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On Sept. 14, the Boston mayoral preliminary election is set to take place. With several 
candidates in the running for the nonpartisan election, City Councilor Michelle Wu is in the 
lead by more than ten points, according to a recent poll. The poll was conducted by Suffolk 
University and the Boston Globe, and according to its results, Wu is polling at 31 percent 
among 500 likely voters. 

Acting Mayor Kim Janey received 20 percent support in the poll, and is closely followed 
by City Councilor Annissa Essaibi George at 19 percent, and City Councilor Andrea 
Campbell at 18 percent. Eight percent of voters said they were undecided, and three percent 
were in support of John Barros, Boston’s former Chief of Economic Development. 

Following the preliminary election this week, the two candidates who receive the most 
votes will become the two sole candidates in the general election for the position of Mayor 
of Boston. The general election will take place on Nov. 2, 2021. 

On Sept. 8, NBC10 Boston, NECN, Telemundo Boston, the Dorchester Reporter, and 
the Bay State Banner hosted a live preliminary mayoral election debate. During the debate, 
the candidates were asked to assign a letter grade to the city of Boston’s handling of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The scores ranged greatly, with Janey giving the city’s response a 
grade of A-, Barros grading the response a B, Wu grading the response a C+, Essaibi George 
grading the response a C, and Campbell grading the response a D. The candidates also spoke 
to the violence, drug use and homelessness found on the intersection of Mass. Ave and 
Melnea Cass Boulevard, also referred to as “Mass. and Cass.” 

While candidates were mostly in agreement that the conditions on Mass. and Cass will 
require urgency of reform in the area, Essaibi George made a jab at Janey for dissolving 
the City Council’s Committee on Homelessness, Mental Health & Recovery in 2020, when 
she was City Council President. Janey also received criticism regarding her promise that 
Boston Public Schools would have enough school bus drivers to transport children to school 
following a shortage of bus drivers in the district. While Janey remained confident that all 
of the school system’s bus drivers would return, Barros spoke to the chaos and confusion 

Continued on page 3
Headshot of mayoral candidate Michelle Wu. Photo courtesy of Michelle For Boston.

Hurricane season in the 
Northeast is far from over
By Genevieve Santilli
News Writer

Hurricane season is in full 
swing in the Atlantic as the 
Northeast faced yet another impact 
from a hurricane that brought harsh 
rain and flooding. 

One of the first hurricanes of 
the season was Hurricane Henri, as 
it made landfall in the lower half 
of the Northeast as a tropical storm 
after downgrading from a Category 1 
hurricane. Then Hurricane Ida made 
landfall in Louisiana as a Category 
4 hurricane, and the effects could be 
felt all the way up the coast in the 
Northeast. 

Places like New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania faced harsh 
after effects of Hurricane Ida with 
massive flooding in all three states 
and tornadoes sparked by the storm 
touching down in places like New 
Jersey. 

Hurricane Ida made landfall in 

Port Fourchon, La., bringing with it 
sustained winds of 150 mph.

Ida made landfall just 16 
years after Hurricane Katrina made 
landfall as a Category 3 hurricane. 
Both Ida and Katrina followed a 
similar path to each other as they 
traveled over land.

According to the Atlantic, 74 
hours before Ida made landfall, 
it was only categorized as a 
tropical depression. New Orleans 
experienced massive power loss, 
which caused doctors and nurses 
in one hospital to manually pump 
air into the lungs of COVID-19 
patients. 

Hurricane Ida also knocked out 
95 percent of U.S. oil production in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Cleanup is underway in 
Louisiana, but it may be weeks 
before many citizens in the state 

have their power restored. 
According to NPR, Hurricane 

Ida rapidly worsened over the Gulf 
of Mexico due to the storm moving 
over warmer than average water in 
the gulf. 

The damage in Louisiana has 
kept residents who evacuated from 
returning home until officials can 
assess the extent of the damage. 
While the brunt of the storm was felt 
in Louisiana, remnants of the storm 
made its way north and caused 
extreme weather events there as 
well. 

Satellite images captured the 
flooding that occurred in New 
Jersey, as well as the destruction 
left by a tornado that made landfall 
in Mullica Hill, N.J.. Images from 
the BBC show the before and after 
of various places in New Jersey that 
were heavily affected by flooding.

Continued on page 3
Heavy rainfall in front of the West Garage. Photo By Dom Ferreira / 

Photography Editor.
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bus drivers he had spoken to felt 
regarding their routes this year. 
Barros also claimed that Janey did 
not have a plan for police reform in 

the city. Janey countered with the 
assertion that she released her plan 
to the headquarters of the police 
department, and that it has fatal 
shootings down 50 percent from 
2020 to 2021. Barros responded by 
attributing this improvement to the 

previous mayoral administration 
under former mayor of Boston 
Marty Walsh. 

No matter the result of the 
election, history will be made. 
Boston has never seen an elected 
mayor who is not caucasian or male; 

this mayoral race is dominated 
by female candidates, and all five 
leading candidates are people of 
color. Wu is Asian-American, 
Janey is Black, Essaibi George is 
Arab-American, Campbell is Black, 
and Barros is the son of immigrants 

from the Islands of Cabo Verde in 
West Africa. 

To register to vote in the state 
of Massachusetts or to update 
or check your voter registration 
information, visit https://www.sec.
state.ma.us/ovr/.

Abigail Basile
News Editor

Hurricane season in the Northeast is far from over

New Brunswick, N.J. faced 
flooding that shut down many 
roads. According to the BBC, 
the remnants of Ida brought 6-8 
inches of rainfall to the Northeast, 

particularly in New York. 
“It set an hourly rainfall record 

of 3.15 inches for Manhattan, 
breaking one set by Tropical Storm 
Henri less than two weeks ago,” 
reported the BBC regarding the 
rain that hit the city as a remnant of 

Hurricane Ida. 
President Biden declared 

an emergency in New York and 
New Jersey following the storm, 
allowing the states to receive 
federal funding for disaster relief 
efforts in each state. 

As one hurricane dies down, 
another arises with Hurricane 
Larry off the east coast. Predictions 
for the storm say that it will stay 
off the coast of the Northeast as 
it travels outward back into the 
Atlantic, as described by radar 

and the Washington Post as of 
Tuesday, Sept. 7. According to 
the Washington Post, rough surf 
and dangerous rip currents are 
expected of Hurricane Larry along 
the Northeast. 

Genevieve Santilli
News Writer

Articles about Afghanistan. Photo by Mel Berilo / Mass Media Contributor.

Texas voting restrictions bill signed into law

On Tuesday, Sept. 7, Texas 
governor Greg Abbott signed 
Senate Bill One—a piece of 
legislation calling for numerous 
restrictions on voting in the state—
into law. 

The law restricts various 
aspects of the voting process.  

Drive-thru voting and 24-
hour early voting sites have been 
banned, and early voting may only 
take place between the hours of 6 
a.m. and 10 p.m. Drive-thru and 
24-hour early voting locations were 
used intensively in 2020 in Harris 
County, which is home to Houston.

Harris County had also 
sought to send unsolicited voting 

applications out to all eligible 
voters last year, but was blocked 
from doing so by the Texas 
Supreme Court. With Senate Bill 
One, sending unsolicited voting 
applications is now a felony in 
Texas. 

Additional identification 
requirements have been added for 
those choosing to vote by mail. 

