
Earlier this month, the 
Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority, 

or MBTA, announced an increase 
in weekend, night, and full 
weekday closures for each subway 
line and some commuter rail lines 
as well.

WCVB reports that 
Transportation Secretary 
Stephanie Pollack reported that 
this is the first time that the 
MBTA will be closing down entire 
services for “weekdays and weeks 
and a month.” Though likely to 
inconvenience many users of the 
MBTA service, the MBTA website 
states that “through full weekday 
and weekend closures, we will 
complete 8 years of work in 1 
year.”

Users of the Green Line will 
likely be most affected by the 
closures. Green Line B will be 
closed between Boston College 
and Babcock Street on weekends 
from late May through June, 
while Green Line D will be closed 
between Riverside and Kenmore 
on nights and weekends from 
January through December. Green 
Line C will see a full, 28 weekday 
and weekend closure in July, and 
Green Line E will see the same 
full, 28 weekday and weekend 
closure between Heath Street and 
Prudential in August. According to 
the MBTA website, “each 28-day 
closure is equivalent to 1 full year 

of weekend and night closures on 
the C and E lines.” During these 
disruptions, shuttles will replace 
subway service.

Service related shutdowns 
are occurring on the Red Line 
between Alewife and Harvard on 
weekends from January to April, 
and between Braintree and Quincy 
Center during nights and on some 
weekends from March to August. 
For the Orange Line, shutdowns 
are occuring on weekends between 
Sullivan Square and Tufts Medical 
Center from January to February, 
at North Station from June to 
July, and between Oak Grove 
and Sullivan from October to 
December. The Blue Line will 
see disruptions between Bowdoin 
and Airport Station on weekends 
from May to November, while the 
Silver Line will have shutdowns 
between South Station and World 
Trade Center on weekends from 
August to December. The MBTA 
will provide shuttles for all 
affected stops with the exception 
of the Silver Line, which will run 
at street level rather than below 
ground during shutdowns.

In regards to disruptions to the 
Commuter Rail, the Franklin Line 
will see shutdowns on weekends 
from January to March between 
Forge Park/495 and South Station. 
Shuttles will replace the commuter 
rail between the Forge Park/495 
and Readville stations, with 

connecting train service between 
Readville and South Station on 
the Fairmount Line. Shuttles will 
not stop at Endicott, Islington, or 
Norwood Depot Station due to 
the proximity of the stations. The 
connecting train service on the 
Fairmount Line between Readville 
and South Station will not stop at 
the Ruggles or Back Bay stations.

Similar shutdowns and shuttle 
replacement occurred during the 
Fall of 2019, however, closures 
were limited only to weekends, 
and only affected the Green, Red, 
and Orange Line trains.

As a result of all of these 
shutdowns, the MBTA boasts 
being able to quickly work on and 
complete several improvements 
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Feb. 21, 2020—Hoy! Pinoy! Packed up and 
headed off to the Steriti Memorial Rink in 
Boston for their traditional Skate Night. 

Going in two droves of students, e-board member 
Shanarah Bargan led the pack leaving at 6:30 p.m. After 
the shuttle bus drive and Red Line ride to Park Street, 
Bargan’s group all hopped on the Green Line train 
bound for Lechmere. After getting off at North Station 
and a misturn, the crowd finally made it to the rink. 
Skate rentals at Steriti are cash only, so a few students 
had to Venmo their peers. Many people had to switch 
out their skates, as there weren’t any half sizes. Bargan 
helped a few people tie, and re-tie, their laces.

Hoy! Pinoy!, the Filipino-American club at the 
UMass Boston, wasn’t the only club there. A few 
members from the Anime Club and the Vietnamese 
Student Association also showed up. Hoy! Pinoy! 
brought around 13 people while other members were 
waiting at the rink.

Co-president of Hoy! Pinoy!, John Carlo Laude, 
was able to talk about the event. “So, we love to do events 
that are outside of campus. There’s a few events that we 

By Claire Speredelozzi
News Editor

Hoy! Pinoy!’s skate night

The UMass Boston’s 
University Health Services 
is putting on a series of 

small discussions every Thursday 
at 3:30 p.m. during the Spring 
semester that broach subjects 
in hopes to destigmatize certain 
topics. The topic for the week 
of Feb. 20 discussed the topic of 
Internet Cancel Culture. Cancel 
Culture “describes a form of 
boycott in which someone (usually 
a celebrity) who has shared a 
questionable or unpopular opinion, 
or has had behavior in their past that 
is perceived to be either offensive 
or problematic called out on social 
media” (Wikipedia).

The discussion began with 
everyone in the room giving general 
introductions of themselves: name, 
preferred pronouns, and what their 
major were, before diving into 
the topic. Students sat around a 
conference table in one of Campus 
Center’s conference rooms on 
the first floor and started the open 
discussion off with the question, 
“What is cancel culture?” Various 
students around the table shared 
what they knew and what they didn’t 
know about cancel culture. One 
student mentioned famous beauty 
YouTuber, James Charles. While 
another student mentioned cancel 
culture was the opposite of “stan.” 
“Stan” meaning, “an overzealous 
or obsessive fan of a particular 
celebrity” (Oxford Dictionary). 
Some students described cancel 
culture as when a celebrity does 
something bad, either recently or 
in their past, and their career is 
cancelled, or ruined. The leaders of 
the discussion then turned the topic 
to how cancel culture affects people 
culturally.

Students had varying answers 
to the question of how it affects 
people with some students 
expressing that it holds celebrities 
accountable, while others expressed 
that it causes people to groupthink 
or marks a person’s actions 
as unforgivable. The general 
consensus of the room agreed 
that there was no definitive right 
or wrong answer to the question, 
which brought the discussion to a 
new set of questions: Should people 

‘Let’s Talk 
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Internet 
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Activities Calendar

Wheel of Sex
Campus Center 

Terrace
11 a.m

Catholic Mass
Interfaith Sanctuary, 

McCormack Hall
12:30 p.m.

The Science of 
Happiness Workshop 

Series
ISC 2003

3 p.m.

To the Bone Film 
Screening - Eating 

Disorder Awareness 
Week

Campus Center 2540
4 p.m.

Off-Campus Housing 
101

McCormack Hall
 First floor

4 p.m.

Haitian American 
Society General 

Meetings
Campus Center 

Terrace
5 p.m.

Wheel of Sex
Campus Center 

Terrace
11 a.m. 

Buddhist Meditation
Interfaith 

Sanctuary, 
McCormack Hall 

Third Floor, (Off the 
Ryan Lounge)

12:30 p.m.

Spanish Language 
Conversation Hour 
with UNAM-Boston

UNAM-Boston 
Center for Mexican 

Studies
12:30 p.m.

Pizza with StEP!
VDC Office
12:30 p.m.

Off-Campus 
Housing 101

McCormack Hall 
First floor

4 p.m.

Spring Housing Fair
Campus Center 1st 

Floor Terrace
 11 a.m.

Catholic Mass 
Thursdays
Interfaith 

Sanctuary, 
McCormack Hall,

 Third Floor
12:30 p.m.

Club Training 
Harbor Art Event 

Space 
McCormack Hall

12:30 p.m.
& 2 p.m.

OEC General 
Meeting!

Integrated Sciences 
Complex, 2nd floor, 
Conference room 

(2003)
3:20 p.m.

Let’s Talk About 
Eating Disorders
Campus Center 

1110
3:30 p.m.

Tuesday 2/25 Wednesday 2/26 Thursday 2/27 Friday 2/28 Monday 3/2

Club Training 
Harbor Art Event 

Space 
McCormack Hall

10 a.m. & 
11:30 a.m.

VSA Culture Show
Wheatley 
Snowden 

Auditorium
5 p.m.

Skate Night
Clark Athletic 

Center Ice Rink
7 p.m.

Circle Time 
Meditation

Interfaith Center 
Sanctuary, 

McCormack Hall 
Third Floor
11:30 a.m. 
& 12 p.m.

UMass Boston 
Gospel Choir 

Rehearsal
Interfaith 

Sanctuary, 
McCormack Hall, 
3rd Floor (Off the 

Ryan Lounge)
3 p.m.

Japanese 
Language Club 

Meeting
Wheatley 

Building, W1-64
3 p.m.

College 
Democrats 

Campus Center 
3315 

 4 p.m.

Correction Note: Arts and Lifestyle
Learning to Dance in Spain to Learning to Dance in Mexico

Saturday 2/29
Becoming 

Liberated & 
Knowledgeable 

Conference
University Hall 

9 a.m. 



who have been “cancelled” be 
allowed to come back from being 
“cancelled?” Are there celebrities 
who have been “cancelled” and 
have come back repeatedly? Many 
celebrities were brought into 
the discussion, such as Donald 
Trump, Justin Bieber, R. Kelly, and 
different YouTubers. 

At the mere mention of some of 
the names, the room full of students 
would collectively groan. Students 
discussed how some celebrities 
have been “cancelled” and have 

come back from it as if nothing had 
happened while other celebrities 
have their entire careers ruined. 
The discussion went into depth of 
different celebrities and whether 
or not cancelling them is right. 
Mentions of various celebrities 
who are in positions of power and 
can use money to get away with 
crimes, and what students thought 
“cancelling” could do to combat 
that. Much of the discussion time 
was spent using the example of 
famous singer, Chris Brown, and 
his actions with Rihanna when he 
was seventeen. The Chris Brown 

example during the discussion 
was used to look deeper into the 
“cancelling” of Chris Brown and 
what warranted one celebrity to be 
“cancelled” over another. By the 
end of the discussion, students had 
come to the collective agreement 
of social media playing major 
roles in who and how a celebrity 
gets “cancelled” and that “cancel 
culture” had many gray areas 
with no fine line to separate who, 
what, how, and why somebody is 
“cancelled.”

“Let’s Talk About It” 
discussions are held every Thursday 

at 3:30 p.m. on the first floor of 
Campus Center in room 1110, for 
anyone interested in participating. 
Beacon reward points can be 
earned by attending. The following 
topics include:

2/27: Eating Disorders
3/5: Body Image
3/26: Masculinity
4/2: STIs
4/9: Bystander Intervention
4/16: Relationships in Media
4/23: Sex Trafficking
4/30: Misconceptions of 

Mental Health 

to the transportation system. Such 
improvements include intersection 
updates, track replacement and 

repair, tunnel leak repairs, station 
brightening, and improvement 
of rider travel times. However, 
the implementation of such 
an aggressive plan remains a 
controversial decision.

According to Boston.com, 
Pollack said: “The temporary 
inconvenience will be worth it, 
delivering safer and more reliable 
service in months instead of years.” 
WCVB reports that MBTA General 

Manager Steve Poftak said: “We 
heard our riders in 2019 [saying], 
‘Build a better T and do it faster.’ 
We are committed to that goal and 
2020 is the first of many years of 
investment in the system.”

go to for inter-collegiate. We like to 
go to other campuses and see what 
other events they have. This was 
actually inspired by another event 
from that inter-collegiate event. 
So a bunch of schools from BU, 
Northeastern, and other schools, 
they invited people to go ice skating 
and UMass Boston was in the list 
of people invited—all the Filipino 
clubs around Boston and we went 
to this event and went, ‘Wow, that 
was really fun,’ so we want to do 

this for UMass Boston students as 
well. We just rolled with it from 
last year and now it’s become a 
traditional thing that we do.”

