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Break-in at Harbor Point affects seven 
UMass Boston students
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By James Hughes
Contributing Writer

The morning of Friday, Oct. 8 was a scary and stressful one for the residents of an 
apartment at Harbor Point on the Bay, as they awoke to many of their belongings missing, 
their front door broken into and their back door completely open. 

Located across the street from UMass Boston, Harbor Point on the Bay is a residency 
containing a mixture of active college students, international students and families that 
share the complex. According to their website, “Harbor Point is a gated community with 
extremely responsive on-site management for your convenience and security.”

According to the police report issued by Boston Police, the residency housing seven 
UMass Boston students at Harbor Point Apartments was broken into via the locked front 
door in the early hours of Friday morning. 

Police stated that residents had the door locked, but that the residents reported the 
deadlock may have been unlocked. Residents had reported that the locks on the rear sliding 
door do not always work properly. 

Reported stolen items consisted of expensive laptops, iPads, car keys, credit and bank 
cards and IDs.

Along with stealing thousands of dollars worth of items, the perpetrators used one of 
the victim’s bank cards after the robbery, where they attended a Speedway, McDonald’s, 
and an Exxon in Roxbury between the times of 5:16 a.m. and 6:15 a.m. 

Sophia Russo is a resident of the apartment that was broken into. She was able to 
answer some questions and make some comments on the situation. 

Russo was robbed of $3000 worth of items, including her laptop and $400 in cash 
and card transactions. Russo also has the additional payment of $1500 to get her car lock 
replaced, as suggested by the police. 

She stated that everyone in the household was asleep during the time of the burglary, 
and that they hadn’t heard anything on the first floor that caused concern. She also stated 
that it is hard to hear what’s going on downstairs from the higher floors in the apartment 
where the residents sleep.

When asked how the residents had figured out someone had broken in, Russo said that 
her roommate, who was awake at 5 a.m. to get ready for work, was downstairs and realized 
that some of her items were missing and the back door was completely open.
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Harbor Point on the Bay apartment complex at night. Photo by James Hughes / Mass Media 
Contributor.Continued on page 3

A recap of the 2021 Boston 
Marathon 
By Genevieve Santilli
News Writer

Changing leaves and cool 
fall New England air replaced 
the cool spring air that comes 
in April. Two and half years 
since the last Boston Marathon, 
runners ran the familiar 
marathon route in October 
instead of April.

The marathon was canceled 
in 2020 due to the pandemic and 
then postponed from its usual 
April date to October in 2021. 
Excitement was felt either way 
as runners ran the iconic route. 

The Boston Athletic 

Association took many 
precautions to ensure the safety 
of the runners and to follow 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

Rolling start times 
were implemented and “all 
participants were required 
to provide proof of a WHO-
recognized vaccination or 
negative COVID-19 test, and 
organizers say 95 percent of 
all volunteers (including 100 
percent of medical volunteers) 
are vaccinated. Masks were 
required indoors, on event 

Continued on center spread

Interview with 
Abigail Dickson: 
A UMass Boston 
alum running 
for Medford city 
council

By Adrienne Harris-Freid 
Managing Editor

A recent UMass Boston alum, Abigail Dickson, 
is running for city council in Medford, MA. Dickson, 
23, graduated from UMass Boston in 2020 with a 
degree in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
and a minor in Theatre Arts. The Mass Media had 
the opportunity to sit down with Dickson and talk to 
them about their campaign experiences and their time 
at UMass Boston.

Continued on page 4
Boston Marathon logo chalk art. Photo by Maya 

Martinez / Mass Media Staff.
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At first, she thought one of 
her other roommates had placed 
her items somewhere else in 
the house. After texting her 
roommates about her missing 
items, the rest of the household 
went downstairs to realize more 
items had been stolen, and the 
house had been entered by 
someone else. 

When asked about the 
response from Harbor Point 
Security and Harbor Point 
Management, Russo was quick 
to express her disappointment in 
both departments. 

The security at Harbor Point 
showed up once Boston Police 
arrived on the scene at 8 a.m. 

“They were nice to us and 
helped settle us down but only 
stayed around the apartment 
and anxious residents for a short 
period of time before they left,” 

said Russo.
After the incident, Russo and 

her roommates requested extra 
surveillance around their area of 
Harbor Point, because they feared 
that the perpetrators would come 
back again, and were scared that 
the perpetrators had access to 
the residents’ house keys and car 
keys.

This request was swiftly 
denied by Harbor Point Security 
and instead, they offered more 
vehicle patrolling, which Russo 
and her roommates have failed 
to consistently see since the 
incident. 

Harbor Point Security has 
failed to follow up further with 
the affected residents after the 
incident. 

When contacted to comment 
on the incident, Harbor Point 
Management failed to give any 
comment. When asked about 
the situation, members of the 
management team seemed to be 

unaware of any type of incident 
that had happened. 

Along with that, Russo stated 
that they have not received any 
type of contact or support from 
Harbor Point Management after 
the incident. 

This was extremely 
concerning and disheartening for 
Russo and the other residents. 

When asked if she still 
trusts Harbor Point Security 
and Management, Russo stated 
it has definitely affected her 
trust, and that there needs to be 
improvements made surrounding 
security to make it safer. She also 
expressed concern at the lack of 
video surveillance in the complex, 
and believes there should be 
more active security and patrols 
throughout the late nights of the 
weekdays. 

Russo shared that the security 
only becomes more active on 
weekends when there are parties 
within the residence. 

Russo believes it would be 
a good idea for current residents 
and incoming residents to 
research the area around Harbor 
Point, because it is perceived to 
be a nicer and safer area than it is.

Russo and her roommates 
are extremely grateful for coming 
out of this situation safely, and 
continue to support each other 
through this difficult time.

Neighbor and Harbor Point 
resident Tommy Burris, who is 
also a student at UMass Boston, 
was asked to comment on the 
incident and the response from 
Harbor Point Security and 
Management. 

Question: How does the 
situation make you and your 
roommates feel about being at 
Harbor Point? 

Answer: It makes us all 
feel anxious how easy it was 
for someone to break into these 
apartments, especially when we 
are paying a lot for them.

Q: Do you trust the security 
at Harbor Point?

A: No, I don’t really have 
a lot of trust in them, they only 
have lights outside the house, but 
no security cameras around and 
it’s hard to get into contact with 
them.

Q: How do you feel that 
management has not contacted 
the residents at all about the 
incident? 

A: It’s scary, and feels like 
we aren’t really protected where 
we live and shows a real lack of 
structure in the management.

This is a hard time for those 
affected by the incident. A sister 
of one of the residents has set up a 
GoFundMe page for the residents 
to help pay for the stolen items. 
To donate, visit: https://gofund.
me/83ef118c

Break-in at Harbor Point affects seven 
UMass Boston students
James Hughes
Contributing Writermmm
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During the week prior 
to Indigenous Peoples’ Day, 
acting mayor of Boston Kim 
Janey signed an executive order 
declaring that the city of Boston 
will observe Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day instead of Columbus Day. 

The order went into effect 
this Indigenous Peoples’ Day, on 
Monday, Oct. 11. 

“Observing Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day is about replacing 
the colonial myths passed down 
from generation to generation 
with the true history of the land 
upon which our nation was 
founded,” said Janey at City 
Hall following the signing of the 
executive order.

Members of the Massachusett 
tribe, the North American Indian 
Center of Boston and the United 
American Indians of New 
England were also involved in the 
signing of the executive order. 

“As someone who was born 
in Boston but never felt that 
Indigenous people were welcomed 
by the city government, I am 
very happy about Mayor Janey’s 
actions today,” said Kimimilasha 
James, an Aquinnah Wampanoag 
youth leader affiliated with the 
United American Indians of New 
England.

“For far too long, the 
indigenous history of this place 
has been obscured, and frequently 
erased, by the histories, myths, 
and priorities of the dominant 
culture,” said Elizabeth Solomon, 
a member of the Massachusett 
tribe in a statement. “We are happy 
to see the City of Boston take the 
important step of recognizing and 
celebrating Indigenous peoples in 
Boston, the Americas, and around 
the world.” 

“As a First Nation Migmaw 
mother, I am pleased that the city 
of Boston is honoring Indigenous 

Peoples’ Day,” said Gloria 
Colon, Outreach Coordinator 
for the North American Indian 
Center of Boston. “Growing 
up in Dorchester, I experienced 
racism [and] I was targeted just 
for being Indigenous. While our 
city still has work to do to make 
all people safe, it is important 
that Indigenous children are 
appreciated and included.”

The celebration highlights the 
Massachusett, Wampanoag, and 
Nipmuc tribes of Massachusetts 
and New England. 

Prior to European 
colonization, the Massachusett 
tribe lived where Boston currently 
stands. The Nipmuc tribe lived 
in central Massachusetts—more 
specifically in southern Worcester 
county—and also in parts of 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 
The Wampanoag tribe lived in 
Rhode Island and the edge of the 
Massachusetts Bay region. 

The executive order drew 
criticism from some, most 
notably, Boston City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards, who represents 
the North End. 

“I was elected to represent 
the largest Italian American 
community in the city,” wrote 
Edwards on her Facebook page. 
“Today’s unilateral action by the 
acting mayor was a surprise to me 
and I don’t believe it encourages 
the honest, transparent, healing 
conversation we need.” 