Those who mail in their ballot will 
have to provide the last four digits 
of their social security number or 
their driver’s license number. Mail-
in voters will have to provide this 
identification information both on 
their absentee ballot application 
forms and on the envelope they use 
to send in their ballots. 

Those who are assisting voters 
with disabilities cast their ballots are 
now required to provide additional 
information as well, including their 
name, address, and relationship to 
the voter they assisted. This rule 
does not apply to voters’ caregivers. 

The law also affects partisan 
poll watchers. They will be given 
“free movement” at polling 
locations, but they cannot watch 
voters fill out their ballots. 

Under Senate Bill One, 
monthly checks of the voter rolls by 
the Texas Secretary of State’s office 
are now required. Additionally, 
local election officials must file 
a report of any possible improper 
ballots to the attorney general. 

The passage of this law comes 
after Donald Trump’s assertions 
that voter fraud occurred in the 
2020 election, although there is no 
evidence to prove that widespread 
voter fraud occurred in Texas.

Republican supporters of the 
law feel that Senate Bill One will 
reinstate confidence in the validity 
of voting in Texas. 

“[There is] one thing that 
all Texans can agree [on], and 
that is that we must have trust 
and confidence in our elections,” 
said Governor Abbott at the bill’s 
signing ceremony. “The bill that 
I’m about to sign helps to achieve 

that goal.” 
Many Democrats, on the 

other hand, feel that the bill is 
discriminatory towards voters of 
color and voters with disabilities.

Last July, Democratic 
members of the Texas House 
of Representatives rushed to 
Washington D.C. to halt the 
legislation and to urge national 
legislators to create federal 
legislation protecting voters’ rights. 

However, when Governor 
Abbot called for another special 
session in August, enough 
Democratic representatives 
returned to Texas for the 
proceedings necessary for the bill 
to be passed.

Democrats and Texas civil 
rights groups have not given up on 
pushing back against the legislation. 

Several lawsuits have been 
filed challenging the controversial 
law, including three federal 
lawsuits aiming to thwart the law 
from taking effect on Dec. 3, 2021.

Several other states have 
already passed voting restrictions. 
Per fivethirtyeight.com, 52 new 
voting restrictions have been 
ratified in 21 separate states this 
year. 

Though Massachusetts and 
the majority of New England have 
not passed any voting restrictions, 
New Hampshire has passed two 
new voting laws. One law requires 
election officials to photograph 
voters who register on Election Day 
without providing identification, 
while the other allows election 
officials to remove voters from 
voter rolls with data collected by 
other states.

Abigail Basile
News Editor
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Campus Questions? Concerns? Feedback? 
Use HERE4U. Another way that UMass Boston  
is here for you with assistance on the go.  

HERE4U is not to be used in an emergency. If there is an  
emergency, call 911. If it is not an emergency and you would  
like to speak to a staff person during business hours, please  
contact the Dean of Students Office at 617.287.5800. 

Learn more:  
umb.edu/here4u
Also available in the UMass Boston app. Download from the App Store or Google Play. 

Greg Abbott in 2012. Photo courtesy of Gage Skidmore via Flickr.

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/.
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/.


The New England Patriots 
were incredibly lucky in that, 
for essentially two decades, they 
never had to worry about who 
their starting quarterback was: 
Tom Brady. As the years rolled by, 
and countless starters flamed out 
across the league—often leading 
to their coaches getting the pink 
slip in return—Brady and Head 
Coach Bill Belichick consistently 
came out on top, winning season 
after season, championship after 
championship. But, after the 2019 
season, that came to an end when 
Brady stunningly left New England 
and signed with the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Well, you know the 
rest. Brady wins a championship 
immediately with the Bucs. The 
Patriots stumble to 7–9 and miss 
the playoffs. This failure would 
mean Belichick’s seat would get a 
little warmer heading into 2021.

The Patriots’ mediocre but not 
exceptionally horrible 2020 season 
meant they only had the 15th 
overall pick in the draft, probably 
too low to get one of the premier 
quarterback prospects, such as 
Trevor Lawrence, Zach Wilson, or 
others. But not low enough to miss 
out on a quarterback altogether. 
Enter Matthew McCorkle “Mac” 
Jones, whom the Pats selected 
with the 15th overall pick in the 
2021 draft. Jones was named the 
starting QB at the perennial college 
football juggernaut in Alabama 

after Tua Tagovailoa left for the 
NFL and proceeded to have one of 
the greatest seasons for a college 
quarterback, well, ever. He led the 
country in completion percentage, 
yards, yards per attempt, 
touchdowns, and passer rating. Yet, 
incredibly, he was not considered 
an elite prospect by draft scouts, 
probably because Alabama has 
become such a machine under 
head coach Nick Saban that many 
prognosticators assumed that just 
about anybody could be a great 
quarterback at Tuscaloosa.

Even after the Patriots selected 
Jones, it was still widely assumed 
that Cam Newton, re-signed despite 
a very subpar 2020 season, would 
be the Pats’ starting QB for at 
least the beginning of the year. But 
Coach Bill still had a surprise to pull 
out of his sleeve. On the morning of 
Aug. 31, 2021, during final roster 
cuts, Boston Globe reporter Jim 
McBride tweeted that Newton had 
been released and that Jones would 
be the Patriots’ starter for the 2021 
season. Because of this bombshell, 
Jones would become the first rookie 
QB to start Week One for the Pats 
since Drew Bledsoe all the way 
back in 1993. It was a stunning turn 
of events; most people assumed 
that Belichick would be very 
hesitant, at best, to hand the reins 
to the unproven Jones. But, the 
notoriously cryptic Belichick rarely 
lets his motivations out in public.

So, the Patriots will be heading 
into 2021 with an unproven, but 
very promising rookie as their 

starting quarterback. Jones will 
face off against his former ‘Bama 
classmate Tagovailoa and the 
Miami Dolphins in Week One, 
truly signaling that a new era has 
arrived. Jones, as a rookie, will 

undoubtedly have his lumps and 
growing pains in Week One. But, 
if he shows enough, Jones will give 
the Foxborough faithful hope that 
the next franchise QB has arrived.
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For Mac Jones and the Patriots, the 
future begins now
Jack Sherman
Sports Writer

Three things I am looking forward 
to this NBA season

The NBA Season is not far 
away, with only one month left. 
Opening night is scheduled for 
Oct. 19 with the Bucks facing 
the Nets and the Lakers facing 
the Warriors. Personally, I have 
this date circled in my calendar. 
I can’t wait to see how this new 
Celtics team plays, hopefully they 
won’t humiliate themselves like 
last season and they finish better 
than the seventh seed and a first-
round exit. But enough about the 
Celtics for now, there are plenty 
of reasons to be excited about this 
NBA season and I will rank them 
for you.

3.   All-Star Game
Last year, the all-star game 

was a little disappointing. 
Originally the plan was to not 
have an all-star game last season 
and instead have it just be a break 
for the players.  However, Adam 
Silver eventually decided to hold 
the all-star game in Atlanta. This 
caught players off guard and as 
you can imagine they weren’t 
happy about losing their extended 
break. You heard players like 
Lebron, Giannis, and De’Aaron 
Fox express their discontent for 
the event. This was such a big 

deal because the players’ morale 
affected the enjoyment of the 
game. It ended in a blowout by 
team Lebron, and while there 
were some fun moments, as a 
whole it lacked competition.