All kinds of different music 
played. From Whitney Houston to 
Lady Gaga, music played while 
everyone was skating. Though 
some people were using boxes 
to hold on to, not everyone was 
an amateur—a few people were 
landing twirls and doing spins. The 
rink was opened to the public and 
they had people of all ages on the 
ice at all times. 

Senior Roshanna Clarke is not 

a member of the clubs who went 
with Hoy! Pinoy!, but got the email 
in her inbox and decided to show 
up. On what kind of a time she 
was having, Clarke said, “It’s an 
interesting experience. I’ve never 
ice skated before.” She said she’d 
love to go to more events in the 
future but is afraid she’ll miss the 
email.

A UMass Boston freshman, 
Jess Panaligan is also a member 
of Hoy! Pinoy!. When asked 
about events she’s gone to with 
the club she said, “I’ve gone to 
this one and I was going to go to 

one during the Filipino history 
month but I couldn’t go to that one, 
unfortunately.” She went on to talk 
about the skate night, “It was a nice 
way to get everyone together back 
after the start of the semester. Like 
meeting new faces since I haven’t 
been to one before, and they’re all 
really nice and welcoming.” Her 
final thought was, “Just join Hoy! 
Pinoy!. You don’t have to be like 
a Filipino to join, there are a lot of 
people from other ethnicities and 
stuff so it’s a lot of fun!”
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Picture this: It’s ten days before 
your paper is due. You have given 
yourself plenty of time, because 
in this scenario, nobody is ever 
stuck finishing their paper the night 
before it’s due—just play along! 
You have an interesting and unique 
paper topic, and you’re super 
excited to argue your original thesis 
statement. While doing research for 
this paper, you find the PERFECT 
source to help you support your 
thesis statement ... but the article 
is locked behind a paywall! 
Frantically, you search UMBrella 
(https://umbrella.lib.umb.edu), but 
unfortunately, the world’s most 
perfect article is not available in 
Healey Library’s databases. 

WHAT DO YOU DO?
Luckily, Healey Library offers 

a free service called Interlibrary 
Loan, often abbreviated as ILL. 
Continuing our scenario above, 
you submit an online request form 
for the article you need through our 
ILL service using a platform called 
ILLiad. In 1-2 business days, and 
frequently even sooner than that, 
you have a PDF of the exact article 
you need delivered to your ILL 
account. You download the PDF, 
use it and cite it appropriately in 
your paper, and receive an A+ on 
your paper, with a hand-written note 
from your professor congratulating 
you on your high-quality sources. 

You may be wondering as 
you read the above scenario: is 
it magic?? Close, but no: it’s 

Interlibrary Loan!!
Interlibrary loan is a service 

offered by Healey Library that 
allows you to request items that 
Healey Library does not own 
(books, articles, book chapters, 
etc.). Healey Library borrows that 
item from another library on your 
behalf. Physical items, like books 
and DVDs, are delivered directly 
to Healey Library, where you can 
check the items out with your 
BeaconCard at the Circulation 
Desk. Electronic items, like articles 
and book chapters, are delivered as 
PDFs directly to your ILL account 
in ILLiad for you to download and 
keep. 

And the best part is...it’s all 
free to you!

So...what’s the secret to 
accessing this magical service? 

Step 1: Activate your library 
barcode

Note: Be patient; because 
of the way our back-end systems 
talk to each other, depending on 
what time of day you activate your 
library barcode, it may take up to 
48 hours for your barcode to be 
available for use in our interlibrary 
loan system.

Step 2: Double-check UMBrella
Before submitting a request 

for a book or article, make sure 
we don’t already have the item 
in Healey Library’s collections. 
Double-checking can save you 
some valuable time and connect 
you with the item you need even 
faster!

Step 3: Log into ILLiad
On the library’s interlibrary 

loan webpage (www.umb.edu/
library/interlibrary_loan), log into 
ILLiad with your library barcode 
(username) and your last name, all 
lower case (password).

Step 4: Fill out a request form
There are different forms 

depending on the type of item 
you’re requesting. If you want 
a PDF of an article, fill out the 
“Copy” form. If you want to borrow 
a physical book, fill out the “Loan” 
form.

Step 5: Submit your request
The more information you 

include on your request form, the 
faster our ILL staff can process 
your request. So, before submitting 
your request, be sure as many form 
fields as possible are completed.

Step 6: Retrieve the item
You will receive an email 

notifying you that your item is 
available--either for physical 
check-out at the Healey Library 
Circulation Desk, or electronically 
through ILLiad. 

So, after reading this column, 
you’re a true ILL believer and 
you can’t wait to try it out. What 
should you do? In order to be ready 
to request an item the second you 
encounter a book, article, or other 
resource you need through ILL, 
follow these preparatory steps:

Activate your barcode at the 
Healey Library Circulation Desk. 
This will give our back-end systems 
plenty of time to talk to each other 
to make sure your barcode has been 
added to our ILL system by the time 
you need to make a request!

Create your ILL account. 

The first time you log in, you will 
need to fill out a brief form listing 
your contact information in order 
to create your ILL account. After 
you’ve filled out this information 
the first time, you won’t be asked to 
do it again. So go ahead: log in and 
create your account so that you are 
ready to go whenever you need to 
make a request!

Ask a Librarian Q&A
Q: How do I set up Google 

Scholar so that it will link to UMass 
Boston’s library resources?

A: Don’t get stuck behind 
an article paywall! You can use 
Google Scholar to link directly 
to full-text articles in library 
databases. If your device is 
connected to the UMass Boston 
wireless network, your library 
links will automatically populate, 
allowing you to click directly from 
a search result in Google Scholar 
into an article in Healey Library’s 
databases. If you’re not on the 
UMass Boston network, you can 
find detailed instructions for setting 
up these links at: https://umb.
libanswers.com/faq/146323 By 
setting your library links to connect 
you to UMass Boston’s resources, 
you’ll see a “Find It @ Healey 
Library” link next to any Google 
Scholar search result that you can 
access through Healey Library’s 
databases. These links bypass any 
paywalls and take you directly to 
the articles that you can access via 
the library’s database subscription

Is it magic, or is it ILL? 
Healey Library: 
We’ve Got You Covered

Food Court 
Lunch Menu

February 24- 28

Harbor 
Market
To the Max 

Mexican 
Mexican Rice 

Bowl, Pork Carnitas 
Brown Rice Bowl 

w/ Toasted Pepitas, 
Borracho beans, 

Chili Corn Mashed 
Potatoes, Enchilada 

Chicken, Baja 
Roasted Veggies, 

Onions and Peppers

Sizzlin’ Featured 
Dish of the Week
Mac & Cheese Bar
Tex Mex Chili M&C, 

Mediterranean 
Chicken M&C

Pandini Specials 
of the Week
Sausage and 

Mushroom Flatbread
Mediterranean 

Bruschetta 
Flatbread

It’s a Wrap 
Sandwich of the 

Week
Buffalo Crispy 

Chicken Sandwich 
(Vegan)
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UMass Boston’s Women’s 
Basketball team played against 
UMass Dartmouth on our home 
court in the Clark Athletic Center 
on Wednesday night, Feb. 19, 2020. 
This was a particularly special 
game as it was senior night for the 
players who will be graduating this 
May. The four seniors on the team 
are: #3 Jamie Staples, #13 Alecia 
Quinones, #4 Nicola Webbe, and 
#2 Maia Daugherty. Before the 
first quarter began, the seniors 
were given their gifts. Each of 
these girls were gifted a bouquet 
of flowers and a framed jersey of 
their numbers, commemorating the 
years they spent together. UMass 
Boston’s team unified themselves 
with matching pink shirts while 
they warmed up for the game, 
taking them off while they played. 

As the first quarter began, the 
Beacons scored the first two points 
of the game. As the ball was in play, 
the UMass Boston teammates on 
the bench called out the countdown 
from ten as the clock ticked. The 
score of each team maintained 
close in proximity to one another. 
UMass Boston’s Alecia Quinones, 
stole the ball back after an attempt 
shot on the net by Dartmouth’s #24, 
Jessica Carroll. As this happened, 
Dartmouth’s #11, Jordan Moretti, 
stole the lead with a score of 6–5. 
With three minutes down on the 
first quarter, Dartmouth’s #22, 
Ashley Brown, stole the ball and 
scored two more points against 
UMass Boston. At this point, the 
first time out was called. When the 
game resumed, a foul was called on 
UMass Boston’s #1, Rachel Tutkus, 
against Dartmouth’s #13, Shaelyn 
Carreiro, which gave her a free 
throw shot, which she got in. With 
20 seconds left in the game, UMass 
Boston’s #12, Tahjai Mazyck, got 
a two point basket in, leading their 
score into double digits. The first 
quarter ended with a score of 15–
10, Dartmouth in the lead. 

As period two began and 
Dartmouth had the ball, UMass 
Boston’s Jamie Staples made a 
turnover and assisted in UMass 
Boston’s #11, Jalani Jackson, in 
scoring on Dartmouth. She made 
another three points after this by 
making yet another basket, and 
she had a free throw as well, which 
she got in. UMass Boston’s Tahjai 
Mazyck attempted to keep this 
streak going in scoring against 
Dartmouth, but unfortunately 
missed. A travel violation was 
given to Dartmouth’s #14, Kayla 
McMahon, against UMass Boston 
players Jalani Jackson and Tahjai 
Mazyck who had the ball between 
them. Dartmouth’s Jessica Carroll 
shot on UMass Boston but missed, 
while UMass Boston’s Jalani 
Jackson stole it and got a three point 
shot out of it. With five minutes left 
in the quarter, UMass Boston’s 
Maia Daugherty and Jalani Jackson 
assisted Tahjai Mazyck in getting 
two points, thus having the lead 
with a score of 25–23, with Beacons 
in the lead. Two free throws were 
made in against us by Dartmouth’s 
Shaelyn Carreiro with less than a 
minute left. When UMass Boston 

got the ball back, they tossed the 
ball around too much and ran out of 
time on the clock. 

