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Biden seeks to move quickly,
build out his administration
By WILL WEISSERT, ALEXANDRA JAFFE
and AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — Presidentelect Joe Biden signaled on Sunday
he plans to move quickly to build
out his government, focusing first
on the raging pandemic that will
likely dominate the early days of his
administration.
Biden named a former surgeon
general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, and a
former Food and Drug
Administration commissioner,

David Kessler, as co-chairs of a
coronavirus working group set to
get started, with other members
expected to be announced Monday.
Transition team officials said that
also this week Biden will launch his
agency review teams, the group of
transition staffers that have access
to key agencies in the current
administration to ease the transfer
of power. The teams will collect and
review information such as budgetary and staffing decisions,
pending regulations and other work
in progress from current staff at the

departments to help Biden’s team
prepare to transition. White House
officials would not comment on
whether they would cooperate with
Biden’s team on the review.
“People want the country to move
forward,” said Kate Bedingfield,
Biden deputy campaign manager, in
an interview on NBC’s “Meet the
Press,” and see Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris
“have the opportunity to do the
work, to get the virus under control
See BIDEN, Page A2
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President-elect Joe Biden gestures to supporters Saturday in
Wilmington, Delaware. Transition team officials said that this week
Biden will launch his agency review teams, the group of transition
staffers that have access to key agencies in the current administration
to ease the transfer of power.

233 new COVID-19 cases
reported in NE Tennessee
By J.H. OSBORNE
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KATS, now in its 26th year, operates six fixed bus routes Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. throughout the Model City. KATS also offers Dial-A-Ride ADA services for seniors and people
with medical conditions and Dial-A-Ride 65, a curb-to-curb service for people ages 65 and older.

KATS offers Dial-A-Ride
promotion in November
efit greatly from the Dial-A-Ride service,”
said KATS Director Chris Campbell. “This
is definitely a situation where spending a
little money up front will save a lot of
money over time, as these tickets do not
expire.”

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — The Kingsport Area
Transit Service is celebrating the 30th
anniversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act by offering a special discount throughout November.
Half-price Dial-A-Ride ticket books are
now $12 (24 tickets per book).
“We want to thank our current Dial-ARide customers through this promotion,
as well as attract new riders who can ben-

ABOUT THE ADA
Campbell said the 30th anniversary of
the ADA is a time to reflect on a law that
has made a positive impact on the lives of
See KATS, Page A2

No new COVID-19 deaths and 233 new
COVID-19 cases (confirmed and probable)
were reported Sunday in Northeast
Tennessee. The new cases brought the eightcounty region’s pandemic total (confirmed
and probable) to 16,533. The region’s death
toll remained at 297.
New cases as reported by county: 88 in
Sullivan; 57 in Washington; 23 in Hawkins;
23 in Carter; 16 in Johnson; 16 in Greene and
10 in Unicoi. Zero new cases were reported
in Hancock County.
Statewide, five new deaths and 3,636 new
cases brought Tennessee’s pandemic totals
to 3,595 deaths (3,375 confirmed as COVID-19
and 220 probable) and 281,851 cases (264,340
confirmed as COVID-19 and 17,511 probable).
Of the 281,851 total cases, 250,818 were listed
as “inactive/recovered.”
New case numbers were based on 36,024
new test results statewide, compared to
Saturday, with a positive rate of 9.63%.
The five new deaths reported statewide, by
age group: one in the 81+ group; one in the
71-80 group; one in the 61-70 group; one in
the 51-60 group; and one in the 31-40 group.
Total cases by county in Northeast
Tennessee: 4,607 in Sullivan; 4,395 in
Hawkins; 2,191 in Greene; 1,946 in Carter;
1,420 in Hawkins; 1,275 in Johnson; 571 in
Unicoi; and 128 in Hancock.
Active cases by county in Northeast
Tennessee, as of Sunday: 657 in Washington;
624 in Sullivan; 326 in Greene; 282 in Carter;
149 in Hawkins; 132 in Unicoi; 93 in Johnson;
and four in Hancock.

51 new cases
in SW Virginia
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia saw 51
new COVID-19 cases, according to
Sunday’s state health data.
The Virginia Department of
Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) reported that the
state had 1,302 new cases and
three additional deaths in the
prior 24 hours for pandemic totals
of 192,175 cases and 3,707 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health
District saw 51 cases for totals of
2,125 and 31 deaths during the pandemic. Lee County saw 33 cases for
totals of 671 and 11 deaths. Wise
County had 16 cases for 870 and 11
deaths.
Scott County saw two cases for
523 and nine deaths, while Norton
remained at 61 cases and no
deaths.
The statewide testing rate for
people with nasal swab and
antigen tests in Sunday’s VDH
report was 3,008,933 of 8.63 million
residents, or 34.87%. For nasal
swab testing only, 2,787,106 people
have been tested to date, or 32.3%.
See VIRGINIA, Page A2

Scott Rotarians serve nearly 200 students
through Back-to-School program
GATE CITY — The Rotary
Club of Scott County has made
going back to school a little
easier for students in need.
As part of its annual Back-toSchool project, the club recently
provided 193 students with shoes
and socks, hygiene items and two
outfits, including shirts, pants
and underwear. The project was
completed more quickly this year
due to the pandemic.

shoes, personal hygiene products
and school supplies to underprivileged students in Scott County.
The Rotary Club works with the
school system to identify students who would benefit from
the program.
Rotarians shopped for clothing,
shoes and hygiene products,
while local dentist and Rotarian
Jeff Montgomery donated toothbrushes. Rotarians and volunteers assembled backpacks with
supplies and delivered the backpacks to schools for distribution.

BACKGROUND
For the last 20 years, the
project has provided clothes,

TIMELINE
The project was delayed this
year because of COVID-19. It
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usually begins in May, when
forms are sent to the schools to
identify students who could benefit from the program. But
because the schools closed in
March, school personnel were
not available to identify students
for the program.
Forms were delivered to
schools on Sept. 30, with a
request to have them returned in
one week. Once the forms were
returned, shopping began to purchase the items for each student.
With the help of Rotarians and
volunteers, the project was completed in one month, just prior to
schools returning to remote
learning.

EARLINE LANE

As part of its annual Back-to-School project, the Rotary Club of Scott County
recently provided 193 students with shoes and socks, hygiene items and two
outfits, including shirts, pants and underwear.

MAKING IT HAPPEN
Rotarians who assisted with
the project are Ashley Clark,
co-chair of the Back-to-School
Committee; Chris Edwards;
Chris Gilmer; Earline Lane;
Jennifer Meade; Jim Addington;

Johnson an all-time great
The last three years of Jimmie Johnson’s NASCAR career were
unremarkable as far as on-track performance, but the seven-time
champion made an indelible mark on the sport. Johnson will transition to IndyCar racing next season. B1

Roger Lane; Tucker Barker; and
Whitney McConnell, the other
co-chair of the committee.
Volunteers who helped are
Cade McConnell, Chloe Gilmer,
Christen Jackson, Lucy Jackson,
Kendra Jackson and Paige Scott.

