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Region faces ‘dire situation’
• Ballad official cites community spread
as NET’s COVID-19 numbers spike
Hospitalizations surging

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

Forget about clusters. Go anywhere in
public now without taking precautions
against COVID-19, and you’re at risk of
contracting the novel coronavirus that
has killed 413 people in Ballad Health’s
21-county service area since March 1.
That was part of the message on
Wednesday from the health system’s
chief infection prevention officer and
assistant vice president of infection prevention.

• Southwest Virginia adds 62 new cases
as October surge continues
By MIKE STILL

Exasperated Ballad officials plead for residents to do
‘everything you can’ to slow spread of virus. A10

Her name is Jamie Swift, and she said
the region faces a “dire situation” as it
finds itself “in a really bad place in this
pandemic.”
“We’re really in widespread community spread of COVID-19,” Swift said.
“People continue to ask me, ‘Where is it
See SPIKE, Page A2

mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia accounted for
more than 60 new COVID-19 cases,
according to state health data released on
Wednesday.
The Virginia Department of Health
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus)
reported Wednesday that the state had
1,345 new cases and 16 deaths in the prior
24 hours for pandemic totals of 176,754
cases and 3,616 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health District

added 62 cases for totals of 1,577 infections and 26 deaths during the pandemic.
Scott County recorded 25 cases for 392
and six deaths. Wise County had 19 cases
for 638 and 10 deaths.
Lee County saw 17 cases for 496 cases
and 10 deaths. Norton added one case for
51 and no deaths.
One new outbreak was reported in the
LENOWISCO district at an unspecified
congregate setting, bring the total

“I don’t know what I would have done without Dr. Schilling
and this clinic. He is phenomenal.”

Sullivan
Gardens K-8
goes virtual
because of
COVID-19

— Brett Hamm

Last
chance
Early voting
ends today
in Tennessee

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — A Sullivan
County school has moved to all-virtual learning because of a spike in
COVID-19 quarantines, becoming
the second county school to make
such a shift.
The other affected school sent
only one grade level home.
The entire
Sullivan Gardens
K-8 operation
moved to all virtual learning
effective Tuesday
and will continue
that way through
Nov. 6, with faceto-face students
to return to
in-person
Cox
learning Nov. 9,
Director of Schools David Cox said.
The move comes on the heels of
Colonial Heights Middle School
moving the entire sixth grade to all
virtual learning. Cox said that
would end Friday and students
would return Nov. 2, barring any
additional cases or exposure.
“Sullivan Gardens (K-8) is online
through the sixth,” Cox said
Wednesday afternoon. “We had
more than half of the staff
required to quarantine.”
Quarantines are to last 14 days
and are for people exposed to a
known COVID-19 case caused by
the novel coronavirus. Isolation for
at least 10 days is required for those
who test positive.
All other Sullivan County
schools and grade levels for
face-to-face students are attending
school in-person on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
with Wednesdays virtual for all
grade levels to give time for deep
cleaning and teachers to help students who are behind catch up and
give challenges to those who need
them.
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Brett Hamm is examined by a nurse at the Church Hill Medical Mission on Tuesday. He said the mission saved his
life — and his home — after he lost his job and health insurance and racked up $30,000 in medical bills.

An essential mission
Church Hill’s ‘free clinic’ now seeing more
patients, less funding thanks to COVID-19
By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

CHURCH HILL — Earlier this year,
Brett Hamm got sick, lost his job, lost
his health insurance, and racked up a
$30,000 bill after spending two weeks
in the hospital.
He was told by the hospital that his
monthly disability check was $22.12
above the threshold for charity eligibility, and now he’s facing the possibility of being sued.
His primary physician told him to
try the Church Hill Medical Mission
(CHMM).
Hamm told the Times News that
advice saved his life and his home.
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Landon Bellamy receives his annual physical from Dr. David
Schilling on Tuesday at the Church Hill Medical Mission.

Today is the last day of early
voting in Tennessee. Turnout statewide broke the record (set in 2016)
earlier this week, according to a
statement from Secretary of State
Tre Hargett’s office. And early
turnout in Sullivan County was on
track to see its
early turnout
record broken as
well, Sullivan
County
Administrator of
Elections Jason
Booher said.
Election Day is
Nov. 3.
“The all-time
Booher
record for voter
turnout of 66,439 was set in the
November 2016 presidential election,” Booher told the Times News
on Tuesday. “We are on track to
exceed the early voting turnout of
November 2016.”
Booher noted that through
Monday, more than 42,670
in-person and by-mail ballots had
been cast.
He said voters are encouraged to
cast their ballot during early voting
for several reasons.
“We do not know what the
weather will be, but it is likely
voters will need to stand outside
their assigned polling location as a
result of social distancing,” Booher
said. “Unfortunately, many voters
do not update their address with
the election commission when they
move. It is a felony offense when a
voter does not provide their current legal residence when voting.
The process of changing an
address on Election Day is not as
efficient as it is during early voting.
Unlike early voting, voters with an
address change will likely be
directed to a different polling

Scott County Christmas ornament available
Scott County is gearing up for the holiday season with the debut of its new
Christmas ornament. Released by the Scott County Chamber of Commerce, this year’s ornament is now available for purchase. It features a photo of Williams Mill that’s based on an original painting of the structure. A6

Happy Halloween from Mama’s House!!
• Book your holiday party soon!
• “Breakfast for lunch” every Saturday 10-3
• Made-from-scratch recipes made all day long
Folks you cannot beat this deal! Hands Down the “Best value in town!!”

Located at 2608 N. John B. Dennis Hwy!!

See ELECTION, Page A3

