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Northward extension of
SR 357 under consideration
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — The Tennessee
Department of Transportation has
worked up new options for building a
road between Interstate 81’s Exit 63
(Airport Parkway) and Memorial
Boulevard (State Route 126).
It is not the same project commonly
called “Airport Parkway North” several years ago. This project would not
cut through Chestnut Ridge to connect directly to Stone Drive, which
helped spur public backlash against
that once-hot topic.
The latest effort is considered by
some as “357 lite” because it is seen

as a smaller version of that project
and is a reference to its official designation as State Route 357 North.
The Sullivan County Commission
saw and heard a presentation on the
potential new road last week.
It is designed in part, according to
that presentation, to improve access
to the county’s new high school, West
Ridge. It would provide a more direct
route to the school from neighborhoods to the east and north without
having to get on I-81. It also could
provide non-I-81 access to traffic
coming to the school from Colonial
Heights via Fall Creek Road.
Even if the project were approved
by all parties involved, it would be an

estimated eight to 11 years before the
new road would be completed.
Estimated cost: $46 million for the
“eastern” route option; $54 million
for the “western” route option, which
the presentation indicated would be
about 3.5 miles in length and would
better serve the new school.
Both options traverse mostly undeveloped areas, and neither would
“take” more than “a few” homes.
Adjusting the actual routes could further reduce the number of homes in
question.
Those cost estimates, from TDOT,
are “probably worst-case cost.”
See 357, Page A2
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Southwest
Virginia
sees 48 new
cases, 1 death

By J.H. OSBORNE

By HANK HAYES

KINGSPORT — Kingsport-based
Eastman has announced this year’s
launch of its Supplies for Soldiers campaign, which helps military members.
For Eastman employee Travis
Coomer, being overseas during the holidays in 2018 was one of the toughest
times of his military deployment. One
thing that helped him keep his head up
was the shipment of care packages he
received through Eastman’s Supplies
for Soldiers campaign. Now that he’s
back home, he’s paying it forward, and
he hopes the Kingsport community
will help do the same.
A Kingsport native, Coomer graduated from Dobyns-Bennett High School
in December 2009 and joined the U.S.
Army the following month. Most
recently deployed to Eastern Europe

TDOT
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Travis Coomer smiles with his Supplies for Soldiers care
package. Items are shipped directly to the Supplies for Soldiers
headquarters on Lincoln Street. Supporters can also make a
donation online through the Eastman Foundation. All monetary
donations are used to purchase items for the care packages
sent to military members.

Northeast Tennessee had its
second-highest number of new
COVID-19 cases in a single day
reported on Sunday: 464, bringing
the eight-county region’s pandemic total to 18,646.
Three new COVID-19 deaths
were reported in the region: two in
Washington County and one in
Carter County. The deaths bring
the region’s death toll to 339.
Statewide, 16 new deaths and
5,817 new cases brought
Tennessee’s pandemic totals to
3,893 deaths (3,620 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 273 probable) and
310,937 cases (289,358 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 21,579 probable).
270,091 (87%) of the 310,937 cases
were listed as “inactive/recovered.”
The new case numbers were
based on 45,396 new test results
statewide, since the day before,
with a positive rate of 12.37%.
Ballad Health’s daily COVID-19
Scorecard on Sunday reported a

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia neared 50
new COVID-19 cases and the only
death in Virginia, according to
Sunday’s state data report.
The Virginia Department of
Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) reported that the state
had 1,161 new cases and one additional death in the prior 24 hours
for pandemic totals of 201,960 cases
and 3,800 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health District
saw 48 cases and one death for
totals of 2,433 and 36 deaths during
the pandemic. Scott County had 18
cases and a death for totals of 625
and 11 deaths. Lee County saw 16
cases for 739 and 11 deaths.
Wise County added 14 cases,

See SULLIVAN, Page A2

See VIRGINIA, Page A2

Rogersville may put new city hall, gym, pools next to City Park
By JEFF BOBO

“What the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen are looking at is a recreational
facility, as well as a city hall, governmental offices, indoor pool — that type of
thing,” Phillips told the Times News
Thursday.
Pfeffer-Torode provided the Times News
with two drawings that were submitted
for consideration when the committee was
considering different firms for the project.
Phillips said that those drawings played
a big role in Pfeffer-Torode getting the nod
for the project.
“That may not be it specifically,”
Phillips said of those initial drawings.
“Obviously they’re pretty rough at this
stage of the game. But I think they’ll bring
that and a little more detail to the next
Board of Mayor and Aldermen to show

jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — Next month, architects are expected to present the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen with conceptual
drawings of ideas for a new indoor rec
center and city office complex that will be
located adjacent to Rogersville City Park.
City Attorney Bill Phillips, who sits on
the committee that selected Nashvillebased Pfeffer-Torode Architecture, said
the former Unite Grocery complex at 921
E. Main St. is expected to feature multiple
buildings including a new city hall and
indoor gymnasium and swimming pool.
On Tuesday, the BMA gave final
approval to enter into a contract for architectural services with Pfeffer-Torode,
which is expected to make a presentation
to the BMA at its Dec. 8 meeting.
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In March, the Rogersville Board of Mayor and Aldermen purchased the 3-acre shopping complex at 921 E.
Main St. for $625,000.

Owens scores big

Low

55 34
Mostly sunny today

Jimmy Owens, aka the “Newport Nightmare,” took the checkered flag
in Saturday’s $15,000-to-win Crate Late Model National Championship on the four-tenths-mile dirt track. Owens started 10th but sliced
his way up through the field. B1
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Available for purchase during the
Christmas Open House. All
proceeds benefit the Gate City
Theater Project.

• SHOPPING
Santa says, “Help everyone have a safe &
Happy Holiday! Don’t forget your mask!”
COVID-19 guidelines will be in effect throughout
our local businesses. This includes wearing a
mask & maintaining social distancing.

This Saturday Nov. 21
10 A.M. - 8 P.M.
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