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Bristol’s Gavin Cross will be among the stars of the show when the 

Collegiate National Baseball Team plays a series of games in the 

Tri-Cities next week. Cross recently finished his second freshman year 

at Virginia Tech, where he hit .345 with 11 home runs.  C1
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By MATTHEW LANE
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KINGSPORT — I’m not much 
of  a gambling man. I like to play it 
safe with my money.

Much to the chagrin of  many of  
my friends, I 
failed to make a 
single bet when 
I went to Las 
Vegas earlier 
this year. Not 
one spin of  the 

roulette wheel nor pull of  the slot 
machine handle. Buying the occa-
sional lottery ticket is about the 
extent of  my gambling activity.

Which is why you’ll probably be 
scratching your head when I tell 
you the point of  this column: 
There’s a new sports betting app 
in the works with some big tech 
names lined up on the funding 
side of  the equation.

The app is called Wagr, and the 
company behind its creation was 
founded last year right before the 
start of  the pandemic. It’s a small, 
startup company with one of  the 
founders living in Boston, the 
other in Miami and their mar-
keting specialist (whom I talked 
to) in Chicago.

Wagr hopes to reinvent sports 
betting from an isolating experi-
ence designed for gamblers to one 
that focuses on social interaction 
and friendly competition, all in an 
easy-to-use, intuitive app. You 
don’t have to have a vast knowl-
edge of  sports betting to use 
Wagr, and the company hopes to 
target casual gambling fans as its 
user base.

The company also believes 
users will be willing to pay a plat-
form fee for the app and expects 
to charge fees in line with what 
traditional casinos take. Wagr 
won’t make money on lost bets, 
said Geoff  Doyle, marketing spe-
cialist for Wagr.

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — County- 
wide sales tax revenues in June 
were up more than 34% com-
pared to June 2020, according to 
a report from Sullivan County’s 
budget office. It’s the second 
month in a row the increase 
topped 34%, and the fourth 
month in a row the increase has 
been in the double digits.

Only one of  the 11 months 
covered in the report showed a 
decrease from last year. That 
was October 2020 (which is for 
sales taxes collected in August 
2020).

The report, which covers the 
months since the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year began, shows cumulative 
growth of  11.76%, compared to 
the same period a year ago. 
That’s up from 9.7% reported on 
the May report.

That 11.76% equals nearly 
$6.22 million for the 11-month 
period.

Countywide, sales tax reve-
nues returned to Sullivan 
County and its cities in June 
(collected by merchants in 
April) totaled $5.82 million — 
compared to $4.32 million in 
June 2020 (for sales taxes col-
lected in April 2020). That’s 
growth of  nearly $1.5 million, or 
34.71%.

That $4.32 million figure for 
June 2020 reflected a decrease of  
$323,000 (6.96%) compared to 
May 2019.

When that decrease was 
reported, local officials were 
worried about what impact the 
pandemic would have on sales 
tax and other revenues as they 
developed budgets for the 
budget cycle that ended June 30.

New sports 
betting app 
is odds-on 

favorite

Wagr hopes to reinvent sports betting 
from an isolating experience designed 
for gamblers to one that focuses on 
social interaction and friendly 
competition — all in an easy-to-use app. 

Sullivan tax revenues up 34%
County’s sales tax revenues have increased by double digits for four months in a row

See SULLIVAN, Page A2

See WAGR, Page A2

Hundreds of people lined the streets to enjoy the 67th annual Mack Riddle American Legion parade Saturday morning. The 45-minute parade featured performances 
from the Dobyns-Bennett and West Ridge marching bands, along with dozens of vehicles, floats and entries, including U.S. military representatives, local elected 
officials, area businesses and plenty of our canine friends. The grand marshals for this year’s parade were health care workers and first responders. On Saturday 
night, hundreds gathered in Downtown Kingsport to watch Dang Gina and Smokey Jones and the Three Dollar Pistols perform, followed by a fireworks display.
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Let freedom ring


