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Thank you, Mass Media
Grace Smith
Editor-in-Chief
For the last four years of my life, I’ve dedicated a large portion of my time and energy to The Mass Media, happily doing so. Since I first attended orientation in 2018, there
hasn’t been a time where I was a Beacon and not also heavily involved with the paper.
The Mass Media has provided a space for me to find community and purpose. It has given me a reason to continue pursuing my education, even when everything in me wanted
to give up. Truthfully if I was not involved with The Mass Media, I would have taken time off from school the second we started to learn remotely.
When I first decided to attend UMass Boston four years ago, I knew that the best way to make journalistic connections and gain relevant work experience would be by working
at the newspaper. It was always ultimately my goal and dream to become the Editor-in-Chief of the paper, so naturally I cried when I was first offered the position. At the time, I had
no idea I would be taking over the production of a newspaper during a completely remote pandemic. I faced the challenge of taking over an entire staff and position that I had no
training for whatsoever during a world-wide pandemic that absolutely no one was prepared for.
While there have been many days filled with struggles these past four years, there have been just as many days filled with proud moments and pure elation. I’ve learned how to
handle any situation that’s thrown at me, and to always be adaptable as a leader.
I ultimately would not have learned any of this or had this experience, however, without the company of my Advisor, Charles Henriques. He has always been a person of support
and pushed me to be my greatest, living to my fullest potential. Any student who is lucky enough to work with Chuck will know exactly what I’m referring to.
I also would not have had such a great leadership experience without such a dependable staff, constantly putting forth full effort and adapting to the ever changing newsroom.
I lastly would like to thank my Managing Editor, Adrienne Harris-Fried, who has been my right-hand man this past year and advocated for me at times when I could not for
myself. The friendship we’ve formed from the work we’ve done together will last a lifetime and I can’t thank you enough for the constant support you have always graciously given
me.
The Mass Media has brought me to cities I never thought I’d visit, fed me meals I never thought I’d eat, and has been my excuse to live my life to the fullest for the past four years.
As I approach graduation, I feel proud more than anything. Proud of my experience, my growth, my story at UMass Boston. I still can’t help but to be sad about leaving The
Mass Media behind, but I know it has such a bright future ahead.
To all students who may read this, I hope you also find community and solitude in a club or organization on campus. It will fuel a purpose and fulfillment for you that is needed
to finish your degree.
Grace Smith ‘22
Communication and Professional New Media Studies

Adrienne Harris-Fried
Managing Editor
I joined The Mass Media during my sophomore year at UMass Boston, and I worked as the Head Copyeditor for two years. For my last year, I was promoted to Managing Editor
of the paper, and it has been one of the greatest jobs I’ve ever had. I’ve met amazing people and had incredible experiences while part of the newspaper. My only regret is not joining
the newspaper my freshman year.
As Head Copyeditor, I was not as involved with the day-to-day production of the paper as I am now. This year, as Managing Editor, I got to experience managing and working
with a team of student reporters while also trying my hand at journalism for the first time. Because of this, I have been inspired to pursue a career in journalism and media.
I have a lot of people to thank from my time at the paper. First and foremost, I would like to thank the previous Managing Editor, Meghan Connolly, for giving me a job at The
Mass Media and kickstarting my experience here. I would also like to thank all the copyeditors who worked under me during my time as Head Copyeditor for teaching me how to be
an effective team leader: Andrea, Menaka, Phaedra, Bridget and Michael.
Additionally, I want to thank my amazing advisor, Chuck Henriques, and my Editor-in-Chief, Grace Smith. They made my last year at The Mass Media memorable and enjoyable
while also teaching me valuable life lessons.
Finally, I give the biggest thank you to The Mass Media staff over the past three years, as well as the entire UMass Boston student body. Without you, none of this would’ve
been possible.
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Thousands protest for abortion rights at State House
By Kaushar Barejiya
News Writer
On the evening of Tuesday, May 3, thousands of people protested outside the Massachusetts State House to demonstrate their collective outrage for the Supreme Court’s leaked
draft of overturning Roe v. Wade. The protest rallies and gatherings sprang out less than a day after the draft was made public by Politico.
The famous Roe v. Wade case of 1973 is a landmark decision that legalized abortion nationwide and made it a constitutional right. Overturning the decision would lead to
outright bans on abortion and the crumbling of women’s abortion rights.
The initial draft written by Justice Samuel Alito was fetched by Politico. A snippet from the 98 page-long draft read: “Roe was egregiously wrong from the start. Its reasoning
was exceptionally weak, and the decision has had damaging consequences. And far from bringing about a national settlement of the abortion issue, Roe and Casey have enflamed

Continued on pg. 3

m
m

the

News EDITOR
Abigail Basile
News Writers
sean liddy
kaushar barejiya

About Us & Events

w w w. u m a s s m e d i a . c o m

Contact: Massmedia.umb@gmail.com | CC 3400
Photo Editor
Dom Ferreira

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Grace Smith
Managing Editor
adrienne harris-fried
Head Copy Editor
Phaedra ferrini

COPY EDITORs
Bridget McColgan
riley hammond

SPORTS EDITOR
Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Writer
Jack Sherman

Arts & Lifestyle Writers OPINIONS Writers
Preetan Natesh
Kyle Makkas
nicholas collins
vansh khokhani
rena weafer

Arts & Lifestyle Editor
Katrina Sanville

OPINIONS editor
James Cerone

PRODUCTION editor
Skylar Bowman

Photographers
Josh Kotler
olivia reid

contributor
Elaina Conant

Illustrator
bianca Oppedisano
STAFF ADVISOR
Charles Henriques
distributors
benjamin b. plourde
jonathan Hopkins
Social media
coordinator
Felicia osbourne

Here’s what’s happening on campus!
TUESDAY
5/10
open mat pilates
2:15 pm
Beacon fitness
center
Medlife end of
semester party
4:00 pm
integrated science
complex
power hour w/
rachel
5:30 pm
Beacon fitness
center
intervarsity
christian
fellowship weekly
meeting
5:30 pm
campus center
2nd floor 2540
End of the
Semester Game
Night!
6:00 pm
campus center
ul 330

Wednesday
5/11
catholic mass
12:00 pm
mccormack hall
interfaith center
WHISPER Showcase!
5:00 pm
university recital
hall
open-level vinyasa
5:30 pm
Beacon fitness
center
Senior Voice
Recital
6:00 pm
university hall
recital hall
Moonlit Breakfast
9:00 pm
east hall dining
commons
SMART Finals Table
9:00 pm
east hall dining
commons

THURSDAY
5/12
no classes
Barrelates fusion
2:15 pm
Beacon fitness
center
anime and manga
cluB meeting
4:00 pm
isc 3rd floor 3300
open-level vinyasa
5:30 pm
Beacon fitness
center

FRIDAY
5/13
no classes

MONDAY
5/16
first day of finals
Cram Jam
9:00 pm
east hall dining
commons
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UMass Boston Graduate wins Boston City Council
special election

Abigail Basile
News Editor

On Tuesday, May 3, UMass Boston
graduate Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta declared
victory in a Boston City Council special
election that occurred for District
One. District One covers East Boston,
Charlestown and the North End. Coletta
will become the third female to fill this
seat since its creation nearly 40 years ago
in 1983.
Coletta will take the seat of State
Senator Lydia Edwards, who endorsed the
candidate. Coletta worked on Edwards’
campaign as campaign manager and Chief
of Staff.
Two opponents faced Coletta in her
race to victory: Tania Del Rio, Executive
Director of the YWCA in Cambridge
and the former Director of the Office of
Women’s Advancement in Boston; as well
as Jorge Mendoza, a North End restaurant
owner fed up with Mayor Michelle Wu’s
costly fee for outdoor seating at restaurants
in the North End.