Despite last year being 
disappointing, I think now that 
the pandemic is starting to die 
down we will see a great all-
star game again. The 2020 
all-star game might have been 
the most exciting game I have 
ever seen, and this was because 
of the competitiveness of the 
event. This was the first year of 
the all-star game being devoted 
to the late Kobe Bryant. They 
introduced new scoring rules and 
even dedicated the All-Star MVP 
to him. Not only that, but each 
team was playing for a different 
kid’s charity. They actually had 
the kids from each charity at 
the game. Usually, the players 
don’t make the all-star game too 
seriously. However, with all the 
stakes that were introduced this 
year, both teams played with tons 
of passion. For the first time in a 
while, we actually saw defense 
in the all-star game. I think that 
we might go back to that type 
of excitement from the all-star 
game, and I am excited to see it 
again.

2. Lakers vs Nets
I think before the 2021 

offseason there was a consensus 
that if the Brooklyn Nets were 
healthy, they were winning the 
championship. However, the 
Lakers made a huge trade for 
Russell Westbrook that might 
have changed some people’s 
minds. Not only that, but they 
also added Carmelo Anthony, 
Dwight Howard, Rajon Rondo, 
Malik Monk and Kendrick Nunn. 
They might be the oldest team 
in the league, but they will be 
one of the best teams as well. 
As for the Brooklyn Nets, they 
made small but impactful moves 
like signing Patty Mills and Paul 
Millsap. They will meet only 
twice in the regular season, but I 
expect them to meet in the finals. 
Just imagine the storylines of that 
final’s series. Russell Westbrook 
Vs. James Harden, Kyrie Irving 
Vs Lebron James, KD Vs Lebron. 
If this does not happen, I will be 
greatly disappointed.

1. Celtics
Of course, I am looking 

forward to watching the Celtics 
this season. I am a Celtics fan 
at the end of the day. After a 
humiliating season that ended in 
a first-round exit by the Brooklyn 
Nets, the Celtics made a bunch of 

moves to change up their roster. 
Ideally, with these changes, we 
should be better than the seventh 
seed. One thing that I always love 
to see is the improvement of our 
young players. Last year, it was 
so fun to see the improvement 
in Robert Williams in particular. 
When he first came into the 
league, it would annoy me that 
he would bite on literally every 
pump fake. Last season, though, 
he seemed to get a hang off it a 
little more. I remember jumping 
out of my seat during his nine-
block game in the playoffs. I 
would love to see this type of 
improvement from someone like 
Pritchard who had a good rookie 
season but will have a much 
bigger role with Kemba Walker 
gone. And then, of course, there is 
Jayson Tatum. Last year, Tatum 
showed the world he is a superstar 
in this league. You can expect to 
see insane scoring games from 
him, and I believe that he can have 
an MVP caliber season. Now, all 
we have to do is keep our fingers 
crossed that Jaylen Brown will 
be healthy for the playoffs and 
we are looking at a very exciting 
season.

Josemanuel Cruz
Sports Writer

Well, we can officially say welcome back to campus as we all have gotten our first week of classes under our belt! With the fall semester now 
underway, the fall sports season is now back in full swing. For the fall sports teams here at UMass Boston, they haven’t been able to compete in a full 
season since 2019, so it will be very interesting to see how their seasons play out considering there are a lot of newer faces.

So now let’s take a look at how our fall sports teams have fared thus far this season.

Men’s Soccer
Two years ago, the UMass Boston men’s soccer team had a solid season holding an overall record of 12–3–4 and a conference record of 4–2–2. 

They finished the season in heartbreaking fashion losing in penalty kicks to Western Connecticut State University in the LEC quarterfinals.
Now in 2021, the UMass Boston men’s soccer team is off to a strong start with a record of 2–1. One thing to note about the men’s soccer team is 

that 11 of the 29 players on the team are either freshmen or sophomores. This means that even though there is a strong influx of newer players, there 
are still plenty of players that played back in 2019 and know what it takes to win at a college level, which should bode well for this season.

Women’s Soccer
Back in 2019, the UMass Boston women’s soccer team had a tremendous season going 19–3–1 while also taking down Western Connecticut State 

University to win the LEC championship. Unfortunately, the Beacons were eliminated in the first round of the NCAA tournament by the Stevens 
Institute of Technology.

Now in 2021, the Beacons are off to a great start, currently holding a 2–0 record. Their next game is this Saturday against Endicott College and their 
first LEC matchup comes later this month when they play Eastern Connecticut State on Sept. 18.

Women’s Volleyball
In 2019, the UMass Boston women’s volleyball team had a bumpy regular season but played at their best toward the end of the season as they went 

on to become LEC champions. Over the course of the season, UMass Boston went 5–3 against teams in the LEC with most of those wins coming in 
the LEC tournament.

Now at the start of the 2021 season, the Beacons have come out to a shaky 1–3 start. The Beacons have yet to play an LEC opponent and won’t 
until they face off against Eastern Connecticut State on Sept. 17. Until then it will be difficult to tell if the defending LEC champions can truly defend 
their title.

Men’s Cross-Country
Back in 2019, the UMass Boston men’s cross-country team struggled to place well in their meets. However, a lot of time has passed since the last 

time the Beacons competed in cross country. So much can change in 2021. 
UMass Boston has yet to compete in cross country this year, but their first meet is coming up on Saturday, Sept. 11, so we can get a better gauge 

on how the team looks after their first competition.

Women’s Cross-Country
The women’s cross-country team had a similar year as the men’s team in 2019, so they didn’t quite have the best season. However, they will get an 

opportunity to flip the script this weekend when they compete in their first meet at the Smith College Invitational.

Women’s Tennis
In 2019, the UMass Boston women’s tennis team dominated as they held a 14–2 record alongside an 8–1 LEC record. The Beacons made it all the 

way to the LEC finals but were unfortunately stifled by Rhode Island College 5–0.
For UMass Boston tennis there is a lot to look forward to this season as they look to build on from the 2019 season. Their first match will be a 

conference matchup on Sept. 11 against Western Connecticut State University.
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The arts have been through 
decades of challenges when it 
comes to its academic and social 
acceptance. We have seen art 
programs receive less funding 
than sports programs for years 
now. Teachers of the arts have, 
at times, had to spend their own 
hard-earned money on materials 
for their students—something we 
have seen countless teachers do 
just to share the love of art and its 
benefits to their kids. 

Numerous studies have 
shown the impact the arts 
have on many individuals’ 
academic performance, as well 
as their emotional and social 
development. In an article by 
Renee Phillips, she explains 
this impact by saying “... the 
arts develop neural systems that 
produce a broad spectrum of 
benefits ranging from fine motor 
skills to creativity and improved 
emotional balance. Quite simply, 
the arts are invaluable to our 
proper functioning individually 
and as a society” (1). 

As we know, learning of any 
kind contributes to the integration 
and development of our neural 
systems. However, the arts, with 

its creativity and self expression, 
take it a step further. 

Systems like “integrated 
sensory, attentional, cognitive, 
emotional, and motor” are all 
stimulated while performing an 
art form whether that be painting, 
singing, or dancing (1). Creativity 
is huge in our development and can 
also contribute to one’s perception 
of self and individuality. This is 
especially important in younger 
ages. Art teachers try to promote 
self-expression in these younger 
groups to help promote social and 
emotional development (1). 

Art stimulates us physically 
while also stimulating us 
emotionally and mentally, which 
gets our brain firing off in many 
different sections and ways. 

