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Trump, Biden
in tight battle
as swing states
keep counting
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE
MILLER, JILL COLVIN
and ALEXANDRA JAFFE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
won Florida, the nation’s
most prized battleground
election state, and he and
Democrat Joe Biden
shifted their focus early
Wednesday to three
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At left, Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden visits with residents across the street from the Joseph R. Biden Jr. Aquatic Center in
Wilmington, Delaware, on Tuesday. At right, President Donald Trump speaks at the Trump campaign headquarters in Arlington, Virginia.

Northern industrial states
that could prove crucial in
determining who wins the
White House.

Neither candidate had
the 270 Electoral College
votes needed to win the
presidency during an epic

campaign that will shape
America’s response to the
surging pandemic and
foundational questions of

See ELECTION, Page A2

Sullivan voters OK
liquor by the drink
for rural areas

More inside
• Kingsport pharmacist Diana
Harshbarger became the first
woman ever to be elected to
represent Northeast Tennessee’s
1st Congressional District. A6
• Tennessee state Sen. Jon
Lundberg and state Rep. Bud
Hulsey easily won re-election to
their seats on Tuesday. A6
• The battle for control of the
Senate tightened Tuesday after
Democrats picked up a seat in
Colorado but suffered a setback
in Alabama, and Republicans
held their own in high-profile
races in South Carolina, Texas
and Kansas. A7
• Pat Stilwell won the Mount
Carmel mayoral race, and Church
Hill re-elected Dennis Deal to a
sixth mayoral term. A7
• Voters in Wise, Lee and Scott
counties and Norton rejected the
Democratic president/vice
president team of Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris and incumbent
Democratic U.S. Senator Mark
Warner in unofficial results. A9
• National news in recent days
has been filled with stories of
court voting challenges, voter
suppression and highway battles
between Trump and Biden
supporters. That did not seem to
be the case in SW Virginia. A10

economic fairness and
racial justice.
The two men were locked
in tight races across the

country, with Trump
retaining Texas and
claiming the battlegrounds
of Ohio and Iowa while
Biden won Minnesota and
New Hampshire, two
modest prizes the president had hoped to take.
Races were too early to
call in some of other
fiercely contested and critical states on the map,
including North Carolina,
Georgia and Pennsylvania.
The president, by early
Wednesday, had retained
many states he won in 2016
and, as long predicted, the
race in part seemed to rest
on the three northern

the issue.
The primary
sponsor of
the resolution to do
so was
County
Commissioner

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net
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This artist’s rendering shows what a casino and hotel on the site of the old Bristol Mall would
look like at night. Bristol, Virginia, residents voted Tuesday to allow the project to proceed.

‘Moonshot’ as Bristol voters
approve casino project
By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BRISTOL, Va. — Watch out,
Cherokee, North Carolina. A new
casino operation is on the horizon
near the Virginia-Tennessee line in
the Twin City of Bristol.
Voters on the Virginia side of
Bristol by a wide margin decided to
take the chance gambling will help
rejuvenate the community, the towns’

shuttered mall and maybe even the
region.
In unofficial returns released
Tuesday night by the commonwealth’s Election Board and
Department of Elections, the tally
was 5,457 to 2,221 on a referendum
that allows a Hard Rock Cafe casino
to open in the former Bristol Mall at
500 Gate City Highway.
See CASINO PROJECT, Page A2

Sullivan County voters
approved liquor-by-thedrink by a nearly twoto-one margin, according to
unofficial results from the
Sullivan County Election
Commission.
With all the county’s precincts reported by about
10 p.m. (two hours after
polls closed), the unofficial
results showed 66.09% of
voters who cast a vote on
the issue voted “yes,” and
33.91% voted “no.”
The numbers: 24,110 to
12,372.
Only non-city residents
of the county could vote on
the referendum, as it permits only on-premise consumption of liquor by the
drink at businesses located
outside the cities.
The Sullivan County
Commission voted earlier
this year to allow voters
the opportunity to decide

Glover

Hershel Glover.
When he introduced the
resolution, Glover said
liquor-by-the-drink applications likely would be
taken in early 2021 if voters
approved the referendum.
Permits are issued by the
Tennessee Alcoholic
Beverage Commission, not
the Sullivan County
Beverage Board, which
handles on-premises beer
licenses.
County Commissioner
Dwight King predicted a
“major restaurant” for
eastern Sullivan County
and that a hotel aimed at
See LIQUOR, Page A3

15 more COVID-19 deaths reported in Northeast Tennessee
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

Fifteen new COVID-19 deaths were
reported on Tuesday in Northeast
Tennessee by the Tennessee
Department of Health: seven in
Washington County; three in
Sullivan County; and one each in
Hawkins, Carter, Unicoi, Johnson
and Greene counties. Hancock
County was the only county in the
eight-county region with no new
cases or no new deaths from the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.

INSIDE

With the 15 new deaths, Northeast
Tennessee’s death toll reached 269: 67
in Washington County; 58 in Sullivan
County; 57 in Greene County; 37 in
Carter County; 30 in Hawkins
County; 10 in Johnson County, seven
in Unicoi County; and three in
Hancock County.
Statewide, 75 new deaths and 1,770
new cases were reported, bringing
Tennessee’s pandemic totals to 3,454
deaths (3,249 confirmed as COVID-19
and 205 probable) and 266,357 cases
(250,991 confirmed as COVID-19 and
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By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia
added nearly 30 new
COVID-19 cases, according
to Tuesday’s state health
data, while Lee County
Schools officials reported a
new case at Thomas Walker
High School.

The Virginia Department
of Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus)
reported that the state had
1,261 new cases and eight
deaths in the prior 24 hours
for pandemic totals of
184,679 cases and 3,666
deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health
District added 28 cases for

totals of 1,855 and 27 deaths
during the pandemic. Wise
County added 12 cases for
734 and 10 deaths. Scott
County had 10 cases for 474
and seven deaths.
Lee County saw three
cases for 4592 and 10 deaths,
while Norton also added
See COVID-19, Page A3

See NORTHEAST TENNESSEE, Page A3
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VDH reports 28 new cases across Southwest Virginia

Low

68 37
Mostly sunny today

Vols look to get more freshmen involved
Three players have started at nickelback for Tennessee this season in a
failed attempt to find a high producer. The Vols (2-3) prepared a fourth
option, freshman Key Lawrence, during the open week, and he might
get an opportunity to play as the nickelback against Arkansas. B1
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