UMass Boston’s players used 
the half time to rest up and get their 
heads back into the game. The third 
quarter began with Dartmouth’s 
#15, Lauren Empey getting a 
layup against the Beacons, as well 
as Dartmouth’s Kayla McMahon 
getting a free throw in. Two UMass 
Boston players, Jamie Staples and 
#23, Joie Grassi came to save the 
day, each making a three pointer 
for the team. These points made it a 
very close game, with two minutes 
into the quarter, they were now 
tied 37–37. Dartmouth’s Jordan 
Moretti lost the ball while UMass 
Boston’s Maia Daugherty stole 
it, attempting to complete a layup 
but subsequently missed. A foul 
was called on Dartmouth’s Ashley 
Brown against UMass Boston’s 
Alecia Quinones giving her two 
free throws in, which she received 
one point for, as one was missed. 
UMass Boston’s Joie Grassi got a 

rebound and UMass Boston’s Jalani 
Jackson got a layup, thus tieing the 
teams 40–40 halfway through the 
quarter. Dartmouth’s Jordan Moretti 
could feel the tension rise and 
despite her small stature, she was 
quick in responding aggressively. 
She began more actively stealing 
the ball throughout the game 
and made a two pointer at this 
point. Dartmouth’s Jessica Carroll 
received a foul on UMass Boston’s 
Tahjai Mazyck, giving her two free 
throws which she ended up missing, 
unfortunately. UMass Dartmouth’s 
coach was getting more and more 
angry with the referees as more 
fouls were given, claiming it was 
not correct or fair. UMass Boston’s 
#31, Kaylee Haynes got a three 
pointer in, which was followed by 
Dartmouth’s Jordan Moretti making 
a free throw in and scoring two 
points as well, keeping the score 
very close. UMass Boston’s Jalani 
Jackson had the ball in her hands as 
the clock ticked down ten seconds. 
She shot on the last second, but 

missed, ending the quarter with a 
score of 53–52, Beacons in the lead. 

In the last quarter, tensions 
began seriously rising. With such a 
close game, it could go either way. 
UMass Boston’s Alecia Quinones 
had a free throw in, which she 
made. A foul was called on UMass 
Boston, giving Dartmouth’s Kayla 
McMahon two free throws which 
she got in.The score was tied at 
58–58 with only five minutes left 
on the clock, so UMass Boston 
called a time out. Once the game 
resumed again, UMass Boston’s 
#33, Geanna Williams had two free 
throws in which she got both in, 
and then shortly after another two 
free throws that she got in as well. 
This gave the lead to the Beacons 
with a score of 62–58, and less 
than two minutes left in the game. 
Another timeout was called at this 
point. Dartmouth’s Jordan Moretti 
got two free throws in, moving 
their way up to tie their score with 
UMass Boston. Geanna Williams 
evened this out by getting a two 

pointer, leading the Beacons again 
by four points, and less than a 
minute left on the clock. A penalty 
on Dartmouth gave UMass Boston’s 
Jalani Jackson two free throws, 
missing one and making the other 
in. When Dartmouth got the ball 
back, there was only ten seconds 
left on the clock, and they lost the 
ball regardless due to referee calls. 
The game ended with a Beacons 
win, and a score of 65–60. 

When asked how she was 
feeling, Kristina Baugh, the UMass 
Boston Women’s Basketball coach 
said, “It feels good. This was my 
first recruiting class, and Jaymie 
and Nikki were later additions. 
It was a big game for them, they 
earned it. They did a hell of a job 
and it was a very close game. It 
always is with UMass Dartmouth, 
they can score and score in bunches 
so we really had to defend down the 
stretch and I thought we did that. 
I’m really excited for them, my first 
class and their senior night.”

Women’s basketball vs. UMass Dartmouth

Photos by Austin Schofield / MassMedia Staff

Grace Smith
Arts & Lifestyle Editor
grace.smith001@umb.edu



The Boston Red Sox had a 
pretty rough season last year. One 
of the biggest issues was from 
pitchers Chris Sale and Nathan 
Eovaldi struggling to stay on the 
field due to multiple injuries. 

Chris Sale
Comparing championship year 

2018 to the Red Sox’s loss in 2019, 
Sale’s win-loss stat went from 12–4 
to 6–11.  His ERA from 2018 was 
2.11, very different from the 4.40 
stat in the 2019 season. In August 
2019 he was knocked to a 10-day 
injury list because of an inflamed 

elbow. Masslive reported that, 
“The left-handed pitcher missed the 
final six weeks of the 2019 season 
(39 games) because of elbow 
inflammation.” 

In an article from mlb.
com/news, it was reported that, 
“Dombrowski said Saturday’s MRI 
made it clear that the inflammation 
came from Sale’s start against the 
Indians on Tuesday, and not an 
injury he’s pitched through this 
season. Sale told the Red Sox he 
didn’t feel anything during that 
start, when he struck out 12 over 
6 2/3 innings against the Indians, 
and reached the 2,000-strikeout 
mark faster than any pitcher in 
history.” In the same Masslive 

article from Feb. 16, 2020, they 
stated, “Sale threw off a mound 
six or seven times this offseason. 
He said he prepared for spring 
training like he normally does ... 
‘Started flipping some breaking 
balls and getting after it a little 
bit,’ Sale said.” The article goes on 
with Sale talking about how much 
better he feels, “I feel better than I 
have in a long time, actually,” Sale 
said. “I’ve never taken that time 
off before. I don’t know if since 
I started baseball if I’ve had that 
time off. It’s obviously something 
you don’t want to go through. 
That was miserable. But there’s 
silver linings with everything. You 
try to take the positives in every 

crappy scenario that comes up. I 
think that time off helped my entire 
body regenerate. My shoulder, my 
elbow, my forearm ... Every muscle 
in my body got a really long break 
in trying to heal. I think in the end, 
it will help me out in the long run.”

Nathan Eovaldi
Eovaldi signed to the Red 

Sox in 2018 for four years for $68 
million. From a 3.33 ERA in 2018 
to a 5.99 ERA in 2019, he wasn’t 
able to play most of the season. On 
July 15, 2019, NESN reported that, 
“Eovaldi has been on the injured 
list since April after undergoing 
surgery to remove loose bodies 
from his elbow. He’s slowly been 
making his way back and will be 

used out of the bullpen once he 
comes back.” He was placed on a 
60-day injury list. Another NESN 
article from Feb. 15, 2020 reported, 
“But in an appearance on NESN’s 
‘Red Sox From Ft. Myers,’ Eovaldi 
explained to Tom Caron that he 
thinks people might be sleeping on 
the Red Sox and their rotation. ‘I 
almost feel like this is one of those 
years where everybody is sleeping 
on us,’ Eovaldi said. ‘We end up 
trading Mookie and David, but we 
still have Sale, myself, Eddie, the 
way he threw the ball last year (was) 
outstanding. We picked up Perez. I 
think a lot of people are sleeping on 
us and we’re going to come out and 
surprise a lot of people this year.’ ”
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Catch up with our men and 
women in uniform

beacon update
Dylan Porcaro
Sports Editor
dylan.porcaro001@umb.edu

Men’s Hockey
Sadly, the UMass Boston’s men’s hockey team’s season came an end on Saturday, as they lost to New England College in the quarterfinals of the New England Hockey Conference tournament, 

4–1. It was a pretty good year for the Beacons; they went 14–11–1 overall with a conference record of 10–7–1. After losing to New England College 6–3 in November, the Beacons came back with 
a 4–1 victory the next time the two played in January. Unfortunately, this past weekend, New England College had UMass Boston’s number and put them away. I’m sure the men’s hockey team will 
come back strong in 2021.

Women’s Basketball
 UMass Boston’s women’s basketball team ended the year just as it had started, winning all three games in the final week of the season. The Beacons first took down Western Connecticut State 

University 79–58, UMass Dartmouth 65–60, and Plymouth State University 69–61. That brings their record to 19–6, with a conference record of 10–6. Just like the men’s team, the women have 
earned the four seed for the LEC tournament. In round one, they will host UMass Dartmouth tomorrow night at 5:30 p.m. On the year, the Beacons most recently defeated them 65–60 this past week, 
and also won 81–73 in their first meeting. 

Men’s Basketball
In the final week of the regular season, UMass Boston’s men’s basketball team split its two games with a win and a loss. First, the Beacons defeated UMass Dartmouth with a final score of 76–66. 

Then, later in the week, they fell to Plymouth State University, 61–54. A win would have given UMass Boston the two-seed for the Little East Conference tournament, but instead they have now earned 
the four-seed due to the tiebreaker. This means they will open up the tournament with a home game, as they will be hosting Rhode Island College tomorrow, at a time that will later be announced. In 
the first meeting between the two teams, the Beacons won 72–68 on the road. The following matchup took place in the beginning of this month, when UMass Boston lost at home 83–80. Tuesday’s 
game should be exciting, and hopefully the Beacons will take care of business. 

Red Sox pitchers to make a comeback
Claire Speredelozzi
News Editor
c.speredelozzi@umb.edu

With Tom Brady’s decision 
still looming over all of New 
England, many people are on edge 
waiting for him to make a choice. 
While staying with the Patriots 
seems like the most possible 
option, this is the first time in his 
career that he has the opportunity to 
enter the open market. The simple 
fact that he will be able to negotiate 
with other teams means that he can 
drive up his price, which means 
at the same time, that price could 
drive New England away. Aside 
from Brady, there are players on 
defense that are going to expect 
big money this off-season, and will 
eventually probably end up leaving. 
Whether or not Brady stays, the 
team is going to have to make the 
transition at quarterback within the 

next couple years; there is no way 
around it. 

While parts of the roster are 
going to be in question, there is no 
doubt that Bill Belichick will be 
able to put the Patriots in position 
to stay competitive and ultimately 
win. There is no debating that 
Tom Brady is not only the greatest 
quarterback of all time, he also has 
been an intricate part of this 20+ 
year run. However, Belichick has 
been able to sustain a disciplined 
team with everyone buying in and 
putting the team first. Across the 
entire National Football League, 
team after team makes off-the-field 
mistakes, from the front office, 
to the coaching staff, all the way 
down to the players. While the 
Patriots certainly are not innocent 
of making mistakes, the occur 
far less often. For the most part, 
players enter New England, and we 

do not hear them make a peep until 
they are gone. 

Although Belichick has never 
won without Brady, he has proven 
that he evaluates the quarterback 
position unlike anyone else. To 
begin, let’s start with Brady himself. 
After being here in New England 
for just a short time back in 2000, 
Belichick knew he wanted to give 
Brady the job over Drew Bledsoe. 
It was known that he believed in 
Brady and thought the team could 
succeed with him; and as it turns 
out, he could not have been more 
correct. For the next seven seasons, 
New England dominated the NFL. 
Then came week one of 2008, 
when Tom Brady tore his ACL. No 
Brady? No worries. Belichick gave 
the job to backup Matt Cassel, who 
led the team to an 11 – 5 record, 
while throwing 21 touchdown 
passes and 3,693 yards. Then 

came 2016, when Tom Brady was 
suspended for the first four games. 
With Jimmy Garoppolo having two 
seasons in the system, he stepped 
right in and was incredible. They 
won both games, while Garoppolo 
made precision passes and more 
importantly, the offense looked 
identical to the way it does when 
Brady is running the show. While 
Garoppolo got injured in just his 
second start, third stringer Jacoby 
Brissett took over. He got the job 
done, and then beat the Houston 
Texans 27 – 0 the following 
week. The bottom line here is that 
Belichick can seek out quarterbacks 
better than just about anyone else in 
the history of the NFL.

