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Colville Tribes
Temporarily Closes
Lucy Covington
Government Center
PRESS RELEASE

NESPELEM – In response to a
spike of COVID-19 cases across
the State of Washington and on the
Colville Reservation, the Colville
Tribes announced Monday that it
would close the Lucy Covington
Government Center at least through
this Friday, July 10. Non-essential
employees were asked to telecommute or placed on administrative
leave. Employees were advised to
check with their supervisors to determine if they have been deemed
essential and required to work. This
closure only effected employees
stationed in the Government Center
building. Masks are now required for
all people entering the Government
Center.
Committees were held as previously scheduled on Wednesday, July
8, followed by a Special Session. The
business of the Committees was limited to essential and time-sensitive
matters, however, with most matters
delayed to the next scheduled committee session when possible. New
agendas were made available prior to
the scheduled Committee hearings.
A regular session of the Colville
Business Council was held on
Thursday, July 9. The swearing-in of
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Drummers perform one of many songs during the blessings of a new pit-house constructed in Oroville at the Depot Museum.

Blessing held in Oroville
BY CARY ROSENBAUM
Tribal Tribune

The ancestral land of the Okanagan
Tribe has a new piece of Native American history for the public to see.
In Oroville, Monday, June 30, the
Depot Museum held a tribal blessing
for a pit-house constructed with the

Arnie Marchand

influence of local tribal member Arnie
Marchand.
“This place (the Oroville area)
was the center of government for all
the Okanagans, B.C. (before Caucasions),” Marchand wrote on a flyer he
distributed.
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The Colville
Tribes Extends
Its Partial
Government
Shutdown
PRESS RELEASE
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vised to us to have the minimum
here today for this swearing in,
but it is in our constitution that
we have to have a regular session on the second Thursday of
July... We’ve done well with this
pandemic. It is after this holiday
weekend that we are sort of spiking, getting more cases. We are
doing everything we can to stop
or slow down this pandemic as
much as we possibly can here on
the Colville Reservation.”
Cawston further noted CBC
plans to hold a celebration for
the incoming council members
at a later date.

NESPELEM – The partial shutdown of Tribal
government currently in
effect has been extended
until midnight on September 30, 2020 by Resolution
of the Colville Business
Council. Employees of the
Tribal government shall
continue in their current
status subject to direction
by their supervisor. Employees should remain in
regular contact with their
supervisor, as a worker’s
status can change at any
time and can include being
called back to work.
The partial shutdown includes the Lucy Covington
Government Center, which
is currently in a heightened state of shutdown
due to a spike of coronavirus cases. Employees of
the Government Center
should also communicate
with their supervisor to remain aware of their current
work status.
The other COVID-19 restrictions are also extended
to midnight on September
30, 2020. These include
the prohibition of public
gatherings or camping
in groups of ten or more
people, the stay at home
order for residents of the
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Colville Tribes plan
need-based grants
PRESS RELEASE

NESPELEM, WA – As part of an
ongoing effort to protect the membership of the Colville Tribes from the
COVID-19 virus, the Colville Tribes
announced today that it has directed
staff to develop a plan to distribute
need-based grants to individual tribal
members. These grants are expected
to be funded from the Coronavirus
Relief Fund, as set forth in Title V of
the CARES Act passed by Congress
to provide relief to people suffering
financial and other impacts of the virus.
Rodney Cawston, Chairman of the
Colville Tribes, said, “The Colville
Business Council fully understands
the damage COVID-19 has inflicted
on people across the Colville Reservation. While many of our efforts
have focused on protecting public
health and safety, the economic impacts are very real, and very serious,
as well. Tribal members have been hit
with many unforeseen expenses related to the virus. The Colville Tribes
intends to bring relief to our people in
a way that complies with the CARES
Act and the applicable guidance and
FAQs issued by the Department of
Treasury.”
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New councilmembers hold up their right hand to perform the Colville Business Council Oath of
Office, July 9, in the auditorium at the Lucy F. Covington Government Center. The oath of office
ceremony concluded the 2020 CBC Elections.

CBC hosts oath of office
With the Lucy F. Covington Government
Center closed due to COVID-19, CBC livesBY JUSTUS CAUDELL
Tribal Tribune

NESPELEM - With the Lucy
F. Covington Government
Center closed down due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Colville Business Council concluded the 2020 CBC Elections
with the oath of office, July 9,
swearing in four new candidates
and three incumbent candidates
elected by the tribal membership.
“We are in very troubled times,
very unprecedented times,” said

Colville Business Council Chair
Rodney Cawston. “Since the
declaration of the pandemic, as
a council, we’ve talked with the
Center for Disease Control, as
well as I.H.S., and we’ve been
reviewing the World Health Organization guidelines of how to
deal with this pandemic. We’ve
sat in on many webinars and
conference calls since all this
began. We’ve looked, studied,
and engaged in many meetings,
including for today, about how
we would proceed. It was ad-
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Go Green, Save A Tree, With E-Statements Today
At our credit union we now offer e-statements. You’ll save on the paper costs each
month with clear, accurate statements online. So go green, save a tree, and make an
ecological statement of your own by signing up for e-statements today!
509-633-0830 I 800-572-5678
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A better way to bank.

