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ETSU basketball coach 
Jason Shay resigns 
after one season. C1

Weather service again issues  
flash flood watch for region. B1
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Tammy Kunselman is a Kingsport native with family roots in 

Hawkins County in Carters Valley, but when she was looking for a 

family getaway, it was her husband, Bret, who picked an old farm-

house at the end of Carters Valley Road. B1

Farmhouse in the Valley to host market INSIDE
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WEATHER

Mostly cloudy today 
with a 100% chance 
of rain
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Students walk through Northeast State Community College’s new Technical Education Complex. Northeast officials are planning for the Blountville campus, 
as well as satellite locations, to ‘fall back into fall’ with more ‘normal’ in-person learning for the fall semester.

 Closer 
to ‘normal’ 
Northeast State planning to have 

more in-person classes this fall
By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — 
Northeast State Community 
College is planning a return 
to “normal” for the fall 2021 
semester.

Just call it “fall back into 
fall” as priority registration 
continues this week.

However, students, staff  
and faculty shouldn’t get rid 
of  those face masks or forget 
about Zoom classes just yet 
since face coverings and 
social distancing likely will 
remain and about half  of  
classes still won’t be held 
in-person.

With the rollout of  
COVID-19 vaccines, falling 
case numbers and health 
measures used during the 

past year, Northeast officials 
are optimistic they can bring 
back students, faculty and 
staff  safely.

In addition, college officials 
report surveys on campus 
indicate support for the move.

REGISTRATION LIVE NOW
Northeast spokesman Bob 

Carpenter said Tuesday that 
priority registration began on 
Monday and that will help 
school officials further gauge 
interest in more in-person 
offerings if  they are feasible 
based on the pandemic condi-
tions.

He said the college will con-
tinue to monitor the ever-
evolving nature of  the pan-
demic.

NET sees five COVID-19 deaths
By JONATHAN ROBERTS
Johnson City Press

JOHNSON CITY — Northeast 
Tennessee counties reported five 
new novel coronavirus-related 
fatalities on Tuesday, the most 
reported in the region since late 
February.

New deaths were reported in 
Carter (+1), Greene (+2), 
Hawkins (+1) and Washington 
(+1) counties. Tuesday’s death 

toll is the largest reported since 
Feb. 23 and accounts for 7% of  all 
deaths reported this month.

Since the first week of  March, 
the region has not reported more 
than 10 deaths in a single week.

Over the past week, 
Washington County has reported 

the most new deaths (3) and the 
most new hospitalizations (8) in 
the region. Greene and Hawkins 
counties have each reported two 
deaths in the past week, while 
Sullivan County has added seven 
new hospitalizations over that 
time.

POP-UP VACCINATION EVENT 
PLANNED IN GREENE COUNTY

The Greene County Health 
Department is hosting a pop-up 

COVID-19 vaccination pod on 
Wednesday using the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine.

The pod, located at 4850 
Andrew Johnson Highway, will 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and again from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Appointments are required for 
the first window but not from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. Those with an 
appointment during the later 
window, however, will be fast-
tracked to get their shot.

Vaccines are available to 
anyone 16 or older, and you can 
book an appointment at vacci-
nate.tn.gov. If  you need assis-
tance, call the Northeast 
Regional COVID-19 Registration 
Line at (423) 979-4689 Monday-
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

There is another vaccine event 
planned for Thursday at the 
same site from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Southwest Virginia numbers
The LENOWISCO Health District reported 
another COVID-19 death and 15 more 
cases on Tuesday. B3

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

BIG STONE GAP — Mountain 
Empire Community College and its 
sisters across Virginia will be able 
to make several degree and certifi-
cate programs tuition free this fall, 
thanks to a $36 million program 
signed into law this week.

The “Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give 
Back” package signed on Monday 
by Gov. Ralph Northam stems from 
a campaign by Northam in the past 
two years for the Virginia 
Community College System to pro-
vide tuition-free job training in 
high-demand fields.

Northam, in Monday’s signing 
ceremony, said the G3 program 
focuses on training and degree pro-
grams including health care, infor-

mation technology and computer 
science, manufacturing and skilled 
trades, public safety and early child-
hood education.

MECC President Kristin Westover 
on Tuesday said the G3 program 
will allow students in several dozen 
MECC programs to take advantage 

of  free tuition starting in the 2021-22 
academic year.

“We’ve got 80 programs that are 
fully fundable under G3, from asso-
ciate of  applied science degrees and 
career certificates to industry-ac-
cepted training,” Westover said. 
“This creates an incredible opportu-
nity for students looking to train in 
several professions.”

“The governor’s G3 initiative will 
make earning the necessary skills 
to fully participate in our 21st cen-
tury economy affordable for more 
Virginians,” Virginia Community 
College System Chancellor Glenn 
Dubois said during the bill signing. 
“Virginia’s 23 community colleges 
are ready to help students prepare 
for and succeed in the high-demand 

Virginia legislation makes career-training programs tuition free

MIKE STILL — MSTILL@TIMESNEWS.NET 

Mike Rose, an instructor at Mountain Empire Community College’s 
Center for Workforce and Innovation in Appalachia, checks the control 
panel on a plasma cutter in the center’s welding and fabrication lab. 

“The governor’s G3 initiative 
will make earning the 

necessary skills to fully 
participate in our 21st 

century economy affordable 
for more Virginians.”

 — Virginia Community College System 
Chancellor Glenn Dubois

From staff reports

KINGSPORT — All major cell phone 
carriers in the area now offer text to 911 
for their Kingsport customers, according 
to a Tuesday morning news release from 

the Kingsport 
Police 
Department.

Effective 
immediately, 
T-Mobile cus-
tomers in the 
Kingsport 
Emergency 

Communications District will be able to 
text to 911. Text to 911 was already avail-
able for Verizon and AT&T Wireless cus-
tomers.

While text to 911 is now possible, the 
KPD emphasized that calling is the pre-
ferred method for contacting 911. Just as 
when calling 911, texting 911 should only 
be done in the event of  an actual emer-
gency.

WHEN TO TEXT TO 911
Text to 911 is especially beneficial to 

those who are hearing- or speech-im-
paired, but citizens should only text 911 
when calling 911 is unsafe or not pos-
sible.

Examples include callers who can’t 
speak due to a threat, illness or medical 
condition, callers who have poor 

Text to 911 
expands in 
Kingsport
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