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541-813-9261
ASK FOR JUDE

www.JudeHodgeBroker.com

I offer professional service from 
BROOKINGS ALL THE 
WAY TO YACHATS 
for SELLERS wishing to 
sell their homes and BUYERS 
looking to live on the OREGON COAST!

Contact me for a no-obligation buyer’s tour of  the area!

Jude Hodge, Broker
RE/MAX Coast and Country
703 Chetco Ave, Brookings•541-412-9535 x117 

www.HomeWithJude.com

Licensed in OR

RE
AD

ER
S’ CHOICE AWARDS

Curry Coastal

Pilot
Gold Winner

20212021
2014: Executive Award 
2015-2016: Platinum Award
2017: Hall of Fame Award 
2017-2020: Chairman’s Award
2019 Real Trends #6 State of Oregon 
2020: Diamond Club Award 
2020: #1 RE/MAX Broker in the State of Oregon 
2021: Diamond Club Award 
2021: Lifetime Achievement Award 
2021: Real Trends Top 1000 List -
       #112 in the nation all agencies 
2021: Real Trends #1 State of Oregon - Transactions
2021: #1 RE/MAX Broker in the State of Oregon
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LISTING YOUR HOME IS 
SERIOUS BUSINESS!
My background is marketing and I am 
very serious about marketing your home 
to get it SOLD! Sit down with me for a 
few minutes and lets evaluate the value 
of your home. Let’s look at the current 
market price through comparables and 
see if now is the right time for you to list 
your home.

Our selling season does not end in this 
area. The majority of my clients have 
been over the age of 51 and retiring. 
Many were here for the busy season and 
went home without buying anything!! 
Our market has been so lean with listings 
that several of my clients check in with 
me weekly to see if there is anything new 
on the market. Everyday is a good day 
to get your home listed. Call me for a no 
obligation valuation of your home. It will 
be quick and painless I promise!!

SELLING?
I offer cutting edge technology and 
marketing for every listing, it doesn’t 
matter if it’s a mobile or a mansion I 
appreciate every listing and go above 
and beyond for my sellers. “Not 
advertising is like winking in the dark, 
nobody knows”.

BUYING?
Let me take you on a no obligation 
buyers tour of our area. It’s important you 
know all you can about the area you’re 
buying in. Let’s find the area you love and 
then a move in ready home, a fixer, or the 
perfect spot to build on.

Real estate agent honored
A Brookings broker/realtor has been ranked #1 in transac-
tions for the entire state of Oregon, and #3 for volume 
in 2021. Jude Hodge was also the #1 RE/MAX broker in 
Oregon, in the Real Trends Top 1000, and ranked #112 in 
the Nation for All Agencies.  
 
Jude said her success is directly related to her passion 
and her time commitment to real estate. “I am diligent 
with my time each and every day,” said Jude. “ I work 
24/7— no kidding! You must make sacrifices for success, 
and for me the sacrifice is time.”
 
Jude has lived in Brookings, Ore., for more than 30 years. 
With a background in internet marketing and sales, she has 
been a Top Multi Million Producer since her first year in real 
estate. “Currently I am in the top 0.5 percent of all agents 
in the U.S. in sales and volume,” she said. “I love my career 
and serving my clients. I am dedicated to results.”
 
The real estate industry has changed quite a bit since 
Jude first started her career. She said it has gone from 
foreclosures to waiting lists, to multiple offers and offers 
way over asking price. “Brookings is now a destination 
for buyers, and we have more buyers than we have 
inventory to sell,” she said.
 
But as the industry has evolved, so has Jude. “I feel like 
real estate is literally in my blood. I am not hesitant to 
take on a luxury home, a commercial property, land, 
residential or otherwise. I have learned enough to be 
100 percent confident in my abilities. I love people 
and working with the public. It is what I was sup-
posed to do.”
 
As for her future plans, Jude will continue to serve 
clients to the best of her ability. “I never want anyone 
to feel that they were just a transaction.  I am honored 
for every seller and buyer that calls me. I look forward 
to helping others every day. It is wonderful to meet the 
people I get to work with and get to know them and 
their families.”
  
As leader of her industry, Jude has some advice for 
other women seeking success. “Get up every day, give it 
your all, dress for success and never give up. Someone 
once told me that you must work as if the rent were due 
every day to gain success, and that is the truth. That is 
how you do it. Yesterday ended last night, so let yes-
terday stay where it is. You get a do over each day, and 
your attitude is everything!  As my mentor Bill Pike of 25 
years would say, ‘Let go of stinking thinking’.”
 
