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COVID: Trinity turns purple
Trinity jumps to most restrictive COVID tier
BY TONY REED
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Trinity County now joins most of the state of California in the most restrictive COVID-19 tier (purple), due
to local, regional and statewide increases in confirmed
infections.
“We are sounding the alarm,” Gov. Gavin Newsom said
Monday morning. “California is experiencing the fastest
increase in cases we have seen yet — faster than what
we experienced at the outset of the pandemic or even
this summer. The spread of COVID-19, if left unchecked,
could quickly overwhelm our health care system and
lead to catastrophic outcomes. That is why we are
pulling an emergency brake in the Blueprint for a Safer
Economy.”
California Health and Human Services Secretary Dr.
Mark Ghaly said time is of the essence in responding to
the surge in COVID-19 numbers statewide.

A release from the Governor’s Office Monday said the
rate of growth in confirmed COVID-19 cases is faster
than it was in July, which led to a significant peak in
cases.
“This requires a swift public health response and
action from all Californians to slow the spread of the
virus,” it stated. “Immediate action will help protect
individuals at higher risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19 and will help keep the state’s health care delivery system from becoming overwhelmed.”
“Personal decisions are critical,” Ghaly said, “and I
am imploring every Californian to stay home if they can,
wear a mask whenever they leave their homes, limit mixing, practice physical distancing and wash their hands.”
As of Monday, 41 counties, including Trinity, were
bumped into the top tier, totaling 94 percent of the state’s
population.
“Every county in California is assigned to a tier based
on its test positivity and adjusted case rate. At a minimum, counties must remain in a tier for at least 3 weeks
before moving forward. Data is reviewed weekly and

tiers are updated on Tuesdays,” the state’s website states.
“To move forward, a county must meet the next tier’s
criteria for two consecutive weeks. If a county’s metrics
worsen for two consecutive weeks, it will be assigned a
more restrictive tier.”
With the county and most of the state currently in the
most restrictive tier, it’s unknown when cases will drop
enough to begin lifting restrictions again.
Trinity’s shift from a minimal infection rate (yellow)
a couple weeks ago to a widespread infection rate (purple), puts new restrictions on some county businesses,
namely restaurants, bars and wineries. According to the
state website, restaurants can only serve outdoors with
modifications, and bars, breweries and distilleries (not
serving food) are ordered closed. Banks and essential
services are to remain open, with modifications. Churches are allowed to have outdoor services with modifications.
Tiers and information about all California counties can
See COVID, page 8

One dead
in Hwy. 3
rollover

August Complex
put to bed in
Trinity County
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California Highway Patrol
has yet to release the name of a
35-year-old Hayfork man, apparently killed in a single vehicle
crash Monday morning south of
Douglas City.
According to CHP reports,
the 2000 Ford truck was traveling northbound on Highway 3
approaching Deerlick Springs
Road, when, for unknown reasons, it left the right side of the
roadway. The truck overturned,
leaving its camper shell and contents just off the roadway before
rolling several times down the
steep bank.
The driver was not wearing a
seat belt and was thrown from
the truck before it came to rest
on its side on the valley floor
more than 100 yards from the
roadway. He was declared deceased at the scene of the crash.
Supervising CHP Officer
Nicholas Ranger said authorities need to confirm the driver’s
identification and notify his
next of kin before his name is
released.

Team 14 Incident Commander Mike
Strawhun announced Wednesday, Nov. 11,
the team assigned to the August Complex
north area will be heading out, returning
the areas to local control.
Strawhun wanted to thank the community for its support of the incoming fire
management teams and for the displays of
appreciation around the county. “It’s been
a huge effort by everyone to fight the fire,
protect the communities, and now, during
our tenure, to put the fire to bed,” he said.
“For my team, it’s been a very long summer for us here on the August Complex.”
Strawhun said the team will now turn the
forest back over to the National Forest
offices.
In recent weeks, his team opened roads,
repaired dozer lines, stabilized soils to
prevent erosion, and put out numerous
spot fires to prevent further loss of structures.
“Going forward, the [national] forests
will continue to do repair and stabilization and try to bring the forest back to a
natural state by repairing all the suppression actions,” he said.
“This will be the last update for the
August Complex,” said lead Resource
Adviser Galen Anderson Wednesday
afternoon, Nov. 11. “It’s been a long, hard,
exciting, sometimes difficult and sometimes rewarding journey and we’ll be
back at it again next year.”
The million-plus acre fire burned for
almost three months, destroyed homes

Rain makes sure it stays out
BY TONY REED
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Emergency workers discuss their options after a solo rollover crash on Highway 3 near Deerlick Springs Road took the
life of the driver. The truck's camper shell and belongings rest close to the road, while the truck traveled more than 100
yards down from the roadway.

Icy spot on 299 unforgiving
California Highway Patrol
officials are asking Caltrans for
some extra safety engineering
at a curve on Highway 299 that
A 2000 Ford pickup rests on its side more than 100 yards from where it left Highway 3 in a rollover accident.
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Special commercial cannabis EIR meeting set for Thursday night
BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

A special meeting is set for
Thursday night, Nov. 19, in
Weaverville when the Trinity
County Planning Commission
will accept public comments and
possibly make recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors on a
draft Environmental Impact Report on the county’s commercial
cannabis licensing program.
The meeting will begin at 6
p.m. at the Trinity Alps Per-

forming Arts Center and public
participants may attend either
in person or via Zoom. Access
information is available online
at the Trinity County Planning
Department meetings page on
the county’s website at www.
trinitycounty.org.
The voluminous draft EIR is
also available for review online at www.trinitycounty.org/
node/2609.
Trinity County initiated its
commercial cannabis program
in October 2016 and then rec-

ognized the need to prepare an
environmental document in
compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act to
evaluate the physical environmental effects of the program.
In the meantime, the county has passed 15 ordinances
and amendments regulating
commercial cannabis activities including cultivation,
testing, nurseries, distribution,
non-storefront retail, microbusiness and manufacturing.
A consultant was retained

to perform the CEQA analysis
and produce the draft EIR now
subject to review by the Planning Commission and ultimately
certification by the Board of
Supervisors. It will guide all
future amendments of existing
cannabis ordinances.
The process began last year
with public meetings held in
Weaverville, Burnt Ranch,
Trinity Center, Mad River and
Hayfork. After an initial 45-day
public review period, additional
meetings were held by the Plan-
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ning Commission and Board of
Supervisors.
The purpose of the EIR is to
identify the significant effects
of a project on the environment,
identify alternatives and mitigation measures to avoid impacts.
The final EIR will contain responses to comments received on
the draft EIR and will be used to
support the Board of Supervisors’
decision regarding whether to
approve, modify or deny adoption
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