Furthermore, it has also been 
proven that there is an increase 
in blood flow to the brain when 
exposed to art. In an experiment 
by Professor Semir Zeki, a 
Chairman in Neuroaesthetics 
at University College London, 
participants viewed art that “they 
considered most beautiful,” and 
it was observed that “their blood 
flow increased in a certain part 
of the brain by as much as 10 
percent, which is the equivalent 
to gazing at a loved one” (1). 

It is believed that wonder, 
beauty, and emotional stimulation 
all promote healing. Psychologist 
Dr. Dacher Keltner, of California 
University in Berkeley, said 
this: “That awe, wonder and 
beauty promote healthier levels 
of cytokines suggests the things 
we do to experience these 
emotions—a walk in nature, 
losing oneself in music, beholding 
art—has a direct influence upon 
health and life expectancy” (1). 

I know that personally, I find 
the arts calming, no matter the 
form. I write to cure my anxiety 
and it has become a healthy habit 
for me when I am stressed. 

I also love to view art and 
listen to music in my free time, 
which has broadened my view on 
the world. The arts are filled with 
self-expression, and art pieces 
from across different eras have 
allowed us to better understand 
different times of history, 
different cultures, etc. 

I do believe the arts are 
becoming more and more 
accepted. We have seen Art 
majors increase in number, and 
in 2021 they’re at an all-time 
high. Hopefully, all art programs 
will begin to get their fair share 
of funding as it is undeniable that 

the arts are critical to us and our 
society. 

1) “Art Enhances Brain 
Function and Well-Being”
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Beacon Beginnings: Campus Center

Happy second week of 
classes! Welcome back to Beacon 
Beginnings, the column that gives 
new students some tips and tricks 
to get accustomed with UMass 
Boston. Last week, I explained 
how to use UMBeInvolved to 
meet new people and create 
opportunities. Over the next 
couple of weeks, I will teach you 
how to make a mental map of the 
campus. In other words, I will 
tell you what each building has 
to offer and how to get around 
campus with all the construction.

Let’s talk about the Campus 
Center! This is the building that 
the shuttle bus typically drops 
students off at. The first thing you 
need to know about the Campus 
Center is that the floor numbers 
are pretty confusing. There are 
four floors and an upper level. 
Despite being the “upper level”, 
this is the ground floor. There is a 
lower level that has a parking lot 
but it is off limits to students.

The upper level is where the 
shuttle bus drops you off. On the 
upper level there are a bunch of 
lounging areas as well as a game 
room. The game room has pool 
tables, card games and even video 
games. The One Stop, a resource 
center run by the registrar’s 
office, is also on this floor. They 
can answer any question you have 
whether technical, financial or 
just directional. And if they can’t 
help you, then they will direct 
you to who can. But easily the 
most popular place on this floor 
is the Dunkin’ Donuts. People 
take their Dunkin’ very seriously 
on campus—I’ve seen the line go 
outside before.

Then there is the first floor; 
this is where one of the dining halls 
is located. They sell everything 
from pizza to sushi. There is also 
a courtyard that leads to Wheatley 
Hall or McCormack Hall. By the 
windows overlooking the harbor, 
you can find a terrace where 
a lot of clubs meet for events. 
This is also where the Student 
Involvement Fairs and Career 
Fairs take place. Finally you can 
find the Advising Center which, 
as the name suggests, is where 
you can meet with your advisor.

As for the second floor, you 
can find multiple study areas. 
Around the terrace, there is an 
area where you can charge your 
phone in a locker while you study. 
On the other side of the building 
there is a catwalk that leads to the 
second floor of Wheatley Hall. 

The third floor of the 
Campus Center is my personal 
favorite because this is where 
the Office of Student Life is. The 
reason why I love this office so 
much is because this is where you 
can get your discounted tickets. 

Throughout the year they will 
sell tickets to games like Celtics, 
Red Sox, Bruins, etc. They can 
even get you discounted Six 
Flags tickets. They also sell rental 
lockers. 

You probably won’t need to 
go to the fourth floor too often, 
but many important offices are 
located there. That is where 
the Bursar’s Office, Financial 
Aid and the Office of Student 
Employment are. For the most 
part, the One Stop on the main 
floor can help you or they will 

direct you there. 
Just outside of Campus 

Center is the main lawn. There is 
usually some type of event there, 
either some type of fair or even a 
movie. I personally like to relax 
in the shade and look out at the 
view.

As you can tell, there’s so 
much to do at the Campus Center, 
and you now know most of 
what you need to get around the 
building. Next time, I will cover 
everything you need to know 
about the Clark Athletic Center.

Josemanuel Cruz
Sports Writer

The doors of Campus Center stand ready to welcome students back to the University.  Photo By Shanarah Bargan/ Production Editor.
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Shohei Ohtani is the greatest show in baseball, 
and maybe all of sports

In May of this year, NBA 
superstar Kevin Durant was 
having a conversation on Twitter 
with his Brooklyn Nets teammate 
Mike James. James posted a video 
of a player for the Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim who threw 
88 pitches as the starter, batted 
multiple times, and then moved 
from the mound into right field so 
he could stay in the game. Durant 
replied to the video, “Different 
breed. Trading for him now in 
the show, Trea Turner might have 
to dip lol.” Durant was referring 
to the “MLB: The Show” video 
game franchise, specifically 
a mode of the game where 
individual players can build their 
own teams by signing, trading, or 
drafting players. So, who was the 
player that Durant was referring 
to? The two-way phenom and 
Japanese-import Shohei Ohtani.

Ohtani, like many kids in 
Japan, grew up loving baseball 
and dreaming of a professional 
career. That would come to 
fruition with the Hokkaido 
Nippon-Ham Fighters of the 
Nippon Professional Baseball 
league. From there, Ohtani would 
establish himself as a unique 
phenomenon: a two-way player. 
In 2015, Ohtani led the league in 
earned-run-average as a pitcher. 
In 2016, he earned the NPB’s 
Most Valuable Player award by 
hitting .322 and blasting 22 home 
runs at the plate. On the mound, 
he had a microscopic ERA of 
just 1.86. After the 2017 season, 
Ohtani announced that he would 
leave Japan to go pro in America.

Various major league teams 
tried to woo the electrifying 
Ohtani to sign with them. First 
they would have to pay a $20 
million posting fee to the Ham 
Fighters, in addition to the $3.6 
million signing bonus. Ohtani 
would pass up a chance to bring 
his talents to the bright lights of 
a market like New York or Los 
Angeles, instead choosing to sign 

with the mid-market LA Angels, 
who—despite their silly name—
actually play 40 minutes from 
Tinseltown in suburban Orange 
County.

Ohtani immediately made a 
name for himself in the majors 
in his 2018 rookie season, hitting 
.285 as a position player with 22 
home runs, 61 runs batted in, and 
a .925 on-base-plus-slugging-
percentage. As a pitcher, he went 

4–2 with a 3.31 ERA, striking 
out 63 batters in 51 and two-
thirds innings. However, Ohtani 
suffered an injury to his UCL, 
which required surgery that would 
shut him down for the remainder 
of the 2018 and all of the 2019 
seasons as a pitcher. Despite 
this setback, Ohtani still won the 
prestigious American League 
Rookie of the Year award.

