16. NH State Parks

15. The Fort at No. 4

Visit this open-air living history
museum and experience life as it was
during colonial times from 1735-1770.
The grounds recreate the details of
the original structures that existed in
1746. On the last Saturday of each month
in 2026, the museum will host a special
event centered on Revolutionary War.

CHARLESTOWN | fortat4.org

If you are looking to get outdoors, head to a NH State Park. NH State Parks manages
94 properties, which include parks, campgrounds, beaches, historic sites and trails.
Hike at Monadnock State Park in Jaffrey. Take a bike ride at Bear Brook State Park in
Allenstown. Grab your tent or RV and choose from 23 campgrounds.

nhstateparks.org

A permanent historical marker was placed at the Fort at No. 4 in
Charlestown. A ceremony was held in August 2025. Provided by the

?GLEN, NH



https://storylandnh.com/
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Making space for those
who matter most.

That’'s MERRIMACK Style!

—

We're now offering construction loans for
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)—a smart
way to expand your living space and your
impact. Whether you're housing a family
member or generating rental income, opting
for an ADU helps increase housing options
and affordability right in your own backyard.

Scan to learn more!

* Scanning this QR code
may result in additional
charges from your carrier
or phone service provider.

themerrimack.com | 800.541.0006

s = MERRIMACK Momber

w5 COUNTY SAVINGS BANK nms #3393 FDIC e



https://www.themerrimack.com/
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17. America’s Stonehenge 18. Clark’s Trading Post
This historic site preserves more than 4,000 years of human , -
history. Explore the rock formations, landscapes and active Gaﬂzs Bf;; \S/\rl](())l‘ll‘msa?lgx?;li?g;\’/lgrj]tstifrls Shootin
archeological sites. Check out the Oracle Chamber, The Grooved these )z;’re st a few 01" the reasons vou
Table, the Watch House Chamber and many more structures. should heJa d to Lincoln where vou y
Kids can even use real tools to dig out gemstones at the Kids’ ilh f bl y
Gemstone Dig. will have an unforgettable
experience.
SALEM | stonehengeusa.com LINCOLN | clarksbears.com
\ . \ S
[ N
19. brive-in movies
There’s something magical about watching a movie on a summer

night under the stars. New Hampshire is home to three drive-ins where

you can curl up in the comfort of your car and take in a double feature.

WEIRS BEACH: weirsdrivein.com (movies return in July)

NORTHFIELD | northfielddrivein.com

MILFORD | milforddrivein.com

\\ J/ clarksbears.com

DISCOVER onEe oF THE WORLD’S

- oN MounT WASHINGTON
ALL YEAR LONG!

thecog.com



https://www.thecog.com/
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22, lickee's
& Chewy’s

If you are yearning for
something sweet, this
medieval-themed destina-
tion is the place to stop. In
addition to candy, including
homemade confections, there
is a chocolate factory and ice
cream and dessert restaurant.

DOVER | lickeesnchewys.com

20. Scenic RailRiders

Since 2019, this family-owned company
has been providing rail-bike tours on
abandoned railroad tracks, allowing folks
to pedal along and enjoy the scenery.
Unfortunately, this is likely to be the
RailRiders’ last year due to the expansion
of the Greenway rail trail. Don’t miss your
last chance to experience the fun.

CONCORD | scenicrailriders.com

Rebecca and Chris Smith of Wells,
Maine, pedal a rail bike over a
railroad bridge on a tour with
Scenic RailRiders in Concord in
2021. David Lane/Union Leader file

Alabyrinth at Petals in
the Pines in Canterbury.
Provided by Petals in the
Pines

One of the many
confections you'll
find at Lickee’s and
Chewy’s—aking
shake. Facebook

21. Bank of NH Pavilion

You'll find the hottest singing acts at this
Lakes Region venue all summer long. Just a few
of the artists stopping by in 2026 are Bob Dylan,
Luke Bryan, Sarah Mclachlan, Dave Matthews
Band, Hayley Williams, Jason Aldean and
Dierks Bentley. Start your day tailgating, and if
you don’t feel like driving home after a show,
consider spending the night at the venue’s
campground.

