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Vols headed to Omaha 
after sweeping LSU 
in Super Regional. B1

First-ever Jeep Fest coming 
to Bays Mountain Park. A2
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Kyle Larson held off a hard-charging Brad Keselowski during the final 

10-lap shootout at Texas on Sunday night, after a slippery three-wide 

pass to get back in front and push Hendrick Motorsports to its second 

consecutive win in the annual non-points race. B1
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WEATHER

Partly cloudy today; 
clear tonight

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — When you compare 
this year to last year, it’s like night and 
day for Visit Kingsport.

Visit Kingsport is a program of  the 
Kingsport Chamber of  Commerce and 
is essentially responsible for tourism- 
related events in the Model City. 
Throughout the year, staff  recruit and 
oversee sporting events and tourna-
ments and book various conventions, 
concerts and festivals.

In a typical year, Visit Kingsport 
would normally handle a dozen or more 

sports tournaments from January 
through June, events such as NAIA 
swimming, AAU volleyball and USSSA 
baseball. These events have an eco-
nomic impact north of  $10 million for 
the city.

Unfortunately, much of  what Visit 
Kingsport normally does on a day-
to-day basis simply didn’t happen last 
year. Like everything else in 2020, 
COVID-19 was to blame. Business travel 
ground to a halt and sporting events 
were either postponed or canceled out-
right.

Sporting events, 
conferences return 
to the Model City

VISIT KINGSPORT

In this file photo, Visit Kingsport hosts a youth wrestling tournament at the TNT Sportsplex on Main Street.

From staff reports

Whether you enjoy hikes, crafts or classic 
games, Warriors Path State Park will offer 
something for you during the next week of  
Summer in the Park.

The park’s free series of  activities is in 
full swing, and several new events are 
coming up. Below is a sampling of  events 
on tap for this week.

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
1 p.m. — Nature Journal: Come create 

your own little “nature diary.” Your home-
made book will be a perfect way to 
remember all your nature fun in the park. 
Meet at the Open Air Chapel or the main 
bath house if  it is raining.

3:30 p.m. — Animal Charades: Enjoy an 
old favorite with a new twist. See who can 
act out the best critter. Meet at the Open 
Air Chapel or main bath house if  it is 
raining.

6 p.m. — Seed Races: Wind, water and 
animals carry seeds of  new trees and 
plants all across the land. Our “wind” can 
help, too! Meet at the Open Air Chapel to 
show off  your “hot air” and plant some 
new life. Meet at the main bath house if  it 
rains.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
10 a.m. — Edible Plants Ramble: Are they 

weeds or dinner? Learn to make a salad 
from lawn plants. Meet at the camp store.

12:30 p.m. — Spider Scavenger Hunt: 
Come discover more about our eight-legged 
neighbors! These tiny web spinners have 
some incredible stories to tell. Meet at the 
main bath house.

6 p.m. — Tag: You’re it! You’re the one we 
need to make all these great tag games 
work. Meet at the Open Air Chapel for all 
kinds of  tag games. If  it is raining, meet at 
the main bath house.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
11:30 a.m. — Poisonous Plants: Do you 

know which plants are not safe to touch? 
There are more than you may think! Meet 
at the Open Air Chapel for a short identifi-

cation discussion that may save you from 
an accidentally painful experience. Meet in 
the main bath house if  it rains.

2 p.m. — Candle making: We don’t need 
candles for light like the early settlers did, 
but we can enjoy the skill of  making them. 
Come create a “bright memory” of  the 
early days. Meet at the Open Air Chapel or 
main bath house if  it is raining.

6 p.m. — Birds of  Prey: Meet some real-
live feathered hunters. Come to the Open 
Air Chapel and see “whooo...” is waiting for 
you. If  it is raining, meet at the main bath 
house.

FRIDAY, JUNE 18
9:30 a.m. — Sinking Waters Ridge Hike: 

Explore succession — the changing face of  
nature — on the first loop of  the Sinking 

Nature crafts, 
scavenger 

hunt on tap at 
Warriors Path
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Warriors Path State Park’s free series of activities is in full swing, and several new events are coming up.

From staff reports

KINGSPORT — If  you’ve ever 
wanted to get up close and personal 
with dragonflies, now’s your chance.

Warriors Path State Park will hold 
its 11th annual Dragonfly Day on 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Two 
dragonfly experts will lead the 
event, and participants will have 
plenty of  time to observe and learn 
about these interesting insects.

Event description: This region is rich 
in many varieties of  dragonflies. 
They are fun and challenging to 
observe, and they’re also excellent 

indicators of  the health of  natural 
places. Come spend a day learning 
to study dragonflies “at home” in 
their habitats, and also how best to 
record observations with photo-
graphs.

What to expect: The event will be 
led by Larry Everett, an aquatic 
biologist and expert on the “baby 
stage” of  dragonflies, and Richard 
Connors, state biologist emeritus 
and expert on observing, identifying 
and photographing adult dragon-
flies. Participants should meet at the 

Meet some dragonflies during 
Saturday event at Warriors Path
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This Slaty Skimmer poses next to his ‘friend,’ the Great Blue 
Skimmer, at Warriors Path State Park.

Editor’s note: This is the first in a 
series of  Teacher Spotlight articles 
about educators nominated by prin-
cipals in and around Kingsport.

From staff reports

KINGSPORT — Roosevelt 
Elementary School Principal Philip 
Wright nominated 
Marti Harrison, a 
first-grade 
teacher, for the 
Times News 
Teacher Spotlight.

Her previous 
experience 
includes teaching 
fifth grade lit-
eracy for many 
years at Roosevelt 
as well as pre-K 
classes, Wright 
said.

“Mrs. Harrison 
is a very caring 
teacher who sees 
to the needs of  her students and 
believes the foundation for teaching 
is the relationships created with 
students,” Wright said.

“She goes above and beyond to get 
to know her students as individuals 
and easily relates to them on their 
level,” Wright added.

“Over the years, many students 
with behavioral or other challenges 
have found success and confidence 
because of  her commitment to 
make a difference in their lives. 
Additionally, Mrs. Harrison is a 
strong leader among her colleagues.

“She is constantly seeking to 
learn and improve her craft of  
teaching and stands as a role model 
for other teachers to follow,” Wright 
noted.

“She spends very long hours 
working in her classroom trying to 
make the best lessons possible for 
her students and is often the first 
teacher to arrive and last teacher to 
leave each day,” Wright said.

 “Mrs. Harrison has served as a 
mentor for new teachers in our 
building as well and has always 
been willing to share her knowledge 
and secrets with new teachers,” he 
said.

Harrison 
‘stands as a 
role model’

Harrison
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