Jude also credits the support of her husband, Dave, for 
her continued success. “How fortunate I am to have a 
husband that supports my crazy schedule, late night 
phone calls, sitting on the side of the road while going 
somewhere so I can talk to a client. He does so much for 
me, hangs my signs, fills my fliers, and does all my filming. 
He’s very supportive, and I am beyond blessed.” 

 Paying for advertising has also played a part in Jude’s 
success. “Not advertising is like winking in the dark — 
nobody knows,” she said. Advertising isn’t cheap, but it 
is money well spent. “If you think success is expensive, 
wait until you’ve paid for failure.”
 
Jude has been published in Entrepreneur magazine, 
Networking Times, Cutting Edge Media, Home Busi-
ness Connection, Youngevity’s Magazine, Money Makers 
Monthly, Networker’s Advantage and is a contributing 
author in “Build it Big,” a book published by Dearborn 
Publishing for Direct Selling Women’s Alliance.
 
Her awards have been numerous, but below are some 
of her most recent accomplishments:
 
• 2020-2021 Diamond Club Award
• 2017-2021 Readers’ Choice Gold Award Best Local 
Realtor
• 2021 Real Trends #1 State of Oregon - Transactions
• 2021 Real Trends #112 in the Nation - All agencies 
• 2020-2021 #1 RE/MAX Broker in the State of Oregon 

To contact Jude, call 541-813-9261 or 541-801-3333, 
visit her website at homewithjude.com or email her at 
judehodge@gmail.com

CALL ME 24/7
judehodge@gmail.com

PHONE: (541) 813-9261
RE/MAX Coast and Country

703 Chetco Avenue, Brookings
Oregon 97415

www.HomewithJude.com

Here is a list of 
some of my awards

2014: Executive Award 
2015-2016: Platinum Award
2017: Hall of Fame Award 

2017-2020: Chairman’s Award
2019 Real Trends #6 State of Oregon 

2020: Diamond Club Award 
2020: #1 RE/MAX Broker in the State of Oregon 

2021: Diamond Club Award 
2021: Lifetime Achievement Award 

2021: Real Trends Top 1000 List 
- #112 in the nation all agencies 

2021: Real Trends #1 State of Oregon - Transactions
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Gardening is a rewarding hobby that has 
been linked to health benefits like reduced 
stress and improved mental well-being. 
Gardening also can lead to an inviting home 
landscape full of attractive blooms and/or 
delicious foods.
Backyard gardens have long been planted 
after clearing a plot of land, tilling and 
amending the soil, and planting rows of 
favorite crops. However, gardening can 
be less labor-intensive and even more 
successful when people consider the many 
benefits of container gardening.

What is container gardening?
As its name implies, container gardening 
is growing plants inside of containers. 
These containers can be flower pots, 
rectangular deck boxes or even large 
raised garden beds. 

Pros to container gardening
One of the advantages of container 
gardening is that plants can be moved 
in and out of sunlight to ensure the right 
growing conditions. This isn’t as easily 
achieved when gardens are stationary. Also, 
beginner gardeners may be more able to 
control soil conditions inside of a small 
container rather than a vast ground-based 
garden, which will require a good deal of 
manual labor. Pots and boxes also can be 
grouped together to create eye-popping 
displays, usually at lower costs than the 
sheer volume of plants that would be 
needed to fill out an expansive landscape.

Cons to container gardening
Container garden plants will not have 
direct access to the ground, so they need 
gardeners to create the ideal growing 
conditions. Developing the right care 

formula can be challenging. The home 
and garden resource The Spruce says 
that drainage is an important factor in 
container gardening, and most containers 
do not offer enough drainage holes. If 
water cannot escape the soil, the roots of 
the plants can rot and die. It’s not enough 
to add stones or gravel to the bottom of 
containers. Drill additional holes in the 
bottom (1⁄2-inch in diameter for small or 
medium-sized pots; one inch in diameter 
for larger pots). Also, be sure to check 
on soil moisture so that watering can be 
adjusted. During hot stretches, plants may 
need to be watered more frequently.