GILFORD | banknhpavilion.com

23. Petals in the Pines

It’s the last year for Petals in the Pines, which
will close after its 17th season. Don’t miss your
chance to take a break (and a deep breath) to walk
the trails or the labyrinths. Stop at the farm stand
porch for a bucket and scissors and pick your own
flowers. Programs offered for kids include Tale
Trails and Spread Your Wings days.

CANTERBURY | petalsinthepines.com
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LIVE MUSIC

150+ VENDORS
KIDS' ACTIVITIES
FREE TO ATTEND

June 25-27
10 AM t0o 10 PM

MARKETDAYSFESTIVAL.COM

rtist: Saad Hindal



https://www.marketdaysfestival.com/
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24, Hampton Beach

Hampton Beach is the place to be all
summer for food, fireworks and fun —
and there is a full slate of events planned.

« Hampton Beach Sand Sculpting Classic:
June 18-20

- Country Music Fest: July 7-8

- Hampton Beach Children’s Festival:
Aug. 1721

- Hampton Beach Talent Show: Aug. 22-23

- Hampton Beach Seafood Festival:
Sept. 11-13

- Monday night movies on the beach,
fireworks and the summer concert series

hamptonbeach.org

\ J

Hampton Beach attracts big crowds
on hot summer days. Union Leader file

Dine In, Takeout and Curbside available
Opening at 11:30am

Thursday Specializing in Turkey, Seafood,
Trivia Night Steaks and Sandwiches
at 7pm Plenty of Parking
Friday Accepting all major credit cards.
Live Music 233 Daniel Webster Hwy,
starting at 5pm MEREDITH, NH

603-279-6212 ¢ www.hartsturkeyfarm.com



https://www.hartsturkeyfarm.com/
https://lanternlightcamps.org/
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25, Hampton Beach
Casino Ballroom

Changes will be coming in the next
few years as the Hampton Beach casino
project, which includes a new ballroom,
hotel and gaming, takes shape. Butin
the meantime, the good times continue
to roll for the almost 100-year-old
venue. Artists appearing this summer
include David Lee Roth, The Beach
Boys, Jo Dee Messina, String Cheese
Incident, Air Supply, Yacht Rock Revue-
Primetime, W.A.S.P and Sevendust, and
many more.

HAMPTON BEACH
casinoballroom.com

\. S
The Hampton Beach Casino L

Ballroom has been a staple in the
state for almost 100 years. Getty

DISCOVER ADVENTURE

LOSTRIVERGORGE.COM ¢ 603.745.8031



https://lostrivergorge.com/
https://www.strawberybanke.org/
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26. Gunstock’s
Adventure Resort

Winter is for skiing, but sum-
mer is for outdoor adventure at
Gunstock. You'll get your adrena-
line pumping on the mountain
coaster, zipline, scenic lift ride
or try out the Aerial Treetop
Adventure course — it’s one of
New England’s largest.

GILFORD | gunstock.com

Rental 2 8 .
olersiats 206 Remix Skate
to roll at
remsine | O EVENt Center
Cfnli\g?r: If you are feeling nostalgic for 1980s
Manchester fun, Remix has you covered. Walking
Davel ane) into the brightly colored Remix s like
Union Leader - "olling backin time. Remix offers
file ~all-skate sessions, or if you are an

adult who wants to take a retro deep
dive, they also have adult-only skate
nights where you can shoot the duck
while listening to tunes that evoke
memories of legwarmers and neon.

MANCHESTER | skateremix.com

29, League of NH
Craftsmen Fair

The fair, which was created in partnership
with the Governor’s Office in the wake of the
Great Depression, began in 1933. It runs nine
days and features the work of hundreds of
member artisans specializing in handmade
crafts induding woodworking, pottery, textiles,
jewelry and more. This year’s fair is Aug. 1-9.

