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Pennington Gap man
killed in crash near
Big Stone Gap. A4
Elliott makes final race;
Harvick eliminated. B1
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Accessing Domtar
Kingsport endorses TDOT road improvement plan
prompted by changes at Center Street facility
By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net
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The main route for tractor-trailers coming into Domtar will be from
Interstate 26 to Stone Drive down this section of Lynn Garden Drive
into a new entrance at the intersection of West Center Street.

KINGSPORT — The Tennessee
Department of Transportation has
developed plans to improve tractortrailer access to Domtar in connection with the company’s $300 million
conversion project currently
underway.
The Kingsport Board of Mayor and
Aldermen recently endorsed those
plans, which call for improvements
to two key intersections along Lynn
Garden Drive.
In August, Domtar announced it
would permanently close its
uncoated freesheet manufacturing
plant in Kingsport and the converting center in Ridgefields and
then over the next three years convert the Kingsport site to manufacture linerboard.
It’s a $300 million project expected
to wrap up in 2023.
One notable change resulting from
the project is how tractor-trailers
will access the Domtar property.

Before the plant went idle in April,
the trucks — loaded with woodchips
— would come into the plant off
Industry Drive, day and night, practically every day of the week.
The conversion plan outlines the
future main route for trucks coming
to Domtar: Interstate 26 to Stone
Drive, to Lynn Garden Drive and
then to a new plant entrance on
Center Street.
Because of this change, TDOT
came up with plans to improve the
intersections of Stone Drive and
Lynn Garden and Lynn Garden and
Center.
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
In order to ease the merging of
traffic coming from Stone Drive to
Lynn Garden, motorists traveling
south will be directed to the far left
lane, thus allowing for a dedicated
merging lane coming down the ramp,
said City Manager Chris McCartt.
“That will go down to two lanes as
the road nears Lynn Garden and

Center,” McCartt said. “It’s much
easier to merge into a dedicated lane
instead of having to stop and merge
over. It really should have minimal
impact on other motorists as they
travel Lynn Garden.”
The second piece of the improvements is at Lynn Garden and Center,
which will include new signals and
re-striping to allow for four lanes
instead of three, to better facilitate
the movement of truck traffic into
Domtar’s new entrance, McCartt
said.
Some modifications will also take
place at the exit ramps from I-26 to
Stone Drive and radius improvements at the ramps off Stone Drive to
Lynn Garden. Work will begin sometime next year, as a firm date has yet
to be established, city and state officials said.
“The goal is to have these improvements in place prior to Domtar
ramping back up for operations. We
hope we’re able to meet that,”
McCartt said.

SW Virginia sees 145
new COVID-19 cases
in past two days
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia
saw more than 140 new
COVID-19 cases in the past
two days, according to state
health data Sunday.
The Virginia Department
of Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus)
reported that the state had
2,753 new cases and 12
deaths in the prior 48
hours for pandemic totals
of 182,393 cases and 3,655
deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health
District added 145 cases
since Friday’s report for
totals of 1,804 and 26
deaths during the pandemic. Lee County added
63 cases in two days for 579
and 10 deaths. Wise County
had 43 cases for 712 and 10
deaths.
Scott County saw 38
cases for 461 and six
deaths. Norton added one
case for 52 cases and no
deaths.
By comparison, on Oct. 1
the LENOWISCO district
locality case and death
totals stood at:
• Lee County: 290 and
seven.
• Norton: 35 and no
deaths.
• Wise County: 426 and
nine.
• Scott County: 194 and
four.
The statewide testing
rate for people with nasal
swab and antigen tests in
Sunday’s VDH report was

Tennessee
says system
upgrades
could affect
count reports
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

The Tennessee Department of
Health’s daily online COVID-19
report Sunday reported zero
new deaths statewide, 754 new
cases statewide, and 23 new
cases for the eight-county
Northeast Tennessee region.
The department announced
late Friday that upgrades to its
disease surveillance system over
the weekend could impact the
state’s daily COVID-19 count
reports. A press release stated as
a result of the upgrade, “TDH
may not be able to provide
updated COVID-19 case data on
Saturday, Oct. 31 and Sunday,
Nov. 1.”
Statewide, the 754 new cases
reported Sunday brought
Tennessee’s pandemic total to
261,426 (246,563 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 14,863 probable),
with 233,175 of those cases listed
as “inactive/recovered.”
The statewide death toll held
steady at 3,353.
The 23 new cases reported for
Northeast Tennessee: eight in
Washington County (3,948 total
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CONTRIBUTED BY ROBERT BLOOMER

A crew from Sigora Solar installs racks and mounts for solar panels on the roof of Iron Works Cycling in Big Stone Gap on Friday.

Look on the sunny side
Business in Big Stone Gap giving solar power a shot
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

BIG STONE GAP — Lorenzo
Rodriguez and Robert Bloomer
operate an outdoor adventure
business in Big Stone Gap, but
the two men are trying a new
adventure: practical solar power.
Bloomer and Appalachian
Voices New Economy Program
manager Chelsea Barnes
watched under cloudy skies
Friday as a team of installers set
mounting tracks, wiring and
solar panels to convert the roof
of Iron Works Cycling on Wood

Avenue into a 16-kilowatt solar
energy farm.
Bloomer said the rooftop
arrangement is expected to cover
Iron Works’ annual electricity
use, including replacing a wood
pellet-burning heater with electric heat, once final inspections
by electric utility Old Dominion
Power and the county building
code inspector are done.
“Chelsea put us in touch with
the group handling grant funding
for the project, and that made
this really affordable for us,”
Bloomer said. “Lorenzo is really
the mover behind us doing this,

Muddy Creek action
In a motocross event featuring riders from across the country,
Matthew Burkeen beat Adam Britt for the Pro division title. Burkeen
won the first moto and finished second in race No. 2. Britt was the
runner-up in the first race and third in the second. B1

and after four years it’ll be a netzero expense.”
Barnes said the Iron Works
project got started through a
$25,000 grant from Hammond
Climate Solutions and its managed Solar Moonshot Program.
Solar Moonshot has helped fund
solar power installations at institutional and educational sites in
several states, and the program
granted $25,000 of the $37,000
total cost of the Iron Works
project.
The project also ties in with
See SOLAR, Page A2