Despite not pitching in 2019, 

Ohtani continued to hit, with an 
.848 OPS in 106 games. In the 
COVID-shortened 2020 season, 
he struggled on both sides of the 
battery, hitting just .190 with a 
.657 OPS, and giving up seven 
earned runs in one and two-
thirds innings as a starter. 2021, 
however, proved to be not just 
Ohtani’s best season so far, but 
arguably one of the best for any 
player in modern baseball history. 

As of the time of this writing, 
Ohtani leads the majors in home 
runs (40), total bases (269), and 
extra-base hits (70); he’s also 
second in slugging percentage 
(.637) and fourth in RBIs (88). 
This is to say nothing of his 
dominance on the mound, where 
he is 8–1 as a starting pitcher with 
a superb 2.79 ERA in 18 starts, 
striking out 120 batters in 100 
innings.

Ohtani-mania has also taken 
the country by storm, with the 
Angels superstar getting standing 
ovations in opposing ballparks, 
something that I can’t remember 
happening for any ballplayer since 
Mark McGwire’s record-breaking 
season of 1998. When Ohtani 
participated in the 2021 Home 
Run Derby and All-Star Game in 
July, both events got near-record 
ratings. However, Ohtani’s 
success has not been without its 
detractors. ESPN personality 
Stephen A. Smith attracted a 
firestorm of controversy in July 
for saying that he didn’t think 
someone like Ohtani—who can 
speak English but chooses to 
use an interpreter—deserves to 
be the face of baseball. Many 
people found Smith’s comments 
to be incredibly ignorant, if not 
outright racist. Detroit Tigers 
color commentator Jack Morris 
was suspended after using a 
faux-Asian accent as Ohtani 
was coming to bat. Despite this, 
Ohtani has risen above it all. New 
York Times sports columnist 
Kurt Streeter has speculated 
that as the pandemic has led 
to a horrific rise in hate crimes 
and other attacks against Asian-
Americans, an Asian-born player 
like Ohtani rising to the pinnacle 
of America’s pastime has given 
many people a positive role 
model to look up to. Ohtani is 
everything an athlete should be: 
humble, gracious, decent, not to 
mention a heck of a lot of fun to 
watch. We should all be grateful 
that we got the chance to watch 
him play in our lifetimes. 

Jack Sherman
Sports Writer

Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles Angels in 2019. Photo & caption courtesy of Keith Allison via Wikimedia Com-
mons.

It would be an understatement 
to say that this past offseason was 
the most important offseason in 
New England Patriots history. 
Last season marked the first time 
the Patriots had a losing season 
in 20 years. Much of the Patriots’ 
lack of success a season ago 
came from the fact that Covid-19 
caused a few key players to miss 
games and some players to hold 
out the entire season. But it is safe 
to say that allowing the greatest 
quarterback of all time to depart 
with little to no push back will 
always be known as the main 
reason for poor play, especially 
considering that quarterback went 
on to win a Super Bowl in his first 

season away from the team.
After 20 years of sheer 

dominance, losing has become 
unacceptable in New England. 
Therefore, once free agency 
rolled around, Bill Belichick 
showed that he was not messing 
around, spending upwards of 
$230 million to improve the team. 
Despite all of the money the Pats 
threw around in free agency, there 
are still a couple of positions that 
could use some improvement.

Wide receiver is a position 
that Belichick assessed in free 
agency when they acquired 
Nelson Agholor and Kendrick 
Bourne. However, even though 
those two add solid depth to the 
wide receiver position, neither of 
those players supply very much 

top-end talent at the position 
as they are both number two 
receivers at best. Then again, one 
could argue the Patriots haven’t 
had a top end outside wide 
receiver since Randy Moss, so it 
is not unusual for the Pats to not 
have a true number one receiver.

The next mystery with the 
Patriots, and what has been the 
million-dollar question since the 
NFL draft, has been who will be 
the Patriots starting quarterback 
come week one? Going into 
preseason, and all throughout 
preseason, it seemed like the 
predetermined week one starter 
was going to be Cam Newton. 
That is, until Newton was 
surprisingly cut following the 
third and final preseason game, 

thus allowing rookie QB Mac 
Jones to step in right away as the 
starter week one.

The Patriots will be kicking 
off week one this week against 
the Miami Dolphins, where we 
will see two former Alabama 
quarterbacks and teammates face 
off against each other for the 
first time, Tua Tagovailoa and 
Mac Jones. It is safe to say that 
Jones will be under a microscope 
to start the season because fans 
want to see if Jones can truly 
be the successor to Tom Brady. 
Obviously, Jones likely will not 
reach the heights that Brady has 
reached in his career, but if you’re 
telling me that Jones can be a 
guy who can consistently make 
the playoffs and can maybe win 

a Super Bowl or two, then that 
would definitely be a win.

Season Prediction: 12–5 
Wild Card

If you ask me, I believe that 
the 2021 Patriots can and will be 
significantly better than the 2020 
Patriots. The Pats front seven on 
the defensive end will be a force to 
be reckoned with this season and 
they will absolutely win games on 
defense. If you ask me, I believe 
that going from Cam Newton to 
Mac Jones is an upgrade as well. 
At the end of the day, with the 
Patriots’ easier schedule, not only 
will they make the playoffs, but 
don’t be surprised if they win a 
few playoff games as well.

Patriots offseason recap and season prediction
Jonathan Hopkins
Sports Editor

Does art help our brains?

UMass Boston student Bianca Oppedisano works on a painting in the Campus 
Center. Photo By Dom Ferreira / Photography Editor
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“Rick and Morty” is a vulgar 
but well-conceived animated 
series that was first released back 
in 2013 by creators Justin Roland 
and Dan Harmon. The series 
centers around character Rick 
and his sci-fi adventures with 
his grandson Morty. What was 
supposed to be more of a carefree 
creation of a show soon turned 
into an in-depth production with 
twists and turns that continued to 
pull fans in. 

With its raunchy humor 
and bright animation, this show 
became a hit almost immediately. 
Five seasons later and it is still 
one of the most watched animated 
shows currently on air.

Its much anticipated season 
finale aired this past Sunday and 
sparked a lot of talk amongst 
devoted fans as the episode seems 
to have answered many questions 
surrounding the “Rick and Morty” 
timeline.

I will be talking spoilers 
in this article so if you haven’t 
already watched the episode, go 
watch it and come back! 

In the season finale, we 
finally get answers to questions 
that some of us have had since 
season one. 

For example, what happened 
to Evil Rick? 

Evil Rick was introduced to 
us back in season one. 

This show likes to play with 
a multiverse concept and we see 

multiple versions of Rick, Morty 
and their family throughout the 
episodes.

One of them is Evil Rick. 
However, fans learn that Evil 
Rick was not himself in the first 
place. He was a cyborg being 
controlled by Evil Morty who is 
considered to be the show’s most 
critical villain. He plays a huge 
role in this season finale as well. 

After his plans are foiled, we 
see Evil Morty and other Mortys 
make their way to the Citadel. 

We also get more insight 
into Rick’s backstory which has 
been mentioned and hinted at 
throughout the seasons. In this 
season finale “Rickmurai Jack,” 
Evil Morty scans Rick’s brain 
allowing us to see what really 
happened to his wife. 

We see an alternative Rick 
offer Rick C-137 some high tech, 
but the real Rick actually declines. 
This upsets the alternative Rick 
who then uses a bomb on Rick’s 
family. 