NEWBURY | nhcrafts.org

2], Conway Scenic
Railroad

Get a different perspective by view-
ing the state from a different mode of
transportation. You can have an old-
fashioned railroading experience. Grab a
seat on the Mountaineer, which travels
across Crawford Notch, ride in a vintage
rail car on the Valley Train Excursion, or
for something completely different, hop
aboard a murder mystery rail trip.

NORTH CONWAY | conwayscenic.com

The Mountaineer offers the most
scenic excursion as it travels across
Crawford Notch. Keith Murray,
WMWYV Radio/Facebook

Blacksmith Gary Kalajian of Ararat Forge in Bradford
demonstrates his skills at last year’s fair. David Lane/Union

Leader file
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30, Bedrock
Jill Nooney and her husband,
Bob Munger, spent 40 years
designing and building the
30-acre garden that the public
can enjoy. You'll need a map to
make sure you see as many of the
gardens as possible, including
The Nexus, Wildlife Pond and the
Spiral Garden. Don’t be surprised
to see many butterflies on your
visit. Don’t miss the 10th annual
Fairy and Hobbit Festival taking
place July 17-19.It’s a a three-day
celebration of creativity, nature
play and imagination. y
LEE | bedrockgardens.org Dover High School students make flower bracelets at the Fairy and Hobbit
\ /) Festival in 2024, an annual event at Bedrock Gardens. Union Leader file
7
é )
32, Madame
Sherri Forest
Antoinette De Lilas (later
changed to “Sherri”) was an actress
and socialite who amassed a for-
tune in New York City in the 1920s
and '30s. After spending summers
with friends in New Hampshire,
she purchased farmland in 1930
and builta 15-room estate. Long
abandoned and lost to fire, what
remains is the stonework from the
original structure. It’s one of the
\ most interesting spots to visit in the
state.
The staircase at Madame Sherri Forest is a popular destination around
Halloween and was the inspiration for a recent horror novel by Chuck Wendig CHESTERFIELD | forestsociety.org
called “The Staircase in the Woods.” If you visit, do not climb on the staircase as
it is increasingly unstable. Provided by Carrie Deegan of the Forest Society \_ S

31. Keene

Swamp Bats

June 4 s opening night for the
Keene Swamp Bats, whichisa
baseball team affiliated with the New
England Collegiate Baseball League.
Among the team’s many promo-
tional nights, the biggest one may be
Independence Eve. On July 3, the City
of Keene’s fireworks spectacular will
startimmediately following the game.
Of course, you don’t want to miss the
mascot, Ribby, who likes to hang out
atthe games.

KEENE | swampbats.com

4 N

33. Granite State
Whale Watch

Learn about the ocean and
coastal environment as you keep
an eye out for whales while boat-
ing off New Hampshire’s coastline.
The narrated, naturalist-led whale
watches last four to five hours and
depart once or twice daily.

RYE HARBOR
granitestatewhalewatch.com

\ J




N.H. Guide to Summer NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER | Page 21

PATH

Choose the Road Less Traveled

SPECTACULAR VIEWS,

UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES STEELE HILL RESORTS

BEACHSIDE LUXURY,

SPACIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS, SUMMIT RESORT
CENTRALLY LOCATED

1-800-627-3112 - PATHRESORTS.COM



https://pathresorts.com/
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34, Flume Gorge

View breathtaking sights when
you walk The Flume Trail, a 2-mile
loop around a natural gorge,
where the walls of granite can be
as high as 90 feet. From the top of @ )
the gorge, you get a close view of

Avalanche Falls. On a hot day, the 35 o Great Bay National

cool mist is a welcome relief.

s s Estuarine Research Reserve J

The Great Bay Estuarine
. J There’s so much to do on the 10,000-plus acres Research Reserve also

Visitors hike through the protected by the Great Bgy Nathnal Estugnne has an osprey cam. You
Flume Gorge in Au%ust Research Reserve, including fishing, boating, can view it on YouTube.
2025. Roberta Baker/Union hiking and birding. The lands and trails are free Facebook
Leader file and open to the public every day from dawn to

dusk. Check out the Discovery Center Exhibit Room

from 10a.m. to4 p.m.