Plan for plants that play well
Grouping plants together can create visually 
stunning combinations. However, it is 
important to choose plants that require 
the same amount of light and moisture. 
Look at plant tags when visiting the garden 

center and select complementary plants, 
or ask a store employee. Mixing different 
plant shapes, colors and leaf textures, as 
well as plants of various heights, can help 
containers look filled out. 

Feed plants accordingly
Plants need nutrition to thrive in containers. 
Quality potting mixes will contain fertilizers, 
but nutrition will wane over time. Every 
couple of weeks, container plants will 
need either fresh potting mix or granular 
fertilizer added to feed them. Oregon State 
University Extension Services suggests using 
a slow-release fertilizer or worm castings 
several times throughout the season.
Container gardening is a great way to 
add plants to smaller patios, reduce the 
workload involved in maintaining expansive 
gardens, and customize conditions for 
optimal growth.  

The basics of container gardening

Our Services
Sub-Base Roadwork ~ Base Roadwork ~ Asphalt Paving ~ Underground Utility

Our Products
Asphalt ~ Aggregate ~ Concrete

16156 U.S. Hwy. 101
Brookings, OR 97415
(541) 469-5341

60021 Hwy 26
John Day, OR 97845

(541) 932-4888

Specializing in asphalt paving for businesses, residential and public sectors.

Tidewater Contractors, Inc.  is com-
mitted to providing superior aggregate, 
redi-mix concrete and asphalt products, 
as well as highway construction services 
to our customers by ensuring the high-
est quality materials are used and are 
delivered by an experienced and skillful 
workforce. We specialize in the construc-
tion of private, local, state and federal 
sector roadway projects and promote 
public safety for communities and highway 
travelers throughout Oregon and California. 
We strive to be a top employer in the com-
munity by providing a safe and friendly 
workplace where all employees are valued 
and appreciated for their hard work. We 
are dedicated to providing our customers 
with exceptional workmanship, excellent 
service and professional integrity.

We will continue as the leading sup-
plier  of high quality aggregate, redi-mix 
concrete and asphalt materials for Curry 
County, Oregon and Del Norte County, 
California. We strive to become the 
premier supplier of aggregate, redi-mix 
concrete and asphalt materials throughout 
all Oregon Counties and Coastal Califor-
nia. We will promote growth by provid-
ing exceptional customer service with a 
professional approach to constructing 
roadways which meet quality, budget 
and schedule goals. We continue to focus 
on public safety, employee safety, and 

maintenance of a clean and safe environ-
ment for all members in the communities 
in which we serve. We continue our long-
term commitment to habitat conservation 
and restoration, and strive to be a leader 
in ecological awareness.

Tidewater Contractors was established in 
Brookings, Oregon in 1978  by founders 
Jess Fitzhugh, Dave Baldwin, and Steve 
Salisbury. In its early years, the company 
provided services from logging timber 
and blasting rock quarries to roadway 
construction. As the demand for roadway 
construction grew in the surrounding 
counties, Tidewater revised its business 
strategy. The main focus became private 
and public sector roadway projects, and 
supplying aggregate, redi-mix concrete 
and asphalt materials to customers in 
Oregon and Coastal California. Tidewa-
ter continues as the leading supplier of 
roadway construction materials in Curry 
County and Del Norte County, and we are 
committed to constructing safe and long 
lasting roadways.

Jess Fitzhugh and David Baldwin bought 
out Steve Salsibury in 2003, but continued 
the founders’ goals to deliver excellent 
service and competitive prices to custom-
ers, and to create a safe and friendly work 
environment for all employees.

----PAID ADVERTISEMENT---
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IT PAYS TO BE A 
MEMBER!

QUEEN MATTRESSES
$19895

AMERICA’S WILD RIVERS COAST
FURNISHING

Starting at

VISIT BARRONSBUCKS.COM TO ENTER OUR REWARDS 
PROGRAM TO SAVE EVERYTIME YOU SHOP!

www.barronshomefurnishings.com
Text anytime 541.230.9368

Located 4 Minutes South 
97885 Shopping Center Avenue
Harbor, OR   |   541.412.1226

410 Oak Street Harbor, OR
541.412.0250  |  800.667.9990

& MATTRESSES

WE THOUGHT IT COULDN’T GET ANY BETTER.

WE WERE WRONG.
Designed with the most pressure-relieving material 

we’ve ever created and superior cool-to-touch  
comfort — for your deepest, most rejuvenating sleep.

MEET THE REINVENTED TEMPUR-PEDIC

RETAILER INFO

Copyright 2019 Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved.

