M arshall C ounty tribune-C ourier
www.tribunecourier.com

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021
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Johnson to seek jailer post; York to retire after ’22
BY TRIBUNE-COURIER STAFF

Rober t Johnson has
announced he will run for the
office of Marshall County Jailer. Meanwhile, another elected official announced he will
not seek re-election.
Last week, Johnson filed to
seek the jailer’s position that
is currently held by Roger
Ford. Johnson, a police officer
and deputy sheriff for the past
20 years, said resilience and

flexibility are needed
and more particularly,
to make the Marshall
the correctional side of
County Jail successful
that system,” Johnson
once more.
said in a statement.
“It must emanate
Among his qualificaresilience and flexibiltions, Johnson listed
ity; resilience to have
handling daily calls in
commitment to be prothe field on patrol and
Robert
ductive for the commumost recently ser ving
Johnson
nity, jail employees, and
as a first-line super viinmates, along with the flexibil- sor for a 42-person agency. He
ity to grow as a functional part was named Supervisor of the
of the Criminal Justice System, Year in 2020.

He also noted recidivism as
an issue in the criminal justice
system and needed to focus
on bettering the offender.
“In my heart and soul, I have
always believed that there is
more that can — and should —
be done to rehabilitate offenders,” Johnson said. “In this, I
have been led to follow a path
that more directly impacts lives
and provides the means for
long-term goals to be met. This

is the main inspiration for me to
set my police badge aside and
run a campaign for the Marshall County Jailer.”
According to worldpopulationreview.com, the 2021
recidivism rate for Kentucky is
46.40%, which Johnson said is
nearly half of Kentucky’s current inmates will re-offend within two years of being released
from incarceration.
SEE JOHNSON/PAGE A2

School
officials
question
state testing
BY JAMES TURNER
NEWS@TRIBUNECOURIER�COM

Marshall County School officials plan to rely on their own
internal data instead of the
Kentucky Department of Education’s annual School Report
Card, officials said.
The Kentucky Department
of Education has released the
results of the 2020-21 school
year’s state testing. In a press
release from the Kentucky
Department of Education, Education Commissioner Jason
Glass stated the results of the
test were not what they “wanted
to see” but expected because of
the pandemic.
“We knew these results
would not be what we wanted to see, but the previous
two school years saw extreme
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The Grebner and Tapp families from Marshall County are the new owners of The Moors Resort and Marina. Shown, from left, are (front
row) Reid Grebner, Nash Tapp, (back row) Sydney Watkins, Misty Grebner, Josh Grebner, Baylor Tapp, Nick Tapp and Brittany Tapp.

Moors Resort sees ownership change
BY TRIBUNE-COURIER STAFF

After 31 years of owning,
growing and expanding The
Moors Resort and Marina,
owners Mark and Kathy
Wood have sold the resort

to two local Marshall County
families.
Josh and Misty Grebner
and Nick and Brittany Tapp
took possession of the resort
on Oct. 1. The Grebner and

Tapp families look for ward
Both families have a love
to continuing the vision the for Kentucky Lake. “As lifeWood family had of mak- long residents of Marshall
ing Moors a premier fami- County, we want to continue
ly-friendly resor t on KenSEE MOORS/PAGE A4
tucky Lake.

SEE TESTING/PAGE A3

City amends penalties for late fees for business licenses
BY TRIBUNE-COURIER STAFF

A first reading was held
on an ordinance related to
penalties for late business
licenses fees at the Benton
City Council meeting on
Sept. 20.
Once the ordinance is in
effect a late fee of 10% will be
added to licenses 30 days past
due, 30% to licenses 60 days
past due and 50% for licenses that are 90 days past due.
After 60 days the city could
technically instruct the police
depar tment to cease oper-

ations of the business, but
council members are hopeful
it will not come to that.
A first reading was also
held on an ordinance
annexing 3.98 acres on the
west side of U.S. Highway
641near Priceless IGA,
owned by Doug and Rita
Dotson. This ordinance was
previously passed in June,
but had to be amended after
the state sent it back needing more information.
Second readings were held
on several ordinances:

• An ordinance requiring
the sewer clean-out size to be
4 inches.
• An ordinance regarding
revenue and taxation.
• An ordinance changing
the board of adjustments to
five members instead of three.
Mayor Rita Dotson proposed
the two new members to be
Cur tis Allen and Grant Willoughby, and the council
approved.
• An ordinance establishing a tax rate for abandoned proper ty.
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• An ordinance rezoning
property between Poplar and
Elm streets and 10th and 11th
streets from a mixed C1 and
R2 to only C1.
A brief discussion was held on
the need for a noise ordinance.
City attorney Rob Mattingly will
begin drafting one and bring it
to the council for approval.
A discussion was also held
on whether to allow trick or
treating on Saturday, Oct. 30 or
Sunday, Oct. 31. After review
other communities around
Benton it was determined to

follow suit and leave the trick
or treating on Sunday.
Fall clean up dates were
announced as Oct. 11-13.
Items need to be placed on
the curb no later than 7 a.m.
on Monday, Oct. 11.
Police Chief Stephen Sanderson gave the monthly police
report. During the month of
August, the police depar tment answered 628 calls for
service, issued 55 citations, 35
for traffic and 20 were criminal, worked 15 collisions and
opened 15 cases.
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