GREENLAND | greatbay.org

\ J
. J

RCVehicles « RC Aircraft
Models - Toys

Games - Learning
Arts & Crafts « Puzzles

LWAYS WANIEDMQG RIDE IHE RAIL
2026 is YOUR LAST CHANCE!

Come pedal the rails on our custom-made Rail Bikes! Our 6.2 mile trip m ®
takes about an hour and 45 minutes and is fun for all ages!
New 2.3 mile evening Holiday Lights Tour Mid-November through Christmas Weekend!

Scenic Railriders

Visit us at www.scenicrailriders.com

OPEN MAY THRU OCTOBER—ADVANCE BOOKING RECOMMENDED
188 SEWALLS FALLS ROAD - CONCORD, NH 03301 - 603-931-1700



https://scenicrailriders.com/
https://www.hobbytown.com/
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36. Strawbery Banke

Travel through time to learn all about the Puddle Dock
neighborhood in Portsmouth. After you tour the historic
homes, don’t miss the landscape, which features more than 10
gardens from the Victorian-era, colonial period and more. On
Tuesday nights during the summer, Strawbery Banke hosts an
outdoor concert series — a great way to end the day.

PORTSMOUTH | strawberybanke.org

\

Campers from
aHudson
Recreation
Department
program cheer
for the stadium
camera during a
New Hampshire
Fisher Cats’ game
in July 2025. It
was “Camp Day”
at the ballpark.
Mark Bolton/
Union Leader file

You can tour the
historic homes of
the Puddle Dock
neighborhood in
Portsmouth at
Strawbery Banke.

Getty

Register today to end cancer:

TheProuty.org

Friends of
Dartmouth

Cancer Center

\

37. NH Fisher Cats

In the heart of the Queen City, you'll find the Double A
affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays. Delta Dental Stadium is a
great place to watch the Fisher Cats, with promotions nearly
every game including Tender Tuesdays, Waggin Wednesdays,
Greek Heritage Night, Princesses at the Park and WWE Night.

MANCHESTER | nhfishercats.com

Joinusin20

Dartmouth Qi}s}t311011,t11
Health MEDICINE



https://getinvolved.dartmouth-hitchcock.org/site/TR?fr_id=2240&pg=entry
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« Mount Washington
Cog Railway
Take a train ride up to the top of New Eng-
land this summer on The Cog. The engineering
marvel takes you to the 6,288-foot summit, as
you travel through three climate zones. During
the three-hour round trip (including one hour
to spend at the top) you have the chance to see
the Tip Top House Museum builtin 1853.0na The Number 6
clear day at the summit, you can see five states steam engine
and the Atlantic Ocean. puffs its way up
and over Jacob’s
thecog.com Ladder trestle
\ Y, with a passenger
caron the
historic Mount
Washington Cog
J/ Railway. Getty
[ N
[ N
[ )
. r ’
. 39. Mount Washington » —
g The Mount
rewore | Observatory 40, Mount Washington Auto Road | vshingon
uto Roa
.?1 bJseIrvgggay Take the opportunity to tour the weather observa- The Auto Road first opened in 1861 and is America’s oldest has been
lll u yL d ’ tory on Mount Washington, aka the “Home of the manmade tourist attraction. Book a guided tour of the 7.6-mile family-
nion Lea f7r World’s Worst Weather,” which is open through mid- road that gains more than 4,000 feet in elevation. Or drive owned and
e October. The weather station, and the Extreme Mount it yourself. You know you want that “This Car Climbed Mt. operated
Washington Museum, are in Mount Washington State Washington” bumper sticker. The Auto Road is a scenic way to get since 1906.
Park in the Sherman Adams Visitor Center. to Mt. Washington Observatory. Getty
mountwashington.org mt-washington.com
\. J \_ J
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The sweetest destination in New Hampshire