When the trade was made with 
the San Francisco 49ers to send 
Garoppolo for a second round pick, 
it was evident that Belichick was 
reluctant to deal him. He wanted to 

make the transition at quarterback 
all the way back then, which is 
now three seasons ago. As it turns 
out, Brady has been to two Super 
Bowls since and has won one, 
while Garoppolo has been to the 
most recent which resulted in a 
loss. Realistically, both outcomes 
are better than most teams can 
say. I think that it is important for 
Patriots fans to realize that the team 
is in excellent hands with Belichick 
at the helm. With or without Tom 
Brady, he absolutely knows what he 
is doing and he deserves the trust of 
his fans. He is going to find the next 
guy, and even if that quarterback 
is not as talented as Brady, he will 
improve other parts of the roster 
to make up for it. Bill Belichick is 
the most critical part of the Patriots 
entire operation and will continue 
to be going forward. 

Future of the Patriots
Dylan Porcaro
Sports Editor
dylan.porcaro001@umb.edu

Women’s Hockey
 In an absolute thriller of a game, UMass Boston’s women’s hockey team saw their season come to an end after losing in triple overtime to University of Southern Maine by a score of 2–1. It was 

the quarterfinals of the NEHC tournament, in which the Beacons were the fifth seed. Their final overall record was 12–11–3, to go along with a conference record of 8–6–2. University of Southern 
Maine truly was prepared for the Beacons all year long, beating them for a third time on Saturday. The first meeting ended in a 4–2 loss, and the second one was a 3–2 loss. While the season certainly 
did not end the way UMass Boston would have preferred, they should be proud of how the way that they battled back after a 1–4–1 start to the year. 
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This is going to be arguably the 
most bizarre off-season for fans of 
the New England Patriots, as it will 
be the first time Tom Brady will 
be entering free agency. The Pats’ 
off-season needs will be largely 
contingent on whether Brady re-
signs with the team or not. If he 
leaves, the number one need will 
undoubtedly be the Quarterback 
position; however, if he stays, there 
are a plethora of different needs the 
Patriots should assess in the off-
season. So, just for fun, assuming 
Brady does decide to stay in New 
England, what will the Patriots 
need to improve to ensure that they 
will be back to championship form?

Offensive Line
After losing their starting left 

tackle, Trent Brown, just one year 
ago, the Patriots seem to be in a 
rough situation when it comes to 
their offensive line. Starting left 
guard Joe Thuney is up for what 
will likely be a pretty lucrative 
contract in free agency that the Pats 
probably won’t be willing to pay. 
Also, recent rumors have said that 
starting right tackle Marcus Cannon 
is retiring; however, that rumor was 
confirmed to be false, but many 
could wonder why that information 
got out if he wasn’t already 
considering retirement. Either way, 
do not be surprised if the Pats use 
a high draft pick on an offensive 
lineman this upcoming draft.

Wide Receiver and Tight End

All year long, the Patriots 
biggest issue seemed to be that 
Brady and his newer receivers 
had some sort of disconnect. 
The only receiver that had any 
consistent production was Julian 
Edelman, who had a career best 
1,117 receiving yards this season; 
however, he also led the league in 
drops this season, so it is clear that 
Brady was throwing a lot his way. 
The Patriots have been rumored to 
have interest in Stephon Diggs and 
AJ Green, so it is easy to see that 
the Pats are looking to add some 
veterans to the receiving core.

As for the tight end position, 
the Patriots struggled this season 
to find a reliable fit. For most of 
the season, Matt Lacosse was the 
main option, but he only caught 

13 passes for 131 yards all season. 
That is obviously a massive drop 
off at the position after just losing 
Rob Gronkowski the year before. I 
believe the Patriots should look into 
a player like Hunter Henry in free 
agency and Thaddeus Moss in the 
draft who should be available in the 
early-middle rounds.

Running Back
The Patriots are not in dire 

need of a running back; however, 
Sony Michel had a down season as 
a short-yardage running back. The 
Patriots could look in house at a 
player like Damien Harris to help 
in short-yardage situations or even 
the draft. Other than that, it is not 
out of the realm of possibility that 
Michel has a bounce back season 
after what looked like a sophomore 

slump a year ago.
It is clear that there is a trend 

with these positions of need: they 
are all on offense. Last season the 
Patriots really struggled on offense, 
especially in the red zone. The 
Patriots should completely cater 
their off-season needs to Brady, 
especially considering he will be 43 
years old entering the 2020 season. 
Making sure Brady is comfortable 
with his offensive weapons and 
his offensive line is vital to the 
team’s future success. Especially 
considering it was Brady’s lack 
of comfort with his weapons that 
caused the abrupt ending to the 
2019 season.

 

Off-season needs assuming Tom Brady returns
Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Writer

A letter to all of sports: Take 
note of the NBA. 

As the second half of the 
2019-20 NBA season officially 
commences, and the battle towards 
the playoffs barrels ahead, it would 
be a disservice to not at least give 
acknowledgment to the success that 
was this season’s All-Star Weekend, 
held this year in the windy city of 
Chicago. The NBA has long had 
difficulty when it pertains to keeping 
fans tuned into the spectacle, but 
2020 appears to hopefully be a 
turning point for that truth. The 
players, stars, and fans alike have 
all expressed their excitement with 
the direction in which the league is 
taking the break of the season, and 
if this is anything to be gone off of, 
everybody aforementioned will be 
in for quality content for years to 
come. From the Rising Stars Game, 
to the three-point and dunk contest, 
and ultimately the big game itself, 
this league seems to have made a 
turnaround in the output of quality, 

worthwhile watching content for 
fans over the course of three days, 
with each of the days having an 
event arguably deserved of viewing. 
This in itself goes to show what 
magic the league has on its hands, 
and whether it is the commitment to 
proper packaging and production, 
or just the influx of absolute stars 
the league has, the fans are the 
ultimate winners through it all.

The Rising Stars game on 
Friday night was a perfect way to 
kick off the weekend, pitting the 
young and up and coming faces 
of the league against each other 
in what was essentially a glorified 
pickup game. Seeing half-court 
shots from the likes of Trae Young 
and Luka Doncic, watching former 
AAU teammates Ja Morant and 
Zion Williamson throwing alley-
oops to each other, and even getting 
a halftime tweet indicating waking 
up and actually trying from the 
eventual MVP of the game in Miles 
Bridges, all contributed to what 
was a fun, casual enough but more 
than entertaining kickoff to the 
weekend. 

Saturday brought in the Skills 
challenge, three-point and dunk 
contest. In the Skills challenge, 
reigning champion Jayson Tatum of 
the Celtics was unable to defend his 
crown, getting knocked out in the 
first round. Tatum proclaimed that 
he was to retire from the challenge 
going forward, but undoubtedly 
this was not the way he saw himself 
going out. Bam Adebayo of Miami 
was the eventual winner, which 
would mark the start of a night 
of winning for Heat players. The 
Three-point contest might have 
been the most exciting one in 
the past couple of years, with the 
addition of the 4-point ‘Dew’ shot 
from almost half court (courtesy of 
sponsor Mountain Dew) lending to 
more exciting shots. Late vote-in 
Devin Booker started of scorching 
hot, but found himself in a shootout 
in the final round vs. Buddy Hield 
of Sacramento. Despite Bookers 
sharpshooting, Hield ended up 
winning on his final shot from the 
corner, stealing the trophy from 
the Damian Lillard substitute in 
Booker. And finally, there was the 

dunk contest. This contest was 
easily the most entertaining of the 
night, and came down to a dunk 
off between Miami Heat’s Derrick 
Jones Jr. and 3-time participant but 
never-winning Aaron Gordon of 
Orlando. The two went back and 
forth for what seemed like forever, 
until an eventual dunk from just 
before the free-throw line etched 
Jones over Gordon by 1 point. The 
vote was controversial, both within 
in the arena and across social media 
alike, and while I myself wouldn’t 
even have been against a tie, do 
not discredit Jones Jr’s dunking 
ability or deservedness to win in 
the slightest. 

Ultimately the weekend was 
capped off with the All-Star Game 
on Sunday. Team LeBron vs. Team 
Giannis, for the second year in a 
row. Now while the All-Star game 
has been rather conventionally 
boring for years on year now, what 
with its given handful of highlights 
and absolutely no defense in sight, 
the league decided to change things 
up this season. The rules of the game 
were altered slightly, and while 

more tweaks may be necessary in 
the years going forward, the way 
this year went was that at the end 
of the first three quarters, the team 
in the lead’s score is factored, and 
in honor of the late Kobe Bryant, 
are given the set target score of 
24 points more than what they 
have. And so, in an untimed, non-
commercial having quarter, both 
teams play to the target score of 157, 
rather than until the clock ran out. 
This actually played out amazingly, 
as the fans were treated to probably 
the most intense conclusion to an 
All-Star game in memory. Team 
LeBron ended up stealing the show, 
capping the weekend with a 157–
155 victory of team Giannis. Kawhi 
Leonard won the MVP, now named 
the Kobe Bryant MVP Award, and 
truly the weekend could not have 
gone better for the league if they 
wanted it to. Sure, adjustments 
will be made, but given the overall 
success and pleasure of everybody 
involved, I think that it is safe to say 
the NBA is setting precedent sports 
the world over could, and maybe 
should, take note of.

NBA All-Star weekend recap
Tommy Fitzgerald
Sports Writer

Recently, UMass Boston 
Basketball Coach Jason Harris 
visited an Honors Intermediate 
class in which he detailed the 
extensive efforts that go into 
creating a solid foundation for the 
Beacons. Coach Harris, the second, 
full time coach in UMass Boston’s 
men’s basketball history, has 
guided the Beacons to their record 
winning season and the program’s 
second three-year run, the latter of 
which had wins in the double digits. 
Under him, the Beacons jumped out 
to a 4–0 start for the fifth time in 
program history. But the success 
of the Beacons doesn’t come so 
naturally. Behind every hard fought 
win is the tireless efforts of its 
coach. 

Whenever the Beacons are 
faced with an opponent, Coach 
Harris sits down two or three 
nights before the game in order 
to study the opposite team’s 
player. A chart is filled out with 
the players’ heights, year, and a 

couple of personal notes on each 
player’s different techniques. Such 
notes could include things such 
as a player being “athletic and 
bouncy,” or another having a habit 
of being a “shifty scorer.” Harris 
also watches clips from players’ 
performance in past games as a 
way to garner the type of player 
they are. This database (on which 
games are clipped and assigned 
to players) is crucial in providing 
important information such as the 
player efficiency rating, which is a 
measure of a player’s productivity 
per minute; points per possession, 
or the number of points scored 
divided by the number of total 
possessions; and the true shooting 
percentage, which measures how 
efficiently a player can throw the 
ball. Every single player in the 
nation in every university is on this 
database, with clips that compile 
their successes, style of playing, and 
their athletic techniques waiting to 
be studied and analyzed by coaches 
nationwide. 

Once the sheet with this 
information is compiled, along 
with the athletes’ official photos, 

the strategy the Beacons adopt 
comes into play. A strategy Harris 
mentions he prefers to coach is 
man-to-man, since that way, each 
player’s focus is on a single target, 
and the attention of the team is 
advantageously divided. Harris also 
mentioned that when one player 
possesses the ball for too long, 
it could threaten the effort other 
players are willing to put into the 
game, which is why traveling isn’t 
particularly recommended. 