“We made some
ambitious plans together,
and I’m expecting every
single one of you to
hold me accountable to
them...”

-Garbriela Coletta

Del Rio and Coletta both ran as
progressive Democrats, and both had
similar positions on policies. Mendoza
announced his campaign the week before
the election and utilized a sticker-campaign
in his efforts to be elected.
4,923 votes were cast by the time the
polls closed on Tuesday. Coletta received
57 percent of the votes, Del Rio received
33 percent, and 10 percent of the votes were
write-ins. Coletta won each neighborhood
in the district, receiving 54 percent of votes
in East Boston, 63 percent of the votes in
Charlestown and 52 percent of votes in the
North End. 32 percent of the votes were
write-ins in the North End.
Because Coletta faces no Republican
challenger, she has secured her seat on the
Council already. Not long after the polls
closed at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Coletta spoke
to her supporters at a restaurant in East
Boston.
“We made some ambitious plans
together, and I’m expecting every single
one of you to hold me accountable to
them,” said Coletta. “I need you to come
into City Hall with me.”
Coletta is 29 years old, and prior to
being elected to the Boston City Council,
worked for the New England Aquarium
as their External Relations Manager. Most
notably, Coletta worked as State Senator
Edwards’ campaign manager in her
historic 2017 campaign for City Council.
After Edwards was elected, she became the
first African American woman in history
to represent District One, and appointed
Coletta as her Chief of Staff.
Coletta also worked as Representative
Adrian Madaro’s Community Liaison, as
well as his Field Director during his 2015

Monica’s Mercato & Salumeria displays campaign signs for Jorge Medoza, owner of multiple
restaurants in the North End. Photo by Olivia Reid / Mass Media Staff.

special election campaign. In addition,
Coletta served as the Associate Director
of the Massachusetts Women’s Political
Caucus, was elected in 2016 as the
Democratic State Committeewoman for
the First Suffolk and Middlesex district,
and was elected in 2020 to the Ward One
Democratic Committee.
During her time at UMass Boston,
Coletta majored in Political Science and
minored in Human Rights.
Coletta’s platform is based on
improving Boston’s public education
system, expanding affordable housing
opportunities, building environmental

justice, providing what her website refers
to as “excellent constituent service,” and
immigrant justice and solidarity.
“Fighting on behalf of her community
is the only thing Gabriela ‘Gigi’ Coletta
has ever known,” reads Coletta’s campaign
website. “Raised by community advocates
in East Boston, Gabriela grew up attending
civic association meetings, neighborhood
events, and even multiple protests against
airport runway expansion with her mom,
Nina.”
In order to learn more about Coletta,
visit her campaign website at https://www.
gabrielacoletta.com/

Thousands protest for abortion rights at State House

affirm our absolute commitment
to protecting reproductive rights
as core to building a city for
everyone,” added Wu.
Organizations like the Party
for Socialism and Liberation
and the American Civil Liberties
Union called people to protest and
gather at the Massachusetts State
House. College and university
students were found marching and
holding signs with slogans like
“ban off their bodies” and “only
the struggle has won women’s
rights.” The crowd chanted,
“Not the state. Not the church.
Women must decide their fate,”
and marched from 24 Beacon St.
through Stuart Street and back to
the State House.
The
Boston
Globe
interviewed Gabby Ballard, one
of the organizers with the Party
for Socialism and Liberation
at the protest. “We’re out here
today demonstrating to oppose
Protesters gather at the Mass. State House to rally for abortion rights. Photo by Kaushar Barejiya / Mass Media Staff. these attacks on women’s bodily
autonomy and the antidemocratic
nature of the Supreme Court,”
statehouses and courts. Officials Constitution and abortion rights said Ballard.
Kaushar Barejiya
and Senators too expressed their to stand up and make their voices
The American Civil Liberties
News Writer
denunciation through social heard,” reads Senator Warren’s Union of Massachusetts issued
media.
tweet. “We’re not going back— an official statement saying that
debate and deepened division.”
not ever.”
if Roe is overturned, half of the
The public disclosure of this
Massachusetts
Senator
Mayor Michelle Wu put out states will likely ban abortion,
draft has intensified the debates Elizabeth Warren called the an official statement saying that and that “politicians will try to
on abortion rights and has led to Supreme Court “extremist,” in a it is an extremely hard moment ban abortion nationwide.” Carol
a wave of protests nationwide. tweet, and stated that it is trying for Americans, and the decisions Rose, the executive director of
Grassroots organizations and to force its unpopular opinions made by the minority will affect the ACLU of Massachusetts said:
activists openly condemned and on Americans. “It’s time for the lives of many and put them “However the decision ultimately
protested the decision outside the millions who support the in jeopardy. “In Boston, we comes down, the ACLU will

never stop fighting for a person’s
right to choose when and if to
have a child.”
The number of people who
turned out on Tuesday evening
was noteworthy. The crowd was
addressed by a few speakers and
independent activists.
One of the speakers quoted
Arundhati Roy in her closing
remarks: “Remember this: We be
many, and they be few. They need
us more than we need them.” The
reaction from the crowd was loud
and powerful, affirming what the
speakers and activists had to say.
On Friday, May 6, at 6 p.m.,
there was another demonstration
at Copley Square to continue the
momentum against the idea of
overturning Roe v. Wade.

“It’s time for
the millions
who support the
Constitution and
abortion rights to
stand up and make
their voices heard...
We’re not going
back—not ever.”

-Senator Warren

News

4

Preliminary report reveals door control system
failure in case of man killed by MBTA train
Abigail Basile
News Editor

“We have these socalled new trains … It’s
a slap in the face for me
… All the family has is a
cremated family member
who was basically cut
into pieces.”
-Kevin Lalin
**Trigger Warning: This article
contains mention of graphic violence**
The National Transportation Safety
Board has revealed in a preliminary report
regarding the death of Robinson Lalin that a
door control system on a Red Line train did
not work correctly on the night of Lalin’s
tragic death. Lalin, a 39-year-old man from
Dorchester, was attempting to get off a
Red Line train at Broadway Station when
his arm got caught in the door and he was
dragged roughly 100 feet alongside the
station platform before he died.
The incident occurred around 12:30
a.m. on April 10. The official NTSB
preliminary report, which was released on
May 2, states: “MBTA trains are designed
and equipped with safety features to prevent
them from moving when the passenger
doors are obstructed. NTSB investigators
examined and tested the railcar involved

after the accident, identifying a fault in a
local door control system that enabled the
train to move with the door obstructed.”
According to The Boston Globe,
the MBTA stated that “immediately
following” Lalin’s death, “the door
systems throughout the Red Line fleet
were tested for this specific problem, and
MBTA personnel found all components
performed as designed and did not identify
any additional instances of the circuitry
problem the incident car experienced.”
Kevin Lalin, Robinson Lalin’s
30-year-old nephew from Everett, spoke to
The Boston Globe regarding the release of
the report.
“I don’t know what’s going on with
the MBTA, where the money’s going,” said
Lalin. “We have these so-called new trains
… It’s a slap in the face for me … All the
family has is a cremated family member
who was basically cut into pieces.”
Following the release of the NTSB
report, the MBTA released a statement of
acknowledgement.
“The MBTA acknowledges the release
of the National Transportation Safety
Board’s preliminary report and expresses
its appreciation for the NTSB’s diligent
work on the circumstances surrounding the
tragic death of Robinson Lalin on April 10
at Broadway Station,” reads the MBTA’s
statement. “The MBTA would once again
like to extend its deepest condolences to the
Lalin family regarding this heartbreaking
incident.”
“I want to hear from the MBTA,” said
Kevin Lalin to WCVB. “They’ve said sorry
in a board meeting, but that’s not enough.
You haven’t called me. You haven’t spoken

to my mother or grandmother. We deserve
an apology. We deserve something from
the MBTA. They’re responsible for it.”
The MBTA, specifically the Red Line,
has had several accidents and incidents as
of late. Most recently, an out-of-service
Red Line Train derailed on April 23 while
switching tracks near the Kendall/MIT
station. Prior to that, a Red Line train
filled with roughly 50 people derailed at
Broadway Station in September of 2021.
No one was injured, however, many
individuals including UMass Boston
students, faculty and staff were delayed.
On Sept. 26, 2021, an escalator meant