After this, Rick uses the 
technology to travel through the 
multiverse killing many Ricks 
and trying to find the killer. 
Once he becomes tired of killing 
and with no luck of finding the 
killer Rick, Rick finds refuge in a 
reality where Beth, his daughter, 
is still alive, and he goes on to live 
with her and her family. This is 
the universe that we are familiar 
with and love. 

This is ultimately how Rick 
met Morty. 

Speaking of the multiverse, 
we also come to understand an 
important effect called the Central 
Finite Curve. This is what has 
kept the show and the universes 
in check and in control for Rick. 

To keep things short, this 
“curve” basically isolates the 
universes in which Rick is the 
smartest person or creature of 
all. This is something we’ve 
seen throughout the show and 
something that most people have 
just blindly accepted. However, 
Evil Morty gives us more insight 
into the fact that the curve is 
keeping away universes in which 
Rick is not the smartest creature 
in that reality. 

Evil Morty describes it as 
“an infinite crib built around an 
infinite f****** baby.” 

Towards the end of the 
finale, we experience Evil Morty 
leaving the curve in order to find 
a universe in which Rick is not 
the smartest guy around. We see 
the Citadel get destroyed in order 
for him to do this. 

We get left with some 
questions by the end of this 
episode. Did this destroy the 
barrier within the curve? If so, 
does this leave Rick exposed 
to the possibility of not being 
the smartest guy in a universe? 
Then there is a possibility that 
Evil Morty may be gone forever 
leaving Rick and Morty to live at 
peace in their reality. 

Will the creators of the show 
take this as an opportunity to 

simplify their plot and focus more 
on linear storytelling, or will they 
use it to make things even more 
complex than before? Will we see 
more characters and villains that 
may actually give Rick a run for 
his money? 

There are many possibilities 
for season six which we’re just 
going to have to wait and see. 

Mikayla MacKay
Arts & Lifestyle Editor
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“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings” review

Going to the movies has been 
a rare occurrence for me lately. I 
suspect that this is true for many 
others. So, when I went to see 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings”, I was practically 
desperate to have a fun time. 
Seeing a bomb after a year and 
a half indoors would have been 
devastating. Luckily, I really 
enjoyed it.

I will try to stay clear of 
spoilers in this review, as the film 
just came out. So, to give a spoiler-
free plot summary of “Shang-
Chi”, our titular hero (played 
by Simu Liu) is the son of Xu 
Wenwu, a legendary, centuries-
old figure with a criminal empire. 
He raises his son to follow in his 
footsteps, training him in martial 
arts. Shang-Chi eventually runs 
away from his father, hoping 
to create a new life for himself. 
However, ten years later Shang-
Chi must confront Xu Wenwu in 
an international adventure. 

To put it plainly, it’s the kind 
of fun someone can expect from 
a blockbuster-Disney movie. 
Those looking for subversions of 
the genre or graphic violence will 
find themselves disappointed. 
With a few exceptions (mainly 
visual—but more on that later), 
it’s standard fun for Marvel. And 
there’s nothing wrong with that! 
It’s adventurous escapism, and a 
good time at the movies. 

Shang-Chi as a character was 

heavily inspired by the Bruce Lee 
movies of the 70s. His comic was 
titled “Master of Kung-Fu”. So, it 
figures that the fight scenes in the 
movie are extremely well done. 
If you’ve seen the trailers, you 
know there is a scene that takes 
place on a bus. I had seen the 
trailers, and was waiting for the 
sequence, but was not expecting 
it to be as exciting as it was. The 
focus was less on the realism and 
brutality of fighting and instead 
on choreography. The characters’ 
movements looked dance-like, as 
if they were more reflections of 
an internal/emotional back and 
forth than a desperate struggle to 
stay alive, which brings us to the 
movie’s other focus.

As evident by the plot 
synopsis above, the film heavily 
focuses on familial relationships. 
Whether it’s Shang-Chi’s 
relationship with his father, 
sister, or mother, there is a strong 
exploration of what grief can do 
to a family. Will it irreversibly 
change people? Can grief ever 
be conquered completely? What 
is our responsibility to those who 
remain? All of these things are at 
least briefly explored. 

This isn’t the only Marvel 
movie to touch on family. “Thor”, 
“Guardians of the Galaxy”, and 
even the Avengers movies all 
do so, too. Part of the draw to 
superhero-team movies is the 
dynamic, and seeing people 
with great power have the 
same relationships that we do. 
However, this movie went beyond 

the surface level familial themes 
of “Avengers: Endgame”. It’s a 
true part of its DNA. Xu Wenwu, 
as played by Tony Leung, was 
a great villain with an unusual 
motivation. Personally, I’d say it 
handled family dynamics nearly 
as well as the “Guardians of the 
Galaxy” films, but that’s just a 
matter of opinion. 

The visuals in this movie 
were a breath of fresh air from 
the usual big cities and bigger 
explosions that are usually found 
in summer blockbusters. I don’t 
want to spoil all of the visuals, but 
they were generally influenced by 
Asian cultures. The dragon (as 
seen in promos for the film) is 
not so much of the Hobbit/Harry 
Potter variety, but was much more 
colorful. None of the CGI was 
Thanos-level realistic, but was 
still energetic. I had a lot of fun 
seeing the fantastical worlds and 
creatures as they were introduced.

So far, “Shang-Chi and the 
Legend of the Ten Rings” has 
made a great deal of money, 
breaking Labor-Day weekend 
records with its opening weekend. 
The nearly all-Asian cast is an 
accomplishment in the superhero 
genre that is being celebrated 
internationally in theaters. If 
you’re into action/adventure 
movies, and are comfortable 
going into theaters, then go and 
see it. It seems like everybody 
else is. 

   

Kyle Makkas
Arts Writer

Promotional poster for Shang Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings. Graphic 
sourced from IMDb. Copyright Disney/Marvel.

In the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, streaming services have 
become more popular than ever 
before. Between industry staples 
such as Netflix and Hulu, and 
up-and-coming sites like HBO 
Max and Peacock, the ability 
to find something to watch has 
become fairly easy. However, this 
convenience and popularity may 
pose a sinister threat to the industry 
as a whole. 

Due to the pandemic, standard 
movie releases in theaters have not 
been as accessible as they once 
were. This has opened a new avenue 
of movie premieres, though, right 
from the comfort of the viewer’s 
home. Many streaming services—
most notably Disney+ and HBO 
Max—allow customers to watch 
new films for a short period of 
time as many times as they’d like 
before the films would be removed 
from the platform and added again 
at a later date. Though Disney+’s 
early access is an additional cost—
subscribers would pay a one time 
$30 fee and have access to all of 
the Premier Access films as they 
would be released—HBO Max 
released its films at no additional 
cost to the subscriber. While this 
may seem like a great idea in terms 
of accessibility and appeal, this 
transition also poses many issues to 
the media world entirely. 

On one hand, the ability to 
watch a movie anytime allows for 
more flexibility than the traditional 
viewing experience. A viewer can 
start a film when they get a bit of 
spare time, and pick it up again at 
a later date, without the concern 
of setting off two or three hours to 
watch the movie in theatres. They 
most likely know that the film will 
pick up where they left off, and they 
can continue enjoying the movie 
like before. Streaming services 

also allow more accessibility for 
families, disabled people, and 
those who work long or atypical 
days, since they don’t have to be 
tied to the constraints of a theater’s 
hours of operation and limited 
accessibility options. 