WE THOUGHT IT COULDN’T GET ANY BETTER.

WE WERE WRONG.
Designed with the most pressure-relieving material 

we’ve ever created and superior cool-to-touch  
comfort — for your deepest, most rejuvenating sleep.

MEET THE REINVENTED TEMPUR-PEDIC

RETAILER INFO

Copyright 2019 Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Photo spreads in home design magazines 
can be awe-inspiring. Quite often homeown-
ers wish they could lift the looks right off the 
pages of magazines and transform their own 
homes into picture-perfect retreats.

It takes an eye for design to pull a room 
together — even with inspiration — and make 
it both functional and attractive. While hiring an 
interior designer is one way to go, homeown-
ers can use some of the tricks and techniques 
the designers employ to do a remarkably good 
job of improving the interiors of their homes 
without such help.

EMBRACE TEXTURE
The colors used in a home can add impact, 
but designers often utilize various textures to 
create aesthetic appeal. A single color scheme 
can be enhanced by various fabrics. Consider 
a leather sofa made more cozy with chenille 
pillows next to a rustic side table. Figure out 
ways to incorporate a few different textures to 
add depth to the room.

BE CAREFUL WITH COLOR
Many high-end homes showcase neutral 
shades that are enhanced by pops of color. 
If you like a rich, royal purple, leave room for 
other colors as well. Add touches of purple in 
vases, throw pillows and other accessories.

Also, many designers work in shades of three 
for room colors. There may be one main color 
for walls, another color for larger accents, 
such as couches and chairs, and then a third 
color that pops in accessories such as flowers, 
pillows and collectibles. These can be any 
colors, but the most muted tends to be the 
more abundant shade.
 
ADD A BIT OF BLING
Glittery items and metallics can add a touch of 
luxury feel to any space. A shiny table lamp, 
mirrors, a sparkling chandelier, and the like are 
easy ways to produce a high-end feel. Reflec-
tive surfaces also will cast light around the 
room, giving the illusion of a larger space.

CHOOSE A BIG STATEMENT PIECE
Many homeowners make the mistake of filling 
a room with several small pieces of furniture 
that only contribute to clutter. Instead, look for 
a statement piece, which can be a cabinet, 
armoire or chaise. Mix and match large and 
small elements for a sense of balance.

ACCESSORIZE
Finish the room with accessories and flowers. 
When placing and hanging knickknacks and 
wall art, odd-numbered groupings often look 
the most cohesive and interesting. Experiment 
with different scales and heights for even more 
dimension.

When inspiration hits, take some cues from 
interior design pros to make spaces look like 
they belong on the pages of your favorite 
magazines.

Secrets to making your home  
look like you hired a design pro
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SWEEP, SERVICES AND INSTALLS by Impact Construction
Licensed & Bonded CCB#165698

KOZY WOOD HEATING CENTERS INC.
2257 Broadway, North Bend, OR 97459

541-756-2712
CCB#40822

Certain home improvement projects are 
more complex than others. Projects that in-
volve working with gas lines are among the 
most complicated and risky undertakings, 
and even seasoned do-it-yourselfers are 
urged to leave such tasks to certified pro-
fessionals. According to Angi, the average 
cost to move a gas line is between $15 
and $25 per linear foot, and homeown-
ers can expect to pay an additional $1 to 

$10 per linear foot for pipe materials. A 
natural gas plumber can install, extend and 
repair natural gas lines and ensure that the 
project is completed safely, on time and 
within homeowners’ budgets. Angi notes 
that the average cost to move a gas line 
is between $250 and $750 for the whole 
project. However, if a buried line must 
be excavated, that cost could run into the 
thousands of dollars. 

Did you know?----PAID ADVERTISEMENT---

Questions about your septic system?
Get Answers Today!    Call 541-469-7557
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Serving Curry and Del Norte Counties

www.currytransferrecycling.com/rotorooter

Kozy Wood 
Heating Centers, Inc.

 
has been providing service to the South coast since 1984. 

We are a locally owned business and have employees with over 
20 years’ experience in the hearth industry. We do installations 

of stoves, inserts, & fireplaces, gas line installation, chimney 
sweeping, pellet & gas stove cleanings, as well as relining 

chimneys. We offer free in-home estimates for your 
installation. We are a proud retailer of the Travis 

Industries products: Lopi & Fireplace Xtrordinair. 
Travis Industries has manufactured stoves for 

over 40 years and still is the 
largest privately owned hearth manufacturer 
in North America.  Each Lopi & Fireplace X

trordinair product is assembled
 in Mukilteo, Washington.

