
Gate City girls fall to 
Luray 61-56 in state 
championship game. C1

Late touchdown, pick seal Bucs’ 
comeback win in opener. C1
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West Ridge 
may get  

access road 
from Henry 
Harr Road

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Sullivan County’s new 
high school might have a paved access road after 
all.

But it would be a school-system-owned private 
driveway connecting to Henry Harr Road 
instead of  a public road 
coming in from Jericho Drive 
off  state Route 357.

The Board of  Education has 
set a called meeting solely 
about another access road pro-
posal for West Ridge High 
School for 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday at Holston Middle 
School’s library.

No public comment will be 
allowed.

The meeting will come 
before a regular work session 
where the agenda for the 
BOE’s March 4 voting meeting 
will be reviewed.

WHERE DID IDEA ORIGINATE?
“This one is a resolution 

that some of  the commis-
sioners have come to me and 
talked about,” BOE Chairman 
Randall Jones of  Indian 
Springs said on Friday.

The resolution would cost 
up to $200,000 in school system 
money plus the unknown cost 
of  a new road.

The idea, Jones said, is to 
put a paved road off  Henry 
Harr Road that would be a 
school driveway, not a public 
road as proposed to connect 
the school campus to state 
Route 357 just after it ceases 
being Airport Parkway. That 
plan would have used Jericho Drive beside 
Second Harvest Food Bank of  Northeast 
Tennessee, passing the site of  a proposed truck 
stop.

The original concept was a gravel driveway for 
additional access to the campus, as supported by 
County Mayor Richard Venable and Jones, but 
Jones said some commissioners he did not name 
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It’s taken a long time, but Kentucky is getting better. The Wildcats won 

their third straight game Saturday, topping No. 19 Tennessee 70-55. 

Isaiah Jackson scored 16 points and Davion Mintz had 15 in going 

5-for-5 on 3s in the first half for Kentucky. C1

Wildcats coming on strong
High

53
Low

34

WEATHER

Mostly sunny today

INSIDE

Celebration  E8 
Classifieds  D1-D6
Crossword  E3
Deaths  B2-B3
Editorial  C6
History  C6
Metro  B1

Money  A6
Outdoors  D5
Out of the Attic  E2
Pets  E5
Sports  C1-C5, C8
Television  A7 
Weather  A3

By CALVIN SNEED
Community Contributor

GATE CITY — “It’s some-
thing to be proud of. ... Not 
every school gets a historical 
marker right by the main 
road for all to see.”

Barbara Jean Rogers 
Johnson has lived 
most of  her 89 
years in Gate 
City. Although 
she eventually 
graduated 
from Douglass 
High School 
in Kingsport, 
she’ll readily 
tell you that the 
best of  her 
learning years 
was spent at 
Prospect Elemen-tary 
School, which has just 
received a new historical 
marker placed along one of  
Scott County’s main high-
ways. The marker commem-
orates the former African-
American school’s more 
than 100-year-old history.

“We had a school back in 
the day where you were 
loved by teachers just like 
your mama and daddy at 
home,” Johnson said. “Gate 
City was our home, and 
Prospect was our lives. The 
marker is a good reminder 

of  that, not just for us older 
ones, but the younger gener-
ations, too.”

High on a hill overlooking 
the former African-
American communities of  
Sticktown and Trot in the 
western end of  Gate City 

stood Prospect 
Elementary, built in 

1916 for Black 
children in a 

segregated 
society. Mary 
Wolfe Colley 
was its long-
time principal 
from 1936 to 

1964. Prospect 
teachers taught 
from first grade 
through the sev-
enth and eighth 

grades; after that, a few stu-
dents were bused away to 
high schools in Bristol and 
Christiansburg, Virginia, 
but most of  them graduated 
from the much closer 
Douglass High School in 
Kingsport just across the 
state line. Prospect closed 
due to integration in 1964-65, 
its students sent to 
Shoemaker Elementary 
Junior High and Gate City 
High. The Prospect school 
building was eventually torn 
down. A cornerstone and 

‘Gate City was our home, 
and Prospect was our lives’
New historical marker commemorates Black school in Scott County
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Alumni from Scott County’s Prospect Elementary School gather for a reunion in this photo from 2018. Built in 1916, the African-American school on 
Manville Road closed due to integration in 1964-65.
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James Wood and Penny Walker look over the new Prospect School 
historical marker along Highway 23 in Gate City. The school, shown 
below, was on a hill overlooking the former African-American 
communities of Sticktown and Trot in the western end of Gate City.
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Barbara Jean Rogers Johnson

Don’t say it

County Attorney 
Dan Street has 
warned Sullivan 
County officials 
to steer clear of 
any public 
description of 
current routes to 
West Ridge High 
as ‘unsafe.’ B1

See WEST RIDGE, Page A2See PROSPECT, Page A2

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

The latest COVID-19 numbers 
from the Tennessee Department 
of  Health’s daily report for 
Saturday, Feb. 20:

Statewide
• 51 new deaths and 1,335 new 

cases.
• Pandemic totals are 11,115 

deaths and 764,008 cases.
• 736,300 (96%) of  those cases 

were listed as “inactive/recov-
ered.”

• New deaths by age: 22 in the 

81-plus group; 19 in the 71-80 
group; six in the 61-70 group; 
three in the 51-60 group; and one 
in the 41-50 group.

Northeast Tennessee
• Four new deaths and 128 

additional cases for the eight-
county region.

• New deaths by county: three 
in Washington; and one in 
Greene.

• New cases by county: 47 in 
Sullivan; 23 in Hawkins; 22 in 
Washington; 18 in Greene; 13 in 
Carter; three in Unicoi; one in 
Hancock; and one in Johnson.

• Active cases by county: 358 
in Sullivan; 228 in Washington; 
181 in Hawkins; 129 in Greene; 
110 in Carter; 48 in Unicoi; 13 in 
Johnson; and nine in Hancock.

Positive rates
• Statewide: 9.16% of  the 10,942 

new test results reported state-
wide Saturday by the Tennessee 
Department of  Health.

• Ballad Health: As of  Friday, 
14.0% over the prior seven days, 
for the health system’s 
21-county service area, 
including Northeast Tennessee 
and Southwest Virginia.

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

The LENOWISCO Health 
District’s number of  new 
COVID-19 infections remained 
below 15, according to 
Saturday’s state data report, 
while the region’s daily vaccina-
tions exceeded 600.

The Virginia Department of  

Health (www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) said the 
LENOWISCO district reported 
14 COVID-19-related cases and 
one new death for totals of  6,863 
and 175 deaths during the pan-
demic.

Wise County saw 10 cases for 
2,807 and 85 deaths. Scott 

SW Va. sees one death, 14 more infections

See STATS, Page A3