One of a kind, award winning,
medieval-themed ice cream, candy and
chocolate kingdom

Home of the Kingshake, a massive candy selection
and handmade chocolates

53 Washington St, Suite 100, Dover, NH 03820 | (603) 343-1799
lickeesnchewys.com



https://lickeesnchewys.com/
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\ 41. starlsland _J
Since 1916, the You are only 7 miles off the New Hampshire coast,
nonprofit Star but when you are on Star Island, you feel like you are
Island Corp. aworld away. For a taste of island living, stay for the
has owned and day, or spend the night by signing up for one of Star
ted th
operated the Island’s programs or a one-night personal retreat. é )
_ lsland. Ferry services are located in Portsmouth and Rye.
Union Leader file 42 S ) V. "
ISLES OF SHOALS | starisland.org o Jantas\Vi age J
\. J Celebrate Christmas while wearing shorts Luke and Lilly Connor
and eating ice cream from Frosty’s Freezer. enjoy,thgmsel\{es at
< \ Ifyou are a kid or a kid at heart, you'll feel Santa’s Village in 2024.
joy visiting Santa, riding the Skyway Sleigh, Provided by Morgen
feeding the reindeer or taking in a showing Connor
of A Tinkerdoodle Christmas. Don’t miss the
Jolly June FEASTival when the park marks
the halfway point to Christmas.
JEFFERSON | santasvillage.com
\ S
[ [ N
- 43, Castle in the Clouds 44, thocolate Festival
Surrounded by Castle in the Clouds in the Lakes Region — originally called Lucknow — is Enjoy an indulgent night in Town Square
trees, Castle in a 6,300-acre property that was developed in 1913 by Tomas G. Plant, a wealthy on July 26. Every type of chocolate dessert
the Clouds is shoe manufacturer. Tour the expansive estate including the mansion and gardens, will be available at this annual event, as you
impressive. hit the walking trails or feed the ducks at Shannon Pond. The Lucknow Estate was take in the free outdoor concert and sunset
Provided by Lakes designated a National Historic Landmark in 2024. over Corcoran Pond.
Region Seaplane )
Service MOULTONBOROUGH | castleintheclouds.org WATERVILLE VALLEY | waterville.com
\ \ S
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(603) 856-7598

www. heminisplitinstallers.com

Upgrade to a new mini split system today!

_ Ductless Mini Split Systems

~___are an energy efficient,
environmentally friendly way
to heat AND cool your home

BEAT THE
SUMMER RUSH

GET
500 OFF

NEW SYSTEM
INSTALL

(valid through June 10, 2026)

| S—



https://www.neminisplitinstallers.com/
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45. Polar Caves

The last Ice Age played a big
partin forming an attraction
that visitors have been flock-
ing to since 1922. Polar Caves
is home to nine granite caves
that were formed by boulders
deposited by a glacier. Aftera
day of exploring, you can spend
time at the animal exhibit.

RUMNEY | polarcaves.com

Passages

are tight but
manageable for
most visitors

at Polar Caves.
Facebook

BEAR SHOWS * TRAIN RIDES * WOLFMAN
YANDONG'’S CHINESE ACROBATS & MUCH MORE!