Coach Harris also stresses 
the difference in Division III 
sports compared to the other, 
more “elite” divisions where the 
school’s back the teams more 
heavily. One difference is the lack 
of live numbers in real time during 
the game, the statistics of which 
would be incredibly beneficial to 
guiding the team to a win. Another 
difference is that the players on 
the basketball team are required 
to fundraise in order to afford 
additional supplies, they “literally 
pay to play,” or “pay for the 
experience,” since the university 
only covers so much. But this is a 
reality Coach Harris presumably 

understands, as his familiarity 
with Division III basketball can be 
assumed by him having played his 
college basketball at Rhode Island 
College.

The best thing that we, as 
a student body, can do for the 
basketball team, according to 

Harris, is show our support. Every 
athletic game is free for students. 
We aren’t expected to paint our 
faces or scream, Harris jokes, but 
simply showing up at any games 
to show support for the team is 
enough. 

Behind the scenes of a team’s success
Farrin Khan
Opinions Editor
farrin.khan001@umb.edu
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For my whole life I have 
always been a person who is not 
easily angered. It takes a lot to get 
me mad or angry about something, 
and for this reason, when I do 
become mad, I become frustrated at 
myself. I would always beat myself 
up because I figured being happy 
and positive were the only emotions 
that would get me anywhere: a fairly 
common sentiment taught to many 
young kids throughout elementary 
school. The yellow, happy face 
was good, and the red, hot, angry 
face was bad. It was hard for me to 

turn my attitude around and notice 
how much good can come from just 
one person getting angry. As I have 
grown up, I have seen the value of 
anger, and the power that being mad 
holds. This being said, the older I 
get, the more things seem to make 
me mad. Tuning into the news has 
proved difficult as it compiles all of 
the things that cause me to feel mad 
into one space.

Recently, I have been able 
to see anger not as something 
to be scared of, but as a tool for 
motivation. Does climate change 
make you mad? Do our gun policy, 
immigration laws, or student debt 
make you cringe? Well, that’s great 

news, because there’s nothing 
better than the drive and knowledge 
that you have the power to make a 
difference. And you do, we all do! 
The next time you get angry about 
something don’t just tell your friend, 
tell your state representatives; 
tell not only one person but fifty 
people. Spread the word about 
your cause no matter what it is. I 
find it helpful to remember that 
you’re not the only person getting 
mad. Sometimes it helps to go on 
social media or the news and see 
that you’re not alone in this fight. 
As hard as the news can be to read, 
it’s a good form of encouragement 
to redirect your anger towards 

something productive.
Don’t feel ashamed to feel 

angry or mad. Feel proud that 
you care about something and 
then do something about it. I have 
accepted that I am going to be mad 
sometimes and it’s not something 
to be ashamed of but to embrace. 
There is an art to being angry and it 
doesn’t have to represent violence 
or hate, it can represent positivity 
and dedication. One thing that 
makes me mad is how much 
damage we have done to our earth, 
so I do what I can as a consumer to 
try to make a difference.

Anyone can be an organizer or 
a leader, and those titles are what 

you make them. If you think you 
don’t have time, it’s okay—you 
don’t have to organize a whole 
march to make a difference. It’s 
also very important to remember 
not to get mad at yourself if 
you feel like you’re not doing 
enough. Everything you do makes 
a difference; every act, word, 
or emotion changes something. 
Getting angry isn’t always the 
answer, but when it is, remember 
that you control it. Anger can be 
soft and quiet or it can be hard and 
loud but it can not be taken away 
from you. So be mad, be angry and 
be motivated. Never be scared to go 
for what you believe in.
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Balancing school, work, and a 
social life can be draining to your 
mental and physical health. At 
UMass Boston, a large part of the 
community commutes and typically 
has a job that helps to pay for school 
or housing, so many of us know 
this struggle. One of my favorite 
things about UMass Boston is the 
dedication that the students each 
hold. We are each on our mission 
toward graduation, which adds 
on even more anxiety for seniors 
who don’t know what their next 
move will be. It’s a stressful time 
to figure out where you’re going 
to live, work, and survive. We are 
all eventually going to be looking 

for the answer to the dooming 
question: what happens next?

If you’re like me, then 
you can’t enjoy much until you 
know whatever deadline that’s 
looming over your head is met and 
completed. Procrastinating just 
adds more stress to the assignment 
and makes you feel even worse 
about it. If I have something due 
on Saturday night, I won’t be able 
to do anything during the day on 
Saturday because it’s stressful 
knowing I have something I’m 
responsible for getting done very 
soon. The best way to avoid 
dealing with this is to try to avoid 
procrastination, which is something 
we all struggle with. However, I 
have noticed myself getting my 
assignments done before there was 
a time crunch on it, and I ended up 

feeling less anxiety over it. 
If you can buy a planner and 

force yourself to write in it daily, 
it can be a really helpful tool in 
allowing you to divvy up your time 
in each day for various assignments. 
Let’s say you’re working all 
weekend, but you have a paper due 
on Monday. You should use your 
planner to see that you won’t have 
adequate time to do the assignment 
on the weekend, which may cause 
you to feel worried at work, since 
you’re stressed about a paper you 
won’t have time to do. Instead of 
feeling this way, you should work 
on the paper during the week when 
your workload won’t be so busy. As 
more assignments come your way, 
you’ll be able to fit in scheduling on 
your planner, depending on when 
you will have the free time to work 

on whatever is due next. 
By planning ahead with your 

assignments, it can allow you to 
have your weekend to yourself! 
Dedicating your attention to your 
schoolwork during the week frees 
up more time on the weekend 
to spend time with your friends, 
like you actually want to. Plus, 
you won’t have to be thinking of 
assignments you’re responsible for 
or what’s due next because you’ll 
be fully prepared.

It’s okay to feel tired and burnt 
out, as many people feel that way 
and you’re not alone. If you find 
yourself stressed out and unhappy, 
maybe you should reevaluate 
what’s most important to you and 
what you’re willing to sacrifice. 
Mental health is always going to 
be most important, and if you need 

to take a break to focus on getting 
better in that aspect, you should. It 
is so much better to have less on 
your plate so you can do more with 
what you are dedicated to, rather 
than spreading yourself thin. I used 
to take five classes while working 
two jobs, and after dropping a class 
during two separate semesters, I 
decided to save myself the money, 
time and stress. It’s expensive 
to pay for a class that you won’t 
receive credit for. Now that I 
have more time to focus on my 
four classes, I do much better at 
handling my workload and my 
grades have improved significantly 
because of it. It’s important to take 
steps toward a healthy, happy life.

Balancing school, friends, and work at UMass Boston

Julia Macnair
Contributing Writer

Grace Smith
Arts & Lifestyle Editor
grace.smith001@umb.edu

Being angry is a good thing



Feb. 12, 2020—When people hear the word “elections,” many think of Bernie Sanders, Donald Trump, Elizabeth Warren, etc. But it is just as important to think about 

the elections closer to home. Last week, the Undergraduate Student Government Election Committee was called into session, meaning that election season has 

officially hit our little peninsula. The Mass Media had the opportunity to sit down with five senators running for reelection and hear what they have to say.

Time to showcase our senators
By John Moylan
Contributing Writer

This senator is a world-traveling, moped-riding, 

fettuccine alfredo-eating vegetarian. Senator 

Maura Driscoll is a political science major who was 

appointed Senator in Fall of 2019. She is a member 

of Campus and Community Affairs, or CCA, and has 

done her fair share of work with them.

“In my time as senator, I’ve worked really closely 

with a lot of my fellow senators in my committee,” 

she told The Mass Media. “We’ve worked on a 

lot of Legislation, specifically the MBTA survey, 

and tried to draft that up so we can pass it on to 

administration.”

In addition to her work with CCA, she also really 

believes in supporting women on campus. “The 

thing that I would like to focus on is an issue like 

Women on Campus and about trying to establish 

something kind of like what Macie is doing, 

encouraging women in politics,” she said. “That is 

something that I feel like a lot of women are afraid 

to dip their toes into, but we need to see a lot more 

representation amongst women.”

Some legislation she is helping pass is CSA-

2020S-001, “a legislation on requiring at least 

one bathroom in every building to have pads or 

tampons so people with periods have a resource 

because not every bathroom has the availability of 

those.” This legislation is currently being reviewed 

and revised by CCA.

As to why she is seeking reelection, Senator 

Driscoll said “I’m seeking reelection because I 

really enjoyed my time this past semester being a 

senator, so I’d love to continue the work that we’ve 

done and see what more we can do.” Maura is also 

a part of the Cheerleading club here on campus.

Maura Driscoll
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Time to showcase our senators
By John Moylan
Contributing Writer

Tyler Ruzich

He is a deft debater, a Kansas City Chiefs-lover, 

and an out-of-state student. Senator Tyler Ruzich 

is here to represent all out-of-state students on 

campus. Senator Ruzich joined USG in special 

elections in Fall 2019. He is a member of Budget 

and Finance, which funds clubs all over campus.

“Really, what B and F tries to do is, with the 

money that we have, expand the opportunities 

that clubs and organizations on campus have,” he 

said. “Because not everybody has just an infinite 

amount of money to spend. We have to budget. But 

we want to do whatever we can, in our capacity, to 

make sure that clubs and organizations can do the 

most that they can to reach their goals and do what 

they want to do as a club; make as many things as 

we can possible.”

Currently, Senator Ruzich is working to help 

fix the parking issues brought up last semester. 

“One piece of legislation that I’d like to examine 

would be, and I’m still trying to figure out with the 

transportation office, has been ZipCar on campus. I 

think ZipCar is very important; it is a great tool and 

resource for students to use, but we have to sort 

of understand that a lot of the parking spots where 

ZipCar is being placed are key real estate and could 

be used for accessible parking. Recently, we had 

the big controversy about the reserved parking at 

the dorms, and those ZipCars are right there.”

Senator Ruzich is a first-year political science 

student. In addition to USG, Senator Ruzich also 

takes part in the OSLCE office through Leadership 

Foundations, and will occasionally pop into a 

College Democrats meeting.
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So, you saved up the money 
and you now want to buy a car! 
You are looking around at the 
best options available. Maybe you 
are thinking about getting one 
from a family friend, Facebook 
marketplace or a dealership. 
Comparing prices and mileage, 
you just seem to get a little 
overwhelmed. Depending on what 
you choose to do will affect how 
you experience the car buying 
process. It can be a lot of fun 
but it is also extremely stressful. 
Personally I felt like a fish out of 
water while buying my first car and 

it was weird. I am just going to talk 
about my experience and why I 
chose to do things the way I did.

I chose to go through a 
dealership to buy my car over 
the weekend. My boyfriend and 
I took a trip down to Woburn 
Toyota to see what I could get. 
The main reason I chose them is 
the trust I could have in my car. 
Woburn Toyota is a well known 
car dealership and they have very 
good reviews. I knew that I was 
not going to get scammed if I went 
there to go shopping.

 What I mean by not being 
scammed is that I know my car 
would not die on me after two 
months because it was not properly 

looked at. I know that the car 
will pass inspection because they 
inspect the car before I buy it. 
Some of the other places I had 
been looking at had reviews about 
doctoring their cars. My mom told 
me what that meant because being 
a 19 year old, I had no idea what 
they were talking about. Doctoring 
a car is when they fix a car up just 
enough to not be covered by the 
lemon law. Another huge thing I 
got to avoid was the RMV. 

