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Drive-by shooting
leaves 9-year-old girl
dead in Elizabethton. A10
Kingsport police searching
for missing 13-year-old girl. A6
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Three Hawkins schools go virtual
Director taking COVID-19 outbreaks on a school-by-school basis
By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

weeks off to “reset” after COVID-19
numbers began to spike there.
Surgoinsville Elementary went
entirely virtual on Tuesday and is
being joined by Surgoinsville
Middle and Volunteer High School
on Wednesday.
“Surgoinsville Elementary had
over half its staff out,” Hixson told
the Times News on Tuesday. “VHS
has been hit hard with staff and student quarantines. We are now
counting up to 200 students out due
to quarantine or non COVID illness.
All students and staff will be moved
to virtual instruction, ensuring the
See VIRTUAL, Page A2
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Surgoinsville Elementary went 100% virtual on Tuesday and was being
joined by Surgoinsville Middle and Volunteer High School on Wednesday.
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SURGOINSVILLE — Three
Hawkins County schools shut down
this week due to increased
COVID-19 cases and quarantines,
including Surgoinsville Elementary,
Surgoinsville Middle and Volunteer
High School.
Classes at those schools will be
100% virtual until Nov. 30.
According to the Tennessee
Department of Health, on Monday
Hawkins County had its highest
number of new COVID-19 cases
reported in a single day since the
pandemic began with 51. That tops

the previous
records of 42 on
Nov. 9, and 38 on
Aug. 3.
As of Tuesday,
Hawkins County
had 195 new cases
reported over the
past seven days.
Hawkins
Hixson
County Director
of Schools Matt
Hixson said he is addressing COVID
outbreaks on a school-by-school
basis.
Last month, Cherokee High
School was closed the week before
fall break, giving the campus two

St. Paul’s Christmas
Bazaar moves online
due to pandemic

By MIKE STILL
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KINGSPORT — The COVID-19 pandemic has affected a number of local
events, and the annual Christmas
Bazaar at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
no exception.
The event, typically held in-person
one day a year, has transformed into a two-week
online shop this year
because of the pandemic. But even
though the
bazaar has
moved online,
there’s no
shortage of quality,
handcrafted items.
Paige Kramer,
“crafter-in-chief” and
chairperson of the
bazaar, said all the
in-person aspects of
the event, such as the
lunch, have been canceled, but shoppers
can still purchase
many of the same types
of items as in previous years, all from
the comfort of their homes.
“We’ve just kind of tried to focus on
what we can do and have something that
is familiar, kind of in a different
format,” Kramer said. “We do have a
bake sale that’s been doing great, we
still have our handmade items, our
hand-knit stuff, our creative things that
people make, and it’s just the in-person
stuff that we’ve had to do differently.”

HOLLY VIERS — HVIERS@TIMESNEWS.NET

Paige Kramer, ‘crafter-in-chief’
and chairperson of the annual
Christmas Bazaar at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, is shown
with one of the many handcrafted items available for
purchase. This year’s bazaar
has been transformed into a
two-week online event because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
At left is a wreath made with a
vintage brooch. Inset at far
left is a jewelled cross.
Pictured at top is a leafshaped blue pottery bowl.

WHEN AND HOW CAN YOU SHOP?
The online store at www.stpaulsbazaar.com is open through Friday, Nov.
20, at midnight. Shoppers can purchase
and pay online, then either choose
See BAZAAR, Page A2
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• SW Virginia sees
four more deaths,
43 new cases

From staff reports

By HOLLY VIERS

INSIDE

• Region’s new cases
drop to 111 one day
after setting record

Low
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Mostly sunny today

Northeast Tennessee saw a
drop in COVID-19 daily case
levels Tuesday as the region’s
pandemic total reached just
over 19,250.
Five new COVID-19 deaths
were reported in the region,
bringing the region’s total to
346. One case each was
reported in Washington,
Johnson, Carter, Greene and
Unicoi counties.
According to the Tennessee
Department of Health, 72 additional deaths and 1,841 new
cases brought Tennessee’s pandemic totals to 3,995 deaths
(3,705 confirmed as COVID-19
and 290 probable) and 320,729
cases (298,288 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 22,441 probable).
Of the pandemic total statewide cases, 276,497 (86%) were
listed as “inactive/recovered”
or no change since Monday’s
report
The new case numbers
were based on 14,098 new test
results statewide, since the day
before, with a positive rate of
13.22%.
Ballad Health’s Tuesday
daily COVID-19 scorecard
(www.balladhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease)
reported a seven-day test positivity rate of 19.2% for the system’s 21-county coverage area.
According to Ballad’s Tuesday
data, its coverage area surpassed Monday’s single-day
case count of 650 reported new
cases with 755 cases.
Other numbers from Ballad
on Tuesday included:
• 55 COVID-19 deaths in the
system’s service area over the
last seven days;
• 243 COVID-19 patients

mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest
Virginia’s daily COVID-19
case rate rose again,
according to Tuesday’s
state data report, while a
long-term care facility in
Lee County is still grappling with an outbreak
that has continued since
July.
The Virginia
Department of Health
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) reported
that the state had 2,125
new cases and 29 additional deaths in the prior
24 hours for pandemic
totals of 206,762 cases and
3,835 deaths.
The LENOWISCO
Health District saw 43
cases and four deaths for
totals of 2,505 and 40
deaths during the pandemic. Wise County had
20 cases and three deaths
for totals of 1,048 and 17
deaths. Scott County tallied 12 cases and one
death for 639 and 12
deaths. Lee County added
10 cases for 754 and 11
deaths, while Norton
added a case for 64 and no
deaths.
According to VDH’s
website for outbreaks in
nursing homes, assisted
living and multi-care
facilities, only two facilities have been classified
as facing outbreaks
during the pandemic.
Lee Health and
Rehabilitation in
See PANDEMIC, Page A2
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It’s time to weigh in on new skate park
Kingsport is planning to build a new Scott Adams Memorial
Skate Park near Brickyard Park — one city officials say will be
bigger and better than the original. But to do that, the city is
asking for your help. A7

It’s time for Medicare

PEN
Enrollment!
Free, No-Obligation Comparisons

October 15 - December 7
4130 Fort Henry Drive, Kingsport, TN 37663

423-239-0015