CLARKSBEARS.COM 603-745-8913

110 U.S. Route 3, Lincoln, NH 03251

@ )

[ ) -
46, ater Country Park fans
named Water
Cool down and find adventure at Water Country, New Eng- Country’s
land’s largest water park. Enjoy 18 water attractions, including mascot Sprpce
the Giant Wave Pool and Happy Harbor. Special events include the the MOOSE.'"
Father’s Day Flop (June 21), Celebrate America Week (June 21-July | 2024. Provided
5) and Kids Fest (Aug. 10-16). Water Country opens June 6. by Water
Country

PORTSMOUTH | watercountry.com
. J

OPEN

7 days-a-week
Memorial Day

thru Labor Day
Closed July 4

_J center

KICK OFF
TO SUMMER

Presented by
- Dartmouth
June 20 26ih % Health Children’s
Celebrating the 20th Anniversary
of the LEGO® Millyard Project E E

«  Fun hands-on activities with LEGO®

e Special displays
e Learn about the record-holding model E "

200 Bedford Street, Manchester, NH - 603-669-0400 - see-sciencecenter.org


https://clarksbears.com/
https://see-sciencecenter.org/
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47, seacoast Science Center
Hands-on activities that kids can engage in and learn from is what
the Seacoast Science Center at Odiorne Point State Park is all about.
From wildlife kayak tours to nature programs, there’s something for
everyone. Be sure to check out the tide pools and mark your calendars
for a special day of activities on World Ocean Day June 20.
RYE | seacoastsciencecenter.org
William
Johnson 4 N
searches for 48
b . . LJ
e 0. Saint-Gaudens National /
the Seacoast : : Formal
Science HIStOfIC Pa rk gardensin
i summer
%,Ztsrrl m The park is dedicated to preserving the legacy of sculptor bloom
World Ocean Augustus Saint-Gaudens. More than 100 of his works are on at Saint-
Day in display at the park that includes his home, studios and grounds. Gaudens.
2023. Union The park hosts a summer concert series, talks and tours. You can Provided by
Leade"r file also walk several nature trails in more than 100 acres of forest. z,e ,/(Vgﬁor-'al
ark Service
CORNISH | nps.gov
\. S \. S

Guided Squam Lake Cruises
Mid-May - Mid-October

CONN ECTION Live Animal Trail open a/ai/y
May 1 - November 1

wo N D E R Summer Day Camps

202 6 SPECIAL EVENTS Hiking Trails
Member Solstice 6/24

Movie Night 7/22

Nature for Everyone Barn Bash 7/16
Animal Birthday Bash 8/12

Annual Meeting & Summer Social 8/6

Scan or visit
M 4/ NHNATURE.ORG
Y for tickets & events!

™

Raptor Migration Celebration 9/19 SCIEN,
Grandparents Day 10/3 Q.P'\' ‘}.
Howl O Ween 10/24 ,9 6 “-\1_
Fall New Hampshire Day 11/1 < n
New August BioBlitz events weekly! z vears  F
Science Lecture Series SQUAM LAKES



https://nhnature.org/

Page 30 | NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER

N.H. Guide to Summer

classic arcade games.

LACONIA |funspotnh.com

according to the Guinness Book of World Records, boasting more Laconia.
than 600 games and 70,000-square feet of entertainment space.
After you hit the arcade, go bowling or head to the 18-hole indoor Funspot
golf course. Don’t miss the American Classic Arcade Museum

located on the top floor, which is dedicated to the preservation of

Provided by

as a research submarine. Now it’s a National Historic
Landmark site that features a maritime museum and
memorial garden. Take a tour of the submarine to see
where sailors slept and ate. You can even look through
the periscope.