The following day, Edwards 
apologized for her comments, 
and stated that she is in support of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, but not 
of the way in which the decision 
to replace Columbus Day was 
made.

Many Italian-Americans 
who live in Boston were also 
outspoken in their concerns 
regarding the shift. 

Janey states that she consulted 
with Italian community members 
before making this decision, 

however, Brian Patacchiola, a 
board member of the Italian-
American Alliance contests this. 

Patacchiola said that Janey 
did not reach out to the Alliance, 
or “the other major Italian-
American groups.”

Additionally, a woman in 
the crowd at the executive order 
signing ceremony disrupted 
the ceremony by yelling that 
the decision excluded Italian-
Americans. 

“Italian-Americans have 
a rich history in the city of 
Boston and certainly in our 
nation,” responded Janey to the 
disruption. “We should celebrate 
all cultures, and I want to remind 
everyone here: Justice is not a 
zero-sum game. We can lift up 
the experiences of Indigenous 
peoples, and we can also respect 
Italian-Americans.” 

Other Italian-Americans in 
Boston reacted differently. 

“Any association with 
Christopher Columbus diminishes 
our culture and does not honor the 
struggles and contributions of our 
ancestors or the long tradition 
of human rights activism in the 
Italian-American community,” 
said Heather Leavell, co-founder 
of the Italian-Americans for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 

Janey’s office has stated that 
a series of proposals have been 
made in order to take actions 
to protect Indigenous people in 
Boston. 

“Signing an executive order 
is easy,” said Janey. “What is 
incumbent upon all of us is that 
we take the steps necessary to 
understand our complicated 
history to make sure that we’re 
lifting up those who for too long 
have been marginalized, and that 
we do create space for all of us to 
enjoy the city of Boston.” 

Boston replaces Columbus Day with Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day
Abigail Basile
News Editor

Headshot of Mayor Kim Janey. Photo courtesy of the City of Boston. 
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Here’s what’s happening on campus!
TUESDAY 

10/19

BIbLE STUDY
1:00 PM

Mccormack Hall
1st Floor 0002

edge4vet 
workshop series

1:00 PM
ONLine

pokemon go club 
general meeting

3:30PM
Campus center

Room 3545

Wednesday 
10/20

U-Access Table 
lunch

12:00PM
east hall dining

jumpstart arts & 
crafts making

1:00 PM
isc 1st floor 

atrium

barrelates fusion
2:30 PM

Beacon fitness 
center

beacon total body
5:00 PM

register for zoom

karaoke night
6:00 pm

university hall
1st floor 1100

tufts dental 
students panel

7:30 Pm
university hall
4th floor 4100

THURSDAY 
10/21

fall ago series: 
domestic violence

10:30 am
online

Orientation leader 
info session

10:30 aM
campus center 

room 2545

svc oct. luncheon
11:00 aM 

campus center
3rd fl00r 3215

Jumpstart arts & 
crafts making

1:00 PM
isc 1st floor 

atrium

kindess rocks
5:00 pm

campus center
1st floor terrace

career symposium
5:30 pm

register for zoom

FRIDAY
10/22

cardio kickboxing 
w/ liat
5:00 PM

register for zoom

queer history 
trivia night

5:30 PM
ballroom c

naacp movie night: 
candyman

6:00 pm
university hall 

2120

MONDAY
10/25

cardio kickboxing 
w/ liat
5:00 PM

reister for zoom

https://gofund.me/83ef118c
https://gofund.me/83ef118c
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Question: Why are you running for 
city council?

Answer: The issue that got me excited 
about running was housing affordability 
in my city. I grew up in West Medford 
and saw a lot of people move out of my 
neighborhood over the years, and it felt 
like a very constant thing. Occasionally, a 
house would get bought up by a developer 
who would flip it and turn it into something 
fancy like condos. It affected me as I was 
growing up. Now I’m renting in Medford, 
so I’m seeing how truly unaffordable it has 
become to live here, which is something 
that has happened to other cities and towns 
in the Boston area. I want to make sure that 
anyone who wants to live here can afford 
to live here. I think there is a lot of policy 
action that we can take to support people 
who are experiencing housing instability 
and to help support more affordable 
housing in Medford.

Q: What is your platform?
A: In addition to housing affordability, 

climate action and resiliency is a huge part 
of my platform. I think as a young person, 
but also for everyone, it’s scary to think 
about the future of my city and the potential 
effects that we face from the climate crisis. 
There is always a lot of local action that 
you can take on this type of issue, so I want 
to make sure that we are addressing that 
head-on. I also want to make sure that we 
are supporting and empowering the young 
people in our city to get them involved in 
our political scene. That includes trying 
to lower the municipal voting age so that 
16- and 17-year-olds can vote in elections. 

I think that voting is a habit, and young 
people are excited to get involved, so we 
need to bring them in early to cultivate 
that habit. I think we can also open that 
inclusion in the governmental process to 
other areas, like extending voting rights 
to non-citizens who are Medford residents 

and making our governmental system 
more open and accessible across the board. 
That includes issues that are very specific 
to Medford, such as renewing our charter 
so that we can have more representation 
instead of a fully at-large system.

Q: How would you say your campaign 
is going so far?

A: You know, I’m having a lot of fun 
and it’s going great. I have knocked on 
many doors in Medford, and my team of 
volunteers has knocked on many doors. 
We’ve called a lot of people, and we’ve 
raised a good amount of money; we just 
need to keep this momentum for the next 
few weeks until Election Day. But I am 
feeling positive!

Q: What is the top goal you hope to 
achieve during your first year in office?

A: I want to just get to work on these 
policy ideas that I have. I think that’s what 
any elected official wants to do! Housing, 
climate, youth empowerment, etc. Specific 
policies include a municipal affordable 
housing trust, establishing an Office of 
Housing Stability, and creating a more 
walkable and bikeable city.

Q: What’s been the hardest part of 
the campaign so far?

A: Asking for money. Campaigns 
require a lot of resources and money to 
operate. It can be hard, especially as a 
young, queer person, to tell people “Hey, I 
need some money to do this”. But we have 
a very strong mission with strong goals 
and ideas, so people have been excited to 
support that. It’s been both really hard and 
really exciting.

Q: How did your time at UMass 
Boston prepare you for running a city 
council campaign?

A: That’s a good question. I think 
UMass Boston, unlike many other schools, 
has a very unique student body; we are at 
all stages of our lives. We are typically 
working while we are in school, we have 
a million different things going on in our 
lives outside of campus, some people 
live on campus and some people don’t—
it’s just a real mix of hardworking and 
dedicated people who are choosing to 
get a college education within the larger 
tapestry of their lives. I think that was 

an inspiring place to be attending school 
because that’s reflective of the world at 
large; this can be the case with any college, 
but especially UMass Boston because it 
is mostly a commuter school, it is a state 
school and it’s in the middle of the city. 
Also, being a part of the Women, Gender, 
and Sexualities department gave me a 
lot of perspective on tackling issues and 
thinking about them from an intersectional 
perspective. It’s important to look at these 
issues and figure out how the policies can 
affect different people, how we can uplift 
everyone through policy action, etc.

Q: What is something you wish you 
knew before starting your campaign?

A: So many things! There are so 
many intricacies and details of running a 
campaign that I thought I had learned about, 
but when it comes down to actually going 
through with it…there’s always an “I wish 
I had known more” perspective. I wish I 
knew more about running campaigns, but I 
think I’ve been able to do a fairly okay job.

Q: What is some advice you have 
for students at UMass Boston that may 
be interested in running for an elected 
position at some point in their lives?

A: Come talk to me! I am happy 
to share my experience and knowledge. 
Also…you should do it. Go for it. If 
you’re really passionate about certain 
policy ideas, go for it. It’s important to 
get younger people involved, especially 
people from different backgrounds. It’s a 
lot of emotional and physical labor, and it’s 
a huge undertaking. You must have a lot of 
confidence in yourself and your ideas. But 
it’s very rewarding and exhilarating, and 
hopefully, you’ll win and be able to pass 
all sorts of awesome policies!

If you want to learn more about 
Abigail’s campaign, check out their 
website at www.dickson4medford.com, 
or follow their Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter (@dickson4medford) to receive 
updates about their campaign. There are 
also volunteer opportunities for people 
looking to get involved. The election is on 
Nov. 2, 2021, and all residents of Medford 
are encouraged to vote.

Adrienne Harris-Freid
Managing Editor

Interview with Abigail Dickson: A UMass 
Boston alum running for Medford city council

Portrait of Abigail Dickson. Photo by Mitchell Cameron / Mass Media Contributor.
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Campus Questions? Concerns? Feedback? 
Use HERE4U. Another way that UMass Boston  
is here for you with assistance on the go.  

HERE4U is not to be used in an emergency. If there is an  
emergency, call 911. If it is not an emergency and you would  
like to speak to a staff person during business hours, please  
contact the Dean of Students Office at 617.287.5800. 

Learn more:  
umb.edu/here4u
Also available in the UMass Boston app. Download from the App Store or Google Play. 

On Oct. 3, the Boston Red 
Sox were trailing the Washington 
Nationals by a score of 5–1 in the 
fifth inning. Halfway through that 
game, it was brought into question 
whether the Red Sox would end 
up even being a playoff team. 
However, the Red Sox showed a 
sense of urgency and scored six 
runs in the final four innings to 
secure a Wild Card spot.

