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Fatal outbreaks ongoing
at SW Va. nursing homes
• Facilities have totaled more than
290 cases of COVID-19, 23 deaths

• Northeast Tennessee sees 364
new daily cases, six more deaths

JEFF BOBO — JBOBO@TIMESNEWS.NET

By MIKE STILL

Santa and his elves wave to the crowd from atop a
fire truck in this file photo of the Rogersville
Christmas Parade. As of Wednesday, Church Hill,
Rogersville, Surgoinsville and Bulls Gap had
canceled their Christmas parades due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but the communities still
have other Christmas festivities planned.

mstill@timesnews.net

Christmas
parades
canceled
in Hawkins

BIG STONE GAP — Details
emerged Wednesday of two
ongoing outbreaks in nursing
homes in Wise and Scott
counties totaling more than
290 cases and 23 deaths.
Virginia Department of
Health spokesman Robert
Parker confirmed Wednesday
that outbreaks had been
reported at Heritage Hall in
Big Stone Gap and Ridgecrest

Manor in Duffield, although
those outbreaks had not been
included on the state’s online
dashboard for outbreaks in
nursing homes, assisted
living and multi-care facilities. The site was introduced
Nov. 2 following General
Assembly legislation
allowing the release of outbreak information about
long-term care facilities.
See OUTBREAKS, Page A3

From staff reports

‘Personal responsibility’

Northeast Tennessee’s new
COVID-19 cases climbed
above 360 Wednesday as the
region’s pandemic total surpassed 19,600 and the state
saw daily cases rise by more
than 2,600.
Six new COVID-19 deaths
were reported in the region,
bringing the area’s total to
352. One death each was
reported in Hawkins,

Tennessee is just one of 14 states set
to head into the holiday season without a statewide mask mandate. A3

Washington, Carter and
Greene counties while
Sullivan County had two
deaths.
According to the Tennessee
Department of Health, 53
new deaths and 4,472
See TENNESSEE, Page A3

There’s still holiday
fun to be had
By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — As of Wednesday,
Church Hill, Rogersville, Surgoinsville, and
Bulls Gap had canceled their Christmas
parades due to the recent spike in
COVID-19 cases, and Mount Carmel is
expected to follow suit Thursday evening.
Rogersville also canceled its Dickens of a
Christmas festival that was planned for the
Saturday after Thanksgiving, and Mount
Carmel called off its annual Santa Run,
where Santa rides on top of a fire truck
and visits every street in the city limits,
throwing candy to those who come to greet
him.
However, that doesn’t mean these towns
have canceled Christmas.
Each community has something special
going on, which gives the public an opportunity to get out and get festive without
taking a chance on catching the virus.
ROGERSVILLE’S OUTDOOR
CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES
The Rogersville Heritage Association,
which ordinarily organizes an indoor
Christmas Tour of Historic Homes, is
instead moving the tour outside. Several
homeowners will be participating in an
exterior decorating contest.
The list of participating homes will be
released around the first of December on
the RHA Facebook page.
Anyone interested in participating in the
Outdoor Christmas Tour of Homes can call
(423) 754-6194. Pictures will be posted of the
homes, and the RHA will conduct a virtual
vote on Facebook to determine the best
outdoor Christmas decorations. A winner
will be announced Dec. 5.
Rogersville Chamber of Commerce
Director Nancy Barker told the Times
News on Wednesday that the city’s annual
Christmas parade has been canceled.
According to the Tennessee Department
of Health, on Monday Hawkins County had
its highest single-day report of new cases
since the pandemic began with 51. In
response, Surgoinsville Elementary,
See CHRISTMAS, Page A2
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In this file photo, Christmas lights twinkle along Broad Street as seen through the sculpture ‘Four Elements’ by Hanna Jubran. Downtown Kingsport is
being promoted as a safe place to shop during the upcoming holiday season.

Local merchants invite you to ...

Buy Different, Buy Early, Buy Local
By HANK HAYES
hhayes@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — In-person
shopping. Online shopping.
Curbside pickup.
Those three buying platforms are at the heart of
Kingsport’s Buy Different,
Buy Early, Buy Local initiative.
The effort is jointly supported by the Kingsport
Times News and Kingsport
Chamber.
“The name and its meaning
... holiday shopping was going
to be different this year by
means of in-person, online,
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etc. due to COVID,” said Billy
Kirk, Kingsport Times News
advertising director and vice
president of advertising sales
for parent company Six
Rivers Media. “We felt that
most local businesses would
need to start the holiday shopping season and promotions

much earlier than normal ...
and not just a Black Friday
one-day-only promotion.
Finally, we needed to
encourage our readers and
shoppers to shop and support
our local businesses in the
area. We all benefit in the
area with the community

See SHOP, Page A2

Be sure to buckle up this Thanksgiving

Low

63 31
Mostly sunny today

With the Thanksgiving holiday just around the corner, more motorists
will soon be hitting the streets and roads of the Tri-Cities. The Kingsport Police Department and the Tennessee Highway Safety Office
want to remind motorists to “Click It or Ticket” this holiday season. A6

• FOOD TRUCK

S

Available for purchase during the
Christmas Open House. All
proceeds benefit the Gate City
Theater Project.

• SHOPPING
Santa says, “Help everyone have a safe &
Happy Holiday! Don’t forget your mask!”
COVID-19 guidelines will be in effect throughout
our local businesses. This includes wearing a
mask & maintaining social distancing.

shopping our local businesses
... whether it’s just buying a
gift card to a local business,
shopping in-person or
ordering online for the goods
and services to our local businesses.
“We created the Buy
Different, Buy Early, Buy
Local directory on timesnews.
net to help the local businesses in the area promote
their holiday hours, specials/
offers, and in-person shopping protocol due to COVID.
Businesses can go online to

This Saturday Nov. 21
10 A.M. - 8 P.M.
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