PORTSMOUTH | ussalbacore.org

N
s
49, Canobie Lake Park 50. squam Lak
« Squam Lakes
Canobie Lake Park opened in 1902 and has ]
been a source of family entertainment ever Natu ral SClence center
since. Initially opened by a trolley lineas a
resort to increase business, it's now home to Walk among where New Hampshire's
more than 85 rides, games and attractions, wildlife resides. The live animal exhibit trail,
including the famous wooden Yankee Can- where you can get close to black bears,
nonball coaster. Take a wild ride on Canobie’s bobcats, foxes and deer, is waiting for you to
Untamed, complete with a 97-degree drop. explore. Walking around Kirkwood Gardens
) and hiking the trails complete the day. The
SALEM | canobie.com science center is celebrating its 60th an- Yy
niversary this year.
G Bear 2022 in his enclosure at Squam Lakes Natural Science Center in
HOLDERNESS |nhnature.org 2023. Union Leader file
é N
4 )
é N
( S 52 Th
e USS Albacore
51 Play more ° Albacore Park sits in a dry basin,
which offers a
i FunSPOt ;2?25502?( The USS Albacore was built at the Portsmouth full view of the
New Hampshire is home to the largest arcade in the world, Funspotin VRIS AN I TREE) 7 i2 e h 17 entire submarine

at Albacore Park
in Portsmouth.
Jason Schreiber/
Union Leader
Correspondent
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Over 50 TOURS available!

2026 TOURS INCLUDE:

+ Tanglewood & the Berkshires ~ July 12-13
» Saratoga Springs ~ July 21-23

« NY Botanical Garden ~ Aug 31-Sept 1
 Fall in the Hudson Valley ~ Sept 21-24

» Montreal Gardens of Light ~ Oct 1-3

e Autumn in the Poconos ~ Oct 5-8

« WICKED The Musical in Boston ~ Oct 28
o A Williamsburg Christmas ~ Dec 3-8

e ACHRISTMAS CAROL ~ Dec 9

NEW!! 2027 SIGNATURE TOURS:.

» Holland & Belgium Tulip Time ~ April 10-20
o Canadian Rockies ~ August 22-31

» Hawaii & South Pacific Islands ~ Nov 5-19
e More coming soon!

Visit our website to see ALL of our tours!

—

Terrapin Tours

W
W

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF TRAVEL

Terrapin Tours offers high-quality group tours
departing from New Hampshire. From day
trips to once-in-a-lifetime adventures, we offer
a variety of destinations and tours to suit every
traveler. Relax and enjoy beautiful
destinations and the company of your fellow
travelers while we handle all of the details!

OFFERING 50 TOURS A YEAR!
All tours depart from Concord, NH



https://terrapintours.com/
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The Turtle
Twirl,
originally
introduced
in 1996, is
returning
this season.
Provided by
Story Land

53. Story Land

Take a ride to the White Mountains and
become enchanted with the fairy-tale
feeling of Story Land. The park features
more than 50 attractions, including the
Turtle Twirl and Crazy Barn, both of which
are making a comeback this year. You
can splash around in the all-new farm-
themed Moo Lagoon or head next door to
NH’s only aquarium, Living Shores. Story
Land is again hosting nostalgia nights
starting in July where you can relive the
memories of your childhood.

GLEN | storylandnh.com

54. NH Farm
Museum

The NH Farm Museum not only
features two farmsteads that are
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, butitis also a
working farm. The museum has
a collection of historical buildings
including a blacksmith shop, cobbler
shop, chicken coop and cider miss.
You can take a guided tour, explore
on your own and take a tractor ride.
Don’t miss Children’s Day on June
20, the Fourth on the Farm on July
4 and the 18th annual Great NH Pie
Festival on Sept. 19.

MILTON | nhfarmmuseum.org

\.

N

\.

Learn more about the sheep and
the other animals living at the
museum. Facebook

\

\.

55. Wright Museum of WWI

For more than 30 years, the educational museum’s
mission has been to create an appreciation for contribu-
tions on the homefront and on the battlefields. The
museum has two temporary exhibits this summer
including “From Sails to Atoms: The Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard” and “Always Vigilant: Civil Air Patrol from
WWiIl through today” in addition to permanent instal-
lations like the military gallery. The Wright Museum
is well-known for its collection of authentic objects
originating from the WWII era (1939-45).