Visit our showroom 
Monday- Friday 9:00AM – 5:00PM & Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM
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Great Furniture
Better Prices

88298 Hwy 42S Bandon, OR 97411 | (541) 329-1233

Spring & Summer Coastal Home FurnishingsSpring & Summer Coastal Home Furnishings

www.hennicksfurniture.com

At Hennick’s Furniture & Sleep Center in Bandon, you will find just what you need to 
furnish and decorate your entire home.  Designated the Beach Décor Headquarters 
of the South Coast Hennick’s offers a wide selection of beach-themed and coastal 
furniture and decor as well as styles for cabin, country, contemporary and modern. 
Boasting two floors in a warm, friendly and inviting layout, Hennick’s Furniture makes 
browsing easy – and falling in love even easier! If you don’t see what you are look-
ing for in the showroom, you can browse the large catalog kiosk in the store or shop 
online on the website from the comfort of your home. You will also find that Hennick’s 
Furniture staff is devoted to helping customers furnish a home that exhibits their per-
sonal style and prioritizes durable, lasting comfort.  The store offers in-home interior 
design consultations, extended warranties, and financing options. Hennick’s is a 
family owned and operated business and takes pride in going above and beyond for 
customers.  Their customer service is the best in the area! Hennick’s is here to ensure 
that you find what you need without compromising your budget or taste, offering 
premium quality home and outdoor furniture at competitive pricing.  Stop in and visit 
the store.  The sales staff is there when you need them, but don’t follow you around or 
hound you while you browse.  Always something new, always new fun items!  From 
traditional to unique, Hennick’s makes furniture shopping an adventure.  

Hennick’s is located just ¼ mile down Hwy 42 South
 at the north end of Bandon.  

Open Monday – Saturday, 9-5.  
Stop in and you will find the coffee is always ready 

(and it’s great!) and there are plenty of places to sit!  

Shop Hennick’s Furniture where you will always find 
GREAT FURNITURE, BETTER PRICES. 

The decision to replace windows often comes down to aesthet-
ics and necessity. Drafty windows can reduce energy efficiency in 
a home, requiring HVAC systems to work harder to keep interiors 
comfortable. The harder the HVAC must work, the more homeowners 
will pay in energy costs. 

Old windows also may be points of entry for water and insects. Despite 
the importance of windows, Money magazine advises that new win-
dows make up only a fraction of the home’s total exterior “envelope,” 
resulting in only about 5 to 15 percent of total energy savings. 
But there are still plenty of reasons to invest in new windows.

1. Vinyl or aluminum may be best. Lumber is farmed rather quickly today 
and solid wood products may not stand up to elements as well as 
wood used a half-century ago. To avoid rot, vinyl windows often are 
an affordable and durable choice. Homeowners also have the option 
of wood windows with aluminum cladding, which are long-lasting.

2. Moisture problems indicate windows need to be replaced. Con-
densation that shows up as fogging between double-pane windows 
or on the inside of windows indicates that the windows are starting 
to fail. If installing a vapor barrier in the basement or crawl space, 
ventilating properly when showering or cooking, or using a dehumidi-
fier indoors does not remedy the situation, it might be time to replace 
windows.

3. Windows add curb appeal. Beyond functionality, replacement 
windows immediately update the look of the home and can improve 
curb appeal since they are one of the most prominent features on the 
exterior of a home. If a house needs an update, replacing windows 
and can be a quick and affordable update.

4. Consider other energy-efficient upgrades. Sometimes older windows 
can be salvaged, especially if they are not damaged and only moder-
ately drafty. Replacing panes, sash cords, weather stripping, and even 
glazing may be less expensive than replacing a window. Plus, older 
homes with attractive windows complement one another. To keep 
energy bills down, think about adding insulation to the attic and base-
ment — which is a good idea even if you are replacing windows.

5. The wrong windows can adversely affect home value. The National 
Association of Realtors says homeowners get about 73 percent of 
their replacement window investment back when they resell a home. 
But choosing the wrong windows might lower the value of the home. 
It’s important to match the look of the original windows, including 
window material and the divided light pattern (the number of panes 
in each window) with the original windows. 