Yup, going through a 
dealership means you get to skip 
the RMV line. You might have 
to wait a day or so to be able to 
pick your car up but on the bright 
side you do not have to register 

it yourself! I am personally not a 
fan of the RMV so being able to 
skip it is a big plus for me. I will 
arrive at the dealership to pick my 
car up and not have to worry about 
getting a plate made or anything 
of the sort. Another plus is if you 
come in early enough, you might 
even be able to leave with your car 
in hand.

The last thing I am going 
to talk about is the money. So, I 
wanted to get a nice car but I did 
not have the money for said nice 
car. This is another big reason I 
went to a dealership, because I was 
able to finance my car. Instead of 
just buying a $2,000 car that might 
need $2,000 worth of repairs, I 

chose to finance. I used the money 
that would have gotten me a junk 
car as a down payment to get 
myself something that would last 
me. Not only would this save me 
money in the long run, I will not 
have to worry about it breaking 
down on me. Then, the warranty 
I got along with my car was 
amazing! For an extra $20 a month 
I was able to add on a warranty 
that covers everything down to 
my brakes. You do not have to 
follow in my footsteps, but I had a 
very good experience shopping at 
Woburn Toyota.

 

My experience buying a new car
Rose Murray
Arts & Lifestyle Writer

I have been commuting to 
campus for the past semester, and 
starting up this next semester, 
I have found a few benefits to 
using the Commuter Rail instead 
of driving in. These range from 
being school related to having 
some personal me time on the 
train. We all know the downsides 
of using the T. It can be unreliable, 
slow, smell weird, and you can 
get home very late. If you do not 
have a T pass, the price of taking 
the train adds up very quickly, and 

you can find yourself in a place 
where paying for transportation 
is hard. I am here to tell you why 
going through all of the suffering 
is worth it! 

The first big reason I like 
taking the train is that I get to beat 
the traffic. I am not a fan of sitting 
in bumper to bumper traffic on 95 
while listening to the same songs 
on the radio over and over again. If 
I was to drive to school everyday, 
I would be sitting in traffic for at 
least an hour plus the $15 parking 
fee on top of that. With the train, 
I still take an hour to get to work, 
but it is while I am doing what 

I want to do. I do not hear any 
horns, I do not get mad at the 
stupid drivers, and I do not have to 
pay for gas. I just sit down, pop in 
my headphones, and do my thing. 
In the mornings I do my makeup. 
It gives me the perfect amount of 
time to do a full face and I didn’t 
even have to give up any sleep. I 
would be waking up even earlier if 
I was driving because you cannot 
(well, should not) do your makeup 
and drive. If I am not doing my 
makeup, I am doing my homework 
and getting done what I need to do. 
It is a great place to read or work 
on a paper. The double decker cars 

even have places where you can 
sit at a table and plug your laptop 
in to do your work. Lastly, if I am 
tired, I just sleep. I close my eyes 
and take a quick half-hour nap. 
Sleeping and driving do not mix 
very well, so I would not suggest 
trying it.

Another benefit of taking the 
T is the environmental impact. 
If you are taking the T every day 
instead of taking your car, you are 
helping save the earth. Transit.gov 
states that public transportation, 
like the subway, produces 75 
percent less greenhouse gases per 
passenger mile than a single person 

car. That is a huge jump and it 
can make a big difference in the 
end. Speaking of nature, we live 
in New England! It likes to snow 
during the winter here, and it gets 
very cold. You do not want to be 
waking up even earlier to clean 
off your car to be able to drive to 
school. And if you live on one of 
those weird side streets like I do, 
they might not even plow your 
street very well. So, if you have 
been thinking about switching to 
the Commuter Rail, do it! You save 
time, sleep, and you get to help out 
the environment on a daily basis.

Why you should take the Commuter Rail
Rose Murray
Arts & Lifestyle Writer

SENIORS AND FIRST-YEARS:
We want you to give us a grade with the National 
Survey for Student Engagement. In appreciation 

for participating, you will automatically be 
entered to win a $25 bookstore gift card!

If you have any questions, please email inst.research@umb.edu.

Find the NSSE 
Survey in your 
UMass Boston 
Email and on 
Blackboard!

It’s your turn to give US a grade!
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There is always that one 
person, at one moment in time, that 
one wants to meet. I had just that 
glorious moment while in Paris. I 
slept like a baby on that first night 
listening to the sounds outside my 
personal Parisian window. The 
sounds of cars, people talking, and 
sirens wafted towards my senses in 
a way that I had dreamt only Paris 
could. While in Germany, so many 
of the other students spoke jadedly 
of France, and especially Paris. 
They said it was overrated, too 
touristy—but isn’t that part of what 
makes this gilded city of Paris? 
There is poetry in its architectural, 
antique opulence. No matter how 
many rags it must wear, there is no 
hiding its pedigree.

A pedigree of wealth, history, 
revolution, poverty, and especially 
art—it is a city of decadence in 
appearance. It is a city of larger 
than life buildings, museums, 
columns on the ends of bridges. 
There is something about Paris 
that lifts the spirits of even the 
loneliest, because it is a city of 
creativity at the deepest level. I 
had been seduced! I was in love 
with Paris. My time there was a 
whirlwind romance, ended before 
it had even started. I still pine for 
its warm embrace. I spent hours 
exploring her. Taking my time, 
hanging my legs off the side of a 
wall along the Seine. I breathed the 
air of the rippling waters on a hot 
summer day. She whispered in my 
ear sweet nothings of loves long 
past. Paris is a city of romance 
even for those with no romantic 
intention. It is a part of her DNA 
and it is hard not to be touched by 
her.

I decided to walk along the 
park to the Place de la Concorde 
where an obelisk is centered in 
the center of the square. The 
circular roadway reminded me of 

those seen in the movies during 
European chase scenes. I was in 
awe everywhere I walked. I wasn’t 
sure where I was going completely, 
so I was just following where my 
heart would lead me. There was 
only one place I had to see and that 
was the Louvre. The Louvre was 
the main reason I had chosen Paris, 
although now that I had spent 
time with her, there was so much 
more than this one museum. The 
Louvre was originally built as a 
fortress but became a palace in the 
16th century. Today it is a museum 
that takes days to circumvent. I 
had bought my ticket at the hotel 
desk to save myself two lines 
at the museum. A couple at the 
hotel almost convinced me not to 
attempt to see the Mona Lisa. They 
scared me with the mass of people 
waiting to see her. I figured I could 
see the rest of the museum.

The courtyard, if it could be 
called that, is large with various 
fountains. In the center is a large 
pyramid artwork that serves as 
the roof of the entrance of the 
museum. I waited in the line 
to show my ticket. This was a 
museum very much loved. People 
from all over the world waited 
patiently for their turn to enter a 
certain kind of paradise. A paradise 
of art for those of us who love 
art, especially the art of the old. 
I took my time choosing a wing, 
not sure what was in it. It was 
confusing and the main lobby area 
reminded me of Grand Central 
Station in New York City, as there 
was an entrance to a platform in all 
directions.

The one I chose was the right 
one because it is here, I would 
finally come face to face with one 
of the greatest pieces of art in the 
history of mankind, in my opinion, 
that is. I took my time, allowing 
my eyes to take in the paintings 
and sculptures that surrounded 
me, meandering into the different 
rooms. I neared one room that 

had people spilling out of it. I 
couldn’t see what the people were 
looking at, but I could guess this 
was the massive crowd the couple 
at the hotel warned me of. I stood 
there and contemplated, Do I dare 
immerse myself in this sea of 
salmon? I rolled it around in my 
head: Yes, I had to. I would regret 
it for the rest of my life if I did not 
take this chance no matter how the 
crowd was. It’s not as if I haven’t 
had to board the Orange Line train 

in the middle of a snowstorm. This 
was no worse.

I melted into the crowd which 
was chaotically organized. As the 
crowd moved forward so did I. 
Most well-wishers of Mona were 
respectful of the fact they were 
not the only ones. They admired 
her for a few moments, took her 
picture and pushed their way 
upstream. It was finally my turn. 
I stood in front of the golden rope 
and gazed at her. She was not 

larger than life as I had always 
imagined her to be. She was 
small, her non-smile mocking the 
preconceptions the world has of 
her. Yet, she is immense in her 
influence, in her seduction, in the 
worship that lovers of art bestow 
upon her. And here I stood, face to 
face with Mona herself, her calm 
demeanor calming as I studied her 
likeness. I took my picture and said 
goodbye and made way for the 
next admirer.

I Met Mona!

Jennifir Huston
Contributing Writer

Photo by Jennifir Huston / Mass Media Staff



March 3, 2020—Super 
Tuesday, or the final race for 
the Democratic nomination for 
U.S. President, draws nearer. 
Massachusetts, along with fourteen 
other states, will hold elections 
on this day to decide the fate of 
most of the delegates. According 
to the Washington Post, “More 
than a third of all delegates for the 
Democratic National Convention 
are up for grabs on this one day”. 
Since most of the student body, 
as well as the faculty, will find 
themselves at the voting booths 
within a few short weeks, an 
overview of the frontrunners would 
be appropriate to an active political 
campus such as UMass Boston. As 
we prepare for the national election 
in November, having an idea of the 
candidate’s journey and actions will 
give us better insight into their time 
as President. 

With March 3 on the horizon, 
the Democratic National Party may 
see two or three clear frontrunners 
appear following states allocating 
the majority of the delegates. 
While some candidates, such as 
Former Vice President Joe Biden, 
are severely underperforming, 
lesser known moderates seem 
to be stealing the spotlight in 
the two earliest voting states: 
New Hampshire and Iowa. The 
candidates that are beginning 
to overperform are Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg and Sen.  Amy Klobuchar. 
Much can be inferred following the 
first two state elections that provide 
insight into the rest of the national 
election.

As a college campus 
community that leans substantially 
to the left, contemplating the 
results of the democratic primary 

is something that would benefit 
even apolitical students. From free 
public universities to increased 
taxation, future working class 
individuals such as ourselves 
have a vested interest in seeing 
that the U.S. President represents 
the entire population, from the 
homeless on the streets, to Jeff 
Bezos and Bill Gates. Regardless 
of socioeconomic status, the factors 
of a democratic constitutional 
republic insist that every citizen of 
the given nation has the God-given 
right to vote for representatives 
(as expressed through the United 
States Constitution and later 
amendments). As we are all mostly 
of voting age, it is imperative to be 
politically literate and line yourself 
with someone that represents your 
political convictions.

Following the absolute national 
disgrace that was the Iowa Caucus, 

rumors of corruption spread as 
a result of mismanaged actions. 
However, following the eventual 
release of the results, several 
winners came out successfully 
at the end. Bernie Sanders won 
twelve delegates, while Mayor 
Buttigieg earned thirteen delegates. 
The New Hampshire primary 
provided a similar result with Sen. 
Sanders achieving the delegate 
win as well as the popular vote 
win. Also in New Hampshire, Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, 
who has been polling particularly 
weakly, found herself in contention 
with a third place finish behind 
Bernie Sanders and Pete Buttigieg. 
Klobuchar won six delegates while 
Sanders and Buttigieg both won 
nine delegates each. With a clear 
frontrunner in the form of Bernie 
Sanders, will the democrats find 
themselves nominating a far-left 

socialist to run against Donald 
Trump in a desperate attempt to 
unseat an incumbent president 
during a relatively successful 
economy?