Sports
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Reviewing the Patriots’ 2022 draft class

to carry Commuter Rail passengers to street
level became flat like a slide and started
moving in reverse. Several individuals
were injured during the incident and a
family from Louisiana even sued the
MBTA.
As of now, the NTSB’s investigation
is open and remains ongoing. According
to MassLive, investigators have looked
at security footage, conducted interviews,
observed train functions, and will continue
to focus the investigation on the equipment
the MBTA uses and the procedures of
operation the MBTA employs.

An MBTA bus parks outside of the Broadway Red Line station in South Boston. Photo by Josh
Kotler / Mass Media Staff.

Two separate instances of bullets found on Boston
school grounds

he is “100 percent confident that
the principal, the administration
and the staff did everything that
was necessary to ensure the safety
and security of the staff as well as
On Friday, April 27, a student
the students.”
found a .45-caliber bullet in the
Yet, an investigation is still
toilet at Condon K-8 school. A
being suggested by local Boston
few days later on Tuesday, May
officials. City Councilor At-Large
3, a plastic bag containing many
Michael Flaherty talked of his
bullets was found at Boston Latin
“outrage” at the principal for not
Academy’s loading dock.
immediately accepting the sweep
The incident at the Condon
and search of the school campus.
Similarly, District Two City
Councilor Ed Flynn showed his
disapproval saying: “Public safety
is critical. We have to take every
situation very seriously. Nothing
is insignificant. Everything has
to be investigated…I just thought
that that was sort of a complete
and utter failure of the principal
to keep children and faculty safe.”
Both officials said the incident
was made more frightening after
flyers with Nazi propaganda were
distributed the day before.
Following this incident was
the bag of bullets found at Boston
Latin Academy, where the Boston
Police Department conducted
a full sweep and found no other
concerning items.
The Boston Globe spoke to
a seventh grader at the school,
named James, who spoke on his
feelings on the incident:
The James F. Condon school in South Boston where reported bullets have been found in the toilets. Photo by Olivia
“When I got out of the school
Reid / Mass Media Staff.
around like 1:50-ish, I seen a cop
Sean Liddy
News Writer

school, located in South Boston,
resulted in a police search of the
area. Their search found only a
few ceiling tiles that had been
moved out of place, but no other
evidence of firearms or bullets on
school grounds.
However, the police report
indicates that Principal Robert
Chisholm was asked if he would
like a K-9 to search the entire
building, but he declined. This

resulted in concerns for students’
safety on their school campus,
which one teacher spoke out
against, coming in defense of
Condon’s principal.
Teacher Jermain Corbin, who
also has two daughters attending
Condon where he teaches eighth
grade Civics, claims he never
felt any fear for himself or his
children amidst the incident.
Corbin told WCVB Boston that

outside, but I didn’t think much of
it because they didn’t inform us
that they found anything.” James
still said he felt comfortable on
campus and was not concerned
for his personal safety. However,
others feel differently.
A mother of a student of
Boston Latin Academy spoke
out about her discomfort sending
her child back to school after the
multiple instances of violence
and potential for violence in the
Boston Public School system.
The mother, Jolise Seide, said she
was running late to pick up her
son when he called telling her of
the police presence on the school
grounds, that the students must
leave, and to tell her that he was
scared and didn’t feel safe.
Seide expressed her outrage
saying: “The one place that I’m
thinking my child’s going to be
safe, he’s not safe…We’re not
talking about one bullet. We’re
talking about a bag of bullets! I
refuse to send my baby back. I
demand answers.”
Parents and Boston officials
call for the need for safety and
security in the school system,
citing the disturbing nature of
these incidents in an institution
for learning. A safe haven for
education is too often turned into
a “war zone,” as parent Jolise
Seide puts it.

Tyquan Thornton catches a football for Baylor University. Illustration by Bianca Oppedisano / Mass Media Staff.

Jack Sherman
News Writer

When the news broke, Los
Angeles Rams General Manager
Les Snead and Head Coach Sean
McVay were doing a live stream
of the 2022 NFL draft. The

“...fans had to
have hoped that
they would pick
an instant impact
player for their
team... Instead,
the Patriots went
with...guard Cole
Strange out of
Chattanooga.”

-Jack Sherman

defending Super Bowl champions
didn’t have a first-round pick,
having traded it to Detroit to get
quarterback Matthew Stafford,
which paid off for them in a big
way. The New England Patriots
had the 21st overall pick in the
draft but traded with Kansas City
down to 29. Many Patriots fans
had to have hoped that they would
pick an instant impact player for
their team: a wide receiver to help
young quarterback Mac Jones’s
development, a playmaking
linebacker, or a number one
cover cornerback. Instead, the
Patriots went with...guard Cole
Strange out of Chattanooga.
Snead and McVay were stunned.
McVay chimed in on the live
stream, “And we wasted our time
watching him thinking he’d be
available at 104!”—the 104th
pick in the draft being the Rams’
first selection—and the gathered
visitors at the Rams’ draft party
erupted in a hearty laugh. McVay
and Snead were not alone in
being puzzled by Head Coach,
de facto General Manager Bill
Belichick’s selection of Strange
in the first round. Most NFL Draft

prognosticators pegged Strange
as a third or fourth rounder at best,
and probably still would have
been available when the Patriots
picked then. But Belichick’s
“big board” is not the same as
everyone else’s and he saw a
need for a guard, especially after
trading Shaq Mason to Tampa
Bay. But one has to wonder if it
was truly the right pick to make
there. The modern NFL is less
based around tough interior
linemen like Strange, and more
about explosive players around
the perimeter—edge rushers,
wide receivers, cornerbacks.
The Patriots did get a little bit
of said explosiveness in the second
round when they picked Baylor
wide receiver Tyquan Thornton
in round two. Like Strange,
Thornton was picked way above
where most scouts predicted he
would be, but still has desirable
traits in a wide receiver. His
speed is certainly above average,
completing the 100-meter dash
at the NFL scouting combine
in 4.28 seconds. Thornton may
provide some burst and quickness
to New England’s wide receiving

corps, but Pats fans would be well
to remember another speedster
prospect who didn’t quite pan out.
Bethel Johnson was a secondround draft pick out of Texas
A&M in 2003, and he wowed
NFL scouts with his 4.26-second
40 time. But Johnson never quite
caught on in the pros, with just
405 total receiving yards in three
seasons in Foxborough before
he was cut following the 2006
season.
The Patriots also addressed
the cornerback position with
third rounder Marcus Jones out
of Houston and fourth rounder
Jack Jones out of Arizona State.
Corner was a huge area of need
for the Patriots this offseason,
especially after JC Jackson
left in free agency. The Pats
partially addressed the position
by bringing back former Super
Bowl hero Malcolm Butler out
of retirement. Marcus Jones split
cornerback, kick-returning and
wide receiver duties at Houston,
and performed his various duties
so well in 2021 that he won the
Paul Hornung Award as the
nation’s most versatile player.

