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JUSTICE

Tribes reach out to abuse victims from St. Mary’s Mission
PRESS RELEASE

The Chairman of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation today
announced that the Colville Business
Council has approved an effort to reach
out to Tribal members victimized by sexual, physical or emotional abuse at the
former St. Mary’s Mission School as part
of its investigation into claims against the
Federal Government.

veterans

“The Business Council has retained
the nationally-known firm of James, Vernon, and Weeks to begin preparations
for litigation against responsible federal
agencies for childhood trauma and abuse
suffered by our members as children at
the Mission School,” Chairman Rodney
Cawston said today. “Leander James, a
partner in the firm, has successfully represented hundreds of Tribal members

victimized by abuse, and we are confident that we ultimately will prevail in this
righteous cause.”
Cawston said that Tribal members over
that age of 40 will receive a letter from
the Council asking that they call the law
firm’s confidential hotline if they wish to
provide information for this litigation.
The firm will also establish a special
Facebook page, where messages can be

received as well for purposes of this outreach.
Leander James previously has represented Colville and other Tribal members
in suits against the Northwest Jesuits and
Catholic Dioceses for damages caused by
abuse in a number of Catholic schools in
the Pacific Northwest. He is currently representing Tribal members throughout the
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CTPD reports
human remains
found near
Agency Campus

Camp Chaparral
brings together
veterans, VA
Camp celebrates
traditional healing
practices for veterans
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MOUNT ADAMS - During
an evening orientation of a
veterans’ camp at the Yakama Nation’s Camp Chaparral,
Aug. 11, Yakama elder Willie
Salem, a Vietnam War veteran, told those gathered there
had been practices traditionally that helped warriors coming home from battle.
Many of those practices
were lost with colonization,
but they had been there in an
understanding of the difficulty
for warriors to
return home,
Inside
Salem told the
group.
Photos
“Our
old
A4
people
had
searched for
a way for when their young
people would go to war and
come back,” said Salem.
“When they came back, they
came back changed. The old
people searched for a way
to heal, not only to heal the
body but to heal the spirit, the
mind, the heart, the soul. Our
elder people, they were really good at it. They knew what
they were doing when it came
to psychological traumas.”
The message set a tone for
a week-long Camp Chaparral, which brought together
tribal veterans from around
the Pacific Northwest, along
with Gold Star families and
VA employees for an intensive camp at a Yakama Nation facility in the foot hills of
Mount Adams, Aug. 11-17.
“Each and everyone of
us here has baggage,” said
Colville tribal elder Soy
Redthunder, a Vietnam War
Veteran who worked as a
spiritual leader in one of four
groups (called families) at
the camp. “We have that baggage we’re packing. When we
leave here, hopefully some of
that baggage is gone. All of
that is part of this week, when
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Colville tribal elder Barb Aripa, assisted by Colville Business Council members Joe Somday, left, and
Jack Ferguson, right, releases the first of 30 salmon into Lake Roosevelt, Aug. 16.

Tribes move migratory salmon
above Grand Coulee Dam
A week after ‘cultural release’
into Lake Rufus Woods, tribes
release 30 summer Chinook into
Lake Roosevelt, Aug. 16
Justus Caudell
THE TRIBUNE

KELLER - Nearly 80 years ago, the Grand
Coulee Dam blocked migratory salmon from
moving into the Upper Columbia basin; the
Colville Confederated Tribes brought those salmon back, releasing 30 summer Chinook into Lake
Roosevelt south of Keller at the Keller Ferry alternative landing in what tribal leaders dubbed a
cultural release, Aug. 16.
“Chief Joseph Dam and the Grand Coulee
Dam blocked fish passage,” said Colville Business Council chair Rodney Cawston, speaking
to the nearly 300 people gathered for the event.
“We all know our ancestors, our elders, when
those fish were blocked they all gathered at Kettle Falls for the last time when the salmon came
up the Columbia River. This event was called the
Ceremony of Tears. When you look back into
the articles of the day, there were thousands of
people who showed up for that event. Ever since
that time, with blocking the salmon, it impacted
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NESPELEM - The Colville
Tribal Police Department issued a statement, Wednesday, noting remains had been
found near the Colville Tribal
Agency in Nespelem.
The
statement
reads,
“Colville Tribal Police Department Chief of Police
Dustin Best has advised that
on August 16, 2019 in the
Agency Campus area of Nespelem human remains was
discovered. Colville Tribal
Police had contacted Washington State Patrol Crime Lab
and FBI to assist in the investigation. The Police Department at this time cannot make
any comments to this investigation as it will be treated as
a homicide until other factors
that may present itself through
investigation to determine
the cause of death. We are
working diligently to determine cause and to positively
identify the human remains
by using medical records or
any identifying evidence. A
medical examiner will conduct the forensic autopsy to
assist in any determination of
foul play or causes of death if
possible. The Colville Tribal
Police department also asks
that if anyone has information about this case to contact
them at 509-634-2472. The
police department also asks
the public to be patient as the
Police are working this case
with professionalism and care
to complete or have answers
to this discovery of human remains.”

Tribune changes to
bi-monthly publishing
schedule
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Colville tribal member Montana Pakootas holds a
salmon before releasing it, Aug. 16.

NESPELEM – Starting
next week, the Colville Tribal Tribune will switch to a
bi-monthly schedule, publishing every other Friday.
That means there will be no
issue on Aug. 30.
The next issue will be Sept.
6.
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