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Connecting With
Middle School
Students

by Ursula Ruhl
oing beyond the badge is
something Kirkwood Police
Officer Dan McCune does every
day at work.
Since August of 2018, McCune has
been the resource officer at Nipher
Middle School. Through his personal
interest and genuine caring, McCune has
taken his job beyond the four walls of the
school and developed a true connection
with the middle school students.
McCune has been with the Kirkwood
Police Department since 2011. Although
he did not have experience working with
students, when the position of resource
officer became available, it piqued his
interest.
After talking with Levaughn Smart,
director of safety and security for the
Kirkwood School District, it became
apparent that McCune was a good fit for
the job.
McCune began his career at the
Ferguson Police Department as a patrol
officer. Of 16 years with the department,
several were spent on the narcotic and
gang task force. McCune noted that his
time spent on the streets enables him to
know how to adapt to different situations.
It’s also given him the ability to talk with
just about anyone, which is an important
skill in a school environment.
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Kirkwood
Police Officer
Dan McCune
is building
relationships
with students
both during &
after school

Kirkwood Police Officer Dan McCune, a resource officer at Nipher Middle School, greets student Deion
Brown in the school cafeteria during lunch period. | photo by Ursula Ruhl

Kirkwood’s McCulloch To Lead Dogtown Parade
Former St. Louis
County Prosecuting
Attorney named this
year’s grand marshal

Bob McCulloch at Seamus McDaniel’s bar and grill in Dogtown. McCulloch
will serve as grand marshal for the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in Dogtown
on Sunday, March 17. | photo by Ursula Ruhl

IT’S MARCH! LET THE MADNESS COMMENCE!

by Don Corrigan
When it comes to being Irish, Robert P.
McCulloch has a family seal and Gaelic name
to reveal he’s the real deal. He’s the genuine
Irish article and that may explain his selection
as grand marshal for the Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade in Dogtown that gets underway at 11 a.m.,
Sunday, March 17.
This marks the 36th year for the parade of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians. The parade passes
through one of the oldest Irish neighborhoods
of St. Louis and highlights the contributions
the Irish and Irish-Americans have made to St.
Louis.
“I am fortunate to have received some honors
over the years, but being grand marshal of the
Dogtown parade is near the top,” said McCulloch,

who was elected prosecuting attorney of St.
Louis County in 1990 and served in that office
for seven terms. “I can’t imagine how proud my
Irish-born mother would be.”
McCulloch’s late mother was born in County
Mayo, Ireland, near the village of Cong. The
village can be traced back to 1111, but Americans
know it best from the 1952 Oscar-winning film,
“The Quiet Man,” which starred John Wayne,
Maureen O’Hara and Barry Fitzgerald.
“My mother always used to talk about Cong
and the old country,” recalled McCulloch. “We
visited there several times over the years to look
around and it’s really what you would expect
from seeing that classic movie.”
Cong has a medieval abbey and a castle built
by the Guinness beer barons. There are no
abbeys or castles along the March 17 parade
route in Dogtown, but Tamm Avenue is dotted
with grills and pubs, including a favorite of
McCulloch’s with the familiar Irish moniker of
Seamus McDaniel’s.
“I have been coming to this area and the parade
for almost 30 years,” said McCulloch. “I like the
downtown St. Louis parade, too, but the parade
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It’s Time! Teams announced Sun., March 17.
Fill out your bracket before Thursday, March 21 at 10 a.m.

free
to
play!
Sponsored by:

– Fielder –
Electrical Services, Inc.

First Place $300 $100 Gift Certificate to Hessler’s Pub & Grill plus
$100 Gift Certificate to Schnarr’s Hardware Co. plus
$100 Gift Certificate to Kenrick’s Meat & Catering
Second Place $100 $100 Gift Certificate to Hessler’s Pub & Grill
Third Place $50 $50 Gift Certificate to Hessler’s Pub & Grill

Join the challenge at contest.timesnewspapers.com

Webster-Kirkwood Times • South County Times • West End Word | 314.968.2699 | comment on all our news at www.timesnewspapers.com