Now two weeks later, the Red 
Sox have booked a date with the 
Houston Astros to compete in the 
American League Championship 
Series once again. So, how did the 
Red Sox go from one of the city’s 
biggest disappointments to being 
arguably Boston’s best chance at 
another championship in just a 
ten-day span?

Bullpen
Going into the playoffs, the 

Red Sox’s biggest weakness was 
their bullpen. However, after 
the ALDS against the Tampa 
Bay Rays, it is easy to see that 
Boston’s bullpen has exceeded 
expectations through five playoff 

Red Sox advance to the American League 
Championship Series
Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Editor

Boston Red Sox logo. Copyright 
MLB/Red Sox.

games. Miraculous performances 
from Tanner Houck in game two 
and Nick Pivetta in game three 
really saved the season for the

Red Sox. If this series 
proved anything, it 

was that 
Alex Cora 
is not afraid 
to use his 
starters 
out of the 
bullpen, 
and he will 
need to 
continue 
to do so 
against 
a very 
dangerous 
Houston 

Going into this 
season, the only 
advantage analysts 
gave to the Red Sox was that 
they would have a stacked batting 
rotation. However, no one thought 

Astros team in 
the ALCS.
Hitting

that this batting lineup was going 
to take this team to the playoffs, 
let alone the ALCS. With the 

Houston Astros had the fourth best 
ERA in the regular season with 
a 3.76 ERA. The Red Sox will 
have to stay hot against the Astros 
pitching if they want to make it 
to the World Series, because it is 
unlikely that Boston’s pitching 
will win them this series.

What’s next?
The Red Sox start their series 

against the Astros on Friday, Oct. 
15. The Red Sox will return home 
for game three and four on Oct. 
18 and 19. For the Red Sox’s 
sake, it is extremely important 
that they take either game one or 
two on the road, because the Sox 
have looked near unbeatable at 
home in the playoffs. Taking one 
game on the road and then staying 
hot while hosting the next three 
home games is the key for the 
Red Sox in this series. Houston 
is not Tampa Bay; the Astros 
have had a lot of playoff success 
in the past five years, and they 
have their eyes set on winning 
another championship. This will 
undoubtedly be a much tougher 
matchup for the Red Sox than the 
Rays were.

exception of game one against the 
Rays where the Sox put up a goose 
egg, Boston has put up at least 
six runs in every playoff game, 

which includes an 
explosion of 14 runs 

in game 
two.

This 
Red Sox 

team is not 
built to 

win with 
pitching 

and 
defense; 
they are 
built to 

demoralize 
the 

opposition 

season,
the Rays had the 

best team ERA in the 
American League with a 3.67 
ERA, and the Red Sox exposed 
their pitching in the ALDS. The 

by putting up 
a ton of runs. 
In the regular 

Matthew 17:20
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Click here to register 

UMB Rec Cancer Walk

http://www.dickson4medford.com
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I must confess that I know very little 
about tennis; I do not watch or follow it, 
or really have any engagement with it 
whatsoever. I mean, Serena and Venus 
Williams are both supposed to be really 
good, right? So when I was assigned to 
cover the UMass Boston women’s tennis 

team versus the University of Southern 
Maine, it provided me with a unique 
challenge: covering a sport I knew next to 
nothing about. If I tried to write this article 
with proper tennis terminology, it would 
be as painful and cringeworthy as ESPN’s 
Max Kellerman trying to talk about 
professional hockey. So, to spare both 
myself and my readers the embarrassment 
of me pretending to know what a “foot 

fault” is, consider this article to be a digital 
record of my first experience covering the 
sport of tennis.

My tennis covering journey did not 
start well because I got lost on the way to 
the court. I found out via a kind passerby 
that the tennis court at Boston College 
High is where the UMass Boston men and 
women’s teams play...which was in the 
exact opposite direction that I was heading 
at the time: down Morrissey Boulevard and 
past the row of apartments heading toward 
the JFK/UMass MBTA station. D’oh! By 
the time I actually got to the court, I was 
confused. I thought this would be in some 
kind of enclosed area, with bleachers or 
a press box to sit in. It was literally just 
a little park court, with the spectators 
having to watch from just outside on the 
grass. Some parents from both the UMass 
Boston and USM teams brought chairs to 
watch their daughters play. That was nice. 
As far as the actual game went? Well...
good, I guess. I honestly had no idea what 
was going on during the actual game, so 
I looked up the box score on the UMass 
Boston Athletics website and found that, 
indeed, the women’s team won. That’s 
awesome! And they won by a dominant 
margin, blanking USM by a lopsided score 
of 9–0.

Five Beacons went 2–0, and seven of 

them clinched individual victories to give 
UMass Boston the number four seed in 
next week’s LEC Tournament. Sophomore 
Lydia Chan, junior Lia Vassiliadis, 
freshman Elena Albano, senior Meghan 
Moriarty, and freshman Aya Kamil all went 
2–0 in the win to put an exclamation point 
on the day. At the beginning of the match, 
Vassiliadis and Moriarty both teamed up to 
go 8–0 in doubles against USM’s Maggie 
Brock and Lilly Adams.

The Beacons would extend that lead to 
2–0 at number one doubles when Chan and 
Albano combined to defeat Emma Nassif 
and Kenadi Sawyer 8–1. They would go 
on to sweep the doubles action by the third 
set. Sophomore Skylar Robles and Kamil 
defeated Breanna Miclette and Rachel 
Grome 8–2. Vassiliadis would continue her 
excellent afternoon by beating Sawyer 6–0, 
6–0 at second-flight singles action. Albano 
would take care of her own match victory 
with a 6–0, 6–0 win by herself at third 
singles. Albano would clinch the Beacons’ 
match victory with a 6–0, 6–0 win of her 
own at third singles.

The Tuesday sweep was UMass 
Boston’s third sweep of the year, and their 
second 9–0 shutout of the season. It was 
also Robles’s and Kamil’s first collegiate 
victories.

beacon update Catch up with our 
Beacons in uniform

Tennis courts behind West Garage that are shared with Boston College High School students. 
Photo by Mel Berilo / Mass Media Staff.

Jack Sherman
Sports Writer

A newbie takes on UMass Boston tennis

As of this writing, the UMass Boston men’s and women’s soccer teams are in the midst of the most important stretch in their schedule. Last week, 
I mentioned how UMass Boston would have three straight Little East Conference matchups, and how these games would be extremely vital to 
the final standings in the conference. If UMass Boston wins these three games, then they are pretty much guaranteed to finish towards the top of 
the LEC standings. Now that the Beacons have played two out of three of those games, let’s see how they have fared and where they sit in the 
standings.

Men’s Soccer 
In UMass Boston’s first matchup against Rhode Island College, the Beacons were able to keep Rhode Island off the scoreboard throughout the game. The Beacons were rock 

solid on defense, only allowing a total of two shots on goal. Two goals by Nilton De Andrade were enough to put away Rhode Island.
The Beacons second matchup came against UMass Dartmouth, and UMass Boston had very little trouble coming away with a win. Two goals in the first ten minutes from 

Vangjel Gjergo gave the Beacons a very comfortable lead coming out of the gate. After that, the Beacons were able to pad their lead with two more second-half goals and come away 
with a 4–0 win.

The third matchup against Keene State comes on Oct. 16. Keene State came away with a 2–1 victory in their last meeting in 2019, but with how hot UMass Boston looks right 
now, it is hard to imagine that they will lose this weekend.
Where do they stand?

It is safe to say that the Beacons have been strolling through these past two games. So far in October, the Beacons have looked dominant as they have only allowed one goal this 
month. As a result of the Beacon’s dominance, UMass Boston currently sits tied at first place in the LEC and currently holds the best overall record with ten wins and two losses. 
The Beacons have looked like a force all season long, and I expect them to finish atop of the LEC standings.

The Beacons showed no mercy in their matchup against Rhode Island College, winning by a whopping score of 5–1. UMass Boston dominated on the shot chart, attempting 24 
shots while putting 12 of those shots on net. Three first half goals from Cal Pitts, Mary Jo Murphy and Kaylee Haynes gave the Beacons a very comfortable lead to play with going 
into the second half, where they would eventually top the performance off with two more goals.

UMass Boston followed that performance with another solid game against the last place team, UMass Dartmouth. UMass Boston struggled to put the ball in the goal in this 
game but had no trouble generating offense. After attempting 26 shots and putting ten of those shots on net, UMass Boston was only able to muster one goal. However, the Beacons 
allowed little to nothing, only giving up three shots on net which were all saved, giving UMass Boston the win.

UMass Boston will play Keene State on Oct. 16, which will cap off this three-game stretch against LEC opponents. Keene State is only 2–3 against LEC opponents and have 
been average at best. The Beacons have been playing well this month, going 4–1 so far in October, and I expect they will take care of business against Keene State.
Where do they stand?

Currently the Beacons have played themselves into second place in the conference. Catching up to Western Connecticut will be a tough feat, as they have been dominant going 
5–0 against LEC opponents and 13–0 overall. The Beacons will have an opportunity to show Western Connecticut they mean business in their matchup on Oct. 23, which will be in 
Connecticut. That matchup against Western Connecticut has the makings to be the game of the year. 

Women’s Soccer

UMass Boston soccer wrapping up their biggest 
week of the season so far
Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Editor
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The UMass Boston basketball court at the Clark Athletic Center. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff. 