WOLFEBORO | wrightmuseum.org

4 )

56. SEE Science
Center

For 40 years, the SEE Science
Center has welcomed children
and adults through its doors to
explore the world of science,

Greg Scholand of Ossipee shows his grandson Perry an exhibit
that uses Lego bricks to re-create the Millyard at the SEE
Science Center in Manchester earlier this spring. Dave Lane/
Union Leader file

hands-on. The Lego Millyard,
completed in 2006, is a must-
see attraction.

MANCHESTER
see-sciencecenter.org
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Looking for staycation
destinations this summer?

Coming Saturday, June 13, 2026

New Hampshire’s water and amusement parks, beaches, mountain park attractions,
golf courses, lakes and marinas, museums and historical sites will provide the family
fun. Whether you're looking for day trip ideas or a full week’s vacation, New Hampshire
has the resorts, restaurants and attractions to create a fun and memorable vacation.
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57. Robert Frost Farm

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;
And give us not to think so far away

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here

All simply in the springing of the year.

It’s quite possible that Robert Frost wrote
those words when he was living in his Derry
farmhouse from 1900-1911. Learn more about
the nation’s Poet Laureate and Pulitizer Prize
winner. Tours, displays, a nature/poetry trail,
programs and poetry readings are all available
at the park.

DERRY | robertfrostfarm.org y

The grounds and trails around the house
and barn are open from dusk to dawn all
year. Provided by NH State Parks

\

\

.
58. childrens
Museum of NH

p
59. Millyard Museum

Learn about the City of Manchester fromiits

\

The mission of the Children’s Mu-
seum is to inspire all to become the
next generation for innovators and
thinkers. It’s a great place for kids
ages 0-12 to engage in learning by
doing. Exhibits include Dino Detec-
tive, Music Matrix, STEAM Learning
Lab and Build It, Fly It. Don’t miss
the 14th annual NH Maker Fest on
June 6, an all-ages celebration of
creativity and innovation taking
place in and around the museum.

beginnings at the Millyard Museum, operated
by the Manchester Historic Association. Located
in the historic Amoskeag Millyard, where
Amoskeag Manufacturing Company became of
the largest textile manufacturers in the world.
Reflections of the Revolution: The Derryfield
Perspective is on exhibit this summer. The
exhibit features Manchester residents involved
in America’s fight for independence.

MANCHESTER | manchesterhistoric.org

\ J

LDOVER | childrens-museum.org

Kids dress up
and try out

the musical
instruments,
part of the One
World exhibit

at the Children’s
Museum of New
Hampshire.
Union Leader file

\

The Aviation Museum of N.H., which is located
adjacent to Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, is
where imagination takes flight. Step into the world
of aviation with the museum’s exhibits. And on
Saturdays starting at 1 p.m., visitors 13 years and
older can try the professional Elite Flight Simulator.
If you are interested in other modes of transporta-
tion, don’t miss its annual car show on July 18.

LONDONDERRY | aviationmuseumofnh.org
\,

p
60. Aviation Museum of NH

\

e/

Students
check out the
cockpit of a
FedEx 767-300
cargo jetata
recent Aviation
Museum of
N.H.s “Flights
of Discovery”
summer camp.
Provided by
the Aviation

J

Museum of NH



palubpatiog 25 Yeads lo Baalayy,

Expert Guided Tours Around the World!

Day Tours | Multi-Day Tours | Step On Guide Services
Student Travel | Specialty Groups | Receptive Services

—

* Stress-Free Travel

* Local & Trusted Tour Operator

* New Hampshire’s Favorite by Word of Mouth
* No Votes Needed - Just Referrals!

We offer a variety of tours to suit your needs.
Whether you are traveling with Friends or Family,
By Yourself or in a Group, we have a tour for you.

Life Is About
Experiences &
Memories

www.newenglandcoach.com 603-895-3000



https://www.newenglandcoach.com/

EGENDAR



https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/
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