“The Patriots did
get a little bit of
said explosiveness
in the second
round when they
picked Baylor wide
receiver Tyquan
Thornton..”

-Jack Sherman
Jack Jones had a bit of a bumpy
ride to the pros, beginning his
college career at USC but leaving
due to academic and disciplinary
problems before transferring to
ASU. Jones received honorable
mention all-conference honors in
2021.
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UMass Boston lacrosse update: 2022 Little East
Conference champions
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Catch up with our
Beacons in uniform

UMass Boston spring sports update

Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Editor

“If you thought
offense was hard
to come by in
regulation, overtime
brought it to a whole
nother level.”

-Jonathan
Hopkins
The UMass Boston lacrosse
team had a couple of huge games
this past week as the Little East
Conference tournament went
underway on Thursday. Just a
quick reminder that a season ago,
the Beacons had a tremendous
regular season going undefeated
and carried that to a conference
championship. This season, the
Beacons were undefeated against
the conference looking to repeat
as conference champions.
The semifinal game came
on Thursday when the Beacons
went up against Massachusetts
Maritime Academy. These two
teams met one month ago and it is
safe to say the Beacons absolutely
dominated. After Mass Maritime
tied the game at 4–4 late in the
first quarter, the Beacons went on
to score eight unanswered goals,
going into halftime to take over
the game. The final score in this
game would wind up being 20–9
in favor of UMass Boston.
Things started a bit shaky for
the Beacons as Mass Maritime

UMass Boston’s Jack Dobrzynski (#44) advances while surrounded by two Mass. Maritime defenders in the first conference tournament matchup on Thursday, May 5. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass
Media Staff.

Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Editor

With the spring semester coming to a
close this week, that means the Little East
Conference tournaments are in full swing
for UMass Boston sports teams. With the
amount of action going on this past week
it seemed only fitting to put together an
article providing a quick update on all
the action going on recently. So, without
further ado, here is how the UMass Boston
spring sports teams fared over the past
week.

Baseball

The UMass Boston men’s baseball
team had four games over the past week.
The Beacons won their first game this week
on Tuesday against UMass Dartmouth by a
score of 8–5. The Beacons then followed
that performance with yet another win over
Nichols College on Thursday by a score
of 6–4. They would go on to finish their
regular season on Friday with a doubleheader against Eastern Connecticut State
University. Unfortunately, the Beacons
couldn’t keep up with the Warriors as
they dropped both games. Nonetheless,

the Beacons would finish in third place in
the LEC and will play the University of
Southern Maine in the first round of the
LEC tournament on Wednesday.

Softball

The UMass Boston softball team
began their journey for the LEC title
this past Wednesday against Castleton
University. After a tightly contested first
three innings, Castleton University blew
it open scoring four unanswered runs in
the fourth and fifth inning. The Beacons
had a late rally, scoring three runs in the
sixth inning, but still fell short by a score of
5–4. The Beacons had a chance to salvage
their tournament against Plymouth State
University, but after yet another tightly
contested game, the Beacons fell just short
by a score of 4–3.

Men’s Tennis

The men’s tennis team had a huge
week competing in the LEC tournament,
and it is safe to say they dominated. Their
first matchup came against the 10–3
Rhode Island College on Thursday and to
be honest, UMass Boston didn’t seem to
have any issues whether it was singles or
doubles; the Beacons won every matchup.

Women’s
Track & Field

Academy whom they had already beaten
earlier in the year. Although it wasn’t
as dominant as their first matchup back
in April, they still were able to get the
victory 21–20. The championship game
came against Keene State which was an
absolute defensive dogfight. After Keene
State tied it at 6–6, it took until the fourth
overtime for the Beacons to finally break
through and bring home the LEC title with
a sudden-death goal from Luke Murphy.

Lacrosse

“With the spring
semester coming to a
close this week that means
the Little East Conference
tournaments are in full
swing for UMass Boston
sports teams.”

They then played Salem State in the
LEC championship where, once again,
the Beacons won every single matchup
in both singles and doubles. Along with
winning the LEC championship, Nandish
Shah won the LEC Championship’s Most
Outstanding Player.

On Saturday April 30, the UMass
Boston women’s track and field team
competed in the LEC championship
meet where they would finish fifth out of
eight teams. However, Dorinda Okorji
was the shining star as the freshman got
the gold in the 100-meter dash. This past
Friday, Okorji was given the opportunity
to compete at the NCAA New England
Regional meet where she would take home
18th place. It is safe to say that the future is
bright for Okorji, as she is doing all this as
just a freshman.
The UMass Boston lacrosse team had
a busy week defending their LEC title from
a year ago. They began their defense on
Thursday against Massachusetts Maritime

-Jonathan Hopkins

UMass Boston’s Luke Murphy (#5) advancing in the first conference tournament matchup on Thursday, May 5. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff.

took an early 2–0 lead. The
Beacons would battle back,
but the opposition continued
their offensive push as the first
quarter ended 9–6 in favor of

Mass Maritime. UMass Boston
responded with a strong second
quarter, getting it back to an even
13–13 score at the half. The rest
of the game was tight as both

teams buckled down as the score
was 20–20 as the final minutes
dwindled. With just 10 seconds
remaining in the game, Charlie
Chapman put the Beacons ahead,
guaranteeing another trip to the
conference finals for UMass
Boston.
The
conference
championship game would come
on Saturday as the Beacons
would face the two seeded
Keene State College. The last
time the Beacons played Keene
State College, the Beacons won
by a narrow deficit as the game
ended by a score of 14–13. Now
almost a month later, these two
teams would meet again for much
higher stakes.
It’s safe to say this game was
a back and forth affair as both
teams traded goals in the first
quarter to make it 2–2 at the end
of one. The Beacons took control
in the second quarter taking a
5–2 lead, but the Owls scored
two unanswered goals to make it
a 5–4 game going into halftime.
Things got a lot more interesting
in the second half as offense was
hard to come by. There were a
combined three goals scored
in the second half, as the Owls
scored twice in the fourth quarter
to send the game into overtime. If
you thought offense was hard to
Three UMass Boston players block an advancing Mass. Maritime attacker in their first conference tournament come by in regulation, overtime
matchup on Thursday, May 5. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff. brought it to another whole level.
After four overtime periods and

“...the Beacons
went up against
Massachusetts
Maritime Academy.
These two teams met
one month ago and
it is safe to say the
Beacons absolutely
dominated.”

-Jonathan
Hopkins
16 shots in overtime alone, Luke
Murphy finally scored the gamewinning goal with 1:37 remaining
in the fourth overtime period to
give UMass Boston another LEC
championship.
Now that the Beacons have
won the LEC championship, they
will have to wait to see who they
will be facing in the Division III
NCAA tournament. They will be
finding out their opponent Sunday
night when the NCAA selects the
first round matchups. A season
ago the Beacons had a very rough
first round game against SUNY
Cortland, as UMass Boston was
defeated by a score of 24–6.

Congratulations, thank you and good luck to The Mass Media’s
GRADUATING SENIORS

Grace Smith: Editor-in-Chief
Photo by Dom Ferreira / Photo Editor

By Skylar Bowman
Production Editor

Grace is The Mass Media’s Editor-in-Chief and is majoring in Communications
with a minor in Professional and New Media Writing. She joined the paper her
freshman year as the best way to gain work-experience in the field of journalism—a
field she is extremely passionate about. Prior to becoming the Editor-in-Chief, she
was the Arts & Lifestyle Editor for two years. Her favorite part of working for
The Mass Media is the community she’s found in it, as well as the opportunities
it has provided for her. She’s covered concerts, Boston Fashion Week, The Boston
Ballet’s “The Nutcracker” and other major events in Boston. Grace is most proud of
her Opinions piece covering the preachers who came to campus and chanted antiLGBTQ rhetoric this semester. “It took a lot for me mentally to be able to talk to
them and write that story,” Grace said. The piece was even picked up by an outside
publication. Her best advice for students is to join at least one club. She believes
this is the “easiest way to make friends and get involved on campus.” Grace credits
her ability to get through school during a pandemic to the community she’s found
in The Mass Media. She encourages other students to find that community as well.
After she graduates, Grace hopes to work for a “communication or marketing firm
that prioritizes philanthropy and giving back to the community in a substantial way.”