After a nearly two year 
hiatus, intramural sports are 
officially back! Soccer and flag 
football are being played on the 
Boston College High School 
turf. Badminton and volleyball 
are offered as well in the Clark 
Gymnasium. Let’s get right into 
the results over the past week! 
In badminton, Alphinity started 
the season with a win over You 
Just Got Served, while Iced Tea 
was able to squeak out their first 
win of the season in a closely 
contested 2–1 game. Alphinity, 
led by Captain Kartik Patel, and 
Iced Tea, captained by Yizhou 
Shi and Zicheng Yang, are off 
to a strong start with both teams 
having 2–0 records early on in 
the season.

The flag football season 
started off with a torrential 
downpour, resulting in an easy 
win for Ted Clubber Lang as Mean 
Streets did not show. Despite the 

first game forfeit, the Buccaneers 
and Free the TD’s showed up 
in force, braving the conditions. 
Buccaneers’s Captain James 
Alagana dominated the game 
passing for three touchdowns and 
rushing for one as well, in a 32–
13 rout. Balls Deep also got off 
to an impressive start against The 
Lobstahs in a 40–15 blowout. 
Nicholas Lepore played great, 
passing for four touchdowns, 
while Captain Jameson Seely 
added another passing touchdown 
and caught a touchdown. 
Although The Lobstahs lost, 
Jackson Macmillan was able 
to score three touchdowns, 
passing for two and rushing 
for one. Meanwhile, Avenue 
Grill overwhelmed Prime Time 
Sweepers in the closest game of 
the flag football season with a 
score of 31–21. Liam Bowler was 
all over the field for Avenue Grill 
scoring four total touchdowns 

and getting an interception on the 
other side of the ball. Deep Patel 
and Aaryan Patel gave us a look 
at what they have in store this 
season for Prime-Time Sweepers 
as Deep connected with Aaryan 
for two touchdowns.

Intramural soccer got off 
to a great start with six thrilling 
games. Bobby’s Beacons left no 
room for doubt with a 5–0 win 
over Your Mom’s Favorite Sons.  
Captain William Healey scored 
a hat trick for Bobby’s Beacons 
in a blowout to start the season. 
The Beacon Ballers were able to 
get a hard fought 1–0 win over 
The Little Spoons with Connor 
Agnew scoring the winner. 
Despite losing a heartbreaker, Ian 
McGrath shined for The Little 
Spoons making some great saves 
to keep the game close. In the last 
game of the night, Soccer Baddies 
& Daddies were victorious over 
Dynamo Boston with a 2–1 score. 

Kieran Browne and Karsten 
Kirleis got on the scoresheet for 
Soccer Baddies & Daddies, while 
Justin McCullough had a great 
game too.

Friday night started with a 
3–0 win for How I Met Your Mata 
over The Godfather. Manuel 
Rodriguez Ponce dominated the 
game for How I Met Your Mata 
and was rewarded, scoring a brace 
for the side. In perhaps the closest 
game of the season, Goal Diggers 
beat Manyaks 3–2 scoring a last 
second winner. Junior Fernandes 
Ribeiro and Ronald Monteiro 
both played great and got on the 
score sheet for the Goal Diggers. 
Although the Manyaks lost this 
early season thriller, captain 
Adam Abougalala played an 
incredible game. Both the Goal 
Diggers and Manyaks appear to 
be early season favorites to make 
a run at the intramural soccer 
championship. In the final game 

of the week, Electronics II with 
Lab got a narrow 1–0 win over 
Kappa Sigma. Intramural soccer 
veteran Nasser Alshammari, 
scored the winner for Electronics 
II with Lab.

Intramural sports are off 
to an incredible start with 
remarkable interest from players 
and fans coming in droves. We 
cannot wait to see what the rest 
of the semester holds. If you are 
interested in joining intramural 
sports at UMass Boston, check 
out our website at www.umb.
edu/recreation! 

intramural update Maxwell Bates
Contributing Writer

http://www.umb.edu/recreation! 
http://www.umb.edu/recreation! 


BOSTON STRONG 2021
transportation and within the starting 
area” reports NPR. 

Runners were not only running 
in person, but there was also a virtual 
marathon that took place from Friday, 
Oct. 8 to Sunday, Oct. 10.

According to NPR, “organizers say 
the combined in-person and virtual races 
made up the largest Boston Marathon in 
history.” 

Two hours and nine minutes after 
the start of the marathon, Benson Kipruto 
from Kenya ran over the finish line 
winning the Men’s section of the race. 
Kipruto created a 46-second lead over 
the other racers behind him. Kipruto’s 
final time was 2:09:51.

Winner of the Women’s section 
Diana Chemtait Kipyogei, also from 
Kenya, came in at 2:24:45. Kipyogei 
crossed the finish line 23 seconds ahead 
of 2017 Boston Marathon winner, 
Kenyan runner Edna Kiplagat. 

Marcel Hug, a Swiss Paralympian, 
won the Men’s Wheelchair division 
with a time of 1:18:11, just missing the 
course world record of 1:18:04 by seven 
seconds.

Hug likely would have made that 
record if it were not for missing one of 
the turns along the course and having to 
correct himself. While Hug missed the 
turn that would have awarded him a prize 
of $50,000 for beating the record, he was 
still awarded $25,000 for winning first. 

Winning the Women’s Wheelchair 

division, Swiss athlete Manuela Schar 
came in at 1:35:21. She held her lead 
early and placed ahead of American 
athlete Tatyana McFadden.

The Boston Marathon taking place 
in October was not the only special 
occurrence for the marathon. It also fell 
on Indigenous Peoples’ Day, with Boston 
celebrating the holiday officially for the 
first time this year.

In order to make sure that Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day was not overshadowed by 
the marathon, organizers met with tribal 
representatives to discuss ways to honor 
the Indigenous community. 

As reported by NPR, “Those 
steps included a ceremony before the 
marathon to acknowledge that the race 
travels through Indigenous homelands 

and donating to the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day Newton Committee to help fund 
their first-ever Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day Celebration. Organizers are also 
celebrating Indigenous runners in 
banners across Boston.” 

Some of the runners that they 
honored were Ellison Brown, of the 
Narragansett tribe, who won in 1936 
and 1939; Patti Catalano Dillon, of the 
Mi’kmaq tribe, who was a three-time 
runner-up; and Tom Longboat, the 1907 
champion. Deb Haaland, Secretary of the 
Interior and member of New Mexico’s 
Pueblo of Laguna tribe, was also one of 
the runners of the marathon this year.

Genevieve Santilli
News Writer

A recap of the 2021 Boston Marathon 

On Wednesday, Oct. 13, the Supreme 
Court heard arguments regarding 
whether or not the death penalty should 
be reinstated for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
one of the Boston Marathon bombers. 
Though the Court is currently divided on 
the issue, it appears as though they will 
ultimately decide to reinstate the death 
penalty for Tsarnaev. 

Tsarnaev, along with his brother 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, detonated bombs 
near the Boston Marathon’s finish line 
in 2013, killing three people and injuring 
more than 260. One of the victims who 
died in the explosion was UMass Boston 
alumna Krystle Campbell. 

Tsarnaev’s original trial began in 
March of 2015, and by April 8, 2015, 
Tsarnaev was found guilty of all 30 
federal counts he was charged with. 17 of 
these counts held the death penalty as a 
possible sentence, and the jury found that 
six of the 17 counts warranted a death 
sentence. In May of 2015, Tsarnaev was 
sentenced to death. 

In July of 2020, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit overturned 
Tsarnaev’s death sentence. According 
to the Court, the judge in the 2015 trial 
did not question the potential jurors 
thoroughly enough to avoid possible bias 
regarding the highly publicized case. 

Additionally, the Court found that 
Tamerlan—who was killed in a shoot-out 
with the police after the brothers hid out 
for days after the bombings—was more 
at fault than Dzhokhar for the bombings. 
At the time of the bombings, Dzhokhar 
was 19, and Tamerlan was 26.

The Supreme Court hearing lasted 90 
minutes and focused mainly on the issue 

of Tamerlan’s influence on Dzhokhar.
Tamerlan was the prime suspect in 

a triple-homicide case in Waltham that 
occurred on Sept. 11, 2011. Tsarnaev’s 
lawyers were not allowed to bring 
up Tamerlan’s status as the alleged 
perpetrator of the Waltham murders in 
Dzhokhar’s 2015 case.

Conservative justices questioned the 
relevance of this information in deciding 
Tsarnaev’s fate, while liberal justices 
claimed that this point was necessary in 
deciding the influence Tsarnaev’s older 
brother had on him. 

“The court let in evidence about 
Tamerlan assaulting people because it 
showed the kind of person he was, and 
yet it kept out evidence that he led a 
crime that resulted in three murders?” 
asked liberal Justice Elena Kagan. “The 
court refused to allow evidence of a 
gruesome crime.”

“The theory that Tamerlan was the 
lead player is entirely unreliable,” said 
conservative Justice Brett Kavanaugh. 

“It doesn’t really matter who took 
the lead in the [Waltham] killing or even 
if the brother participated,” said liberal 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor. “The only 
issue would have been, what did [the] 
defendant think? And so I’m not sure 
whether the relevancy issue the district 
court ruled on made any sense to me.” 

The Biden administration has 
halted all federal executions by issuing 
a temporary moratorium. However, 
they continue to defend the decision to 
sentence Tsarnaev to death. 

