
Asbury Place at Steadman Hill
Assisted Living & Memory Care
Melt away the winter worries and plan your move now!

Asbury Place at Steadman Hill has availability in both Assisted Memory Care Village 

Court neighborhoods.  Asbury Place at Steadman Hill is the right place, at the right time, 

for all the right Seasons.
 

Call Suzy Cloyd today to plan your next move during this Winter Season! 423-830-8502
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Thomas Potter’s unbeaten streak came to an end recently, but he still 

remains one of the top wrestlers in Virginia. Potter, a junior at Union, 

sports a career record of 67-2. However, in his third year of the varsity 

wrestling program, he remains unbeaten against VHSL opponents. B1

Union’s Potter a force on the matsINSIDE

Business  A5
Classifieds  B8-B10
Comics  B5
Crossword  B4
Dear Abby  B4
Deaths  A8,A9
Editorial  A4

Horoscope  B4
Jumble  B4
Metro  A6
Scoreboard  B2
Sports B1-B3;B8
Sudoku  B4
Weather A10

High

47
Low

32

WEATHER

Partly cloudy today
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Jailbreak — or is it jailbroken?
A demolition crew finished a second day of  breaking into the former Wise County Jail 

Thursday, knocking down about a quarter of  the five-decade-old structure. The exca-

vator operator piled tons of  cell doors and bars, concrete chunks and rebar in prepara-

tion to tear down the core of  the building with its elevator shaft in the next few days.

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

JOHNSON CITY — Ballad 
Health and Watauga 
Orthopaedics exchanged state-
ments on social media 
Wednesday about a policy 
change to physician access to 
patients at Johnson City Medical 
Center.

In a statement posted to 
Facebook, Watauga 
Orthopaedics said Ballad is 
removing all independent ortho-
pedic groups from providing 
on-call coverage at JCMC on Feb. 
1. Watauga Orthopaedics said 

they “do not support this deci-
sion and strongly believe in a 
patient’s right to choose their 
health care provider” and called 
the change a “blatant attempt to 
prevent us from treating our 
valued and loyal patients.”

“Our team remains on medical 
staff  at JCMC and is committed 
to having an orthopedic spe-
cialist available 24/7 to provide 
emergent orthopedic trauma 
care to patients of  all ages at 
JCMC,” the statement read, 
adding that it will be up to 
patients to request, “even 
demand in some instances,” a 

provider from Watauga 
Orthopaedics.

“Ballad’s change to trauma call 
coverage at JCMC is another 
example of  steps they are taking 
to monopolize health care in our 
region,” the statement con-
tinued.

In response, Ballad called the 
accusations in Watauga 
Orthopaedics’ statement false, 
saying that “patients will always 
have the right to choose who 
their provider is in the hospital.”

Ballad went on to say the 
change, ensuring that certain 
patients with traumatic ortho-

pedic injuries are seen by a spe-
cialized orthopedic surgeon, is in 
keeping with national best prac-
tices at accredited Level 1 
Trauma Centers.

“Johnson City Medical Center 
is pleased to have made the 
investment to ensure all patients 
who present to the Level 1 
Trauma Center with traumatic 
orthopedic injuries benefit from 
the availability of  these fellow-
ship-trained orthopedic trauma 
surgeons,” Ballad said.

“Watauga Orthopaedics is 
alone amongst the region’s inde-
pendent orthopedic groups in 

disagreeing with this decision. 
The elected medical staff  leader-
ship of  Johnson City Medical 
Center agrees with this best 
practice protocol at Johnson City 
Medical Center,” the health 
system continued. “Watauga 
Orthopaedics is entitled to dis-
agree with the medical staff  lead-
ership and best practices for 
Level 1 Trauma Centers.

“However, Watauga 
Orthopaedics’ broad statement 
about patient choice is simply 
false. Any patient may, at any 
time, choose to be seen by an 
orthopedist of  their preference.”

By LISA MASCARO AND FARNOUSH AMIRI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For a long and frus-
trating third day, divided Republicans kept 
the speaker’s chair of  the U.S. House sitting 
empty Thursday, as party leader Kevin 
McCarthy failed again and again in an excru-
ciating string of  ballots to win enough GOP 
votes to seize the chamber’s gavel.