6. Think about soundproofing, too. When upgrading windows, also 
think about how certain windows can cancel out noises and make 
homes more soundproof. Some windows can help reduce outdoor 
distractions like leaf blowers or lawn mowers.

7. Proper installation is key to longevity. Replacement windows are 
only as good as their installation in many cases. Poor installation and 
orders of standard rather than custom sized windows could result 
in poor fitting and seals. Homeowners should carefully vet and 
review window replacement contractors to find the best profes-
sionals for the job.

7 things to know before replacing windows

----PAID ADVERTISEMENT---
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Do you still have an avocado green 
kitchen? Is your living room dank and 
dark? Perhaps there is only one bathroom 
for a family of six? Answering yes to any 
of these questions could serve as the 
catalyst for a home renovation project.

Home improvement projects come in 
all shapes and sizes — some with huge 
budgets and others that are more cost-
conscious. Regardless of what homeown-
ers hope to achieve with their renova-
tions, a common goal across any price 
point is a desire to save as much money 
as possible. Home renovations can be ex-
pensive, but there are ways to cut costs.

• Assess the merit of the project. Re-
modeling magazine annually publishes 
a “Cost vs. Value Report” that lists the 
average cost and return on investment 
homeowners can expect of various types 
of projects. If you’re planning to sell your 

home soon, it may be best to focus on 
repairs and renovations that will generate 
the most substantial ROI. 

• Hire a contractor. Even avid do-it-your-
selfers can sometimes benefit from a con-
tractor’s expertise, particularly for complex 
tasks. Don’t waste money by trying tough 
jobs yourself; rely on an experienced 
contractor who can get supplies for less 
money and will do the job right the first 
time. Compare bids from several different 
contractors and figure out the best value. 

• Refurbish existing features. Rather than 
a complete gut and rebuild, figure out 
where you can revitalize existing fix-
tures and more. For example, refinishing 
existing cabinets can save you up to 50 
percent compared with the cost of new 
cabinetry, according to Angi (formerly 
Angie’s List), a cost comparison and busi-
ness review resource.

• Choose midgrade materials. Certain ma-
terials may be all the rage but they come 
with a higher price tag. Angi reports that 
granite counters could be $60 to $100 
per square foot. However, a composite or 
laminate that looks like granite and wears 
well may be $10 to 40 per square foot. 
Figure out where you can choose middle-
of-the-road materials for maximum value.

• Avoid peak seasons. You’ll pay more to 
install a deck or a pool right before the 
outdoor entertaining season. There also 
may be a premium to get work done right 
before a major holiday. Therefore, consult 
the calendar to find an off time for a reno-
vation and book it then to save.

• Do some prep work. You might be able 
to save by doing some of the demoli-
tion and preparatory work yourself. For 
example, you can tear up old carpeting 
before the installation of new tile floors. 
Perhaps you can mend and patch up 
walls before a paint job.

• Buy a display item. Former showroom 
kitchens and baths often are sourced at 
a fraction of their recommended retail 
prices, according to Real Homes, a home 
remodel guide based in the United King-
dom. Retailers often update their displays 
and you may score existing showroom 
items at a discount.

Renovations can be expensive, but there 
are many different ways to cut costs.

How to cut costs on home renovations

(541) 469-2425 • www.currytransferrecycling.com

 
 

CURRY TRANSFER & RECYCLING

• Garbage Service • Curbside Recycling
• Clean-up Dumpsters • Drop Boxes
• Bulky Item Pick-Up • Transfer Sites 

• Portable Storage Units • Portable Toilets
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Home improvement projects require 
substantial financial investment. But just be-
cause a homeowner wants to bring a fresh 
look indoors doesn’t mean he or she has to 
break the bank along the way. 
Living rooms are some of the most fre-
quently used spaces in a home, and they 
can use an update from time to time to stay 
on trend or to make the area more function-
al for a changing family dynamic. Here are 
some budget-friendly ideas for breathing 
new life into living room designs.

• Establish the budget. Homeowners 
should figure out how many dollars they 
can designate to a living room makeover 
before purchasing supplies or hiring out 
the work. Figure out the scope of the re-
model, visit stores or suppliers to price out 
materials, get estimates from contractors, 
and then plan for some unforseen circum-
stances along the way to determine if this 
type of renovation is affordable. If not, 
scale things back until the project more 
closely aligns with your budget.