Conservative Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett noted this inconsistency:

“I’m wondering what the 
government’s end game is here. “So the 
government has declared a moratorium 

on executions, but you’re here defending 
his death sentences. And if you win, 
presumably, that means that he is 
relegated to living under the threat of 
a death sentence that the government 
doesn’t plan to carry out. So I’m just 
having trouble following the point.” 

It is not known exactly when 
the Court will make its final decision 

regarding this case, though it is suspected 
that the decision will be made by the 
summer of 2022. No matter the decision 
made by the Court, Tsarnaev will remain 
in prison for the rest of his life.

Abigail Basile
News Editor

Supreme Court likely to reinstate death 
penalty for Boston Marathon bomber

Sketch of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. Illustration by Bianca Oppedisano / Mass Media Staff.

The finish line of the Boston Marathon painted on a street in Copley Square, sitting in front of Marathon Sports. Photo by Maya Martinez / Mass Media Staff.



If you recently logged onto 
Twitter, or whatever your social 
media of choice may be, there’s 
a good chance that you stumbled 
onto the phrase “Bad Art Friend”. 
Something with a name like that 
could have been about practically 
anything, but everyone talking 
about it seemed to be referring to 
very specific ideas. It all started 
when Boston-area writer Dawn 
Dorland donated a kidney to a 
stranger. She was bothered by her 
friend Sonya Larson’s silence on 
the topic. After discovering that 
Larson had written a short story 
about a woman who sold her 
kidney, she felt that her life had 
been plagiarized and reduced to 

how someone else viewed her 
actions. Larson stated that she had 
simply used Dorland’s kidney 
donation as an inspiration, but had 
created an entirely new character 
and situation from that (1).

This conflict eventually 
turned into a legal battle. When 
the New York Times recently 
published an article on the entire 
situation, people took to the 
internet—as they always seem 
to do—to leave their opinion on 
the subject. Was this plagiarism, 
or was Larson merely inspired by 
real-world events? Who was in 
the right here?

The article made sure to 
gather the opinions of their peers 
in Boston. Both of these writers 
went to the GrubStreet writing 
center and shared many of the 

same acquaintances. Overall, 
the writers—at least the ones 
mentioned in the article—seemed 
to back Larson up. Dorland, 
however, pointed to the fact that 
a letter in Larson’s story, titled 
“The Kindest”, was an almost 
word-for-word copy of a letter 
that she had written and publicly 
posted after donating her kidney. 
There isn’t a clear “gotcha” 
moment in this story that proves 
one person right and the other one 

wrong. This case doesn’t present 
any easy answers.

Strangely enough, this 
isn’t the first time an article 
has sparked discourse around 
plagiarism this year. Kristen 
Roupenian’s short story “Cat 
Person” recently had attention put 
on it because of Alexis Nowicki’s 
claim that it was based on her. In 
an article she wrote for Slate, she 
discussed how her relationship 
with an older man was discovered 
by Roupenian and made into 
an acclaimed short story (2). In 
Nowicki’s case, more than just 
a letter was plagiarized. Specific 
events and circumstances were 
completely unchanged. The main 
character was from the same 
hometown as her and was dating a 
man with a matching description.

Nowicki says that it is the 
mistranslation of her life that truly 
bothers her. “What’s difficult 
about having your relationship 
rewritten and memorialized in 
the most viral short story of 
all time is the sensation that 
millions of people now know 
that relationship as described 
by a stranger,” she wrote in her 
previously mentioned article (2). 
It is clear that from the points 
of view of both Dawn Dorland 

and Alexis Nowicki, their lives 
were not merely inspirations for 
stories, but exploited and molded 
into something inauthentic. So, 
where was the line crossed?

The answer isn’t all that 
clear. For example, I’m sure a few 
people reading this don’t find one 
or both of the examples above to 
be plagiarism at all. That’s what 
makes this such a hot-button 
issue. There are simply no easy 
answers. If it helps, Merriam 
Webster’s dictionary defines 
plagiarism by saying it is “to 
commit literary theft: present 
as new and original an idea or 
product derived from an existing 
source” (3). A lot of students 
may be under the impression that 
plagiarism is word for word, but 
cases like this show how ideas 
and even lives can be plagiarized. 
If you’re unsure when you are 
creating, it’s probably best to 
listen to your heart.

1) “Who is the Bad Art 
Friend?” New York Times.

2) “‘Cat Person’ and Me,” 
Slate Group.

3) “Definition of plagiarize,” 
Webster.
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This overview contains 
minor spoilers for the spring 2020 
edition of Writ Large.

In a modern world filled with 
endless social media services, 
climate change and basic human 
rights always on the line, day-to-
day life can feel overwhelming 
to most young people. Most 
days, simply getting up and 
going to class or work can seem 
like a daunting task, much less 
being present and retaining 
the information learned each 
day. UMass Boston’s literary 
magazine, Writ Large, perfectly 
captures all of these anxieties 
felt by the younger generations 
in their newest edition, “The 
Millennial Map”, paired with 
beautiful art and amazing writing 
along the way.

Writ Large is UMass Boston’s 
nonfiction literary magazine that 
features academically researched 
op-eds—short for “opposite the 
editorials page” or “opinions and 
editorials page”—from UMass 
Boston students biannually. Each 
edition has a core theme, such as 
“The Year 2020”, “Handprints 
and Footprints” or “We the 
People”, and writers can write 
whatever they want based on that 
theme, so long as it is approved 
by the editing staff and has plenty 
of research to back it up. Many 
of the Mass Media’s writers and 
production members, past and 
present, can be found on the team 
for Writ Large as well.

“The Millennial Map”, 
spring 2020’s edition of Writ 
Large, focuses on the unique and 
chaotic experiences of being in 

the younger generations. Though 
the line is blurry on whether these 
younger generations—especially 
the current young adults in 
college—fall into the Millennial 
generation, Generation Z, or both, 
experiences like climate change, 
racism, student loan debt and the 
world of online dating and hookup 
culture have been universal with 
both generations.

Though I loved the entire 
edition and thought all of the 
pieces and their authors made 
incredibly interesting and 
thoughtful points, I did have a 
few stand-out pieces. “Drowning 
in an Unusual Diagnosis” 
by Rose Murray grabbed my 
attention right out of the gate, 
as Murray described being 
diagnosed with a rare disease that 
made them allergic to the cold. 
Murray details how they were 
essentially fine one day, and the 
next they broke out in hives after 
getting an iced coffee. The way 
Murray described their feelings 
of distraught and loneliness 
helped me connect with the piece, 
and though I had heard about this 
rare disease, this helped connect a 
person to the diagnosis and make 
it real.

Meghan Connolly’s “The 
Path of Motherhood” was also 
an interesting article that I 
found a lot of connection in. 
Connolly focuses their piece on 
motherhood—that is, motherhood 
that comes from giving birth to a 
child of your own blood—being 
the expected path for women, 
even if that isn’t what women can 
afford to do, want for themselves 
or are physically capable of doing. 
I do not see myself ever having 

children of my own, and I found 
myself relating to a lot of what 
Connolly wrote in their piece—
especially the line about not being 
void of maternal instinct and the 
way it just manifests itself in ways 
other than with children. Though 
I never grew up in a family where 
motherhood was heavily pushed 
upon me, I could definitely relate 
to the subtle influences urging me 
down that path.

As someone who grew up 
around food and cooking, “The 
Millennial Undervaluing of 
Cooking” by Kelsey Vale stuck 
with me. Vale describes how little 
the younger generations value the 
art of cooking and preparing food, 
and instead turn to delivery apps 
and fast food. This isn’t solely the 
fault of the younger generations, 
though, as Vale points out. Many 
people, young people especially, 
simply don’t have time to learn 
to cook the way our parents 
and grandparents may have. 
However, the way Vale describes 
cooking as a form of therapy and 
relaxation connected with me, 
considering I have become known 
for baking in times of stress and 
sharing it amongst friends and 
family members. The tenderness 
and love Vale puts into describing 
their passion for cooking was 
something I could relate to as 
well, since much of their love 
came from cooking with their 
grandparents, as did mine.

Finally, “Between 
Commodities and Rights” by 
Abdullah Almohammad was a 
stand-out for me. Almohammand 
discusses how basic human 

rights, such as health care 
and education, have become 
commodities, and how only 
the upper classes can afford to 
have the best of both. This piece 
particularly struck a chord with 
me because I am currently taking 
an Intro to Human Rights class. 
In this class, we have discussions 
about how simply because these 
are claimed as basic human rights 
that every person is entitled to, it 
doesn’t mean that every person 
actually has access to them. 
Education and health care have 

been popular in our discussions as 
well, so reading this piece, which 
stated plainly that a lack of good 
education and health care harms 
society as a whole, helped cement 
my learnings in class.

The spring 2020 edition 
of Writ Large, “The Millennial 
Map”, is now available to read in 
print or on Writ Large’s website, 
writlargemag.org. Information 
about contributing to the fall 2021 
edition, “American Obsessions”, 
can also be found on their website.

Writ Large’s “Millennial Map”—modern voices 
in a sea of modern issues
Katrina Sanville
Arts Writer

Past covers of the Writ Large. Photo by Josh Kotler / Mass Media Staff.

As we get deeper into fall, 
I start to get excited for the new 
book releases that usually occur 
around this time of year. It is 
also the time of year that I read 
most, as the weather changes 
and becomes the perfect reading 
ambiance for me. 