Abigail Basile: News Editor

Jonathan Hopkins: Sports Editor

Abbey is The Mass Media’s News Editor and has worked for the paper for three
years. She is graduating a year early as a Communications major and Spanish minor.
She has always enjoyed writing and joined The Mass Media her freshman year after
coming across a sign-up table at orientation. Her favorite part of her job is the people
she’s gotten to meet; she’s even sad to be leaving her Mass Media co-workers a year
early. Abbey has also enjoyed covering student-led protests and activities on campus.
Her favorite article this year is a piece she wrote about the Black Student Center’s
protests that occurred in October. She believes news coverage like this “represent[s] the
student voice” and she’s enjoyed “reporting what the students have to say.” As UMass
Boston is largely a commuter school, Abbey’s best advice for students is to get involved
on campus to build a stronger community. She thinks involvement in clubs and activities
makes you well-rounded—which is helpful for resumes—but she also believes “it helps
[students] discover things about themselves.” She sees getting involved on campus as
a great way for students to learn more about their likes and dislikes; it’s a time to
explore. After graduation Abbey is planning to take some time for herself, especially
after finishing a year early. She’s excited to have time to focus on her hobbies before
figuring out her next steps. In the future, she is potentially interested in getting certified
in medical translation and would like to pursue some type of job involving writing.

Jon is The Mass Media’s Sports Editor and has worked for the paper for four
years. He is majoring in English, but—in his own words—he probably wouldn’t
write that much if he couldn’t write about sports. In high school, Jon even created
a personal blog for the Boston Bruins. At his UMass Boston orientation, he
accidentally ran into The Mass Media’s Editor-in-Chief, and he soon found his
place as the paper’s sports writer. Along with the people he works with, Jon’s
favorite part of his job is the joy he finds in covering sports. His favorite memory
is going to a journalism conference in Minnesota where he got to cover a minor
league baseball game and interview players in the locker room. The article he is
most proud of writing this year is an overview of the UMass Boston Cheerleader’s
competition in Daytona. It pushed him as a sports writer because he knew “little
to nothing” about cheerleading prior to covering it. He urges other students to
come to Mass Media meetings and see what the paper is like for themselves,
assuring that there “really is no pressure”—you can choose to contribute or not
to contribute. “There are a lot of doors that can be opened for someone who joins
The Mass Media,” he said. After graduation Jon can see himself living in multiple
places—Boston, Tennessee and Florida, for example—and he would like to pursue
a career in sports writing.

Photo by Dom Ferreira / Photo Editor

Photo submitted by Jonathan Hopkins

Adrienne Harris-Fried:
Managing Editor

Photo submitted by Adrienne Harris-Fried

Phaedra Ferrini: Head Copyeditor
Photo by Phaedra Ferrini

Ady is the Managing Editor and has been with The Mass Media for three years.
She will be graduating with a degree in Political Science and Sociology. During her
freshman year, Ady enjoyed reading the paper aloud with her friends. When she
noticed the paper’s quality dip her sophomore year, she reached out to The Mass
Media asking why. Their response was to offer her a position as a copyeditor, and
she has been here ever since! Through working with the paper, Ady has improved
her writing and acquired new skills such as interviewing, navigating the journalistic
research process and accessing police records. Her favorite part of working for the
Mass Media is “having a voice…and not having to suffer any consequences from
it.” Ady has tackled difficult subjects this year like the break-in at Harbor Point
and the UMass Boston rebrand. She’s proud to have been “a student leader and…
the voice of the student body.” Her advice for current and future students is to get
involved. It can be tempting to push off goals for the next semester, but time goes
quickly. “Join the club,” Ady said. Clubs are always looking for new members
and she assures you, you will not be intruding. She emphasizes that “college isn’t
just about going to class; you want to make the most of your time on campus.”
After graduating, Ady will be working at Cambridge Eating Disorder Center as a
residential counselor. She plans to eventually attend graduate school.

Phaedra is The Mass Media’s Head Copyeditor and will be graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts in both Psychology and Theater. She has enjoyed editing since high
school and has worked with the paper for a little over a year. Her favorite part of The
Mass Media is the camaraderie formed when students work with—and for—other
students. She feels a “solidarity amongst [her] coworkers” who “understand what it’s
like to be a struggling college student.” Whether it’s life or class assignments making
things difficult, Phaedra has enjoyed working with people who can empathize with
everyone’s needs. Her advice for other students is to “stay true to yourself and your
values—don’t compromise on something you don’t want to do.” She thinks self-care is
important, especially in college, and stresses the need to put yourself first in the many
aspects of life. This includes school, work, friendships and relationships. Phaedra has
genuinely enjoyed her experience at UMass Boston and contributes much of this to
its unique location by both the harbor and the city. For at least a year after graduating,
Phaedra plans to continue her work as a behavior technician for young kids with
autism. She hopes this will provide beneficial work experience and offer insight into
her next steps. She also plans to maintain her involvement in performing and theater.
This summer, Phaedra and several of her friends from UMass Boston’s Performing
Arts Department hope to direct and perform original shows and creative projects.

Sean Liddy: News Writer

Bridget McColgan: Copyeditor

Photo submitted by Sean Liddy

Sean is one of The Mass Media’s News Writers and is double majoring
in Communications and English. She joined the paper this December for the
opportunity to exercise her love of writing, and she also works in the Writing Nook
as a tutor. Sean’s favorite part of working for The Mass Media is feeling more
active in the community and on campus. “I feel much more aware of the school
and the city. I love getting to choose…what I get to bring attention to with my
articles,” Sean said. Her favorite piece to write this year was an article covering
the increase in book bannings across the United States. This led to an incredible
opportunity to interview UMass Boston’s English Professor Susan Tan, whose own
children’s series was banned in a town in Pennsylvania. Sean’s best advice for
current and future students is to not be scared to try the things they’re interested
in. She regrets not joining The Mass Media sooner and encourages students not
to wait like she did. After graduation, Sean plans to take a year off to work and
travel. Her potential stops include living in Rome and working at a ski-lodge in
Colorado. Eventually she would like to attend graduate school for English and
possibly become a professor. Sean would like to thank Grace Smith and Abigail
Basile for the help they have given her this year. She would also like to thank The
Mass Media and UMass Boston and wishes everyone the best of luck!

Photo by Dom Ferreira / Photo Editor

Bridget is a copyeditor and has been with The Mass Media for one year. Her
undergraduate degree is in English and, as part of an accelerated program, she will
obtain her master’s next December in Business. She joined the paper for work
experience in copyediting, as this is the career-path she hopes to pursue. She always
wanted to work for The Mass Media and finally took the chance when our Managing
Editor reached out to her. Bridget enjoys working with the different sections of the
paper and having the opportunity to edit a variety of stories and subject-matter.
She also enjoys using her “own expertise and knowledge in student-led work.” Her
favorite memory from The Mass Media is attending our staff dinner at Fire and Ice
in the fall! Bridget’s best advice for current and future students at UMass Boston
is to get involved and attend university events. She encourages students to go to
sponsored events, even if they do not join clubs. Students often get free food at these
set-ups, among other free items, and it’s a great way to “build friendships that expand
outside of school.” She thinks these events offer students a casual and fun way to
hang out with classmates they might want to get to know more. Next semester she
plans to work as The Mass Media’s Head Copyeditor until she graduates with her
master’s in December. After this, Bridget would like to pursue an editing position in
the publishing industry—specifically book publishing.
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Writ Large’s ‘10,000 Hours’ answers a timeless
question

Arts & Lifestyle

‘That Guy in Our Women’s Studies Class’
Review
Adrienne Harris-Fried
Managing Editor

“That Guy in Our
Women’s Studies
Class” is not a
book that one
can pick up and
read in a day...
Deciding to read
this memoir is an
investment, but
the payoff is worth
it.”

