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Administrators
ask supervisors
for advocacy
Some say COVID mandate
will hurt students, schools
BY TONY REED
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Local school administrators and school
board members came before the Board of
Supervisors last week to voice opposition
to Gov. Gavin Newsom’s impending mandate that will require schools to refuse enrollment to students unvaccinated for the
COVID-19 virus. Speakers asked that the
board advocate for those who want a choice
in the matter, rather than a mandate.
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State Sen. Mike McGuire speaks with Trinity Alps Unified School District Supt. Jaime Green while walking across the Trinity High School campus last week.

McGuire visits Trinity High
BY TONY REED
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

State Sen. Mike McGuire visited Trinity County last week, making an expected,
hour-long stop to speak to students in Mr.
Anderson’s government/economics class
Tuesday, Nov. 16.
McGuire opened by telling the class a
bit about himself, that he grew up poor
in a divorced family, but learned to work
hard, work together and never take no
for an answer when it comes to the issues
one believes in. He said he attended a high
school in cold classrooms due to a broken
boiler where garbage cans were used to
catch dripping rainwater. He called it
frustrating that adults expect so much of
students but at times, place them in situations where it will be difficult to learn
and succeed.
“I ran for school board when I was 19,”
he said. “and I heard ‘no’ all the time
because I was running against people
my grandparents’ age.” He said he felt
the board at the time didn’t seem to care
about the district when he was elected
to the board and four years later, he was
part of passing a bond to rebuild his
schools.
“Right now, in this time in our history,
there is no better opportunity for each
and every one of you to be able to step up,
whether it’s looking at the county, focusing on the school board or getting involved here in Trinity County. It is time,”
he told the students. “I’m also hoping
this pandemic will teach us new ways to
be able to work, and for you to bring us a

“As you know the FDA put out the EUA
that children 5 to 11 years old can now
be vaccinated,” Trinity County Public
Health Director Marcie Jo Cudziol said.
“We are engaging our medical providers
to vaccinate their pediatric population.
I’ve always advocated for children to get
vaccinated in their medical homes and
I think medical providers know those
children well.” Cudziol said the Public
Health branch is essentially a ‘safety net’
if it’s mandated that schoolchildren be
vaccinated.
She said that a personal belief exemption exists for the governor’s order, and an
order cannot go into effect until the FDA
licenses the vaccine for 5 to 11-year-olds,
which may not happen until July. The
mandate will likely go into effect at the
start of the next school year, she said.
She told the board that county vaccinaSee COVID, page 12

COVID emergency
declarations
questioned further
BY JOSH COZINE

Supt. Jaime Green discusses the reconstruction process at Trinity High School following the discovery of
mold several years ago with state Sen. Mike McGuire.

fresh perspective because that’s what
it’s going to take – people stepping up
right now.” McGuire said that while he
never expected to be in the state Senate, he struggled to get there by putting
himself through college.
Students expressed frustration at the
difficulties of the past couple years,
from the pandemic, to cancellation of
sports, impacts on local businesses,
inflation, continuing mold repair,

fire-related issues and more. McGuire
agreed.
“It really feels like things have just
broken down,” he said of government,
supplies, hospital issues and more.
“And it’s not expected to return to normal for another year.”
Mr. Anderson chimed in, adding
that it seems like America changed in
See McGUIRE, page 16

299 Shootout draws
record participation
Discs were flying at Lee Fong Park in Weaverville last weekend for the 299 Shootout
Disc Golf Tournament with a record turnout.
“We had our largest turnout ever,” said
Trinity Links board member Angela Childers.
“This is our 7th semi-annual. [We have] 70
players, and we nearly maxed out.” Childers
explained that the maximum allowance for
the 18-hole course is four people per hole/
net, for which the tournament was just two
people short.
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The ongoing, unquestioned, continuation of declarations of emergency due to
coronavirus were questioned at the Tuesday, Nov. 16, county Board of Supervisors
meeting, and opened up for further public
discussion next month.
The declarations go back to March of
last year after then-President Donald
Trump and Gov. Gavin Newsom both
declared national and state emergencies
respectively on March 3 and March 4 due
to coronavirus and its impacts on health,
the government and the economy.
The Trinity County Board of Supervisors then ratified proclamations made
by both the Public Health Officer and the
Director of Emergency Services confirming the existence of both a “local emergency” and a “local health emergency” for
Trinity County.
The proclamation for a local health
emergency states, in part, “The Trinity
County Health Officer does hereby find
there is an imminent and proximate
threat to public health from the introduction of COVID-19 into Trinity County...
and that a local health emergency now exists or is now threatened to exist throughout this county,” and was signed March
13, 2020, by the Public Health Officer, and
on March 17, 2020, was ratified unanimously by the Board of Supervisors.
The proclamation for a local emergency stated that effects of the virus were
“deemed likely to exceed the services,
capabilities, personnel, equipment and
facilities of the county and… that a local
emergency exists throughout the County
of Trinity,” and was signed March 19,
See EMERGENCY, page 12
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