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‘Prestigious honor’
By MARYBETH MCLAIN
COMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

KINGSPORT — DobynsBennett High School seniors
Caleb Buell and Ryan Herzog
have been named among 625
semifinalists in the 2021 U.S.
Presidential Scholars Program.
They are competing with top
high school students nominated
across the country. Caleb Buell is
the son of Gregory and Audra
Buell, and Ryan Herzog is the
son of Jeff and Shelly Herzog.
“Congratulations to both Caleb

Buell

Herzog

and Ryan, who have worked
incredibly hard for this individual honor,” said Dr. Chris
Hampton, Dobyns-Bennett principal.

Hawkins
man faces
murder
charge

“This is also a significant
honor for our community to be
able to boast two of the 13 semifinalists for the entire state of
Tennessee are from DobynsBennett; for what is widely recognized as the most prestigious
honor a high school senior can
earn. Dobyns-Bennett is fortunate to have had three former
students win the Presidential
Scholarship, with the last being
in 2007. I wish both young men
the absolute best as they move
forward and on behalf of our
school, I thank them for repre-

D-B students named semifinalists
for Presidential Scholarship
senting us with great class, character and integrity.”
From nearly 3.6 million graduating high school seniors, more
than 6,500 students were identified as candidates in the program, and 625 semifinalists have
been selected from across the
country.
These semifinalists form the
pool from which the 2021
scholars will be chosen.
Established in 1964 by executive order of the president, the
program recognizes and honors
the nation’s most distinguished

Dream on

graduating seniors for their
accomplishments in academic
success, leadership, and service
to school and community.
In 1979, the program was
extended to recognize students
who demonstrated exceptional
talent in the visual, creative and
performing arts.
In 2015, the program was
expanded once again to recognize students who demonstrate
ability and accomplishment in
career and technical fields.
See SCHOLARS, Page A2
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ROGERSVILLE — A Hawkins
County man accused in the Dec. 30,
2020, shooting of a family friend
who lived in his home was served
Sunday with a sealed Hawkins
County grand jury indictment on a
charge of second-degree murder.
Nathan Kendrick Lane, 35, of
Rogersville has
been held in the
Hawkins County
Jail since the night
of the shooting. His
bond is set at
$500,000 pending his
arraignment in
Hawkins County
Criminal Court,
which is set for
Lane
June 11.
Sheriff Ronnie Lawson told the
Times News on Monday that the
victim, Jordan Ridge Pilcher, 26, lived
in the same residence as Lane, and
was the father of Lane’s sister’s child.
Lawson said no other information
about a possible motive for the
shooting can be released at this time.
On Dec. 30 at 6:24 p.m., the Hawkins
County Sheriff’s Office responded to
a report of shots fired at the Lane residence on Burem Road near
Rogersville.
While en route, deputies were notified by Central Dispatch that Pilcher
had been shot by Lane, and that Lane
was still in the residence.
Upon arrival, Sgt. Sam Wilhoit and
Deputy Bryan Sanders gave verbal
commands for everyone inside to exit
the house.
Lane was the first to exit and was
detained, and he was followed by two
witnesses.
According to reports, upon entering
the residence Sanders and Wilhoit
observed Pilcher lying unresponsive
on the floor of a bedroom and suffering from an apparent gunshot
wound.
CPR was administered by the HCSO
until Hawkins County EMS arrived
on the scene and took over.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Air travel in
the U.S. hit its highest mark since
COVID-19 took hold more than 13 months
ago, while European Union officials are
proposing to ease restrictions on visitors
to the continent as the vaccine sends new
cases and deaths tumbling in more
affluent countries.
The improving picture in many places
contrasts with the
SW Virginia update
worsening disaster
The Virginia Departin India.
ment of Health said
In the U.S., the
Monday that Southwest
average number of
Virginia reported six
new cases per day
COVID-19-related cases
fell below 50,000 for
and no deaths for
the first time since
pandemic totals of 7,736
October. And nearly and 201 deaths. A8
1.67 million people
were screened at U.S. airport checkpoints
on Sunday, according to the
Transportation Security Administration,
the highest number since mid-March of
last year.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed legislation giving him sweeping powers to
invalidate local emergency measures put
in place during the outbreak. While the
law doesn’t go into effect until July, the
Republican governor said he will issue an
executive order to more quickly get rid of
local mask mandates.
“I think this creates a structure that’s
going to be a little bit more respectful, I
think, of people’s businesses, jobs,
schools and personal freedom,” he said.
Las Vegas is bustling again after casino
capacity limits were raised Saturday to
80% and person-to-person distancing was
dropped to 3 feet. New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo announced that New York City’s
subways will begin running all night
again and capacity restrictions on most
businesses will end statewide in mid-May.
And Los Angeles County reported no
coronavirus deaths on Sunday and
Monday, some of which may be attributable to a lag in reporting but was nevertheless a hopeful sign that could move the
county to allow an increase in capacity at
events and venues — and indoor-service
at bars.

Nearly 100 volunteers armed with
gloves and sanitizer, rakes and shovels
spent the better part of a day on
Saturday cleaning up the Darrell’s
Dream Boundless Playground at
Warriors Path State Park. With the
support of local businesses and
community groups, the cleanup
included several maintenance projects,
as well as replenishing the rubber mulch
in the play areas, pressure-washing the
playground equipment, weeding the
playground and rain gardens, and
restocking the sand island.
Volunteers included members of local
civic groups, churches, ROTCs and
individual residents who all wanted to
participate in this Day of Service event.
Sponsors who donated time, goods
and/or services include: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints;
ACC Community Workers; Celebration
Church; Christ Fellowship Church;
Celebration Church; the city of
Kingsport; Hardee’s (Capstone
Restaurants); Mycroft Signs; First
Baptist Church Youth Group; Food City;
Kingsport Jaycees; Kiwanis Club of
Kingsport; Lions Club of Kingsport;
Northeast Tennessee Master Gardeners;
Palmer Center Foundation; Faris
Properties LLC (McDonald’s); DobynsBennett and Sullivan South Key Clubs;
tribal members of the Remnant Yuchi
Nation; Tennessee Promise and
Tennessee Achieves students; and
Walmart Super Centers of Kingsport.
Darrell’s Dream Boundless Playground is
a place where children of all abilities
can learn and play on swings and slides,
elevated sand boxes, an eight-station
interactive Braille trail and a fully
accessible tree house. The playground
opened in 2007 and draws more than
165,000 visitors a year.
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Arson not suspected in car hauler fire

Low

The Hawkins County Sheriff’s Office continues to investigate a
massive fire that destroyed three car haulers and five cars late
Thursday night near Rogersville, although Sheriff Ronnie Lawson
said Monday the cause appears to be mechanical. A8
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Mostly cloudy today
with a 65% chance
of showers/storms
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