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More than 100 men, women and children attended Wednesday’s Veterans Day ceremony at the Kingsport Veterans Memorial at J. Fred Johnson Park. See additional photos at www.timesnews.net.

Rogersville Veterans Day
speaker touts service:
‘God bless the defenders’

Kingsport Veterans
Day ceremony
draws a crowd
despite pandemic

By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net
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KINGSPORT — In a year during
which COVID-19 has changed all our
lives, sometimes in drastic and challenging ways, the pandemic failed on
Wednesday to keep too many people
away from the Model City’s ceremony
honoring our nation’s veterans.
More than 100 men, women and
children came to the Kingsport
Veterans Memorial at J. Fred Johnson
Park on
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for those who
chose not to
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“We observe this holiday in honor
of our veterans because of what they
gave for us, in many cases their lives,
and also because of what they gave to
us, the opportunity to live in a free
nation as free people,” said Lt. Col.
Scott Carpenter, commander of the
Holston Army Ammunition Plant and
the keynote speaker.
Veterans Day is an annual U.S. holiday honoring military veterans with
ceremonies typically held at the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month — the official ending of World
War I. President Woodrow Wilson
first proclaimed the holiday in 1919,
then called Armistice Day, to honor
See VETERANS DAY, Page A3
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Frank Gray places flowers on the Hawkins County Veterans Memorial in Rogersville during
Wednesday’s Veterans Day program to honor his wife’s brother, Sgt. Fred Allen Gassman,
who went missing and was presumed killed in Laos on Oct. 5, 1970.

Rogersville Gold Star family honors
brother 50 years after he went MIA
By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — While his
wife, Penelope, was doing the
same thing in
her Florida
hometown, on
Wednesday
Rogersville
Gold Star
family member Frank
Gray honored
the life and
service of his
Gassman
brother-in-law,
Sgt. Fred Allen Gassman, who
went missing and was presumed
killed in Laos 50 years ago.
Every year Frank and
Penelope honor Gassman during
the Gold Star family recognition
See GOLD STAR, Page A2
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In this file photo from the 2019 Rogersville
Veterans Day program, Penelope Gray places
flowers on the Hawkins County War Memorial in
honor of her brother Fred Allen Gassman.

ROGERSVILLE — To quote Bluff City Alderman
and retired Army Command Sgt. Major Jeff
Broyles, “Some dream the dream, some live the
dream and others defend the dream.”
“God bless the
defenders, and I’m
proud to have been
one of them, and still
am today,” Broyles
told the crowd during
Rogersville’s
Veterans Day program Wednesday
morning.
Broyles, who
served in the Army
from 1986 to 2016 and
participated in 17
deployments —
earning Bronze Stars
for his action during
Operation Desert
Storm, Operation
Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring
Freedom, was the
keynote speaker for
Wednesday’s
Veterans Day program.
“THANK THOSE
WHO PUT THEIR
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LIVES ON THE LINE”
Command Sgt. Major Jeff
Broyles’ comments Broyles, who served in the Army
were preceded by the from 1986 to 2016, was the
ringing of the bell 11 keynote speaker for Rogersville’s Veterans Day program.
times at the 11th
hour by Cub Scout
Pack 100 to open Wednesday’s program, followed
by a prayer conducted by the Rev. Tecky Hicks and
opening remarks by the master of ceremonies,
Capt. Thomas Wheeler (retired).
“On Veterans Day we honor every man and
woman who has worn the uniform of our country,”
Wheeler said. “Americans who stepped forward
and swore an oath to support and defend the

COVID-19 kills seven more across NET
Seven new COVID-19 deaths and 239 additional COVID-19 cases were
reported Wednesday in Northeast Tennessee. Those numbers include
confirmed and probable cases. The seven new deaths brought the
eight-county region’s pandemic total to 326. A6

See ROGERSVILLE, Page A2