One of my favorite things 
to do during the fall—when I 
have the time—is take one of my 
current favorite books and head 
up to the top floor on UHall, and 
read while the sailboats cross the 
water, students hang out by the 
harbor and trees blow lightly in 
the breeze.

I love to grab a drink, too, 
and enjoy.

I wanted to highlight some 
books that may pique some 
interest, whether that be recent or 
upcoming releases. 

To start, I would highly 
recommend picking up “Harrow” 
by Joy Williams. It is her first 
novel in two decades, and it will 
not disappoint. However, it isn’t 
for the faint of heart.

Williams’s work explores 
realistic themes and situations. In 
“Harrow”, we are faced with an 
ecological apocalypse. If you are 
familiar with her work, you know 

the religious lens she seems to put 
on when writing. A significant 
quote she includes comes from 
Luke: “If they do this when the 
wood is green, what will happen 
when the wood is dry?” 

Williams humbles herself 
when it comes to wilderness, 
which is something many people 
forget to do. This is especially 
the case for those taking so much 
from the land. The power of it is 
highlighted in this novel, and it 
paints an eerie scene that could 
possibly be a part of our own 
future someday. 

Moreover, “Crossroads” by 
Jonathan Franzen is a must-grab 
for this season. What promises to 
be the first novel of a new trilogy, 
this novel keeps you intrigued. 

Following an Illinois family, 
we are exposed to the internal 
battles of these characters, such 
as privilege, purpose, morality 
and integrity. Franzen also ties 
societal issues into his work, 
such as responsibility when it 
comes to family, the question of 
self, religion, etc. As you read 
this novel, you can definitely 
see these smaller themes woven 
throughout, especially when it 
comes to the main family man.

I couldn’t help my own 
amusement as I read this novel. 

It was surprisingly uplifting at 
moments, which created a flow 
that was hard to come off of and 
stop while reading. 

The last novel I wanted to 
recommend to you all is “As the 
Wicked Watch” by Tamron Hall.

I’m a sucker for a thriller, and 
this novel surrounds a journalist 
named Jordan Manning who is 
trying to make a name for herself.

When faced with a new 
murder, Manning is thrown into 
a corrupted realm in journalism 
and faces difficulties with ethics, 
competition and police treatment.

Although a thriller may 
not be everyone’s favorite, I do 
believe this novel brings light 
to some important topics such 
as ethics in journalism, and how 
women, especially black women, 
are treated by the law when it 
comes to situations such as this 
one. 

Keep an open mind and give 
it a try! 

You can find more 
information about these works 
online to see if any of these may 
pique your interest. You can 
also check out UMass Boston’s 
bookstore or library for these. 

Happy reading! 

Top three books to read this fall
Mikayla MacKay
Arts & Lifestyle Editor

Francis, a freshman, reads his Japanese language textbook in the East Hall of 
the campus dorms. Photo by Maya Martinez / Mass Media Staff.

With nearly 400 million 
indigenous peoples around 
the world, and a few million 
being right here in the U.S., 
it’s important to recognize and 
appreciate these communities 
(1). As Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
passes, I wanted to specifically 
focus on and highlight their art 
in our area. Art has a wide range 
of diversity, whether it be visual 
arts, music, pottery or dancing, 
and it has been an outlet of self-
expression, culture and history 
for years now.

Art gives us a significant, 
deeper look into people: their 
stories, their pasts, their futures. 
Indigenous peoples’ voices 
have been silenced for centuries 
now. As we try to change the 
way these communities live, are 
acknowledged and are treated, 
it’s important to listen to these 
voices. Exploring their art may be 
a great way for you to be exposed 
to and possibly learn more about 
these groups.

The Museum of Fine Arts 
curated their Native North 
American Art gallery with an 
understanding of the unjust 
history these people have 
had to suffer through. When 
describing the gallery, they 
explain that it contains a “wide 
range of materials and subjects 

that embody the resilience, 
continuity, and transformations 
of Native American cultures and 
nations across time and place” 
(2). I believe this part of their 
description is perfectly said. The 
resilience of Natives is inspiring. 
Seeing this art in the present day 
reminds me of just how strong 
these communities are, despite 
the horrendous things they have 
had to live through.

When making your way 
through the gallery, you see that 
different materials were made 
for community use and/or trade. 
These include 19th and 20th 
century Mi’kmaq quillwork, 
Pueblo pottery and weaving, 
Kwakwaka’wakw (Kwakiutl) 
carving, and Lakota beadwork 
(2).

Further in the gallery, 
you’ll see more modern and 
contemporary pieces by Jacquie 
Steven and Stan Natchez. These 
pieces were interesting to view 
in comparison to the rest, as they 
demonstrate new and modern 
interpretations of traditional 
techniques and methods.

The gallery overall is 
fascinating, but it needs more 
work. The MFA has made it one 
of their missions to expand this 
gallery, and “in collaboration with 
Indigenous community members, 
the MFA continues to work on 
strengthening its representation 
of Native artists, histories, and 

perspectives on view” (2).
There is a lack of Native 

American representation in art 
institutions and that needs to 
change.

That is why I also wanted 
to discuss the New England 
Foundation for the Arts and 
the Native Arts and Cultures 
Foundation. The NEFA has 
close ties to the Northeast 
Indigenous Arts Alliance and is 
working to highlight native art 
and institutions, and ultimately 
provide them more resources 
and exposure (3). Similarly, 
the Native Arts and Cultures 
foundation tries to organize lists 

of native artists and lists of state 
and national resources for these 
artists, such as grants (4).

Both of these organizations 
also put on their own programs 
and provide more information 
on careers and projects for these 
groups.

If you are of Native descent 
and wish to find more resources 
for your art, check out their 
sites and you will have access 
to numerous important links and 
articles.

If you are just wanting to 
support more of these artists 
and their work, these sites also 
provide local artists, galleries, 

public projects, etc.
If you want more 

personalized information or you 
have any questions, feel free to 
reach out. These organizations 
want to be reached out to and are 
fairly quick to respond.

(1) “Indigenous Peoples,” 
Amnesty International

(2) “Native North American 
Art,” Museum of Fine Arts 
Boston

(3) “Native American Arts,” 
New England Foundation for the 
Arts

(4) “Resources for Artists,” 
Native Arts & Culture Foundation

Native art in Boston

Plagiarizing in the 
artistic community

Mikayla MacKay
Arts & Lifestyle Editor

Kyle Makkas
Arts Writer
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Whether you are a 
freshman or senior, finding a 
job is constantly on your mind. 
Whether it’s a part-time job as 
you complete your education, or 
a full-time job once you graduate, 
employment is a mainstay in your 
constant thoughts. When you 
are considering your job search, 
income, hours and job description 
are oftentimes seen as the most 
important factors to consider. 
However, one factor we often 
neglect during our major choice 
and our subsequent job search is 
understanding risk and reward in 
the job market. This article aims 
to unpack risk and reward in your 
career search and explain how 
and why it impacts our jobs and 
incomes. 

First, let’s understand risk 
and reward in a general sense. 
Investopedia explains it in the 
following manner: “The risk/
reward ratio marks the prospective 
reward an investor can earn 
for every dollar they risk on an 
investment.” (1) Stated simply, 
risk versus reward is a decision 
that an investor has to make with 
the money they invest. A very 
commonly accepted principle is 
that the more risk you are willing 
to take, the higher your potential 
reward will be. The inverse is also 

true; the less risk you take, the 
lower your potential reward. 

Let’s use a real-world 
investing example to truly unpack 
this principle. Let’s say you 
wanted to invest in a specific 
company that you expect to 
do well in the coming weeks. 
Generally speaking, investing in 
specific stocks is seen as risky 
because you are putting all your 
eggs in one basket. However, 
because you are taking this 
increased risk, the potential 
rewards are substantial. On the 
other hand, if you invested in an 
ETF, your risk is substantially 
decreased, and as such, your 
potential for large-scale gains is 
decreased.

This same exact principle 
can be directly applied to picking 
your major and choosing your 
potential career. Oftentimes, 
careers such as acting, art, 
music, and journalism are looked 
down upon because of their low 
average and median wages. 
This is as a result of these fields 
being extremely competitive 
career choices. As such, it can 
be considered that such careers 
are high-risk careers. Many 
people who graduate with those 
degrees often find themselves 
with low-paying jobs in 
extremely competitive workplace 
environments. However, if they 
are able to become the best in their 

field, they may find themselves 
extremely wealthy. Some of the 
richest people in the United States 
are actors, musical artists and 
journalists. Think of Channing 
Tatum, Lady Gaga and Anderson 
Cooper. These three have a 
combined net worth of over half 
a billion dollars. Compare their 
net worth to people who major 
in those specialties. Theater 
majors have a median income of 
$49,000 (2). Music majors have 
a median income of $53,000 (3). 
Journalism majors have a median 
income of $46,000(4).  

Put simply, these majors 
often carry a great deal of risk, 
as such, they also carry a great 
deal of reward. Let’s contrast this 
with majors that are accompanied 
with less risk. Standard jobs such 
as accounting, teaching, and 
nursing are often accompanied 
by much less risk because of the 
high demand for those majors. 
However, because of the lesser 
risk, those majors would find it 
difficult to increase their incomes 
in the long term as the risky 
fields are accompanied with 
comfortable pay to begin with. 

