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Boilermakers outlast 
Tennessee 48-45 in OT 
in Music City Bowl. B1

Leslie Earhart: From the property 
assessor’s office to the TBI. A6
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 With the tandem of Malachi Smith and Silvio DeSousa creating multiple 

matchup problems, the Chattanooga Mocs certainly looked the part of 

Southern Conference favorites on Thursday night. Picked to win the league 

by coaches and media, the Mocs romped past rival ETSU 82-52.  B8

Chattanooga hammers ETSU in SoCon openerINSIDE
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WEATHER

Mostly cloudy today 
with a 30% chance 
of rain

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Virginia workers, 
employers, drivers and 
voters will see three changes 
in state law effective 
Saturday.

For employers and 
employees, the next step in a 
series of  state minimum 
wage increases begins Jan. 1 
with a $1.50 hike in the base 
wage from $9.50 to $11.

The latest wage hike will 
lead to another $1 increase in 
January 2023 to $12, $1.50 in 
January 2024 to $13.50, and a 
$1.50 rise to $15 in January 
2026. If  Congress approves a 
minimum wage rate higher 
than the state level at the 
time, the Virginia minimum 
wage rises to that level.

With that extra cash, 
Virginia vehicle owners also 
may see higher insurance 
costs. Effective Saturday, 
minimum liability coverage 
on vehicle policies must be at 
least $30,000 for injury or 
death of  one person in an 
accident and $60,000 for two 
or more persons.

Car owners can look for-
ward to another minimum 
coverage increase in January 
2025: $50,000 for one person 

and $100,000 for two or more 
people injured or killed in an 
accident.

Starting in 2022 for voters 
in cities or towns, all gov-
erning body and school board 
elections will be held in 
November instead of  May. 
All countywide elections in 
Lee, Scott and Wise counties 
and Norton’s city elections 
have already been held in 
November for several years, 
and the new election provi-
sion affects several localities 
in the region for the first 
time.

Officials elected in a pre-
vious May vote whose terms 
would have expired on June 
30, 2022, will see their terms 
extended until they or their 
successors have been elected 
in November and qualified to 
take office on Jan. 1, 2023.

Online: 
Minimum wage: https://law.
lis.virginia.gov/vacode/
title40.1/chapter3/sec-
tion40.1-28.10/ 
Liability insurance: https://
law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/
title46.2/chapter3/sec-
tion46.2-472/ 
Elections: https://law.lis.vir-
ginia.gov/vacode/15.2-1400/

New laws 
take effect 
Saturday 
in Virginia

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Tennessee 
has received its first ship-
ments of  oral antiviral treat-
ments for COVID-19, the 
Tennessee Department of  
Health said on Thursday.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has issued 
an emergency use authoriza-
tion for two oral COVID-19 
treatments: Paxlovid by 
Pfizer and molnupiravir by 
Merck.

The U.S. government is 
buying the pills from Merck 
and Pfizer and providing 
them for free, but supplies of  
the drugs are currently lim-
ited.

The first allocation of  the 
drugs to Tennessee is 5,000 
courses of  molnupiravir and 
1,000 courses of  Paxlovid, 
according to the state Health 
Department.

Tennessee should receive 
more of  the two drugs as 
production increases in the 
coming weeks.

Early studies indicate the 
treatments may reduce 
severe outcomes from 
COVID-19, including hospi-
talization or death, but they 
must be taken as soon as 
possible once symptoms 
appear.

The pills are intended for 
those with mild or moderate 
COVID-19 who are more 
likely to become seriously 
ill. 

That includes older people 
and those with other health 
conditions such as heart dis-
ease, cancer or diabetes that 
make them more vulnerable. 
Both pills were OK’d for 
adults; Paxlovid is autho-
rized for children ages 12 
and older.

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Angels exist and Christmas 
miracles happen. Just ask two families brought 
together by what both think was God’s hand in 
saving an 89-year-old man from the burning 
wreckage of  his car on Christmas Day.

J.D Winegar was driving home from a family 
gathering when he lost control of  his car, struck a 
tree and overturned near 528 Hawley Road. That’s 
the road he lives on. He was about half  a mile 
from home.

Winegar’s seat belt kept him in place in the 
driver’s seat, hanging upside down. The engine 
was off. But the radio still played, like a faint but 
steady beacon on the not-busy road.

Father, son team up to rescue man trapped in overturned vehicle

CONTRIBUTED / MIKE WINEGAR

This contributed photo shows the charred remains of the interior of the car J.D. Winegar was pulled from as it caught fire.

CONTRIBUTED / TIM AND BRANDON KELLER

J.D. Winegar’s car burns moments after Tim and Brandon Keller 
pulled Winegar from the overturned sedan and carried him to safety.

‘You’re going to have to 
hurry, the car is on fire’

Tennessee receives 
first shipment of oral 

antiviral COVID drugs

See DRUGS, Page A2
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Like Mike
Riley Kugel, right, of Dr. Phillips (Florida) won the slam 
dunk contest on Thursday night at the 38th Arby’s 
Classic basketball tournament at Viking Hall. Taking off 
from the free throw line for a Michael Jordan-esque jam, 
Kugel beat Berkmar’s Ahmed Soumahoro, above, in a 
two-man dunk-off. Other participants in the contest were 
Hayden Moseley (Bearden), Quion Williams (Jonesboro), 
Phillip Tillman (Jonesboro), Cole Hooven (Volunteer) and 
Antoine ‘Bo’ Hurns (Berkmar). Game story on Page B1. 

See RESCUE, Page A2