• Change the paint color. Lighter and 
brighter colors are on trend. A can or two 
of paint can do wonders for updating a 
space without a large financial commit-
ment. Pair that new paint color with new 
window coverings and complementary 
throw pillows to pull the theme together 
with minimal expense.

• Update the flooring. Tired, outdated 
carpeting or other flooring can use an 
overhaul. While solid hardwood flooring 
may be preferable, there are many types 
of laminate flooring that mimic the looks 
of popular wood colors and styles for a 
fraction of the cost. Plus, many are sold at 
home improvement retailers and even at 
warehouse clubs or online for reasonable 
prices. Laminate flooring also may be a 
potential DIY job for a skilled homeowner, 
saving even more money.

• Introduce a fireplace. Fireplaces were 
once hot commodities, but that popular-
ity waned in the 1970s and 1980s. Home-
owners with chimneys may discover a 
fireplace was boarded over and the bare 

bones still exist that can be renovated 
to bring back character. There also are 
ventless freestanding units that are quite 
affordable that can mimic the look of a 
built-in fireplace.

• Reupholster instead of replace furniture. 
There’s no need to throw away quality 
furniture if the fabric is the only thing im-
peding design. New upholstery or even a 
slipcover can update designs.

• Conquer clutter. Rather than adding 
something to the living room, remove 
clutter to give the room a more airy feel. 
This can instantly change the look of the 
room. Use cord covers to tame plugs 
for electronics and remove unnecessary 
furniture from the room.

• Improve lighting. Another easy and 
often inexpensive fix is to change lighting 
fixtures, including using brighter, more 
energy efficient LED bulbs, and to assess 
lighting needs to eliminate dark corners of 
rooms that can make the space seem drab.

Living room spaces in need of an update 
often can benefit from improvements that 
go easy on the wallet.

Low-cost ways to 
revamp living areas

Historically low interest rates have made 
now a good time to be a homeowner. 
According to the Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation, also known as 
Freddie Mac, the average interest rate on 
a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage in mid-
September 2021 was 2.86. Just ten years 
earlier, the average rate was 4.09. That’s 
a significant dip, and one that’s saving 
today’s homeowners tens of thousands of 
dollars over the life of their mortgages.

Interest rates dipped during the pandemic 
and have remained low ever since. That’s 
unlikely to last forever, which has given 
many homeowners a sense of urgency 
regarding refinancing. Refinancing can be 
financially advantageous, but there are 
some things homeowners should know 
prior to contacting their lenders.

Refinancing does not always 
save money over the long haul
It’s hard to blame homeowners who 
jump at the chance to refinance their 
mortgages. Refinancing is often associ-
ated with significantly lower monthly 
payments, and such savings can be used 
to finance home improvements, pay for 
tuition or build retirement nest eggs. 
However, homeowners won’t necessarily 
save money over the long haul if they’re 
refinancing an existing 30-year mortgage 
with another 30-year mortgage. 
The mortage experts at Mortgage Calcula-
tor note that a Change Terms mortgage 
refinance is characterized by a shift to 
a loan charging a lower interest rate. 
The initial savings with such a refinance 
are undeniable, but changing from one 
30-year to another 30-year restarts the 
mortgage clock, which can add years 
to the time homeowners will be repay-

ing their debt. As a result, homeowners 
may end up paying more interest over 
time than they might have had they just 
kept their initial mortgage. Homeowners 
interested in a Change Terms refinance 
may want to look into switching from a 
30-year to a 15-year mortgage. A shorter 
term mortgage will increase the monthly 
payment, but the loan will reach maturity 
much faster, greatly reducing the amount 
of interest homeowners will pay over the 
life of the mortgage.

Refinancing can be costly
Lower monthly payments might be 
the number that catches homeowners’ 
eyes as they look to refinance, but it’s 
important that homeowners recognize 
that refinancing is not free. In fact, the 
personal finance experts at Kiplinger note 
that refinancing incurs many of the same 
costs that homeowners had to pay when 
they signed their initial mortgage papers. 
That includes fees, taxes and appraisal 
costs. These costs are sometimes paid up 
front, but they also might be rolled into 
the loan balance. In the latter instance, 
homeowners could be paying interest on 
their refinancing costs. Homeowners who 
are refinancing solely because of lower 
interest rates should know that some 
lenders raise interest rates to compensate 
for refinancing costs. That can negate the 
savings and end up costing homeowners 
more money than the original mortgage.
Refinancing is an option for homeowners 
who want to save money. Homeown-
ers can speak with a financial advisor to 
determine if this is the best way to save 
money over the long haul or if refinancing 
will ultimately cost them more over the 
life of the mortgage.

