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Players, coaches and officials from the youth leagues to the NFL 
were honored Saturday at the National Football Foundation Mountain 
Empire Chapter Hall of Fame grand opening and induction at Mead-
owView Conference Resort and Convention Center. C1
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KINGSPORT — Sandy Davis began 
working in the office of  Sullivan North 
High School when it opened in August 1980, 
and she is retiring 41 years later.

She is leaving as North closes forever as 
a Sullivan 
County school 
later this 
month. The last 
day for students 
was a half-day 
on Thursday. 
Davis said she’ll 
likely be gone 
by the end of  
the month.

“I actually 
worked here 
during the 
summer (of  
1980) and helped 
them set up the 

library,” Davis recalled recently.
She served three years as a receptionist 

at North before becoming secretary.
Add to that three years as a guidance sec-

retary at the old Lynn View High School, 
and Davis will retire from Sullivan County 
Schools after 44 years of  work.

Of  course, that’s not counting if  she vol-
unteers to help with the opening of  West 
Ridge High School, a merger of  Sullivan 
North, South and Central.

Central and South will become Sullivan 
Central Middle and Sullivan Heights 
Middle, respectively, while North was sold 
to Kingsport and in the fall of  2023 is to 
become the city system’s new Sevier 
Middle School.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR DAVIS?
Davis said she really doesn’t have any 

hobbies other than work and spending time 
with her family and friends. “I’m going to 
try to visit more,” Davis said. “I may do 
some volunteer work.”

Longtime Sullivan North 
secretary Sandy Davis 

retiring as school closes

RICK WAGNER — RWAGNER@TIMESNEWS.NET

Sandy Davis, who is retiring, has spent 41 years at 
Sullivan North and 44 years total with the county 
school system. She is holding this year’s North 
annual, which had a page with her 1980 photo, when 
the school opened, and one from this year.

“She is Sullivan 

North. She knows 

anything that 

anyone would 

want to know 

about this place.”
 — Sullivan North Principal 

Jennifer Wilburn

Once 
a Raider, 
always 

a Raider

Wiretap report — 2019
State court issued wiretaps

Tennessee: 19
• Number of incriminating intercepts: 9,582
• Average cost per wiretap: $36,231
• Arrests: 247
Virginia: 17
• Number of incriminating intercepts: 4,278
• Average cost per wiretap: $103,735
• Arrests: 62

Federal court issued wiretaps
Tennessee — Eastern District: 3
• Number of incriminating intercepts: 5,327
• Average cost per wiretap: $81,155
• Arrests: 40

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

More than 3,200 wiretaps were authorized by 
state and federal courts in 2019, with each one 
costing on average $75,000 to $95,000 respec-
tively.

During that time, drug offenses, conspiracy 
and homicide were the top crimes investigated, 
with law enforcement officials reporting nearly 
2,700 people convicted through information 
gathered via these wiretaps.

This information is just a sampling of  the 
data found in the latest wiretap report from the 
Administrative Office of  the U.S. Courts. Per 
federal law, the AO must submit an annual 
report to Congress about intercepted wire, oral 
or electronic communications.

The report includes a slew of  data about 
wiretaps authorized by state and federal 
courts, including the number from each juris-
diction, the types of  crimes being investigated, 
the cost to conduct the surveillance, the 
number of  intercepts and duration, as well as 
the number of  arrests and convictions.

JURISDICTIONS AND WIRETAPS
According to the 2019 report, 48 jurisdictions 

have laws that authorize courts to allow for 
wiretapping. Of  that number, 29 jurisdictions 
reported using wire, oral or electronic surveil-
lance in 2019.

On a more specific note regarding wiretaps 
and the number issued:

• All jurisdictions: 3,225
• Federal government: 1,417
• State governments: 1,808
• Tennessee: 19
• Virginia: 17

State, federal wiretaps 
average $75,000 

to $95,000 per case

ILLUSTRATIONS FROM SHUTTERSTOCK

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Con- 
ducting a wiretap is not glam-
orous, as portrayed on televi-
sion and in the movies. It’s 
labor intensive, includes long 
stretches of  boredom, and is 
not done nearly as often as 
most people would think.

According to the most 
recent wiretap report (filed in 
2019), there were only 19 wire-
taps authorized by state 
courts in Tennessee and just 
17 in Virginia. All of  these 
cases involved either drug 
crimes or conspiracy charges.

At the local level, the last 
wiretap operation to be run 
out of  the Sullivan County 

Police wiretaps are nothing 
like what you have seen on television

— INFORMATION COMPILED BY MATTHEW LANE 

By JEFF BOBO
jbobo@timesnews.net

MOUNT CARMEL — 

Several new expenditures 

were added to Mount 

Carmel’s proposed 2021-22 

fiscal year budget last week, 

resulting in what started as 

an $89,000 surplus being whit-

tled down to zero.

During Thursday’s Board 

of  Mayor and Aldermen 

meeting, new contributions 

were approved for Mount 

Carmel Elementary School, 

the Senior Center, and a pro-

posed new Fall Festival.

The BMA then agreed to 

give City Manager Mike 

Housewright a $10,000 raise 

that had been promised three 

years ago when he took over 

the city recorder’s duties.

That left the proposed 

2021-22 budget surplus at 

$45,850.

Alderman Steven McLain 

then recommended that the 

remaining funds be allocated 

toward paving, which was 

approved by the board.

The new proposed 2021-22 

budget, which remains bal-

anced with no surplus funds, 

was then approved on first 

reading by a vote of  4-2 with 

McLain and Alderman Jim 

Gilliam voting no.

Gilliam argued against 

some of  the spending addi-

tions, and there were multiple 

heated exchanges, as has 

become typical of  a Mount 

Carmel BMA meeting.

A recording of  the budget 
discussion can be heard in the 
online version of  this article 
at www.timesnews.net.

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTION
Alderman John Gibson 

made a motion to contribute 
$5,311 to a Mount Carmel 
Elementary School fundraiser 
to purchase an $8,000 auto-
mated student drop-off  and 
pickup system to alleviate 
traffic congestion on Cherry 

See WIRETAPS, Page A2See COSTS, Page A2

Mount Carmel BMA approves spending budget surplus
Funds to go toward city manager’s raise, Fall Festival,  Senior Center increase, paving 

See DAVIS, Page A2 See SURPLUS, Page A3


