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Closing statements
Trump complains of ‘rigged’ election; Biden makes push in GOP territory
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE MILLER,
WILL WEISSERT and ALEXANDRA JAFFE
Associated Press

FILE PHOTO

Santa Claus gets a ride from the Kingsport
Fire Department in this photo from a recent
Kingsport Christmas Parade. The DKA has
canceled this year’s Christmas Parade due
to concerns over the coronavirus pandemic.
Kingsport’s Christmas Tree Lighting will be
held as a virtual event only on Saturday,
Dec. 5, at 6 p.m.

PITTSBURGH — In the
closing hours of a campaign
shadowed by a once-in-acentury pandemic, President
Donald Trump charged across
the nation on Monday delivering an incendiary but unsupported allegation that the election is rigged, while Democratic
challenger Joe Biden pushed to
claim states once seen as safely
Republican.

America
stood at a
crossroads.
Never before
in modern
history have
voters faced a
choice
between candidates
offering such Trump
opposite
visions as the nation confronts
a virus that has killed 230,000
Americans, the starkest economic contraction since the

Great
Depression
and a citizenry divided
on cultural
and racial
issues.
The two
men also
broke sharply
Biden
Monday on
the voting
process itself while campaigning in the most fiercely
contested battleground,
Pennsylvania.

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

From staff reports

To learn more about holiday shopping in downtown Kingsport or the
Downtown Kingsport Association,
visit www.downtownkingsport.org or
Downtown Kingsport Association on
Facebook and Instagram.
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After studying election history and procedures for the past week, on Monday students in the K-4 Mount Carmel
Elementary School got to cast their votes either for President Donald Trump or former Vice President Joe Biden.
As one kindergartner put it, the school rode the ‘Trump Train Choo Choo’ as the president won 87% of the vote.

Trump wins in a landslide
in Hawkins school’s mock election
When clumped in
large groups, however,
students definitely had
MOUNT CARMEL —
a pro-Trump buzz about
They may not have any
them.
electoral votes, but stuMonday’s mock elecdents at Mount Carmel
tion was coordinated by
Elementary School
third-grade teacher Kim
made their voices heard
McCann, who noted
on Monday, re-electing
that on Election Day the
President Donald
school becomes a voting
Trump with 87% of the
precinct.
209 mock votes that
“We wanted them to
were cast.
be able to experience
After studying elecwhat their parents go
tion history and procethrough when they
dures for the past week,
JEFF BOBO — JBOBO@TIMESNEWS.NET come in, to go through
on Monday students in
A student casts her vote on Monday in one of the the voting process to cast
the K-4 MCES cast their voting booths set up for the mock election at
their vote,” McCann said.
vote either for Trump or Mount Carmel Elementary School.
“Each classroom will
Joe Biden.
have an opportunity to
One kindergartner told the Times News she come out today, they’ll sign in at the table and
was riding the “Trump Train Choo Choo”
look at the candidates posted on the wall.
because that’s what her mommy says every
Then they will go into the cafeteria, and we
morning. Another kindergartner said he
have three (polling booths) set up. We have it
didn’t vote for Trump, although he couldn’t
sectioned off just like when we go vote, and
remember the name of the guy he did vote
See MOCK, Page A2
for.
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COVID-19
kills six
more NET
residents

DKA cancels
Kingsport
Christmas
Parade
KINGSPORT — The 2020
Kingsport Christmas Parade has
been canceled because of the coronavirus pandemic.
The Downtown Kingsport
Association made the announcement Monday afternoon.
“After consulting with local health
officials, it has become clear that
holding the parade during the
COVID-19 pandemic is not in the
best interest of the health and safety
of our community,” DKA officials
said in a news release.
“Thousands of spectators, participants, along with many volunteers,
join the Downtown Kingsport
Association for the Kingsport
Christmas Parade each year. Given
the size of this parade and the
crowds that gather to enjoy it, there
is not a practical way to ensure
social distancing.”
The Kingsport Christmas Tree
Lighting will be held as a virtual
event only on Saturday, Dec. 5, at
6 p.m. Details on viewing this event
via live stream will be released at a
later date.
“We look forward to celebrating
with everyone next year at the
Kingsport Christmas Parade and
Tree Lighting on Dec. 4, 2021,” DKA
officials said.
The Downtown Kingsport
Association is a private, nonprofit
organization that is dedicated to the
revitalization of Downtown
Kingsport.
The organization’s purpose is to
promote Downtown Kingsport as
the heart of the community,
strengthen its economic viability by
encouraging growth and diversity
among businesses, and restore its
unique history characteristics and
beauty.

The president threatened
legal action to stop counting
beyond Election Day. If
Pennsylvania ballot counting
takes several days, as is
allowed, Trump charged that
“cheating can happen like you
have never seen.”
Biden, in Pittsburgh, pushed
a voting rights message to a
mostly Black audience,
declaring that Trump believes
“only wealthy folks should
vote” and describing COVID-19
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46.5% have already voted in Hawkins
Hawkins County topped its 2016 presidential election early
voting numbers by more than 3,000 votes, with 46.5% of the
county’s 34,477 registered voters having already cast their
ballots heading into Election Day on Tuesday. A6

Six new COVID-19 deaths and
and 105 new COVID-19 cases were
reported on Monday in Northeast
Tennessee, bringing its pandemic
total to 254 deaths. Two of the new
deaths were in Sullivan County.
Washington County, Unicoi
County, Johnson County, and
Greene County each had one new
death.
The 105 new cases reported in the
region: 25 in Greene; 23 in Sullivan;
19 in Washington, 14 in Unicoi, 12
in Hawkins; 10 in Johnson; one in
Carter; and one in Hancock. The
numbers bring the region’s pandemic total to 15,072 cases.
Statewide, 26 new deaths and
3,161 new cases reported on
Monday increased Tennessee’s
pandemic totals to 3,379 deaths
See NORTHEAST TENNESSEE, Page A3

VDH reports
23 new cases,
death in SWVa.
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

The new COVID-19 case rate in
far Southwest Virginia slowed on
Monday, according to state health
data.
The Virginia Department of
Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) reported that the
state had 1,025 new cases and three
deaths in the prior 24 hours for
pandemic totals of 183,418 cases
and 3,658 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health District
added 23 cases and one death for
totals of 1,827 and 27 deaths during
the pandemic. Lee County added 10
See COVID-19, Page A3

