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One of the roughest sections of road in downtown Kingsport will soon 

be getting a fresh coat of asphalt. A 2,000-foot stretch of East Sulli-

van Street — from East Center Street to Church Circle — is on deck to 

be repaired, said Deputy City Manager Ryan McReynolds. A6

Kingsport to repave part of East SullivanINSIDE
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Mostly cloudy today 
with a 50% chance 
of showers/storms

There’s a new band in town

From staff reports

BULLS GAP — Tennessee Gov. Bill 
Lee, Department of  Economic and 
Community Development 
Commissioner Bob Rolfe and Barrette 
Outdoor Living officials announced 
Thursday that the company will expand 
operations in Hawkins County.

Barrette Outdoor Living is a leading 
manufacturer of  fencing, railing and 
exterior products. The company will 
invest $33 million and create 162 new 
jobs in Bulls Gap, where it has operated 
since 2001.

With a workforce of  more than 700 
employees, Barrette Outdoor Living is 
one of  Hawkins County’s largest 
employers. Barrette will add 40,000 
square feet of  manufacturing space, 
including four new extruders, co-ex-
truders and cooling tanks as well as 
additional fabrication and packaging 
equipment.

“Barrette has been an outstanding 
corporate citizen in Hawkins County 
since purchasing the Erwin Industries 
facility in 2002 and they have continued 
to grow their operations since con-
verting to vinyl fence production the 
very next year,” said Hawkins County 
Industrial Development Board 

Sullivan OKs tax increase

Hawkins 
factory plans 

to add 162 
jobs in $33M  

expansion
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The aerial photo shows the Barrette Outdoor 
Living plant in Bulls Gap. With a workforce of 
more than 700 employees, Barrette is one of 
Hawkins County’s largest employers. 

By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — One thing police 
and rescuers don’t want to think about 
while they’re looking for a missing 
child is how much the search opera-
tion is going to cost.

But eventually that issue will have 
to be addressed, as members of  the 
Hawkins County Commission’s 
Budget Committee pointed out at 
Wednesday’s meeting.

Sheriff  Ronnie Lawson and Chief  
Deputy Tony Allen were asked about 
the financial impact of  the 13-day 
search operation for missing 

5-year-old Summer 
Wells, as well as the 
ongoing investiga-
tion.

Summer was last 
seen on June 15 at 
her home in the 
Beech Creek com-
munity. Although a 
massive search 
operation in that 
area ended after 13 

days, the police investigation into her 
disappearance is ongoing.

Allen told the Budget Committee on 
Wednesday that he’s expecting a big 
overtime bill.

“It will hit us pretty hard, but we’ll 
do what we’ve got to do to work 
through it,” Allen said. “It won’t be 
comp time. It will be paid out. It’s just 
one of  those things that you can’t plan 
on.”

Allen added, “That’s why we need a 
little bit extra (set aside in the budget). 
I haven’t got my budget analysis done 
on it yet of  what the cost is because 
we’re still working the case. We’re 
boots on the ground still, and it might 
be three months before I can do a 
cost.”

Allen noted that the Black Lives 

Cost of Summer Wells search to impact Hawkins sheriff, rescue agencies
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In this file photo, search crews gather for their morning briefing 
before beginning the fourth day of the search for Summer Wells.

Summer Wells

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — The 

Sullivan County Commission 

approved approved a 2021-2022 

budget on Thursday, along 

with a 9.3-cent tax increase to 

fund it.

The budget approved gives 

the county school system 

everything it requested, 

including permission to use 

$8.8 million in reserve funds to 
balance the system’s $89.96 
million budget.

The votes brought rousing 
cheers from the teacher- 
packed audience.

Including the $89.96 million 
for the county school system, 
the county’s budget totals 
$215.2 million.

The Sullivan County Board 
of  Education reversed course 
earlier in the day and pre-

sented a list breaking down 
how it plans to spend that 
reserve money.

County commissioners 
asked for the list weeks ago. 
Last week, Sullivan County 
Board of  Education Chairman 
Randall Jones said he would 
produce such a list only if  the 
county did first for its use of  
reserve funds to balance the 
general fund.

School system officials have 

said the $8.8 million in reserve 
funds would be spent on one-
time expenditures. County 
commissioners cited concern 
use of  any of  the money for 
recurring expenditures could 
mean a tax increase next year, 
or soon thereafter, because — 
according to the school sys-
tem’s own proposal — use of  
the money will virtually wipe 

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

West Ridge High School’s 

band made its first and second 

public performances on July 3 

at the Kingsport and 

Blountville Fourth of  July 

parades. 

West Ridge Wolves Lead 

Band Director Heath Hopper 

said the band of  about 190 also 

plans to march with the 

Volunteer High School band in 

the Fun Fest Parade on July 16 

in Kingsport.

Hopper, the former Sullivan 

South director, and former 

Sullivan North Band Director 

Nick Routh and former 

Sullivan Central Band 

Director Chris Smithson are 

leading the Wolves band, 

which is scheduled to perform 

West Ridge band gives first 
public performances in parades
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Members of the West Ridge High School color guard perform in Kingsport’s Independence Day parade on July 3. More photos, video at www.timesnews.net.
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Alexis Arnold, Rhiannon Edmonds and Chloe Rubendall of the flutes and 
clarinets play ‘Tribute to America’ in the West Ridge High School Marching 
Band during the Blountville Ruritan Independence Day Parade on July 3. See BAND, Page A2

See SUMMER WELLS, Page A3

See BARRETTE, Page A3

See SULLIVAN, Page A2