Although this comparison 
is not perfect, it does explain 
why certain people choose to 
major in different fields. As you 
consider your future career, be 
sure to analyze the risks you are 
willing to take as you enter your 

career. Weigh your risk versus 
reward and be sure to choose a 
major in something you are truly 
interested in. Perhaps you might 
find yourself on the Grammy’s 
one day. 

(1) “Risk/Reward Ratio 
Definition,” Investopedia.

(2) “Average Theatre Major 
Salary,” Zippia.

(3) “Average Music Major 
Salary,” Zippia.

(4) “Average Journalism 
Major Salary,” Zippia.

Understanding risk and reward during your job search
Matthew Reiad
Opinions Editor

Businessperson contemplating something. Photo courtesy of Pranav Digwal 
via Pexels. 

While time management 
is a commonly discussed topic, 
many of us struggle with the 
basic principle of managing our 
time responsibly. As such, we 
often find ourselves rushing, 
procrastinating and decreasing the 
overall quality of things that might 
even be enjoyable. As college 
students, we are overwhelmed with 
responsibilities. From classes to 
jobs, career prep, potential graduate 
school considerations and family 
responsibilities, college students 
across America face a packed 
schedule during their peak physical 
years. Although I severely struggle 
with time management, there are 
several techniques I use to increase 
my productivity, efficiency and 
time management skills, as I 
balance the many responsibilities in 
my life. 

Before you are able to clearly 
and effectively manage your time, 
it is critical to understand your 
responsibilities, both in and out 
of school. Be sure to keep a close 
eye on all your ever changing 
responsibilities and understand 
what they each imply. If you are 
working while completing your 
degree, be sure to keep track of 
your work responsibilities and 
make sure you understand what 
they entail, while ensuring that 
your work does not impede on your 
ability to complete your degree. By 
understanding and keeping track 
of your responsibilities, you are 

best positioned to successfully and 
thoroughly complete all the tasks at 
hand, all while managing your time 
as efficiently as possible. 

Being organized is a critical 
step in managing your time 
efficiently. While this may seem 
cliché, organization is key for 
any student, particularly college 
students. Put your assignments in 
your Google Calendar and sync it 
between your phone and laptop. 
My personal suggestion is to make 
a Google Drive that you use only 
for your school documents. In 
doing so, you won’t confuse your 
personal and work documents with 
your school documents. Stay on 
top of your assignments and stay 
in constant communication with 
your professors to ensure that you 
won’t fall behind. While this may 
sound like common sense to a lot 
of people, the unfortunate reality 
is that many students struggle 
with basic organizational skills, 
and at times, we all struggle with 
organization. Organization is the 
first of many steps to effective time 
management.

In our modern technology 
filled world, technology can help 
us effectively keep track of our 
many responsibilities. Be sure to 
set alarms in your phone to help 
you study and change the tasks you 
may be doing. Be sure that you are 
not spending too much time on one 
task, because doing so may lead 
to less time on other tasks. As you 
study, be sure to allocate enough 
time to sleeping, homework, work 
and other tasks you may be required 

to do. Keeping a checklist on your 
phone will be sure to remind you of 
any upcoming tasks or exams you 
may have coming up. As our time 
is limited, utilizing all tools around 
you to the fullest extent will be sure 
to maximize your productivity in 
school and beyond. 

Before you begin any course, 
fully understand the implications 
that course has. Whether it’s a 
final project, required attendance 
or something as simple as buying 
a textbook, understanding what 

a course entails is critical in the 
successful completion of said 
course. Plan out your semester, 
beginning to end, adding major 
assignment due dates. Although 
professors may change the content 
on the syllabus, for the most part, 
they won’t deviate too far from due 
dates. Utilize every spare moment 
you have.  If a professor cancels 
class, take that time to catch up on 
some readings rather than catch up 
on “Squid Game” episodes. 

While I am no expert in time 

management, I can tell you there 
are many tips and tricks I use to 
maximize my productivity during 
especially busy periods of my life. 
Keeping your life organized and 
staying on top of future assignments 
may sound simple, but we all 
struggle with these basic principles 
at times. 

 

Time management as a college student
Matthew Reiad
Opinions Editor

According to the Daily 
Nebraskan, having a mandatory 
attendance policy holds students 
accountable for their course grades. 
Simply put, it influences their 
academic performance. From my 
understanding, students would be 
more likely to attend class if they 
know that attendance is a part of 
their overall grade. 

During the past year in 
remote classes, also known as 
“Zoom University,” many of 
my professors have not made 
attendance a requirement. From 
the various reasons I’ve heard as to 
why they’ve decided not to make 
attendance mandatory, one of the 
most common is that “we’re all 
adults.” Professors claim that we’re 
old enough to understand what’s 
best for us, whether that means 
coming to class, or working a nine 
to five shift and skipping class. It’s 
quite different from high school. 
In college, students continue to 
walk out of the lecture hall during a 
lecture whenever they wish. It may 
be due to something important or 
just because they aren’t interested 
in what is being taught. However, 
I’m sure we can all agree that it 
can be quite distracting. It makes 
me feel like the students are not as 
engaged with the material. 

Some students believe that 
they can learn on their own without 
attending lectures. However, 
numerous things factor into your 
grade. If students attend classes, 

they will have the chance to 
learn the material and get a better 
understanding rather than reading 
the textbook themselves. Without 
students asking questions, how can 
we have an insightful discussion? 
Well, it may not be possible. 
With recorded lectures and class 
attendance not being required, 
who would want to come to class? 
Definitely not the majority of 
students, which gives them the 
freedom to take on other obligations 
like work, errands, etc. Eventually, 
the students will feel overwhelmed 
with all their work and it will poorly 
affect their grades. 

Having an attendance policy 
will reinforce the importance of 
staying engaged and ready to 
learn new material. However, 
there should still be exceptions 
for medical emergencies and 
unexpected situations. I believe 
that since students are the ones to 
choose their classes, they should 
be well aware of their obligations 
before enrolling in the class. A 
majority of students claim that 
lectures are a waste of time and the 
material could be self-taught with a 
textbook. However, any lingering 
questions cannot be answered at 
home or at work. 

According to Huntington 
News, another theory is that 
students who don’t want to be in 
class will find ways to distract 
themselves with technology and 
side conversations. So what’s the 
point of coming to class? Well, 
no matter how much we say that 
coming to class doesn’t equal 

getting a good grade, the truth is that 
it will only increase your chances. 
Although I believe that students 
are responsible for their grades, I 
would also say that the professor 
has some part in it. Whether it’s 
in terms of policies or the style of 
lecturing, mandatory attendance 
can be extremely important in 
certain classes. For example, 
UMass Boston has a seminar 
requirement for general education. 
With optional attendance, students 
would be less likely to show up to 
class which would make the class 
less interactive. As far as I know, 
the majority of seminar courses 
offered at UMass Boston are 
discussion based. Through these 
discussions on a certain topic, 
students learn critical thinking 
skills that will benefit their careers. 
If students don’t attend class, there 
won’t be any interactive discussion 
with different ideas, but rather a few 
opinions. Colleges should definitely 
make attendance mandatory for all 
courses because it helps students 
become more responsible, which 
better prepares them for their future 
careers. 

Should attendance be mandatory in college?
Aanchal Kumar
Opinions Writer

Losing track of time. Illustration by Bianca Oppedisano / Mass Media Staff.

The classroom stands empty in the 600s hall of McCormack. Photo by Maya 
Martinez / Mass Media Staff.

Between busy schedules, 
crazy commutes and hours of 
homework, finding time to make 
food that is both filling and 
delicious—as well as cheap—can 
be hard for any college student. 
Takeout, frozen meals and dining 
hall food can leave students 
feeling heavy and lethargic. With 
a few simple ingredients, some 
time and a microwave (or oven), 
even the most novice college cook 
can make something delicious 
and healthy.

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day, so why 
not start the morning on the right 
foot? Rather than rely on a cup of 
coffee, energy drink or a granola 
bar to begin the day, effortless 
recipes can be made in the time 
it would take to make a cup of 
coffee.

For a sweet breakfast, 
overnight oats are perfect for a 
college student on the go. In a 
container, combine ½ cup rolled 
oats, ½ cup choice milk, one tsp 
chia seeds, one tsp maple syrup, 
two tsp choice of spice (cinnamon, 
cocoa powder, pumpkin pie 
spice, etc.), and any other add-ins 
(chocolate chips, coconut flakes, 
etc.) before leaving in the fridge 
overnight, or at least for a couple 
hours. Top with fruit or any other 
add-ins. For dorm cooking, try 
to do equal parts oats and milk 
and use a standard kitchen spoon 

for the other ingredients. No 
microwave or stovetop is needed 
for these oats! The total cost for 
this would be around $1.50 per 
serving of oats.

However, not everyone 
desires to start their day with 
dessert. If that’s the case, 
making eggs or an omelet in a 
microwave can be just as easy 
as making a cup of ramen. To 
make scrambled eggs, combine 
two eggs with a splash of water 
or choice of milk in a well-
oiled mug, and then microwave 
for 45 seconds for a 700-watt 
microwave or 30 seconds for a 
1000-watt microwave. Mix the 
eggs with a fork before placing 
them back in the microwave and 
heating for 30 seconds for a 700-
watt microwave or 20 seconds for 
a 1000-watt microwave. Repeat 
again for another 45-second 
interval, let cool and enjoy! To 
make an omelet, simply mix 
in any omelet add-ins, such as 
cheese, vegetables or meats, 
before placing in the microwave 
for the first round of heating. The 
total cost for this would be around 
$2.40 per personal omelet.