If you had asked me who I 
thought were the front runners 
from the Democratic Candidates 
for President before the two 
elections, I would have confidently 
replied with Bernie Sanders and 
Joe Biden. However, following 
Biden’s weak performances in the 
two preliminary states, and with the 
momentum Bernie Sanders holds 
in his position at the moment, it 
seems that Bernie Sanders is set 
to continue polling strong with 
minimal resistance on his way to 
the Democratic nomination. 

So what does the national 
election in November look like? 
At the moment, it looks like to be 
a clear road for Bernie Sanders and 

an even clearer road for Donald 
Trump. The next logical question 
would be if Bernie Sanders poses a 
significant threat to Donald Trump; 
my personal opinion would be 
no. Hillary Clinton, the corrupt 
“moderate” with the support of 
former President Barack Obama 
and the entire DNC, couldn’t beat 
Trump; it would be highly unlikely 
if Sanders could. If anyone was 
going to beat Trump, given his 
strong supporting base, it would be a 
well-known and recognizable name 
such as Hillary Clinton. Rather, a 
career politician with a somewhat 
consistent track record seems to 
be the most likely challenger to 
Donald Trump in November. And 
this politician seems to be in a 
much weaker position than Clinton 
was in.   

College students often find 
themselves in a predicament: vote 
in alignment with peers in keeping 
with being socially acceptable, or 
vote based entirely on political 
conviction. Oftentimes, as is the case 
with people who lean center-right or 
perhaps libertarian, the prospect of 
a large federal government disgusts 
small government conservatives 
such as myself. However, once 
people label us racist or hateful 
of the working class, we may find 
ourselves falling in line behind our 
peers and professors who suggest 
that more government intervention 
is the solution to all our problems. 
While Bernie Sanders prepares 
to face Trump, people will point 
out their many differences in an 
attempt to make Sanders appeal 
to moderates, Independents and 
Republicans who are disgusted by 
Trump’s rhetoric; but upon further 
inspection, these proponents of 
large federal government overreach 
and power, may not be as different 
as people suggest.

Keeping up with the Dems
Matthew Reiad
Opinions Writer
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SENIORS AND FIRST-YEARS:
We want you to tell us exactly what you’re thinking with 

the National Survey for Student Engagement.
In appreciation for participating, you will automatically be 

entered to win a $25 bookstore gift card!
If you have any questions, please email inst.research@umb.edu.

Find the NSSE 
Survey in your 
UMass Boston 
Email and on 
Blackboard!

It’s not a game, give us a grade!
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Why I am voting for Joe Kennedy and Pete 
Buttigieg and you should too

As a young Democrat, I spend 
a lot of time thinking about the 
future of the party. Many of us 
have the idea that the extinction 
of the Republican Party is 
demographically inevitable, with 
their alienation of ethnic and racial 
minorities and a whole generation 
of young people seemingly 
presenting an insurmountable 
voting bloc. Opposing this thesis 
is the current reality. Despite the 
popularity of Democratic Party 
policy, and the pure numerical 
advantage of registered Democrats 
and Democratic-leaning voters, 
Republicans still retain control of 
most major institutions. With their 
party controlling the White House, 
the Senate, a solid majority of state 
legislative districts, and 26 out of 
the 50 state governorships, they 
must be doing something right. 
 While there are structural 
factors that benefit Republicans in 
our current political system, I do 
not believe that is enough to explain 
their stranglehold on American 
political power. The Republican 
Party has a much stronger talent 
pipeline than the Democratic Party, 
allowing them to promote strong 
leaders to the top on a meritocratic 
basis, while the Democratic Party 
holds onto a mostly seniority-based 
system. And therein lies my central 
thesis: we, as young people, must 
elect Democrats—not just based 
on their past record and experience, 
but also on their political future—
because our future depends on 
theirs.

The Democratic Party is 
dominated by the elderly. In the 
Democratic presidential primary, 
four of the top five candidates (Joe 
Biden, Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth 
Warren, and Mike Bloomberg) 
would be the oldest president of all 
time by the end of their first term. 
In Massachusetts, our US Senators 
are 70 and 73. We are electing 
people that were eligible for their 
full Social Security benefits years 

ago. Joe Biden, Mike Bloomberg, 
and Bernie Sanders, if elected, 
would all exceed American life 
expectancy by the end of their 
term. This isn’t good for our 
future, which is likely considerably 
longer than theirs. True, there are 
advantages to the experience that 
all of these legendary politicians 
bring to the table, but they are past 
their prime, no matter what their 
medical reports say.

Politics is a very mentally 
and physically taxing profession. 
From the rigor of the campaign, 
demanding long hours and 
extensive travel, to the stress 
of having an entire community 
dependent on you, it is not a job 
for the faint of heart. I do not 

believe it is healthy for us to be 
placing these responsibilities on the 
elderly. Furthermore, their mental 
and physical decline threatens to 
make them less dependable leaders 
of a nation. When you are leading 
the most powerful country in the 
world, the lynchpin of the entire 
international order, you need to 
be dependable. The stability of all 
human civilization depends on the 
American president like no other 
person.

We need strong, capable, 
energetic, and progressive 
leadership to guide our path into 
the 21st century. In reality, on the 
left, there is very little difference in 
what these candidates are proposing 
or are capable of passing. All of 

the candidates favor a massive 
expansion of the social safety net, 
more protections for vulnerable 
populations within and without our 
borders, more power to the working 
and middle classes, combating 
climate change, and a multilateral, 
socially-conscious approach 
to foreign policy. Any policy 
differences are likely to be rendered 
moot in the face of Republican 
opposition in Congress and the 
courts, where any of them will just 
fight for whatever legislation they 
can get. What we need is not simply 
the most progressive platform, but 
a candidate capable of mobilizing 
support, both in DC and across the 
country.  

We need youthful leadership 
that understands the problems of 
the modern day and is not just 
simply retreading the wars of a 
bygone era. Gone are the days 
when the primary conflicts of this 
country were between factory 
workers and their corporate 
overlords, or between the West and 
the Red Menace. We face an era of 
minute and various threats, from 
the incredibly intricate challenge 
of climate change, to civil rights 
battles that extend beyond just 
simple legislation. This is a time that 
requires changing the very hearts 
of a nation struggling to emerge 
from its long history of racism and 
homophobia, to being confronted 
with complex, international battles 
for control over the future of world 
economy in the internet, robotics, 
and artificial intelligence. It may 
be possible for an elderly person to 
reframe the thinking that has been 
baked into their minds for decades, 
but, in my opinion, none of them 
have succeeded in this. The young 
candidates in these races have the 
benefit of a clean slate, not being 
influenced by the bygone era in the 
way their elders may be. They have 
a fundamental understanding of the 
challenges we face because they 
have lived through them.

This leadership can be found 
in young people like Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg and Representatives Joe 

Kennedy and Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, two of whom will be on our 
primary ballots in the coming year 
in Massachusetts. These people 
are all extremely progressive, 
forward-looking, articulate leaders, 
and represent the future of the 
Democratic Party. They will be 
in politics for decades to come, 
long after our current leaders 
like Nancy Pelosi, Joe Biden, Ed 
Markey, and Bernie Sanders are 
dead and gone. They can play the 
long game that will be required to 
pass a progressive agenda, because 
they have a long time to work on 
it. They are already more capable 
in a host of ways in comparison to 
the leaders of today. They are all 
incredible speakers, campaigners, 
and communicators, capable of 
supporting not only their own 
agendas, but those of Democrats up 
and down the ballot for the better 
part of this century.

In passing up the opportunity 
to overturn the Democratic 
gerontocracy of today, we damn the 
future of the party for short-term 
interests. Let’s be realistic: Bernie 
Sanders will likely not be alive 
to see real universal healthcare 
achieved in this country, even if 
he magically passes it day one of 
his presidency. Joe Biden will not 
live to see the return of civility 
into our democracy, even if he 
defeats Trump in a landslide and 
initiates his promises of national 
reconciliation. Ed Markey will 
not be around to face the most 
pressing consequences of climate 
change or to celebrate in the fruits 
of the Green New Deal. Buttigieg, 
Kennedy, and Ocasio-Cortez will 
all live to face the consequences of 
their actions, and even to help deal 
with these consequences. Please, if 
you want to see real change in this 
country, vote for Pete Buttigieg and 
Joe Kennedy this year, and support 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in her 
bid for leadership in Congress. The 
future of the party and the nation 
depends upon it.

Nicholas Adams
Contributing Writer

Everyone graduates at their own pace

Everyone graduates at their 
own pace. This can be affected by 
the variety of different obstacles 
that life throws at us, from children 
to work to health concerns. I think 
it is very important to recognize 
that not every student has the 
same story, everyone has different 
capabilities, and there is nothing 
right or wrong about how long it 
takes to graduate. 

There’s a lot of pressure about 
graduating at a faster pace, not just 
the expectations from others but the 
expectations you put on yourself. I 
chose to push myself to graduate a 
full year early and several factors 

played into that. Those included 
that I am an out-of-state student, I 
pay about three times as much in 
tuition and housing as the typical 
in-state student at UMass Boston. 
I had to take out both federal and 
private loans for every year of 
school and work about 35 hours a 
week to pay for housing, food and 
everyday expenses. I also came 
into UMass Boston with about 21 
credits worth of courses which is 
equivalent to about a semester and a 
half for a student taking the typical 
five course load. I felt I couldn’t let 
those credits go to waste since I had 
worked so hard for them in prior to 
attending here.

So I put pressure on myself 
to graduate a semester early, later 
becoming motivated to graduate 

an entire year early. It took a lot of 
planning, advising, and staring at 
course listings and my degree audit 
before I came up with my plan. 

I have since then done credit 
overload by taking six courses 
for half of the semesters I have 
attended college. It has not been 
easy, but I have made myself think 
it is worth it. Some semesters 
have been easier than others. Last 
semester was one of the toughest (I 
have said this every semester until 
now). I was registered for eighteen 
credits (equivalent to six courses). I 
was working 33 hours on campus, 
interning for a campaign for about 
fifteen hours a week, running a 
club, and participating in activities 
off-campus, all while being so 
far away from home. The biggest 

lesson I learned was that I needed to 
take care of myself, learn to say no 
when I couldn’t do more, and not 
be too hard on myself when I did. 

I would say the most difficult 
part is realizing that it is all 
happening so soon, and that what 
are supposed to be your “fun 
college years” are not as much as 
you would have thought they would 
be. The environment at UMass 
Boston is very different than most 
four-year universities, but when 
you’re so focused on class and 
work, you forget to enjoy even 
those quick three years.

