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Board OKs
$124 million
budget for
2021-2022

Officials
see end to
Monument
fire

Cannabis budget discussed
line by line

BY TONY REED
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

BY JOSH COZINE
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

The Board of Supervisors,
Monday, Sept. 27, during a
special meeting, approved the
budget for fiscal year 20212022 with an overall figure of
$124,008,983.
The special meeting followed
the Board of Supervisors Budget Hearing held last Wednesday, Sept. 22, which consisted
of a PowerPoint presentation
overview of the entire budget,
and then a grueling line-byline review of every item in the
county’s cannabis department.
Craig Goodman, financial
consultant for the county, presented an overview of the budget during the hearing meeting,
saying, “What we realized
going into this is that it’s very
similar to last year’s budget.”
“The major changes being
that the new jail is close to
completion if not completed at
this point,” Goodman continued.
“What’s off-setting that decrease
in expenses is an increase to the
needed bodies to operate that
larger jail efficiently.”
The budget came out to
$124,008,983, an 8.7% decrease
from last year’s budget of
$134,738,679, and 35% of the total budget goes toward salaries
and benefits.
After Goodman’s presentation the hearing was opened
for public comment then
quickly closed to be reopened
later when it became apparent
everyone wishing to speak was
interested in one specific part
of the budget above all else.
Cannabis.
“I think maybe we should go
over the cannabis budget now,”
said Sup. Keith Groves.
For the next hour, Director
of Building and Planning, Kim
Hunter, read through every line
item in the cannabis department’s budget with occasional
questions from the board and
county staff. Approximately
$1.6 million is allocated in the
next fiscal year for staff and
services directly related to the
issuance of county licenses.
Once public comment was reopened the two people remain-

TONY REED | THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Lights are flashing red, for now
As the rain was starting Monday, pavement was being laid down at the intersection of Highway 299 and Lance
Gulch Road below flashing red stoplights. Trinity County Roads Department Senior Engineer Andy Pence said Monday that the lights will remain flashing red for a week or so, as they will need to be inspected by Caltrans. Last week,
signal arms were lifted into place and bolted to the poles on the east and west facing lanes. After that, crews dug
into the roadway to install the sensors that will trigger the lights. Pence said some wiring, striping and other jobs
need to be taken care of before the lights can turn green, yellow and red.

Following a weekend of slow activity
on the Monument fire, crews continue
to snuff hot spots and monitor burning
areas, but plan to start clearing out soon.
The fire was started by lightning July
30 near Del Loma and has since consumed
more than 222,000 acres. According to Cal
Fire reports, the fire destroyed 50 structures and damaged three more, but it’s
not been reported where each structure
was located. It was also reported that six
firefighters have been injured.
Operations Section Chief Mark Jamieson said Monday morning crews will
continue to monitor the northeast area
of the Monument fire where some timber
has been burning.
“It’s really not going to go anywhere
because above it is all rocky terrain with
very little fuel,” he said, “so we don’t expect it to move much at all.”
Going clockwise around the map, past
Hayfork, all areas are in monitor and mop
up, with crews clearing burned trees from
the Hyampom Road area to restore access,
he said.
A firing operation in the New River
area was being monitored as of Monday,
as crews attempted to bring the fire to the
edge of the Trinity River.
Jamieson noted that the area was staring to see light rain Monday morning.
He said the north side of the fire has
now burned into prior year fire scars
where a lot of rocks, combined with light
fuels, are slowing the fire to a crawl.
National forest closures remained in
effect for firefighter safety. According
to the Inciweb information system, the
benefits of the rain will be diminished
by Thursday, leaving the possibility for
flames under tree canopies to pick up
again. In steeper terrains, the possibility
of burning, falling trees will create a risk
of spread. However, officials predict minimal spread in all directions.
By early Tuesday morning, containment was estimated at 72 percent.
Pointing at the entire map, Jamieson
said suppression efforts may soon change.
“Our objective here is to start cleaning
up the fire suppression effort, trying to
make sure things don’t wash away with
the winter rains,” he said, “and finish
putting this fire to bed.”

River Complex still moving
Fire officials say cooler, wetter conditions will help crews in the early part of
the week, but as with previous storms,
drier weather will return afterward.
According to California Incident Man-
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TRRP plans to finish current project

Longtime Trinity Journal
reporter Sally Morris dies at 62
Longtime Trinity Journal reporter
Marianne "Sally" Morris has died
after a long battle with metastatic
breast cancer. She was 62.
Morris joined the Trinity Journal
shortly after moving to Weaverville
in 1986 with her husband Scott.
She was a regular presence at
the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, school board and other
meetings, as well as contributing
many local natural resource and
human interest stories.
Memorial services are still being
planned. A full obituary can be found
on page 5 of today's Journal.
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A Facebook post from a fisherman and river guide
Thursday, Sept. 23, of the Trinity River garnered
widespread views and prompted another local to
reach out to Trinity River Restoration Project officials.
Brian Clemens, fisherman guide and owner of Nor
Cal Fly Guides who has fished the Trinity for over 20
years, shared a picture taken Monday, Sept. 20, by a
local resident of turbid waters near TRRP operations.
The photo was shared to the Trinity County Community page on Facebook which quickly sparked
community concern.

The issue, Clemens said in the post, was that
TRRP — a program created to help salmon numbers
recover — operations are now taking place during
the active salmon spawning season.
Increases in water turbidity — cloudiness of
the water — is shown to reduce salmon spawning
numbers. Essentially, kicked up silt and debris flows
downstream over the salmon’s eggs and too much
can suffocate them.
“This is not the year to be doing any in-river
work,” Clemens said. He said this year’s fishing numbers are the highest they’ve been in years and now is
the time to get out of the way and let them spawn.
Cameron Boudreaux, a Weaverville resident who
saw the Facebook post that day, decided to reach out
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