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Trump continues legal
challenge of election,
refuses to concede. A3
Region 1-6A likely to expand
to at least five teams. B1
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NET sees record 472 cases
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

A record 472 new COVID-19 cases were
reported on Monday in Northeast Tennessee, as
the state’s new cases also set a daily record at
5,919. Six of 15 new COVID-19 deaths reported
statewide were in the Northeast Tennessee.
That tipped Northeast Tennessee’s pandemic
death toll above 300 to 303. And the record 472
new cases pushed the region’s total cases past
17,000 for the first time, to 17,005.
The new case numbers were based on 54,580
test results statewide, compared to Sunday, with
a positive rate of 10.95%.
That is the second-highest number of new test

HONS

This May 4 file photo provided by the
University of Maryland School of
Medicine shows the first patient
enrolled in Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine
clinical trial at the school in Baltimore.
On Monday, Pfizer said its vaccine data
suggests the shots may be 90%
effective at preventing COVID-19.

SW Va. COVID-19 cases drop from Saturday’s peak
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia saw a slowdown in COVID-19 cases from
Saturday’s pandemic daily peak of 100,
according to Monday’s state health
data.
The Virginia Department of Health
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus)
reported that the state had 1,302 new
cases and six additional deaths in the

prior 24 hours for pandemic totals of
193,477 cases and 3,713 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health District saw
13 cases for totals of 2,138 and 31 deaths
during the pandemic. Wise County saw
nine cases for totals of 879 and 11
deaths. Lee County had three cases for
674 and 11 deaths.
Norton saw one case for 62 and no
deaths, while Scott County remained at
See COVID-19, Page A2
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‘Some
hope’

Clear as day

Pfizer: COVID-19
vaccine looking
90% effective
By LAURAN NEERGAARD
and LINDA A. JOHNSON
AP Medical Writers

Pfizer Inc. said Monday that
its COVID-19 vaccine may be a
remarkable 90% effective, based
on early and incomplete test
results that nevertheless
brought a big burst of optimism
to a world desperate for the
means to finally bring the catastrophic outbreak under control.
The announcement came less
than a week after an election
seen as a referendum on
President Donald Trump’s handling of the scourge, which has
killed more than 1.2 million
people worldwide, including
almost a quarter-million in the
United States alone.
“We’re in a position potentially to be able to offer some
hope,” Dr. Bill Gruber, Pfizer’s
senior vice president of clinical
development, told The
Associated Press. “We’re very
encouraged.”
Pfizer, which is developing the
vaccine with its German partner
BioNTech, now is on track to
apply later this month for emergency-use approval from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration,
once it has the necessary safety
information in hand.
Even if all goes well, authorities have stressed it is unlikely
any vaccine will arrive much
before the end of the year, and
the limited initial supplies will
be rationed.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S.
government’s top infectious-disease expert, said the results suggesting 90% effectiveness are
“just extraordinary,” adding:
“Not very many people expected
it would be as high as that.”
“It’s going to have a major
impact on everything we do with
respect to COVID,” Fauci said as
Pfizer appeared to take the lead
in the all-out global race by
pharmaceutical companies and
various countries to develop a
well-tested vaccine against the
virus.
Dr. Bruce Aylward, the World
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Framed by some of the last of the region’s fall colors, the moon ‘shines’ through a perfect autumn sky in this photo by Southwest Virginia photographer and Times
News contributor Tim Cox. Thanks to the phase of the moon and lots of sunshine, conditions have been right for the moon to be visible during daylight for several days.

Colonial Heights Middle going virtual until Nov. 23
By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — A second
Sullivan County school has gone
all virtual because of the effects
of the novel coronavirus on
adult staff and faculty and
shortages of substitute teachers.
After sending two grade levels
of students home for virtual
learning because of a shortage
of adults during the COVID-19
pandemic, Colonial Heights
Middle School has gone all virtual learning until Nov. 23.
Sullivan Central High School
went virtual on Nov. 2.

See VACCINE, Page A2
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In addition,
more than
1,300 applications have
been filed for
the Sullivan
County
Schools
Virtual
Learning
Academy for
Cox
the second
semester of the 2020-21 school
year.
WHY THE ALL-VIRTUAL OPERATION?
Sullivan County Director of
Schools David Cox confirmed on

Monday that the county middle
school on the outskirts of
Kingsport would be closed for
in-person learning until the
Monday before Thanksgiving.
Earlier, the sixth and then seventh grades at the school had
been sent home for virtual
learning, as had a grade level at
Miller Perry Elementary and all
of Sullivan Gardens K-8,
although it returned to
in-person learning on Monday.
Miller Perry’s fifth grade is set
to return on Thursday, while the
seventh grade at Colonial
Heights was to have returned on
Wednesday before the whole

Activities directors named
A long-time Sullivan South High School
coach, teacher and athletic director has
been named the activities director of
Sullivan County’s new West Ridge High
School. And the Sullivan East High
athletic director, Kim Carrier, has been
named activities director at East. A3

school went virtual. Central is
set to return on Friday.
School system officials called
such virtual moves “surgical”
approaches rather than simply
making a whole school or whole
system virtual.
See VIRTUAL, Page A3

Rogersville to host ‘Dickens of a Christmas’
The Ghost of Christmas Past will appear in Rogersville on Nov. 28 to remind us of a simpler time when all we wanted for the holidays was a song,
a dance and a fat goose. On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, downtown
Rogersville will host its inaugural “Dickens of a Christmas” festival. B3

Do you want 5 star Honda service?

We’re your dealer alternative for Honda & Acura auto repair.
• 4x4 Services
• Brakes
• Domestic Cars & Trucks
• Electric and Hybrid Vehicle
• Electrical Services
• Electronic Services

• Engine & Transmission
• Engine Maintenance
• General Services
• Heating and Cooling Services
• Import Cars & Trucks
• Miscellaneous Services

Now
Offering
Alignments

• Quick Lube Services
• Tires & Alignment
• Transmission Services
and Undercar Services
OPEN: MON-FRI 8AM-5PM
CHECK OUT OUR REVIEWS
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