Currently, I am working on my 
Masters in Public Administration 
with a track in Gender Leadership 
and Public Policy, while also 
completing my last semester of 

undergrad; I am also the youngest 
member of my cohort. I often 
am the youngest in a lot of these 
situations that make me feel as 
though I am less. I do not have as 
much experience in the workforce 
or in life that a lot of my classmates 
who are married or have children 
do. 

Overall, college has been quite 
the experience with making friends, 
and most importantly, finding out 
who I am as an adult. I have held 
myself to expectations that I am 
following through with, but I do 
feel I have given up a lot in the 
process. 

Kaitlynn Castillo
Production Editor
Kaitcast99@gmail.com
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You can’t be a beautiful nightmare; 
the mirror held in front of every woman

“She’s such a pretty little 
thing.” 

The girl was nine. 
“She’s going to break hearts 

when she’s legal.”
The girl was fifteen. 
“Baby, why not give us a 

smile?”
The girl was seventeen. 
“You can either be smart or 

sexy. Choose one.”
The woman was twenty. 
“Isn’t that body too sexy for 

politics?”
The woman was twenty-eight. 
Every single girl in this 

world evolves into a woman. She 
is unique. She is beautiful. She 
is the sole creation with her own 
individual characteristics. But 
every single woman in this world 
has been objectified, been seen as 
something for the taking, and has 
been viewed as less than a person 
and more of a nuisance. She has 
been subjected to hearing taunting 
words and objectifying comments, 
from birth to today. She has been 
forced in front of a mirror, instructed 
to compare herself to other women, 
and been taught to measure her 
value with whatever she sees in that 
fateful mirror. She has grown up in 
a world that has valued women’s 
bodies over their minds, denigrated 
their accomplishments and attacked 
their power, and has taught her how 
to avoid the reality all women face. 

This is a nuanced reality. It is 
a reality where one in three women 
experience sexual assault in their 
lifetime. A reality where women’s 
accomplishments are celebrated if 
they are confined within traditional 
gender roles. It is a reality where 
a woman must consider if the 
clothes she puts on now may be 
seen as “tempting” later. It is a 
reality overflowing with gender 
expectations, danger, and taunts.   

The taunts are especially 
endless. We are called “sluts,” 
for either being provocative 
or unapologetic. We are called 
“bitches,” for either having a 
simple opinion or telling the truth. 
We are called “ugly” for wearing 
whatever we desire, displaying our 
bodies proudly, and being outside 
of the narrow spectrum of what 
society has deemed beautiful. We 
are called “whores” for engaging 
in the simple expression of human 
affection and owning our sexuality. 
When we are complicated, we 
are called “messy.” When we are 
confident, we are called “arrogant.” 
When we are powerful, we are 
called “boring.” 

And the taunts are just the 
echoes in the metaphorical room 
every woman is confined in. She 
is brought into this room with 
nothing but a mirror from a tender, 
young age. This mirror teaches 
her to equate her value with how 
she appears, instructs her to zip 
her mouth, and minimizes the 
possibilities of her character. It 
tells her: “You cannot be both sexy 
and dignified. You cannot be both 

selfish and selfless. You cannot be 
both soft and fierce. You cannot be 
both beautiful and a nightmare.” It 
restricts the nuance of her character 
in every single stretch of her being. 

But the taunts and restrictions 
are but the ostensible surface layer 
of the reality of being a woman. 
Because underneath the cruel 
words lies the deep scarring from a 
world unapologetically treacherous 
for a woman. I speak of realities 
that are evident in statistics. Of all 
the women murdered in the U.S., 
around one-third were reportedly 
killed by an intimate partner. 
Women in the U.S. experience 
about 4.8 million intimate partner-
related physical assaults and rapes 
every year. Young women, low-
income women and some minorities 
are especially vulnerable, making 
up a disproportionately large part 
of survivors of domestic violence 
and rape. Ask any woman, and 
you’ll realize that most of us are no 
stranger to sexual violence, those 
taking without our consent, and 
those refusing to listen to us when 
we do come forward. This is the 
perpetually vicious reality women 
face, society barely acknowledges, 
and, even more concerning, never 
pauses to consider the effects this 
reality has on women. 

I am intimately acquainted 
with this reality. I have been 
groped on the T, and said nothing 
to avoid calling any attention. I 
have had clothes ripped from my 
body, my lungs frozen in fear. I 
have been terrified walking home, 
encountering a group of drunken 
men whose calls I pretend to not 
have heard. I have been roughly 
pushed against a wall by someone 
much stronger than me, my 
breaths skipping oxygen. I have 
been touched without my consent, 
threatened, bullied, and am often 
terrified in a world so seemingly 
cruel to its women. I have cried 
myself to sleep at the unfairness 
of the mark left on me and not my 
aggressor. 

And I have also encountered 
those men who have always 
asked if it’s okay to touch me. 
The men who inquire if I’m okay 
with everything they’re doing. 
The men who tell me to let them 
know if I am uncomfortable with 
anything. I want to make this a 
very clear distinction: men who 
truly hurt and take without consent 
have been comparatively few in 
my encounters, but they have 
undeniably left a mark. 

It’s a mark that reveals itself 
in small things; I jump when I 

experience a sudden touch—
something as simple as a hand on 
my shoulder—expecting it to be 
for the purpose of hurting me. I 
cannot handle when people scream 
at each other—my anxiety rears its 
ugly head—the shouts and echoes 
leading me back to a place where 
I was scared and helpless. I can 
count on one hand the number of 
men I truly trust in the world. I am 
desperately terrified of relationships 
because I irrationally fear that my 
partner might one day become 
verbally and physically violent 
towards me. I invest so much of 
my time and energy into projects 
and success as a way to avoid 
being “emotionally available” for a 
relationship. I avoid any possibility 
of a man knocking on the door to 
my soul, requesting entrance, so as 
to prevent him from witnessing the 
black tsunami I have raging inside. 
I have drunk myself nigh dead into 
the depths of caution, losing myself 
in the inhibitions of distrust.

Do we talk about the effects 
of these harsh realities that women 
are entombed in? We don’t. We 
ignore this conversation, treading 
lightly for foolish reasons. We do, 
however, continue to force the 
confining mirror of what the proper 
woman is onto women everywhere, 

causing their real, true self to bend 
and break and shatter. We do, 
however, call out to a woman to 
give us a smile as she unassumingly 
walks by. We tell women that they 
are not allowed to be angry or 
tired or anything that is outside the 
confines of that awful mirror. 

We teach but we never 
understand.

We listen but we never hear. 
We witness but we never see. 
So no. No, I won’t smile. I 

won’t bend. And I certainly won’t 
break. I am angry at the inherent 
bias against women. I am tired of 
the higher expectations that are 
ingrained into women. I am so, 
so tired of hungering for intimacy 
and being too scared to engage in 
it. I am exhausted from being so 
convinced that I will inevitably get 
hurt in a relationship. 

I am confident. I am 
unapologetically selfish. I am 
remorselessly ambitious. 

I do not forgive. I relish power. 
I revel in successes. 

I dance as if I have no audience. 
I am everything the mirror has 

taught me not to be. 
A beautiful nightmare.
And every woman in the world 

can be one too.
 

Farrin Khan
Opinions Editor
farrin.khan001@umb.edu
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 14 Correct
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Across
 1 Soupçon
 3 Bodily disorder
 9 Taps
 10 Restrict
 11 Fish eggs
 12 Security 

agreement
 13 Docking 

facility
 15 Proposes
 18 Disguised
 20 Blubber

 22 Omit
 23 Egg-shaped 

instrument
 24 Olga Korbut, 

e.g.
 25 Shake off

Down
 1 Molière comedy, 

with “The”
 2 Shopworn
 4 Take a firm 

stand
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If you are a procrastinator, 
like everyone else with opposable 
thumbs, a brain, and a love for 
avant-garde heavy metal, you 
probably brag about it a lot; i. e. 
“I’m such a procrastinator… I 
literally waited till 3 a.m. to start my 
essay last night.” Procrastination is 
a universal epidemic, defined in the 
Official Smart People Dictionary 
as: “putting off stuff.” We all put off 
stuff (some of us more than others) 
but generally we think we’re pretty 
good at it. One UMass Boston 
student, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said, “People call me 
the king of procrastination. It may 
ruin my grades, but I’m very proud. 
Last week I started an eight-page 

paper two hours before it was due. I 
still haven’t turned in my first grade 
addition worksheet.” 

Well, it is time to learn a bit 
more about the lazy beast called 
procrastination that seems to live 
in all of us. So, I decided to go 
to the experts to learn more on 
the topic. Recently I talked with 
Professor Wayston Yortime of 
the Procrastination Department 
of Harvard University and asked 
him some hard-hitting questions 
about the topic we are all far too 
familiar with. It was difficult to 
get the distinguished professor 
to participate in the interview. 
I received apology emails for 
his absence on our first three 
meetings, each with a different 
strange excuse. The first time, Dr. 
Yortime informed me his aunt had 

unfortunately passed away from 
an alligator attack while visiting 
the Florida Keys. The second time, 
his sister had suddenly called him 
and told him she was giving birth 
(to a baby named Alligata). The 
third time I attempted to meet 
Dr. Yortime for an interview, he 
claimed that he was fatally ill 
with a little-known disease called 
Alligatis. I was finally able to speak 
with the Harvard professor over the 
phone on the cloudy February 17th, 
when I conducted the following 
interview.

“Q: Why do we procrastinate?
A: It is quite simple. Humans 

procrastinate because, inside of us 
all, there is a tiny, mind-controlling 
child that voices our desires and 
complains bitterly about the tiniest 
inconveniences. This child seeks 

short-term satisfaction and delays 
difficult tasks.

Q: Why is it common for 
people to brag about the extremity 
of their procrastinative tendencies?

A:  Oh my god I am the 
ultimate procrastinator, don’t even 
get me started on how awful I 
am…”

A few minutes later Dr 
Wayston Yortime was drawn away 
from the  phone and the interview 
was forced to conclude early. At 
this point he seems more like Dr 
Wayston Mytime.

With my interview with 
the Professor being so short, I 
decided to continue my research 
on procrastination and consulted 
a Research University for help. 
The Research University of 
Research did a poll of Umass 

Boston undergraduates and 
found the following results about 
procrastination: 64 percent of 
UMass undergraduates think 
“they procrastinate more than 
their peers”; 39 percent think that 
“their procrastination has proven 
detrimental to their overall quality 
of life”; and 1 percent “do not 
procrastinate, have not heard of the 
place UMass Boston, and didn’t 
agree to take this survey, please let 
me get back to vending hot dogs, 
sir.” 

In conclusion: next time you 
procrastinate, know that a mind-
controlling child inside of you is to 
blame and 1 percent of people need 
to get back to vending hot dogs, just 
like you.

How to procrastinate, according to experts
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Humor Editor



Nominations now open for 2020-2021
Undergraduate Student Government!

Run for a President/Vice President ticket,
Student Trustee, Senator, or submit
referendum questions. Must have a 2.5
cumulative GPA and be in good judicial
standing to run for a seat, and all those
running for Senator must have Wednesdays
from 3-4P available.
 
Nomination form is available on UMBeInvolved.
Deadline is Friday, March 6, 2020 at midnight!


