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Kingsport Axmen player arrested
KPD says player threatened to ‘kill multiple people;’ two games postponed
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — The Kingsport
Axmen postponed games Monday
and Tuesday after now-former player
Matthew T. Taylor, 21, threatened to
“kill multiple people,” according to
the Kingsport Police Department.
Taylor, a pitcher, played college
baseball in 2021 for Kansas, where he

appeared in four games as a relief
pitcher. He graduated from DobynsBennett High School in 2018.
Prior to Taylor’s arrest being confirmed by police, Axmen officials had
said only that a member had been
removed from the Appalachian
League team for “conduct of concern
and violations of team rules.”
Chris Allen, Boyd Sports president
and COO, issued this statement when

asked for comment:
“A player has been removed from
the team for conduct of concern and
violations of team rules. As we continue to evaluate the facts of the
matter, we have postponed the game
and will keep our fans informed.”
Axmen General Manager Steve
Brice, when asked for comment,
issued the same statement.
Later Tuesday evening, the

Kingsport Police Department
released the following:
• On July 12 at approximately
12:30 p.m., Kingsport Police Patrol
Officers were called to Hunter Wright
Stadium, 800 Granby Road, to stand
by while team management dismissed a Kingsport Axmen baseball
player, Matthew T. Taylor, from the
See AXMEN, Page A2
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for September
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There were plenty of fishermen in the tailwaters of the South Holston River on Tuesday as the TVA put on an informational event.

TVA event promotes trout fishing at South Holston
By JOE AVENTO
javento@timesnews.net

BRISTOL, Tenn. — The
South Holston River’s tailwaters are known around the
country for trout fishing.
Keeping that reputation
takes a lot of work, and the
Tennessee Valley Authority,
which manages the reservoir
system of which the South
Holston is a part, takes it
seriously.
The TVA put on an event
Tuesday at the weir dam
below South Holston Dam,
bringing together several
agencies and organizations
with the same goal — preserving and promoting areas
like the South Holston.

“Stewardship is one of
TVA’s main missions,” said
Dennis Baxter, an aquatic
zoologist who manages river
and reservoir compliance for
TVA. “Basically to preserve
an area like this and enhance
it so we can have a fabulous
trout fishery out here.
“If you come to the South
Holston, more than likely
you’re going to catch fish
because the TVA provided a
better habitat, which is better
water quality, better areas
for the fish, better areas for
the fishermen.”
That was the theme of the
day. Tuesday’s get-together
was one of six similar events
See LEARNING TO FLY, Page A2
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Dave Matthews of the TVA explains how he checks on the health of an
ecosystem to Rep. Diana Harshbarger.

BLOUNTVILLE — If you’re interested in
buying land at what might seem like a good
price, Sullivan County has more than 100 parcels up for bid. The parcels have all landed on
the list after failing to attract a minimum bid
during one or more public auctions.
They are often very small, irregularly
shaped, sometimes landlocked, and buyers
might still have to pay past-due city tax bills.
In some cases, it’s a challenge to get a clear
deed, which in turn can severely limit use of
the property.
Earlier this week, the Sullivan County
Delinquent Tax Committee accepted bids on
two such pieces of property. Potential action
on the parcels was advertised in the Times
News, as required by law.
The committee voted to accept the following:
• $50 from Mary Tilly, 825 Williams St.
Extension, Bristol, for a landlocked lot
described as “North of Williams Street
Extension,” that adjoins Tilly’s address. The
property assessor’s market value on the lot:
$5,300. The county has owned the property
since March 2003, when no one bid the
amount owed in delinquent taxes: $785.82.
• $400 from Nodaway River Land and Cattle,
of Marianna, Florida, for a parcel on Canton
Road with the owner listed as “unknown,”
and a delinquent tax bill of $5,538 (no taxes
paid since 2001). The property assessor’s
market value on the vacant lot: $10,400.
In the past, Sullivan County usually held a
yearly delinquent tax sale for the properties
with past due taxes. This year there will be
two. The next one is scheduled for September.
See AUCTION, Page A2

New Kingsport BOE members take oaths; some educators getting more pay
KINGSPORT — New
Kingsport Board of Education
members Melissa Woods and
Brandon Fletcher took oaths of
office at Tuesday’s school board
meeting.
Afterward, the five-member
board got down to business by
approving unexpected pay
increases for some school
system employees for the new
school year.
The good news for some

teachers was the fix for an accidental doubling of bond repayment money of more than
$300,000 in the 2021-22 budget.
The board corrected that and
instead directed the money
toward more quickly increasing
pay some teachers are due on
the new pay plan.
Instead of advancing onefourth the amount on the scale
for 2021-22, the found money will
fund teacher pay to half the
amount on the scale.
It won’t affect all teachers,
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only some of those hired during
a single-lane pay plan the school
system used. Among other
things, the system was weighted
toward rewarding teachers for
having higher student test
scores. It was used for a few
years before going back to a
more traditional one last school
year.
Woods and Fletcher, as has
become customary for new
school board and Board of
Mayor and Aldermen members,
See SCHOOL BOARD, Page A2

From left, Kingsport Superintendent
Jeff Moorhouse and
new school board
members Melissa
Woods and Brandon
Fletcher participate
in Tuesday’s school
board meeting. The
two took the oath
of office at the start
of the Board of
Education meeting.
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Fun Fest Trash Barrel Paint-In returns

Low

When you think of Fun Fest, you typically think of concerts,
fireworks and block parties. But for 34 years, the community
has flocked to the grounds at Allandale Mansion to paint trash
barrels galore before the celebration begins. A6

88 67
Mostly cloudy today
with a 30% chance
of showers/storms
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