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SPORTS FAITH

RISE & SHINE
Weekly Tyler prayer
breakfast feeds both
body and spirit

BIG WIN
Hamels, Beltre lead
Rangers past Angels

FIND UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF EAST TEXAS AT TYLERPAPER.COM

Bible 
verse Weather

“As for God, his way is perfect: The
Lord’s word is flawless; he shields all
who take refuge in him.” (Psalm 18:30) 

High

93

Low

74 Stocks
PARTLY SUNNY
See the Tyler-East Texas 3-day
forecast on Page 8B.

FOLLOW US ONLINE
“Like” the TylerPaper on
Facebook for latest news.

DOW

+94.30

NASDAQ

+63.61

INSIDE TODAY OBITUARIES 5A BUSINESS 2A MARKETPLACE 5B COMICS 4B PUZZLES 6B, 8B FAITH 7A OPINION 4A SPORTS 1B VARIETY 8B

LAW ENFORCEMENT   |   ENSURING SAFETY

MINEOLA VFD RODEO   |   CONTINUES TONIGHT LENGTHY DISCUSSION

Sheriff ’s office issued new rifle-resistant ballistic plates, vests 

LOUANNA CAMPBELL
lcampbell@tylerpaper.com

Smith County Sheriff’s
deputies stood in formation in
front of Lone Star Church Fri-
day to honor Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s request for all Texas law
enforcement officers to turn
on their red and blue lights for
one minute at 10 a.m. Friday.

Abbott issued the
statewide call for the public to
stand with law enforcement
officers and honor all peace
officers across the state to
mark the one-year anniver-
sary of the attack that left five

Dallas law enforcement offi-
cers dead and seven
wounded. 

The deadly ambush by a
lone gunman during what or-
ganizers had hoped would be
a peaceful protest in down-
town Dallas left many won-
dering how they could help
their local law enforcement

agencies. 
That’s when State Sen.

Kevin Eltife got the idea to
start the “We Back Our Law
Enforcement Campaign,”
which funded the purchase of
300 rifle-resistant vests for all
officers with the Tyler Police
Department and Smith
County Sheriff’s Office.

On Friday, the Smith
County Sheriff’s Office started
issuing their new Level III
rifle-rated ballistic plates and
tactical vests acquired
through the campaign.

SCHUYLER
WICK/STAFF 

SMITH
COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OF
FICE Deputy
Jacob Hart (left)
signs for his
new Level III
ballistic panels
and 5.11 Tacti-
cal vest from
Sgt. Justin
Stockwell
(right) at the
Smith County
Emergency Op-
erations Center
in Tyler on  Fri-
day. 

Trump confronts
Putin directly on
election hacking
in first meeting

DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
AND VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV

Associated Press

HAMBURG, Germany — At long last face
to face, President Donald Trump confronted
Russian President Vladimir Putin directly Fri-
day over Moscow’s meddling in the 2016 pres-
idential campaign, as the two leaders sought
to use their historic
first meeting to move
past the issue and
forge closer coopera-
tion on Syria.

In a two-hours-plus
meeting in Germany,
Trump and Putin had
a “robust and lengthy”
discussion about the
interference, though
Putin denied involve-
ment, said Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson.
His Russian counter-
part, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, said
Trump had accepted Putin’s assurances that
Russia didn’t meddle in the U.S. election — a
divergent description of the conversation that
illustrated each country’s effort to show its
leader had held his ground.

“I think the president is rightly focused on
how do we move forward from something that
may be an intractable disagreement at this
point,” said Tillerson, who took part in the
meeting along with Lavrov.

Trump’s decision to raise the issue directly
with Putin fulfilled ardent demands by U.S.
lawmakers of both parties that the president
not shy away from the issue in his highly an-
ticipated meeting with Putin. Trump has
avoided stating unequivocally in the past that
Russia interfered, even as investigations pro-
ceed into whether Trump’s campaign colluded
with Russians who sought to help him win.

On one point, Putin and Trump agreed,
Tillerson said: The issue has become a hin-
drance to better relations between the two
powers. The two leaders agreed to continue

MORE INSIDE
A year afer slayings, Dallas
police train in ‘mindfulness,’
Page 3A

CLOSER LOOK

Deputies honor fallen Dallas officers 1 year later

EVAN VUCCI/AP

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump meets with
Russian President Vladimir Putin at the G20
Summit on Friday in Hamburg, Germany.

MORE INSIDE
■ U.S., Russia 
announce Syria
cease-fire after
Trump-Putin talks,
Page 3A
■ Germany hosts
“difficult” G-20 talks
on trade, climate,
Page 6A
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Hangin’ Tough

CHELSEA PURGAHN/STAFF 

A PERSON COMPETES DURING THE bareback bronc riding competition during the Mineola Volunteer Fire Department Rodeo at
the Fire Department Rodeo Arena in Mineola on Friday. The rodeo featured a number of rodeo events from barrel racing to steer
wrestling. Below, Kevin Boyles (left) preps for the saddle bronc competition during the rodeo.

Mineola VFD Rodeo
benefits department,
brings fun to town

CHELSEA PURGAHN
cpurgahn@tylerpaper.com

“How many of you are sweating pro-
fusely?” West Huggins chuckled as he
asked the crowd at the beginning of the
Mineola Volunteer Fire Department
Rodeo.

The muggy summer weather didn’t
damper the energy or the action Friday
evening though, as hundreds in the stands
cheered as cowboys and cowgirls gave
their all in their respective competitions.

“It’s an award-winning rodeo that’s
extra special, because everything is for the
benefit of the fire department. It’s one of
the last few rodeos that truly gives back,”
Huggins said.

Nearly a dozen children competed in
the mutton busting competition before the
standard rodeo events, including bareback
bronc riding, barrel racing, breakaway rop-
ing, bull riding, ranch bronc, saddle bronc

riding, steer wrestling, team roping and tie-
down roping.

Flying C Rodeo Co. provides all the
bucking stock and the timed event cattle
for the rodeo. 

“The main goal of our company is to
keep the rodeo industry alive and to enter-
tain the general public by keeping the con-

sistent excitement throughout each rodeo
event,” the company’s Facebook page said.

The rodeo continues Saturday evening,
with mutton busting beginning at 7 p.m.
and the rodeo beginning at 8 p.m. at the
Fire Department Rodeo Arena in Mineola.

TWITTER & INSTAGRAM: @Chelsea_Purgahn