What to know about 
refinancing a mortgage
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Remodeling a kitchen adds value to a 
home. Remodeling Magazine’s “Cost vs. 
Value Report” indicates mid-range kitchen 
remodels cost about $66,000, and home-
owners can expect to recover about 60 
to 80 percent of that cost at resale.
Homeowners may wonder if remodeling 
their kitchens is worth the investment. But 
homeowners should not just consider 
cost, but also the current conditions of 
their kitchens when deciding if a renova-
tion project is the right move to make. 
These signs indicate it may be time to 
renovate a kitchen.

• Breakers are triggered: If the lights go 
dark from a tripped circuit breaker every 
time you try to microwave and run the 
toaster oven at the same time, your wiring 
is likely not up to the task of handling the 
workload and could be out of date. A 
kitchen remodel will assess wiring load 
needs and an electric overhaul may be 
necessary.

• Lack of storage: One of the biggest 

hassles homeowners encounter in their 
kitchens is a lack of storage space. If mak-
ing a meal involves a Jenga-like stacking 
and rearranging of kitchen tools, or if an 
avalanche occurs whenever you search 
for an item, you might need more storage. 
A carefully planned redesign can achieve 
this, even in a smaller kitchen.

• Outdated appliances: Even if your 
appliances are not avocado green or 
mustard yellow relics of the 1970s, they 
might still need to be replaced. Accord-
ing to CRD Design, appliances are only 
expected to last around 10 to 15 years. 
If appliances have become unsafe or en-
ergy hogs, it could be time for a remodel.

• Family is expanding (or shrinking): Kitch-
ens often are the heart of a home. They 
need to meet the needs of the family that 
resides in that home. A remodel can add 
space as needed. On the flip side, when 
a couple becomes empty nesters, kitch-
ens can be redesigned and downsized 
to reflect their new needs and desires, 

such as the addition of a wine chiller or 
espresso station.

• Poor lighting: Task lighting is essential in 
a kitchen, but older homes may not be 
equipped with lighting where it’s most 
needed. A carefully designed remodel 
can improve lighting with under-cabinet 
lights, pendants, overhead lighting, and 
even natural light to make the space at-
tractive and more functional.

• Frequent run-ins: The notion that you 
can have too many cooks in the kitchen 
refers to having too many people trying 

to pitch in or offer their opinions. How-
ever, it also can apply to when too many 
people are gathering in a small space. 
Redesigning a kitchen can improve the 
efficiency of a space and make the room 
feel larger.

• Aesthetic appeal: Many kitchen re-
models have been inspired by unsightly 
kitchens. Cosmetic changes can lead to 
big improvements. 
Kitchen renovations can add instant ap-
peal and help address issues that tend to 
plague outdated rooms.

Signs it is time to overhaul your kitchen
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Spring is a welcome visitor this year, more than most. We are all extra grateful to be enjoying the 
fresh air that comes along with this invigorating season. Now is the perfect time to explore the 

possibilities of a major transition, buying or selling your home.

Being a part of the coastal community here in Oregon is a blessing beyond measure. From the 
epic rocky vistas, to the cozy downtown streets - the towns and people along the Southern Or-
egon Coast are second to none. If you are new to the area and looking to put down some roots, 
finding the right real estate agent familiar with the area is essential. Our knowledgeable team at 

RE/MAX Coast & Country in Brookings-Harbor is here for you!

It is seriously hard to imagine EVER leaving, though if you MUST - we are here to help you navi-
gate the ever-changing sellers market. With our fingers on the pulse of the local real estate market, 

you can trust our agents to better leverage your assets and get you the best possible price.
Whatever season you find yourself in, know that we are here to serve you no matter what brings 

you to one of the most beautiful places on the planet – the Oregon Coast.

Reach out - we’re looking forward to serving you with all of your buying or selling needs.

realtormcurtis@gmail.com • www.coastaloregon.com •

 Licensed in the State of Oregon

CERTIFIED LUXURY HOME MARKETING SPECIALIST®
MILLION DOLLAR GUILD® recognition.

Making BIG MOVES Together and Committed to Results!

My Goals are to Meet Your Goals!My Goals are to Meet Your Goals!



Page 12 | Spring/Summer Home Improvement 2022