-Adrienne
Harris-Fried

A UMass Boston student relaxes in the lounge reading the newest “10,000 Hours” by Writ Large. Photo by Olivia Reid / Mass Media Staff.

Katrina Sanville
Arts Editor

If someone were to be
asked what they would do with
an extra 10,000 hours in a day,
most people’s answers would be
the same: sleep, spend time with
loved ones, get homework done
or finally work on that project
they had been putting off for
a better time. UMass Boston’s
literary magazine, Writ Large,
answers this question in their
latest edition “10,000 Hours,”
which is paired with incredible
art and photography.
Writ Large is UMass
Boston’s
nonfiction
literary

“Writ Large’s
‘10,000 Hours’
artfully answers the
question of what
college students
would do if they had
more time...with
each piece being
more entertaining to
read than the next.”

-Katrina Sanville

magazine that features op-eds—
short for “opposite the editorials
page” or “opinions and editorials
page”—and poetry from UMass
Boston students biannually. Each
edition has a core theme, such
as “The Year 2020,” “Global
Connectivity” or “We the
People,” and writers can write
whatever they see fit based on that
theme, so long as it is approved
by the editing staff.
The magazine’s first article,
after a brief letter from the editor,
sums the entire theme up perfectly.
In his piece, Robert Lovett breaks
down exactly what having an
extra 10,000 hours would mean
from a time standpoint. From his
calculations, Lovett calculated
that 10,000 hours is just over an
extra year when broken down,
which means if he were to have
an extra 10,000 hours, he’d have
an extra year to achieve things.
However, Lovett expresses his
desire to slow down and live life
without stress, suggesting ideas
like eating more candy, sleeping
a bit more, spending time with
loved ones and worrying about
money a bit less. Lovett’s article
beautifully sets the tone for the
rest of the edition, no matter how
the contributors convey it.
On the other end of the
spectrum was Aimee Trafford’s
“The Insignia of a Generation.”
Where Lovett’s piece discussed
the desire to use the extra 10,000

hours to stop and slow down,
Trafford’s focused on how the
extra hours would be spent the
exact way they are currently—
trapped into a chaotic, fast-paced
capitalistic society. Trafford
reflects on the pleasant ideas of
what to do with the extra time,
but the reality is that most things
will stay the same. Trafford’s
piece serves as a slightly cynical
reminder of what 10,000 hours
would mean, rather than be
gathered up in peace and quiet.
While every piece was
incredibly thought out and
beautifully put together, stand
out ones were “Piece by Piece,”
“The Reality of 10,000 Hours”
and “Baking is Easy.” These three
pieces, while not explicitly stating
the theme, artfully work the theme
into hobbies or analysis.
“Piece by Piece” by Britney
Rivera
describes
Rivera’s
decision to apply, and later
attend, a work study program
at a farm in Pennsylvania in the
midst of the pandemic. While she
had excellent experiences and
made friends, she missed out on
moments with her family—the
good and the bad. Life had to
be broken into smaller pieces to
become bearable, and at some
point Rivera began to have fun.
Like Rivera on the farm, one can
only assume that with an extra
10,000 hours, some people may
take the chance to get away, but

miss crucial moments in their
lives. However, just as Rivera
states, it’s all about taking things
one step at a time.
Hannah Ortiz’s “The Reality
of 10,000 Hours” is playful and
witty, all the while discussing the
larger topic of queer characters in
media. Ortiz begins the piece by
saying how if she had an extra
10,000 hours, she would turn
off her brain and watch reality
television, something that many
people can relate to in some form.
However, Ortiz then discusses the
representation of queer people in
media through the lens of Zach
Rance from “Big Brother,” and
how Zach served as a positive
light for queer representation.
Comparing the two, especially
with the contrast of shows like
“The Circle,” had been incredibly
interesting and insightful.
“Baking is Easy” by Riley
Hammond is a perfect poem to
capture the feelings of stressbakers. Hammond discusses
how baking can be a chance
to rest and be alone, and how
baked goods don’t ask questions
about school or love lives like
people would. For many bakers,
10,000 extra hours would mean
the ideal chance to dedicate time
to the recipe that they hadn’t
perfected yet, or shower their
loved ones in baked goods. The
poem is the second to last piece
in the magazine, and feels like an

“Lovett expresses
his desire to slow
down and live life
without stress,
suggesting ideas like
eating more candy,
sleeping a bit more,
spending time with
loved ones...”

**Warning: This article
contains plot points for “That
Guy in Our Women’s Studies
Class” by Allan D. Hunter**
How do men navigate the
world of gender identity in a
society that forcefully upholds
gender norms? And how are men
able to explore their privileged
role in society while trying to
engage in women’s studies and
feminist theory?
These questions are explored
in Allan D. Hunter’s latest
nonfiction memoir, “That Guy
in Our Women’s Studies Class”
(2022). In the memoir, Derek
Turner, a genderqueer sissy male,
embarks on a decade-long journey
to find his place in the academic
world of women’s studies and
feminist theory. Set in the 1980s,
the story follows Derek from his
sheltered home in Oklahoma to
New York City, where he details
his time living in a halfway house

for the mentally ill, being an
undergraduate commuter and then
resident student at SUNY Old
Westbury, and then as a graduate
student at SUNY Setauket.
“That Guy in Our Women’s
Studies Class” is dense, and it
is not for the casual reader. The
memoir is chock-full of advanced
literature references, extensive
thinking and debates on feminist
theory, and thought-provoking
theory about society and the
way the world is structured. For
readers not interested in women’s
studies, feminist theory, sociology
or psychology, this book may
not be the best choice. But for a
reader who is ready to question
privilege and social identity, this
book is the way to go.
It can be confusing. For
starters, there are numerous
characters introduced in the
book that are difficult to keep
track of. Additionally, it can
be tiring wading through
Derek’s longwinded theoretical
monologues. Sometimes it stops
feeling like reading a book and
starts feeling like homework.
For someone without much
experience reading sociological
theory, it may be easy to get lost.
That being said, it is a
thoughtful and inspiring read.
Derek is a well-meaning
protagonist who sometimes lets
his ego get in the way of his
progress. It is easy to get attached
to and root for him, while also
chiding him on his decisions. He
is brilliant and headstrong, and he
has an incendiary way of moving
ahead in his studies without
considering how it may look to
his peers and professors. He is
unafraid to burn bridges and does
not consider the consequences
until later. But his heart is in the
right place, and his arguments
are all dedicated to furthering
the fight for women, gender
nonconforming people, mentally
ill people and other marginalized
populations.

The book cover of “That Guy in Our Women’s Studies Class” (2022). Graphic courtesy of Allan D. Hunter.