Pressure was building as McCarthy lost 
seventh, eighth and then historic ninth, 10th 
and 11th rounds of  voting, surpassing the 
number 100 years ago, in a prolonged fight to 
choose a speaker in a disputed election. By 
nightfall, despite raucous protests from 
Democrats, Republicans voted to adjourn and 
return Friday to try again.

With McCarthy’s supporters and foes 
locked in stalemate, the House could not for-
mally open for the new session of  Congress. 
And feelings of  boredom, desperation and 
annoyance seemed increasingly evident.

One McCarthy critic, Rep. Matt Gaetz of  
Florida, cast votes for Donald Trump — a 
symbolic but pointed sign of  the broad divi-
sions over the Republican Party’s future. 
Then he went further, moving the day from 
protest toward the absurd in formally nomi-
nating the former president to be House 
speaker on the 11th ballot. Trump got one 
vote, from Gaetz, drawing laughter.

As night fell before the second anniversary 
of  the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol by 
Trump supporters trying to overturn Joe 
Biden’s election, Democrats said it was time 
to get serious.

“This sacred House of  Representatives 
needs a leader,” said Democrat Joe Neguse of  
Colorado, nominating his own party’s leader, 
Hakeem Jeffries, as speaker.

McCarthy could be seen talking, one on 
one, in whispered and animated conversa-
tions in the House chamber. His emissaries 
sidled up to holdouts, and grueling negotia-
tions proceeded in the GOP whip’s office 
down the hall. McCarthy remained deter-

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — What hap-
pens if  last school year’s 
standardized English lan-
guage arts test results hold 
true again this school year?

If  a Tennessee law stays in 
place as is, it could force 
more than 40% of  more than 
500 Kingsport City Schools 
2022-23 third-graders to 
repeat the grade next school 
year.

More than 100 parents 
attended an informational 
session on Tennessee’s third 
grade reading law presented 
by KCS, which through a 
September school board vote 
expressed the system’s oppo-
sition to that section of  a law 

the General Assembly passed 
in a special session in late 
2021.

The meeting was organized 

by parents from Jefferson 
Elementary and other city 
elementary schools. There 
will be two follow-up virtual 

Zoom meetings next week.
Assistant Superintendent 

of  Curriculum Rhonda 
Stringham and other school 
officials urged parents to 
contact lawmakers, who 
already have gotten an earful 
from educators, and to be 
sure their children attend 
school so they have the time 
and opportunity to learn.

“Retention is often detri-
mental to children,” 
Stringham said of  studies on 
the matter, not to mention 
the lingering learning loss 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 
that directly impacted two 
school years.

Some parents, who did not 
identify themselves, and 
school officials said it is 

By CLIFF HIGHTOWER
chightower@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — Two older 
Hawkins County school prop-
erties might find their way into 
the hands of  two churches that 
hope to use them to continue 
their community work.

The Hawkins County Board 
of  Education unanimously 
approved Thursday night 
entering into negotiations to 
sell the former Keplar 
Elementary School and the old 
North Fork School site.

“Two really, really good pro-
posals have been brought 
before the board,” Chris 
Christian, BOE chairman, said.

However, Christian said he 
did not want to approve the 
bids outright on Thursday 
night because he wanted to 
make sure that all legalities are 
handled appropriately.

McCarthy 
fails again in 
speaker fight
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Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., left, talks with Rep. Andy 
Ogles, R-Tenn., before the eighth round of voting for 
speaker of the House in Washington Thursday.

Churches 
eye Hawkins 
school sites
Congregations bid 

 on Keplar, North Fork

Ballad, Watauga Orthopaedics at odds over JCMC policy change

See CHURCHES, Page A2See MCCARTHY, Page A2

Parents, city school officials 
assail third grade reading law
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Kingsport City Schools Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum Rhonda 
Stringham, left, tells audience members at an informational session on 
Thursday night that making children repeat a grade is often detrimental. 
A woman who did not identify herself, right, was among KCS parents who 
criticized Tennessee’s law mandating that third-graders not be promoted 
if their reading test scores aren’t satisfactory.

See READING, Page A2


