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Ballad: Drop in COVID
hospitalizations due to
‘a lot of people dying’
Health system forced to use morgue trailer
as 20 patients die at JCMC last weekend
By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

JOHNSON CITY — For
the first time in more than
two months, the number of
patients hospitalized with
COVID-19 at Ballad Health
facilities appears to be
trending downward,
though it remains to be
seen whether the worst of
this surge is truly over.
As of Wednesday, 371
people were hospitalized

with the virus across
Ballad’s hospitals — its
lowest point in more than
two weeks. The number of
patients requiring critical
care, however, remains
high with 105 in the ICU
and 87 on ventilators. The
number of ICU patients
has not dropped below 100
since Sept. 7, while ventilator patients were at a
record level on Tuesday.
There were 215 others
being treated in the sys-

tem’s Safer-At-Home program, which saw a record
number of referrals over
the past day, bringing the
total number of people
Ballad is treating for
COVID-19 to 586. Three of
those are children, all of
whom are hospitalized at
Niswonger Children’s
Hospital.
During a press conference last week, hospital
See BALLAD, Page A2
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Ken Olinger, manager of the Kingsport Welcome Center, sits in the lobby on Wednesday morning. The
facility was recently named the Welcome Center of the Year at the 2021 Governor’s Conference on
Hospitality and Tourism in Murfreesboro. ‘I’m very excited to have my team’s work recognized. ... I’m
very proud of the work we do on the frontlines for our tourism industry,’ Olinger said.

Some welcome news
for Kingsport
I-26 welcome center
named tops in state

Wallen’s BMS
show sells out
in less than
two hours

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

By MARINA WATERS
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BRISTOL — Race cars move pretty fast
at Bristol Motor Speedway — but so do
tickets to see country superstar Morgan
Wallen.
Wallen’s Bristol show set for Saturday,
Oct. 30 sold out in less than two hours
after going on sale to the general public at
9 a.m. Tuesday.
Wallen announced the show over the
weekend along with four other tour dates
with two in Alabama, and one each in
Georgia and Iowa. Each show on the tour
is now sold out.
“Thank you,” Wallen said in a post on
Instagram. “Y’all continue to blow me
away with your support for me and my
music. Me and the crew can’t wait to get
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Morgan Wallen will headline a show at Bristol
Motor Speedway on Oct. 30. Country singer
Granger Smith — along with his redneck alter ego,
Earl Dibbles Jr. — will also perform, as will singers
Larry Fleet, Jon Langston and ERNEST.

out there and see your faces. Let’s get it!!!”
Wallen is an East Tennessee native from
Sneedville, which is about an hour and a
half from BMS. The country singer
See WALLEN, Page A2

KINGSPORT — The Kingsport
Welcome Center, located on Interstate 26,
has been named the Welcome Center of
the Year.
The facility received the award at the
2021 Governor’s Conference on
Hospitality and Tourism held Sept. 16 at
the Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro.
“I’m very excited to have my team’s
work recognized,” said Ken Olinger,
manager of the Kingsport Welcome
Center.
“The guests appreciate a clean and
safe center to stop, rest and enjoy. I’m
very proud of the work we do on the
frontlines for our tourism industry.”
Olinger, who will retire at the end of
September, has been with the Tennessee
Department of Tourist Development for
20 years.
He began his career at the Bristol
Welcome Center in 2001 and was promoted to manager in 2011. In 2014,
Olinger was transferred to the Kingsport
Welcome Center, where he assisted with
the startup of the newly constructed
facility.
Kingsport’s Welcome Center received
an average customer satisfaction rating
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The Kingsport Welcome Center features a Civil
War exhibit in the cabin area, weather and traffic
monitors in the lobby, and a dog walk area.

of 4.94/5 and a bimonthly inspection
rating of 99.5/100, according to a press
release from the TDTD. The center features a Civil War exhibit in the cabin
area, weather and traffic monitors in the
lobby, and a dog walk area.
“The I-26 Sullivan County Welcome
Center in Kingsport always goes above
and beyond to provide excellent service
and first-class hospitality to the thousands of visitors that frequent the center
each year,” said TDTD Commissioner
Mark Ezell.
The TDTD operates 16 welcome centers and maintains brochures in 19 rest
areas across the state. All 16 welcome
See WELCOME, Page A2
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The dog days of autumn
Asbury Place at Kingsport held its fall Top Dog show Wednesday afternoon for residents with a small, but spirited group
of canines coming out for the event. The dogs were judged in 10 categories, including Best Groomed, Best Bark, Best
Puppy Eyes and Best Dressed. At left, Gloria Blythe poses with Best in Show winner, Charlie the rescue dog. At right,
Chewie, last year’s winner, captured first place but appears less than enthusiastic about the proceedings.
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Ready to rumble, Civil War style
Reenactors and historians are expected to bring the Old Hawley Farm
to life this weekend as they re-create the Battle of Blountville, a Civil
War clash that took place in September 1863. Organizers say this
year’s event will be like none other presented before. A6
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