“That Guy in Our Women’s
Studies Class” is not a book that
one can pick up and read in a day
and then move on. Deciding to

-Katrina Sanville
absolutely sweet wrap-up to this
collection.
Writ Large’s “10,000 Hours”
artfully answers the question of
what college students would do
if they had more time in the fastpaced environment, with each
piece being more entertaining
to read than the next. The
magazine’s Fall 2022 edition,
“Mind Over Matter,” is currently
collecting submissions, and
focuses on how the writers put
their own self and mental health
over any other distractions, no
matter how difficult it can be. For
more information, or to submit,
email writlargmag.umb@gmail.
com.
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read this memoir is an investment,
but the payoff is worth it. People
interested in obtaining a copy of
this book can find it on Amazon or
at Barnes & Noble, and they can
read other reviews on Goodreads.
Allan D. Hunter has a
collection of feminist theory
papers, along with his other book
“GenderQueer: A Story From
a Different Closet” (2020). His

most popular feminist theory
paper, “Same Door, Different
Closet: A Heterosexual Sissy’s
Coming-Out Party,” was a
groundbreaking
academic
paper published in the journal
“Feminism and Psychology,” and
has been reprinted twice. More
information can be found on his
website, as well as his blog and a
contact form.

“[Derek] is unafraid to burn
bridges and does not consider the
consequences until later. But his
heart is in the right place, and his
arguments are all dedicated to
furthering the fight for women...and
other marginalized populations.”
Allan D. Hunter, author of “That Guy in Our Women’s Studies Class.” Photo courtesy of Allan D. Hunter.

-Adrienne Harris-Fried

12

Arts & Lifestyle

Support local businesses and check out these
independent bookstores

13
Opinions
Why students should open a stock portfolio, and
what industries they should invest in

“While these may cost
a bit more financially,
the community impact,
as well as the bit of
good karma of shopping
locally, can be all the
more rewarding.”

-Katrina Sanville
May.
In a fast-paced and hectic world,
though, finding time to go to an in-person
bookstore can be difficult. Online shopping
can be much more convenient to many
people, as well as a necessity for those with
disabilities that cannot go out. Bookshop.
org serves as a way to help independent
bookstores—especially local ones—sell
books to customers electronically as an
alternative to sites like Amazon. While
buyers do not have to purchase from a
selected local shop, that is an option,
including several on this list, and proceeds
will still go to independent bookstores.
There is a bit of a discount as well—though
not as much as stores that can afford to cut
prices—so buyers may be able to save a bit
Bookshelves at the More Than Words bookstore in South Boston. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff.
of money. Bookshop.org does take a fairly
long time to deliver books, so those in a
Romance, as well as a variety of gifts and rush may want to opt for in-person options.
may live in, rather than a large company.
Katrina Sanville
While the publishing world has been novelties like puzzles, totes, tarot decks and
Whether student shoppers plan on
Arts Editor
dominated by the voices and stories of stuffed animals. Papercuts’ physical store buying online or in person, shopping from
White, cisgender and heterosexual men for is not currently open to the public due to small booksellers can be just as easy as
centuries, that does not mean bookstores two cars crashing into the building on April choosing big retailers like Amazon or
have to be as well. All She Wrote Books 27, however, they can still be supported via Barnes & Noble. While these may cost a bit
in Somerville’s goal is to carry books that their Bookshop page. Their Bookshop page more financially, the community impact, as
are only by female, queer and nonbinary also features a collection of books for Asian well as the bit of good karma of shopping
authors. The bookstore, which is located American and Pacific Islander Heritage locally, can be all the more rewarding. Next
in Assembly Row, has titles that span Month, for those looking for some reading time someone needs a book or gift, try a
across all genres; ranging from a section recommendations throughout the month of small bookstore before opting for a chain.
amplifying Black writers, to a section
dedicated to breaking the stigma around sex
work and sex workers, to one amplifying
people with disabilities, to much more
common sections like Romance, NonFiction and Young Adult. This bookstore is
an excellent place to find books that may
In a world of Amazon and other super- not be amplified or publicized in other
stores, shopping small has become more bookstores, and students may be able to
and more difficult. Amazon has made it so find their new favorite author.
For those looking to shop for some
they are often the best deal on the market,
so many people may opt for price over books, as well as empower teenagers,
ethics. Even Barnes & Noble, which was head to More Than Words. The bookstore,
once seen as a mega-corporation to many, which works to give responsibilities and
is now welcomed as supporting the “little jobs throughout the online store and retail
guy” purely because it’s a brick-and- spaces to young adults who are in foster
mortar store. However, for those looking to care, homeless, out of school or courtactually support independent booksellers, involved, sells a variety of new and used
there are plenty of small bookstores in books, as well as vinyl, gifts and specialized
Boston for students to check out when More Than Words apparel with phrases like
they’re in need of a book or a gift for a “Read Black Authors” and “Proud Reader”
on a variety of merchandise. More Than
loved one.
For those on a budget, and also Words also accepts donations of gently
looking to support a local community, used books and clothing, for those looking
check out Frugal Bookstore in Roxbury. to clean out their closets or bookshelves.
With just a short half-hour bus ride, any The atmosphere of the bookstore is
students of UMass Boston can promote incredibly warm and cozy as well, making
literacy amongst the Roxbury community, it the perfect space to purchase a new read.
Though all small shops have their
as well as get a great deal on brand new
books. Frugal Bookstore also has the quirks, few are as recognizable as Jamaica
option to special order books they don’t Plain’s Papercuts Bookshop. The bookstore
have in stock, so long as they’re currently is incredibly recognizable with its bright
in print. While their selection isn’t as green exterior and lavender door, and its
expansive as larger bookstores or online interior is just as welcoming as the outside.
A selection of discounted books on sale outside of the More Than Words bookstore in South
sellers, shoppers can know they’re giving Papercuts sells most traditional genres,
Boston. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff.
their money to a community their friends such as Young Adult, Historical Fiction and

“For those on a
budget, and also looking
to support a local
community, check out
Frugal Bookstore in
Roxbury.”

-Katrina Sanville

A UMass Boston student looks in disappointment as they check the stock market. Photo by Dom Ferreira / Photography Editor.

Nick Collins
Opinions Writer

From the age of 18 onward,
every person residing in the
United States can open up a stock
portfolio and invest in the United
States stock exchange. Whether it

“...students
should be willing
to invest some
of their spare
change into a
few different
companies they
believe could
flourish...”
-Nick Collins

be the OTC pink market for penny
stocks, NASDAQ, or the DOW
Jones Stock Exchange, students
should be willing to invest some
of their spare change into a few
different companies they believe
could flourish with what is
happening around the world in
both technological advances seen
with artificial intelligence, and the
similar and contrasting lifestyles
across different cultures.
Some of the industries
that have stock prices currently
through the roof are mainly
companies seen on an everyday
basis; Amazon, Google, Tesla or
Apple may come to mind when
thinking about some of the stocks
that have higher prices in shares.
Of course, these companies play a
vital role in the lives of everyone,
with Apple being at the forefront
of the phone industry, and Google
being a leader in internet and
browsing.
All of these companies are
involved in Artificial Intelligence
as well, whether it be automated
vehicles that Apple and Amazon
are on the verge of creating, those
vehicles Tesla already creates, or
products such as Google Home or
Alexa. With these companies, it’s

easy to think that people should
invest in the futures of them, but
the fact of the matter is that, truly,
there are also other companies in
other industries that could prove
to be beneficial to working toward
making
strong,
trustworthy
investment decisions that will be
worthwhile in the future.
While it may be easy to think
that jumping on the bandwagon
of investing in companies that
are proven to be top-notch in the
world today is the best method,
it’s best to diversify a portfolio to
achieve gains, especially when it
comes to looking for stocks that
are diamonds in the rough. For
example, one of the industries
that one should be looking out
for is energy, or more specifically,
batteries. Eversource, the energy
company that provides electricity
and gas across New England,
has been killing it as of late, and
it would be best to invest in the
company around when a stock
split emerges, which may be
soon, as the price will soon jump
to $100 per share.
Some of the other industries
that people should focus on are
pharmaceuticals and marijuana
corporations. Since marijuana

companies are unable to cash their
revenue into banks, their earnings
don’t necessarily comply with
the intended price that a share
in the stock of the company
should be. As a result, many of
these companies are listed on the
OTC pink market, which means
one could potentially turn a few
hundred dollars into substantial
profits when the SAFE Banking
Act is passed. The same goes
with the new studies coming out
about psychedelic mushrooms,
as the drug has shown to provide
significant help for patients
with depression, which could
potentially help startup companies
revolving around the drug to take
new heights too.
There are thousands of
different
companies
with
unremarkable potential in the
stock market right now, and
whether it is penny stocks or
stocks listed on both NASDAQ
and the DOW, it’s best to try
and make an extra buck or two
while in school. Who knows,
maybe one of those stocks
could skyrocket in the future,
based on advancements within
the company and innovative
expertise among the employees

