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No. 5 Texas A&M at Tennessee and No. 1 Alabama at LSU will not be 

played on Saturday because of coronavirus issues, raising the num-

ber of SEC football games postponed this week to three. The SEC said 

Tuesday that the Aggies and Vols will be rescheduled for Dec. 12. C1

Vols’ game with Texas A&M postponedINSIDE
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WEATHER

Mostly cloudy today 
with a 90% chance 
of showers/storms

C0VID-19 kills 16 more in NET

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

RICHMOND — Southwest 
Virginia residents will be the 
target of  a state campaign 
calling for smaller holiday 
gatherings and more mask 
wearing as the far region saw a 
climb in daily COVID-19 case 
numbers in Tuesday’s state 
health data.

Gov. Ralph Northam on 
Tuesday said he had no plans 
to reimpose lockdown mea-
sures on the southwestern 
part of  the state despite 

increases in 
daily case 
numbers and 
rising per-
centages of  
positive 
COVID-19 
test results 
in the region.

In the past 
seven days of  
Virginia 

Department of  Health data 
reports, the LENOWISCO 
Health District — Wise, Lee 
and Scott counties and the city 
of  Norton — has seen 315 new 

COVID-19 cases compared to 
82 in the same period in 
October and 66 cases Sept 4-10. 
The Nov. 4-10 period also 
includes a one-day record for 
new cases in the LENOWISCO 
district: 100 cases.

While Virginia is seeing a 
rise in cases and the percent 
positivity of  COVID-19 tests, 
Northam said the increase has 
been relatively small statewide 
with a 6.2% testing positivity 
rate for PCR swab tests, the 
most accurate type of  

Northam calls for communication campaign 
to mitigate behaviors as SW Va. adds 31 cases

Northam

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

Of 62 new COVID-19 deaths 
reported on Tuesday across 
Tennessee’s 95 counties, 16 (more 
than 25%) were reported in the 
eight counties of  Northeast 
Tennessee.

The 16 new deaths in the region: 
six in Sullivan County; five in 
Washington County; two in 
Greene County; two in Carter 
County and one in Unicoi County.

The number of  new cases in the 
region: 134. However, the region’s 
pandemic total increased by only 
133, from 17,005 to 17,138, because 
the state adjusted the number of  
cases in Hancock County down-
ward by one, from 128 on Monday 
to 127 on Tuesday.

New case numbers and total 
cases numbers include confirmed 
COVID-19 cases and cases listed 
as “probable” COVID-19.

Statewide, the 62 new deaths 

and 1,979 new cases brought 

Tennessee’s pandemic totals to 

3,672 deaths (3,440 confirmed as 

COVID-19 and 232 probable) and 

289,749 cases (271,405 confirmed 

as COVID-19 and 18,344 probable). 

More than 88% of  cases (256,143) 

were listed as “inactive/recov-

ered.”

The Tennessee Department of  

Health defines “inactive/recov-

ered” as people who are: at least 

14 days beyond their symptom 

onset date, or are at least 14 days 

Nationwide surge
The United States has surpassed 1 
million new confirmed coronavirus cases 
in just the first 10 days of November, with 
more than 100,000 infections each day 
becoming the norm in a surge that 
shows no signs of slowing. 4A

By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — 
Rogersville City School 
remains on 100% virtual 
classroom status for the rest 
of  this week as Hawkins 
County experienced its 
highest single-day spike in 
new COVID-19 cases 
Monday since the pandemic 
began.

RCS Superintendent J.T. 
Stroder told the Times News 
on Tuesday his school will 
return to the previous 
“mostly virtual” schedule 
beginning Nov. 16.

Stroder noted that RCS 
logged a spike in COVID 
cases on Oct. 29, resulting in 
the independent K-8 school 
switching to 100% virtual 
teaching beginning Nov. 2.

“We had some staff  mem-
bers who had COVID, and 
we had some students who 
had it,” Stroder said. “We 
were having trouble getting 
people to fill in for classes. 
We just closed down for 14 
days and reset.”

Stroder added, “We had 
like seven or eight teachers 
who were quarantined and 
probably 40-plus students. 
Not all of  them had it. They 
were just identified as being 
in close contact.”

BACK TO THE MOSTLY VIRTUAL 
SCHEDULE NOV. 16

On Oct. 26, RCS switched 
to a “mostly virtual” 
schedule due to an increase 
in COVID-19 cases in the 
community at that time.

Kingsport BOE 
gets early learning, 

family portal updates

RCS to remain 100% virtual as Hawkins 
sees highest single-day COVID-19 spike

JEFF BOBO — JBOBO@TIMESNEWS.NET

This file photo shows Rogersville City School fifth-grade teacher Karla Moncier’s partially virtual classroom on Oct. 27. RCS Superinten- 
dent J.T. Stroder told the Times News on Tuesday his school will return to the previous ‘mostly virtual’ schedule beginning Nov. 16.

JEFF BOBO — JBOBO@TIMESNEWS.NET

Rogersville City School eighth-grade teacher Carla Sells 
teaches her students virtually in this on Oct. 27 file photo.
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By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Of 600 
incoming kindergarten 
students each year in 
Kingsport City Schools, 
about 300 attend preschool 
or pre-kindergarten in the 
school system and another 
100 attend private school 
programs.

The remaining 200 or so 
incoming kindergarten 
students begin their K-12 
academic careers without 
any pre-school or pre-K, 
according to KCS Early 
Childhood Coordinator 
Amy Doran.

And she said that needs 
to change in a school 
system that touts a “One 
Tribe” mantra for students 
from elementary school 
through high school. 
Tennessee doesn’t require 
pre-K or preschool.

“One Tribe begins at pre-
K,” Doran told the Board 
of  Education.

WHAT CAN ADDRESS  
THE ISSUE?

In a report to the school 
board at its Tuesday night 
meeting, Doran said the 
system would need more 
classroom space, transpor-
tation and teachers to add 
more pre-K students, all of  
which would require more 
money.

Doran, also principal of  
the Palmer Early Learning 
Center, said that a recent 
university study came to a 
different conclusion than 
an earlier Vanderbilt 
University study that pre-K 
benefits petered out by 
third grade.

Instead, Doran said the 
new study, which included 
someone directly involved 
in the Vanderbilt study, 
found that the benefits 

were long 
lasting as 
long as 
the K-12 
educa-
tion was 
up to par.

“We 
know it 
works. 
We need 
to start 

thinking outside the box,” 
Doran said. Superinten- 
dent Jeff  Moorhouse said, 
“We spend the rest of  their 
academic careers trying to 
make that up.”

This year, Doran said 
fewer pre-K students, 
about 270, are in KCS 
because of  fewer special 
education students and 
because of  a lessened 
demand overall that Doran 
attributed to the COVID-19 
pandemic. She said there is 
still a waiting list for pre-K 
slots.

The system operates 
three pre-K programs, 
Doran explained: one for 
special education or spe-
cial needs children, one 
that is income-based and 
one that is tuition-based. 
Usually, the school system 
doesn’t support the tui-
tion-based program, but 
Doran said that might 
change this year because 
of  money woes attributed 
to the pandemic.

Doran said ways to reach 
more students include 
family liaisons finding sib-
lings of  older students who 
would qualify for pre-K, as 
well as a community child 
board working on the 
matter and a pilot program 
from Waterford UpStart 
that provides 200 free 
online licenses to offer 
pre-K help to those who 
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