However, this new world of 
releases also poses a few problems 
on a smaller and larger scale for 
the industry. As movie companies 
transition towards partially or 
fully releasing their films on 
streaming services, the experience 
of going to the movies can be lost. 
Though families and individuals 
can make popcorn and turn down 
the lights in the comfort of their 
own homes, it cannot recreate the 
feeling of settling into the theater 
and watching the trailers and pre-
show content whilst waiting for 
the movie. For many families, too, 
going to the movies has often been 
seen as a reward or a treat, which 
will be lost if film companies 
transition towards streaming 
platform releases. 

On a larger scale, the transition 
towards premieres on streaming 
services poses a problem for actors 
and the companies they make 
their films with. In the past few 
months, Disney+ has received a 
large amount of negative attention 
in regards to the way they have 
released their recent films, as well 
as the way these releases impact 
the contracts the company has 
placed their actors in. Actors such 
as Scarlett Johansson, Emma Stone 
and Emily Blunt have all spoken out 
about their contracts being violated. 
As Brent Lang and Rebecca Rubin 
for Variety write: 

“In a lawsuit filed Thursday 
[July 22] in Los Angeles Superior 
Court, attorneys for Johansson 
allege that the star’s contract 
was breached when the studio 
opted not to debut the film 
exclusively in theaters, a move 
they claim depressed ticket sales 

for the Avengers spinoff. Much 
of Johansson’s compensation was 
tied to the box office performance 
of ‘Black Widow’—if it hit certain 
benchmarks, bonuses would kick 
in.” (1)

Though “Black Widow” 
excelled in the box office and 
brought in $80 million on opening 
weekend in North America alone, 
as well as another $60 million 
globally on Disney+ on opening 
weekend (according to Frank 
Pallotta from CNN Business), the 
fact that Disney disregarded the 
contract provided to their actors in 
order to possibly make a bit more 
money still stands. 

After Johannson spoke out 
about the breach of her contract, 
many other Disney actors began 
to follow suit. Both Emily Blunt 
and Emma Stone, who had similar 
releases and contract woes as 
Johannson, have been noted as 
considering the option to join the 
lawsuit. 

On the other end, there are 
the films attempting to use both 
streaming platforms and traditional 
theaters to their advantage. Marvel’s 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings” is implementing a new 
strategy of releasing the movie in 
theaters for a period of time and, 45 
days after the initial release, the film 

would be released onto Disney+. 
Though this model seems to be a 
great idea in theory—those who are 
really intrigued or are capable of 
going to the theater will go whilst 
it’s in theaters, and those who are 
less capable or do not have the time 
to go to the theater can wait until 
it’s released on Disney+—Disney 
has come under fire recently for 
calling this model an “interesting 
experiment.” As Jacob Sarkisian 
for Insider writes: 

“Chapek had used the word 
‘experiment’ during an investor’s 
call on Aug. 12 when he discussed 
how ‘Shang-Chi’ and ‘Free Guy’ 
would be released exclusively 
in theaters as opposed to both in 
theaters and on Disney+ like recent 
movies ‘Black Widow’, ‘Cruella’, 
and ‘Jungle Cruise’. Referencing 
‘Shang-Chi’’s 45-day theatrical 
window, Chapek called the plan ‘an 
interesting experiment for us.’” He 
continued, “‘The prospect of being 
able to take a Marvel title to the 
service after going theatrical with 
45 days will be yet another data 
point to inform our actions going 
forward on our titles.’” (2)

Though the concept on its own 
is relatively harmless, the choice to 
begin this “experiment” with the 
first Marvel movie with an Asian 
lead—out of all of the films that 

have been pushed out over the 
course of the past few months—has 
risen a few eyebrows, including 
“Shang-Chi”’s star, Simu Liu, who 
voiced his thoughts on Twitter 
following Chapek’s call. 

“Shang Chi star Simu Liu 
took to Twitter to voice his 
objection of Chapek’s use of the 
word ‘experiment,’ saying: ‘We 
are not an experiment. We are the 
underdog; the underestimated. We 
are the ceiling-breakers. We are the 
celebration of culture and joy that 
will persevere after an embattled 
year. We are the surprise. I’m fired 
the f--k up to make history on Sept. 
3; JOIN US.’” (2)

Whether streaming services 
dominate the film industry and 
wipe out the traditional ways of 
consuming movies, or remain as a 
secondary option for the fast-paced, 
ever-changing world, it’s apparent 
the streaming industry will be in the 
movie world for years to come. 

(1) “‘Black Widow’ streaming 
numbers fire up the ScarJo vs 
Disney lawsuit”

(2) ” Kevin Feige says 
Disney CEO’s ‘experiment’ 
comment about ‘Shang-Chi’ was a 
‘misunderstanding’”

Streaming services: a blessing or threat in disguise for 
modern age media?
Katrina Sanville
Arts Writer

Fan art for Rick and Morty. Graphic courtesy of Sabotage21 via Pixabay.

Streaming a movie from Netflix. Photo by Mel Berilo / Mass Media Contributor.

What can we do about Afghanistan?

On Sunday, Aug. 15, news 
organizations across the globe 
broke the news that the Taliban 
had overtaken Afghanistan. An 
article from AP News describes 
the situation, titled “Taliban 
sweep into Afghan capital after 
government collapses.” (1) This 
was seemingly the final frontier 
as the Taliban finally captured 
the capital of Afghanistan. As 
the Taliban prepares to rule 
Afghanistan, we may feel 
helpless in this situation. As 
Westerners, and college students 
in particular, we often find 
ourselves disconnected from 
situations involving international 
relations. However, there are 
certain things we can do to ensure 
that we are aware of situations 
and use our positions to help 
the plight of those who are less 
fortunate than us. 

Do your own research.
While it may be easy and 

convenient to read the headlines 
from Apple News or listen to a 
friend’s political analysis, doing 
your own research cannot be 
understated. When it comes to 
matters of international relations 
and international conflicts, gaining 
an international perspective is 
key in understanding the broad 
context of the situation. Don’t 
limit yourself to American news 
organizations such as ABC, 
CBS or Bloomberg. Expand 
your political sources to include 
international sources so you 
can understand a wide scope of 
opinions. Popular international 
publications such as France24, 
DW News (Germany) and South 
China Morning Post provide 
international news in English. 
You must keep in mind that all 
news organizations have some 
biases associated with their news 
coverage, so understanding these 

biases is extremely important, 
particularly in matters involving 
the toppling of governments. 

The United States is not 
innocent in this matter. 

The time the United States 
has spent in Afghanistan makes 
this war the longest in U.S. 
history. As the NY Times reports, 
“On Aug. 30, the United States 
removed all military forces from 
Afghanistan — ending America’s 
longest war nearly 20 years after it 
began.” (2) In addition to the time 
spent in Afghanistan, the United 
States has also spent a huge sum 
of money in attempts to free the 
nation from terrorism. According 
to Forbes, “The United States has 
spent more than $2 trillion on the 
war in Afghanistan. That’s $300 
million dollars per day, every 
day, for two decades.” (3) These 
numbers are absolutely bizarre 
considering the United States 
still lags behind European nations 
in social services it provides to 

its citizens such as healthcare, 
paid leave, and many other basic 
services. Yet, the United States 
was able to spend the net worth 
of the 30 richest billionaires in 
America combined, and in the 
end the Taliban still assumed 
control of Afghanistan, even 
after two decades of American 
involvement. 