“While it may
be easy to think
that jumping on
the bandwagon
of investing in
companies that
are proven to be
top-notch...is the
best method, it’s
best to diversify a
portfolio...”
-Nick Collins
there, which could inevitably help
companies turn into powerhouses
with untapped potential they
haven’t yet unlocked.

Opinions
Activities students should consider during the
summer
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Preetan Natesh
Opinions Writer

“A freshman
or a first-semester
grad student can
look to relax a
bit in the summer
and maybe travel
around the United
States...”

-Preetan Natesh
Summer is right around the
corner and students have various
plans for it ranging from activities
such as traveling, learning a new
skill, taking up summer jobs, or
even enrolling in a course at the

university. But what should a
student actually do in the summer?
It depends on a couple of factors,
such as the semester they are
currently in. A freshman or a firstsemester grad student can look
to relax a bit in the summer and
maybe travel around the United
States to gain some exposure to
the local culture. They can also
learn a skill that will be beneficial
to the program they enrolled in
and later on in their professional
career as well. Summers can
either be wasted just by relaxing
completely, or by staying on your
feet constantly using the four
months to gain knowledge and
add accomplishments.
A
student
approaching
later semesters in their program
should look towards internship
opportunities as this vastly
enhances one’s resume to a point
where, upon completion of their
program, the student stands out
of the pack and automatically
becomes a preferable choice
to landing a job right out of
school as employers know the

difficulty in being able to score
a relevant internship while
balancing education. In terms
of international students, the
same things apply, but until the
completion of two semesters on
their visa, they are not eligible
for an internship. But, they can
take up an on-campus summer
job to gain experience in one of
the departments of the campus.
This not only increases the value
of their resume, but also allows
these students to make some
good money over the summer
period while learning about the
mechanics and schematics of the
department they choose to work
with.
Another suggestion for
international students who are
not taking up a summer job or
summer course is to return to
their home countries as the next
semester can get pretty hectic and
they may not find the time to make
a trip and spend well deserved
time with their loved ones. This
is a common pattern observed
among international students

who join during the spring and
are left without many options in
the summer and can best use that
time to relax back in their home
countries.
As for students who are
graduating, the summer is an
extremely important period where
job hunting begins. But, speaking
from experience, it is advisable
to take a month or two to relax
and compose oneself before
entering the professional realm;
it is challenging, and students
will have just completed their
program and the burnout can be
real if one does not know how
to recognize it. If the student
proceeds to directly land a job and
continues with it under that burnt
state, they would potentially face
an issue where they are not able to
perform to the best of their ability.
At the end of the day,
summer break is a fantastic
season where students can use it
to the best whether it be to gain
mental relaxation or go on to
do activities, either way, it is a
truly fun period with plenty of

time to focus on extra-curricular
activities. Classes will not be
taking place, which leaves
time for students to get truly
involved in externally beneficial
activities. This benefit could be
for the student themselves or for
the community, and this break
gives students the opportunity to
replenish their brain juices until
school reopens in the fall.

“A student
approaching
later semesters
in their program
should look
towards internship
opportunities...”

-Preetan Natesh

Cinco de Mayo: why we
• should keep the history in
mind as we celebrate north of the border
Elaina Conant
Contributing Writer
This past Thursday was a day I’m sure
many college students are well acquainted
with—Cinco de Mayo. It is a day known
by Americans for going out to indulge in
tacos and order your favorite margarita.
Growing up, most American children might
learn a little bit about Cinco de Mayo.
However, this pivotal day has no ties to
America and, in fact, it is a “quiet holiday”
in many parts of Mexico itself, according
to UMass Boston Professor Amy Todd.
Professor Todd teaches a class called “The
People and Culture of Mesoamerica” in the
anthropology department, and it’s a course
I highly recommend. I had the pleasure of
interviewing Professor Todd about the history
of Cinco de Mayo and its popular presence in
America.
It is important to, at the very least,
understand this Mexican holiday before you
go out and celebrate it. “Cinco de Mayo
marks the day that Mexico defeated France
in the First Battle of Puebla in 1862,” says
Professor Todd. “Unfortunately, the French
defeated the Mexicans at the Second Battle
of Puebla, and ended up occupying Mexico
until 1867. Eventually, the holiday became a
celebration of Mexican pride.”
The term “cultural appropriation” is

“It is important to, at
the very least, understand
this Mexican holiday
before you go out and
celebrate it.”

-Elaina Conant

often brought up when discussing Cinco de
Mayo, and if you ask around for people’s
opinions on whether or not they think that, as
an American, celebrating Cinco de Mayo is
cultural appropriation, you are sure to get an
array of answers. When asked about this view
of the holiday, Professor Todd said, “[Cinco
de Mayo] has been turned into another highly
commercial day and, yes, another excuse
to party. Celebrating Cinco de Mayo is not
necessarily cultural appropriation, but when
non-Mexican businesses use imagery from
Mexico to sell their products, it is.” She
goes on to warn that “we should always be
concerned about how such images perpetuate
negative attitudes towards Mexico.”
As for the students at UMass Boston,
Professor Todd urges us to “not only learn the
history of Cinco de Mayo, but to commit to
gaining a deeper understanding of Mexico’s
indigenous history, Spanish colonial history
and history as an independent nation.” She
says she would like students to “understand
that much of our country was once Mexico,
acquired through a violent and unjust war
that is remembered vividly in Mexico but
forgotten here.”
The gist of the story is, if you’re going
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo here in America,
you should become educated on the topic; I
encourage any reader to give their business to
Mexican-American owned restaurants, small
businesses, shops, etc., not only on Cinco de
Mayo, but in general. We should make a point
to be respectful and knowledgeable on the
Battle of Puebla, and the history following it.
While Mexico dedicates May 5 to be a day
of celebrating their initial victory against the
French, keep in mind that the French won the
war overall and occupied Mexico until 1867.
Mexico has a society with a rich and
deeply interesting history, much of which we
were a part of, for better or for worse, and if
we are allowing ourselves to go out and party
on Cinco de Mayo, we also need to make a
point to get to know Mexico and their culture,
to resist the cushion of ignorance and learn all
that we can about our neighbors to the south.

HERE4U
Campus Questions? Concerns? Feedback?
Use HERE4U. Another way that UMass Boston
is here for you with assistance on the go.
HERE4U is not to be used in an emergency. If there is an
emergency, call 911. If it is not an emergency and you would
like to speak to a staff person during business hours, please
contact the Dean of Students Office at 617.287.5800.

Learn more:

umb.edu/here4u
Also available in the UMass Boston app. Download from the App Store or Google Play.
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