Beyond breakfast, 
inexpensive and healthy meals 
can be accessible for any course 
of the day. Whether these meals 
are a quick lunch, an easy dinner 
or a delicious dessert, these meals 
can be made within minutes.

For a fraction of the cost 
of Chipotle—delivery fees not 
included—a burrito bowl can 

be prepared with a few simple 
ingredients. In the microwave, 
cook a Minute Rice cup according 
to the directions or preferred 
method of cooking rice, as well 
as heating the preferred amount 
of black beans. Top with salsa, 
cheese and any other toppings 
(protein, avocado, etc.) and enjoy. 
The total cost for this would start 
around $2.00 per bowl.

While Rice Krispies treats 
can be purchased from the store, 
making some at home can be 
just as easy and just as delicious. 
In a microwave-safe bowl, heat 

1.5 tablespoons of butter and 
two cups mini marshmallows 
for two minutes and 50 seconds. 
Carefully take out and stir, before 
placing back in the microwave 
for another one minute and 25 
seconds. Combine with three 
cups of Rice Krispies, shape, and 
let cool on wax paper. Though the 
treats last no more than two days 
in an airtight container at room 
temperature, Rice Krispies treats 
can last up to six weeks in an 
airtight container in the freezer. 
With this basic recipe, all sorts of 
upgraded recipes can be created, 

such as Rice Krispies with Oreos 
and Peanut Butter Cups, Fruity 
Pebbles Rice Krispies, or s’mores 
Rice Krispies. The total cost 
would be around $2.57 per batch 
of Rice Krispies treats.

Eating well on a college 
student’s schedule and budget 
can be difficult. However, simple 
meals are easy to find and easy 
to make. Whether it’s dining 
hall meals, fast food, a snack 
or a home-cooked meal, eating 
something can be better than 
eating nothing at all.

Back to school bites: easy meals for Beacons 
on the go
Katrina Sanville
Arts Writer
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A student takes a bite of her oatmeal before her class. Photo by Shanarah Bargan / Mass Media Staff.



In 2018 Greta Thunberg, then 
15, gathered much notice and 
sympathy for her commitment 
to climate activism. Instead 
of attending school, she spent 
her days outside the Swedish 
Parliament, where she staged a 
one-person strike for the climate.

Before long, other Swedish 
schoolchildren joined Greta 
in vacating their schools and 
striking for meaningful climate 
legislation. These kids spawned 
“Fridays For Future”, a now 
international movement which 
claims to have conducted 116,000 
strikes in 215 countries engaged 
in by 14 million strikers. Those 
are impressive numbers.

But I regret to say that they 
are not enough, and that no 
number of strikes by striking 
elementary, middle or high school 
students will be enough to move 
the needle significantly on the 
climate. Apart from leveraging 
sympathy, those students have no 
power to leverage real change.

So who does?
College students do. College 

students have leverage because 
college students have something 
their younger siblings don’t: 
economic clout. Every semester, 
students from around the world 
fuel (in tuition and fees) the 
engine upon which their college 
or university runs. And because 
college budgets are tight, every 
dollar (or its foreign equivalent) 
counts. Every enrolled student 
counts.

What would happen, then, 
if college students, on a rolling 
basis, collectively withheld their 
money and demanded that their 
school push harder to secure 

a stable, dependable climate 
future? My guess is that fiscal 
alarms would sound; students, 
leveraging that alarm, could impel 
their school to become more 
institutionally active dealing with 
the looming climate crisis—not 
just on campus, but beyond.

It is time that college students 
take the climate baton from those 
“Fridays For Future” kids by 
striking—not for a Friday, not 
for a class period or lunch hour, 
not for a day or even week, but 
by taking a semester’s leave of 
absence to do with as they see fit 
(work, intern, volunteer, become 
politically active, etc.), but, 
crucially, to pay no tuition or fees.

If college students organize 
and plan, if they take leaves of 
absence jointly beginning next 
semester, with peer replacements 
the semester after that, and a new 
group the semester after that, so 
that every successive semester 
colleges everywhere are deprived 
the income of the group that sits 
out that semester; if they do this 
in even small percentages of the 
student population—six percent, 
five percent, three percent; and 
if they do this while demanding 
that college administrations and 
their trustees use their power and 
influence to collectively press for 
significant rehabilitative change 
in federal, state, and local policy, 
and press to change business-as-
usual industries and economics, 
progress, swift progress, can be 
achieved on the climate front. But 
students need to organize now, 
and begin sitting out in the spring.

But why school 
administrations? What did they 
do?

What they have done, and 
continue to do, is accept student 

money, promoting the narrative 
that by attending and graduating 
from their institution, whatever 
the institution, the student’s 
life will be better and brighter, 
particularly in the realms of 
career and standard of living. 
Colleges have billed themselves 
as an individual’s investment into 
the future.

What they haven’t done is 
protect the student’s investment. 
They haven’t done enough to 
ensure that the student’s actual 
future will be one that can be 
made better by attending their 
college. Colleges and universities 
on the whole have accepted and 
will continue to accept student 
money, but have not used 
their institution’s political and 
economic weight to leverage the 
kind of real, significant climate 
fixes (commercially, industrially, 
politically) that all but the most 
ostrich-headed say we need if we 
hope to avert the worst of climate 
futures.

It’s no longer enough for 
higher ed to simply confer 
degrees; it needs, as a community, 
to protect those degrees from the 
higher degrees of our increasingly 
seething planet. If enough 
students in enough schools take 
enough leaves of absence, keep 
their thousands in their pockets, 
keep those thousands out of 
the pockets of their college or 
university, and do this in enough 
states and enough countries—
and like Greta, persist—it will 
result in a sweeping campus 
movement that will awaken 
the higher educational system 
globally to its responsibility to 
students—yesterday’s, today’s, 
and tomorrow’s—and to acting 
collectively, courageously, and 
forcefully to protect that hope-
filled, hoped-for future which 
remains the greatest argument for 
every college’s existence, and for 

every student’s attending one.
Turbulence likely is bad 

for economies, at every level. 
Turmoil surely is. Everything 
that scientists have been telling 
us for decades, and as recently as 
Sept. 17, when the UN warned of 
the world’s current “catastrophic 
pathway,” is that if humanity 
doesn’t act now, swiftly and 
decisively, our future—and not 
some far off future but one much 
nearer, perhaps as soon as ten or 
fifteen years—will be one not 
simply of climatological, and 
hence, economic turbulence, 
but one of climatological and 
economic turmoil. With such 

an outlook, where is that bright 
future college students are 
working toward? The one that 
colleges assure is waiting just on 
the other side of graduation?

Greta stood up, alone, and 
sparked a movement.

Greta 2.0 also has the 
potential to spark a movement, 
but first it needs its Gretas.

College students: Demand a 
better future. Stand up and sit one 
out.

Dr. Jerry Blitefield
Retired Professor of English 
and Communication
UMass Dartmouth
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Last Week’s 
Solutions

First person to bring 
a completed puzzle to 

our office wins a prize!
CC 3412.01

Across
1 Linger
4 Kind of Nerve
9 “That cad was 
__!” (2,9)
10 High spirits
11 Kitchen garb
12 Rancher’s    

charge
14 Jeweler’s tools
17 Outspoken
19 Suitcases
21 Clay pigeon 

killer?
23 Horse carts
24 Punctual

Down
1 Washer cycle
2 Kind of worker
3 Charge carrier
5 Warm-water 

fatty fish
6 Word with ear 

or peace
7 Carpenter’s tool
8 Court contest
12 Tooth problem
13 Song sung by 

mom
15 Wraith
16 Eruption
18 Provide food
20 White heron
22 Shell mover

Call it Greta 2.0
Dr. Jerry Blitefield
Contributing Writer
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Winners will have their article published in MassMedia.

 1st place gets a UMB Hoodie

 2nd place gets a UMB T-s�i�t

VETERANS DAY   

REFLECTION

For Veterans Day, William �oiner Institute is loo�in� to hear from

the UMass Boston community - both veterans and non-veterans! 

Click the following link or scan the QR code and submit entry by
Sunday, October 31st.

https://forms.office.com/r/X1viEfvWv1
 

In 400 words or less, write a reflection on what Veterans Day

means to you. This may include, but is not limited to, reflections of

time in service, family ties, collective memories of sacrifice, etc.

Winners will be announced on  Friday, November 5th at WJI Office.

For any questions, contact us at: joinerinstitute@umb.edu
 

Follow us for more details:                                                             
 

Portrait of Greta Thunberg. Photo courtesy of European Parliament.



Create new understanding of social justice issues  
in the lived experiences of diverse college students.

1st place cash prize is $1,000 
for each competition!

UMass Boston 
Social Justice Case Study 

WRITING 
Competition

Register by 11/1/21

UMass Boston 
Greater Boston Social 

Justice Case Study 

RESPONSE 
Competition

Register by 1/10/22

DIVIDED INTO 2 STAGES

UMass Boston 
Social Justice
Case Study 
Competitions

For more information, please visit umb.edu/sjcomp 
For all inquiries, email sjcomp@umb.edu

Thank you to all of our UMB sponsors and partners.
Special thanks to the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, 

the Office of the Provost, and the Chancellor’s Office.
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