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Words matter. But numbers tell stories, too. Historians will plumb them as 

they assess President Donald Trump’s legacy. His presidency is reflected in a 

range of numbers representing everything from the U.S. death toll during the 

coronavirus pandemic to the tens of thousands of tweets he has sent. A4 
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a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace.”Prince of Peace.”
        Isaiah 9:6        Isaiah 9:6

TimesNews
YOUR LOCAL NEWS FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

Donna DeVault Hensley of Kingsport is a winner 
in the 2020 Times News Countdown to Christ- 
mas Art Contest, 25 years or older age group.

In order to allow our 
employees and carriers 
to spend the Christmas 
holiday with family and 
friends, today’s edition of 
the Kingsport Times News 
is a combined Christ-
mas Eve/Christmas Day 
edition.

Your regular comics and 
games pages for Friday are 
included in today’s issue.

Our website, timesnews.
net, will be available on 
Christmas Day, and normal 
publication of the paper 
will resume on Dec. 26.

We wish all of our readers 
and advertisers a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Today’s 
combined 

edition

Claus for alarm

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Rudolph and 
his glowing red nose are no 
longer required because Santa 
Claus is coming to town — 
behind the wheel of  a fire 
truck?

For the past seven or eight 
years, retired Kingsport fire-
fighter Jack Almany has been 

dressing up as old Kris Kringle, 
getting behind the wheel of  his 
1940 Pirsch fire truck and deliv-
ering some Christmas joy to 
folks across the city.

Almany said he does so to 
make folks happy and to cele-
brate Christmas and its true 
meaning — Jesus Christ. 

Over the years he’s met with 
hundreds of  children and var-
ious companies and organiza-

tions and he’s been on hand for 
special events all over the 
Model City.

The truck he drives is a 
restored and modified Pirsch 
fire truck — the first ladder 
truck of  the Kingsport Fire 
Department. Almany said he 
acquired the vehicle about 15 
years ago and since then has 
worked to make it the classic 
ride it is today.

Who needs a red-nosed reindeer?
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Another surge?
Ballad Health officials 
plead for the region’s 
residents to stay home 
for Christmas. B4

From staff reports

The latest COVID-19 numbers 
from the Tennessee Department of  
Health’s daily report, for 
Wednesday, Dec. 23:

STATEWIDE
• 111 deaths and 7,221 new cases.

• Pandemic 
totals are 6,380 
deaths and 
541,240 cases.

• 84% of  case 
totals were 

listed as “inactive/recovered.”
• Deaths by age: 49 in the 81-plus 

group; 29 in the 71-80 group; 25 in 
the 61-70 group; eight in the 51-60 
group; and one in the 21-30 group. 
The state adjusted deaths down by 
one in the 11-20 group (from four 
on Tuesday to three Wednesday).

NORTHEAST TENNESSEE
• Four new deaths and 526 new 

cases for the eight-county region.

NET COVID-19 cases spike over 500

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia 
reported one additional 
death and more than 50 
new cases of  COVID-19, 
according to 
Wednesday’s state data 
report.

The Virginia 
Department of  Health 
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) said the 
LENOWISCO Health 
District tallied 56 cases 
and one death for totals 
of  4,372 and 111 deaths 
during the pandemic.

Wise County saw 34 
cases for totals of  1,790 

and 53 deaths. Lee 
County had 11 cases for 
1,315 and 28 deaths.

Scott County had eight 
cases and one death for 
1,126 and 29 deaths. 
Norton added three cases 
for 141 cases and one 
death.

The VDH reported 
4,652 new cases and 55 
deaths in the prior 24 
hours for pandemic 
totals of  319,133 cases 
and 4,760 deaths.

The statewide testing 
rate for people with nasal 
swab and antigen tests in 

VDH reports 56 new cases, 
one death across SW Virginia

See COVID-19, Page A2

See TENNESSEE, Page A2


