
Assisted Living | memory care

American house kingsport

cozy up at 
AMERICAN 
HOUSE.
You can win free rent for a month!

’TIS THE SEASON FOR SAVINGS!
Let your holidays begin at American House, where you’ll enjoy a comfortable, maintenance-free lifestyle in a warm 

and welcoming environment. Settle in for family time in the privacy of your well-appointed apartment. Make new 

friends and share holiday stories over chef-prepared meals or at our many engaging activities and events. 

To make the season even better—schedule a tour now! If your savory tour gift has our American House Gold 

Seal, you’ll win FREE RENT FOR A MONTH!*

Call (423) 343-5247 to schedule your tour today!

22-KSPT-8051

AmericanHouse.com/Tennessee

Your story. To be continued.

Scan for details!

* Restrictions apply. Offers valid at select locations, while supplies last.
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Whitetop Mountain Band is about two things, family and tradition — both 

of which the Virginia-based band will bring to the Carter Fold this week-

end. Whitetop Mountain Band will return to the Carter Fold on Saturday 

at 7:30 p.m. as part of the historic music venue’s 2022 season. A6

Whitetop Mountain Band returning to FoldINSIDE
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Cloudy with a 90% 
chance of rain and 
a near record high 

Hawkins 
middle schools 

teaming up 
to perform 
‘Annie Jr.’

By TESSA WORLEY
tworley@timesnews.net

SURGOINSVILLE — Students from 
middle schools across Hawkins County 
will come together the first weekend in 
December to perform the musical “Annie 
Jr.” at Surgoinsville Middle School.

The cast includes more than 40 students 
from five local middle schools: 
Surgoinsville Middle, Rogersville Middle, 
Rogersville City, Church Hill Middle and 
Church Hill Intermediate schools.

The students have been practicing twice 
a week since 
September in 
preparation for the 
show.

Surgoinsville 
Middle School 
music teacher and 
“Annie Jr.” 
director Josh Fritts 

said they decided to invite other schools 
to participate after the success of  the 
school’s last musical, “Lion King Jr.”

“We saw a lack of  opportunity in our 
county for students, especially in middle 
school, to perform in theater and musical 
theater,” Fritts said. “The idea to invite 
students from other schools came from 
three places. First, our middle schools 
often combine sports teams when one 
school does not have a program, so why 
not theater? Secondly, middle school 
bands often perform concerts together. 
Lastly, the ‘Lion King Jr.’ summer camp 
we had at SMS featuring students from 
across the county was a huge success. We 
did not want many of  these talented stu-
dents to not have a show to be a part of  
this school year, so we invited them back 

TESSA WORLEY/KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

Middle school students from five schools across 
Hawkins County are teaming up to perform the 
musical ‘Annie Jr.’ Tickets for the three 
performances —  on Dec. 2 and 3 at 7 p.m. and on 
Dec. 4 at 3:30 p.m. — are only $7. 

From staff reports

BLOUNTVILLE — Delta Air Lines 
has upgraded its service at Tri-Cities 
Airport (TRI), offering area air trav-
elers a larger aircraft with more 
first-class and preferred seating 
options.

On Thursday morning, a Boeing 
717 departed from TRI on its way to 
Atlanta.

The Boeing 717 marks the return 
of  mainline service to TRI, which 
had been paused since 2020.

“We are excited about the return 

of  mainline Delta service to TRI,” 

Gene Cossey, Tri-Cities Airport 

executive director, said in a news 

release. “The larger aircraft allows 

for an upgraded passenger experi-

ence and provides more seats for the 

crowded morning outbound and eve-

ning in-bound flights.”

The B717 is on TRI’s schedule 

through Jan. 1, but it could be 

extended if  demand remains high, 

Cossey said.

“Delta could decide to continue it 

Delta returns larger mainline jet to Tri-Cities Airport until January

TRI-CITIES AIRPORT/TREVOR RICE

A Delta Air Lines Boeing 717 flying to Atlanta will serve Tri-Cities Airport at least until Jan. 1, 2023. The B717 will fly out 
once a day and return to TRI to stay overnight.

By TESSA WORLEY
tworley@timesnews.net

MOUNT CARMEL — Students at 
Mount Carmel Elementary School 
honored those who fought for our 
freedom with a Veterans Day pro-
gram that included performances of  
patriotic music.

The event, which was held 
Thursday morning, drew a large 
crowd.

Most of  the patriotic performances 

‘Grateful for the veterans’
Mount Carmel  

students salute 
military personnel 

TESSA WORLEY/KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

Mount Carmel Elementary School students honored the nation’s military Thursday with a Veterans Day program that included patriotic songs and speeches.

TC-MAC works 
to meet the needs 
of local veterans

By CARMEN MUSICK
cmusick@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — When local vet-
erans need assistance they can’t find 
anywhere else, the Tri-Cities 
Military Affairs Council does its best 
to make sure they know there’s 
always someone in their corner.

Founded in 2012, TC-MAC was 
modeled after a similar organization 
in Knoxville. Early in 2013, the group 
became a nonprofit organization 
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Active-duty Army Reserve Staff Sgt. Michael Hopkins tells 
students why he joined the military during Thursday’s 
Veterans Day program at Mount Carmel Elementary School.

Commission may take a rest stop on drive 
to economic redevelopment designation

To buy tickets, which 

go on sale Saturday, 

visit https://www.

showtix4u.com/

event-details/67022.

Exit 69
By CLIFF HIGHTOWER
chightower@timesnews.net

An attorney speaking on behalf  of  the 
Sullivan County Industrial Development 
Board said Thursday that he did not 
think an area around Exit 69 off  
Interstate 81 needed to be designated as 
an economic redevelopment zone.

“The cart’s a little bit before the horse,” 
Joel Conkin said.

Conkin spoke to the Sullivan County 
Commission on Thursday during its 

work session about the 
possibility of  designating 
the area as a zone for tax 
increment financing, an 
economic development 
tool used to help lure 
developers.

The commission had 
previously talked about 
designating the area as an 

economic development zone last month 
but held off  on voting on it.

The resolution calls for designating 

more than 100 acres surrounding Exit 69 
as an economic redevelopment zone. 
Sullivan County Commissioner Sam 
Jones, the resolution’s sponsor, said he 
felt it would help spur development in the 
area and that there are developers 
looking at possibly using TIFs in the 
coming months for developments.

The item came up again Thursday 
night as the commission looks at voting 
on the resolution next week during its 

Jones
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