The United States is not some 
holy savior that can free any nation 
of terrorism. From Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Syria and across the world, 
the United States is notorious for 
its military involvement across 
the globe. This involvement is a 
result of the military-industrial 
complex that the US has 
exhibited throughout its long, 
storied history. Understanding 
and condemning this constant 
military involvement that cost the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
American lives is a major step in 
impacting international conflicts 
across the world. 

As college students, we may 
feel helpless against the huge 
movements occurring on the 
international stage. Educating 
yourself is a huge step forward in 
making an impact on international 
issues. Without this education, 
we may continue to feel helpless 
against major geopolitical 
movements. Understanding the 
underlying factors at play will 
make you a more informed voter 
and a better global citizen. 

(1) “Taliban sweep into 
Afghan capital after government 
collapses”

(2) “Lesson of the Day: ‘The 
U.S. War in Afghanistan: How It 
Started, and How It Ended’”

(3) “The War In Afghanistan 
Cost America $300 Million Per 
Day For 20 Years, With Big Bills 
Yet To Come”

Matthew Reiad
Opinions Editor 
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University students across 
many different majors all have 
basic requirements that must 
be completed in order to be 
awarded a college diploma. These 
requirements could be English, 
math, diversity, humanities, 
science, or several other basic 
requirements. One interesting 
subject that is not a requirement 
for all majors is Economics. 
Economics should be a basic 
college requirement for anyone 
looking to get a college diploma 
and enter the workforce. The basic 
principles taught in Economics 
can apply to any major, and are 
extremely important for anyone 
looking to enter the workforce. 
Economics covers a wide range 
of important factors that are 
important for any consumer 
or employee to understand. 
Having a basic understanding of 
economics, regardless of your 
field of study, can put you ahead 
of your peers and change the 
whole perception of the world 
you live in.

As an Economics major 
myself, some may suggest 
that I write this with a great 
deal of bias. However, the 
principles I learned in many of 
my economics classes became 
very important when I analyzed 
political phenomena such as 
wealth and income inequality, 
and concepts such as supply and 
demand. Any consumer interacts 
with the marketplace and is 
affected by aspects of both micro 
and macroeconomics. Thus, 
understanding the underlying 
factors at play will help you 
become a more informed voter, 
a smarter consumer, and a more 
intelligent employee. Without 

Economics, you might not 
understand how prices are set the 
way they are, how supply chains 
work, or how the banking system 
functions. These aspects of our 
society are so basic, and everyone 
utilizes them, yet we fail to 
understand exactly how and why 
they function in the manner that 
they do. 

Supply and demand 
One of the first economic 

principles taught to Economics 
majors is known as supply and 
demand. While most people have 
a basic understanding of supply 

and demand, most don’t truly 
understand the ways in which 
supply and demand impact our 
day-to-day lives. As Investopedia 
describes it: “The law of supply 

and demand is a theory that 
explains the interaction between 
the sellers of a resource and the 
buyers for that resource. The 
theory defines the relationship 
between the price of a given good 
or product and the willingness 
of people to either buy or sell 
it. Generally, as price increases, 
people are willing to supply 
more and demand less and vice 
versa when the price falls” (1). 
This basic principle not only 
impacts goods but also impacts 
services and wages. As the supply 
of certain skillsets decreases, 

the demand increases, thereby 
increasing the wages that an 
employer is willing to pay for 
that service. This is especially 
important for college students 

early in their college careers, 
understanding how and why an 
athlete is paid more than a doctor 
can help them make informed 
decisions about their careers. 

Market competition 
While capitalism is imperfect 

and has many flaws, one of the 
greatest aspects of capitalism is 
its ability to create competition 
within economies. The example 
I often give is a Starbucks 
across the street from a Dunkin’ 
Donuts. These two companies 
must compete for employees, 
customers and goods. As they 

compete with each other, they 
improve each other, each one 
undercutting the other in costs, 
improving the goods they sell, and 
increasing benefits for employees. 

This rampant competition causes 
some businesses to thrive and 
others to go bankrupt. However, 
when monopolies form, this 
competition ends and anti-trust 
laws must be implemented. 

Economics is by far one of 
the most fascinating subjects and 
it’s no wonder why it is one of 
the most popular majors and a 
major that can be applied to many 
different fields. I recommend 
everyone—whether you are a 
biology major, political science 
major, nursing major, English 
major, or anything in between—

to take a basic economics course. 
You will be surprised how much 
you’ll learn and how much your 
worldview will change. 

Matthew Reiad
Opinions Editor 
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The suggestion box: A modernized solution to 
school-related issues

Education. A word that describes the 
intake of knowledge through learning. 
With education comes an important part of 
a healthy learning environment: feedback. 
Without the feedback of students and 
parents, the school system is incomplete. 

How will they know if the rules and 
methods they have set up are truly 
benefiting students? Are there any changes 
that should be made?

Well, I have a solution! The suggestion 
box. This is an idea that will allow students 
to express their opinions without feeling 
like they will be judged or questioned. 
This can be set up in the classroom where 
students can anonymously share their 
questions, concerns or any suggestions 
they have with their teachers. This way, 

teachers can get to know what students like 
and dislike about the class. Additionally, 
educators will be able to recognize whether 
there are any improvements or changes 

that can be made which would benefit both 
the students and the educators themselves. 

The suggestion box can also be 
implemented in the main office near 
the entrance of the school for parents, 
guardians, and/or caregivers to stop by and 
anonymously express their thoughts on the 
school systems, suggestions, complaints 
or concerns they may have. It’s an easy 
way to have everyone’s voices heard 
and improve the education system for 
the better. Everyone’s feedback is really 
important, and perhaps the suggestion 
box could spark new ideas which are 
crucial to a healthy school environment. 
By having a suggestion box, the school 
administration will be able to address any 
issues or concerns that they would not have 
been aware of, some of which may even be 
serious. This way, everyone can stay more 
connected. 

The school administration could have 
monthly meetings to discuss the issues that 
are being raised through the suggestion 
box and come up with solutions that can be 
used to improve the issue. The suggestion 
box is a great way for the school to show 
that they value the opinions of their 
students and caregivers. This allows 
students and parents to be able to share 
concerns that they may not be comfortable 
sharing if it wasn’t anonymous. From my 
own experience, I’ve felt the need for a 

suggestion box multiple times throughout 
my education. I’ve met with teachers 
during individual meetings and had 
conversations with my guidance counselor 
about my concerns many times. However, 
I felt as though my concerns weren’t taken 
seriously enough and my issue wasn’t 
discussed by the school administration. 

Everyone’s point of view is equally 
valuable because we all have different 
ideas. Through the suggestion box, the 
school administration and educators can be 
open to new ideas that they may not have 
thought of. All students have a different 
way of learning and some teaching 
methods might not work for everyone, 
which is why it’s so important to have a 
suggestion box. Students would be able 
to freely express their thoughts on the 
methods, instruction and the environment 
created in the classroom. 

At UMass Boston, near the end of 
each semester, we have feedback surveys, 
otherwise known as course evaluations. 
I’m glad that the university came up 
with this form that allows students to 
give feedback on their instructors and 
courses. It’s important to know how the 
course and methods of teaching can be 
better improved. The suggestion box will 
transform the school system for the better. 
It’s time to bring change!

Aanchal Kumar
Opinions Writer
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