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Slain officer honored at funeral service
‘The bedrock of our society are heroes like Michael’
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

WISE — First responders from all
corners of Virginia came to pay final
respects to slain Big Stone Gap
Police Officer Michael Chandler on
Wednesday.
About 750 people — many from
law enforcement agencies, fire
departments and emergency medical services all across Southwest
Virginia and officers from as far
away as Tidewater, the Richmond
area and Northern Virginia —

attended the
funeral service at
UVA Wise’s David
J. Prior Convocation Center.
Another 1,250
people filed
through the center
during a four-hour
viewing before the
funeral, according
Chandler
to college officials.
Chandler died Saturday on his
29th birthday, 15 hours after he was
shot responding to a welfare check

request just outside the Big Stone
Gap town limits.
Color guards from the Virginia
State Police, Henrico County and
Roanoke County sheriff’s departments and other state agencies lined
the center’s concourse as members
of Chandler’s family stood in grief
by his casket, which was draped
with the state flag.
Knots of officers gathered on the
main floor, hugging and sharing
moments before and after filing by
See CHANDLER, Page A2
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Big Stone Gap Police Officer Michael Chandler’s widow and daughter
are shown at his casket during Wednesday’s funeral service at UVA Wise.

Kingsport
removes
‘offensive’
billboard
message

For first time,
U.S. overdose
deaths climb
above 100,000
in one year

By MARINA WATERS
mwaters@timesnews.net

By MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

KINGSPORT — A City of
Kingsport billboard has been
taken down due to its “offensive” arrangement of graphics.
The city issued a statement
via social media on Monday
regarding the billboard, which
was set to
draw
attention
to the
city’s promotional
website
for This is
CONTRIBUTED Kingsport.
“The
City of Kingsport regrets the
offensive arrangement of the
graphics on a recent billboard
promoting its leisure website,
This is Kingsport, which is
intended to be an uplifting and
positive representation and
resource for our city’s residents and visitors,” the statement on the This is Kingsport
Facebook page said. “The billboard has been removed. Going
forward, the city’s communications department will use a
more stringent review process
for such materials.
“The city apologizes for the
error. The unintentional presentation of the site’s logo does
not reflect the views of city
government.”
The city declined further
comment on the billboard.
The billboard included three
This is Kingsport “K” logos.
The three-K graphic on the
electronic billboard sparked
discussion on the city’s
Facebook page from citizens.
“You really think that a city
government would intentionally post a racist billboard to
just stir the pot?” one comment
read. “Why would they want all
this negativity on purpose? Oh
yeah, they wouldn’t, because it

NEW YORK — An estimated 100,000
Americans died of drug overdoses in one
year, a never-before-seen milestone that
health officials say is tied to the COVID-19
pandemic and a more dangerous drug
supply.
Overdose deaths have been rising for
more than two decades, accelerated in the
past two years and, according to new data
posted on
Wednesday,
jumped
nearly 30%
in the latest
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statement,
as administration officials pressed Congress to devote
billions of dollars more to address the
problem.
“This is unacceptable and it requires an
unprecedented response,” said Dr. Rahul
Gupta, director of National Drug Control
Policy.
Experts believe the top drivers of overdose deaths are the growing prevalence of
deadly fentanyl in the illicit drug supply
and the COVID-19 pandemic, which left
many drug users socially isolated and
unable to get treatment or other support.
The number is “devastating,” said
Katherine Keyes, a Columbia University
expert on drug abuse issues. “It’s a magnitude of overdose death that we haven’t seen
in this country.”
Drug overdoses now surpass deaths from
car crashes, guns and even flu and pneumonia. The total is close to that for diabetes, the nation’s No. 7 cause of death.
Drawing from the latest available death
certificate data, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimated that
100,300 Americans died of drug overdoses
from May 2020 to April 2021. It’s not an official count. It can take many months for
death investigations involving drug fatalities to become final, so the agency made
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Once more,
from the top
Norton city workers got into the Christmas spirit
early Tuesday as they assembled the city
Christmas tree along Park Avenue at the 6th
Street intersection. The tree, secured to the
pavement with a section of concrete drain tile, has
survived high winds and snow with no ill effects in
prior holiday seasons, but Public Works
Superintendent Steve McElroy laughed when
asked about a hazard many people face with trees
in their home. ‘Nothing’s cat-proof,’ said McElroy.
At right, Norton street maintenance foreman Jerry
Miller, left, and Tra Nixon do what many people
dread during the holidays — straightening out
power cords for the tree lights. Norton will hold its
official Christmas tree lighting on Saturday, Dec.
4, at 6 p.m. The city Christmas parade will be
Sunday, Dec. 5, starting at 6 p.m. on Park Avenue.

For more information, visit Facebook:
www.facebook.com/cityofnortonva
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See BILLBOARD, Page A3
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Sullivan to consider future of former schools
The Sullivan County Commission is set to discuss the future of the former
Blountville Middle School and Blountville Elementary School campus. The
two schools closed at the end of last school year and the school board has
since declared the joint campus and its buildings as “surplus.” A6

Christmas Open House 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM
One Day
only
discounts
Call or
visit us online
for more details!
kingalley.com
276-386-3831

FREE Horse and Carriage Rides
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

THIS SATURDAY
Visit Gate City, VA this holiday season!
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Look for our annual
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participating business!
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