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There are plenty of exciting things to do in Kingsport when the weather starts 

to get a little chilly — whether it’s delicious fall recipes, fun crafts or visiting 

Kingsport’s parks. Check out these fall fun activities for some delightful sug-

gestions that will help you enjoy the changing weather. B1

Commission offers tips for fall fun in Kingsport INSIDE
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Trump again seeks to stop count
Judges in Georgia, Michigan quickly dismissed campaign’s lawsuits on Thursday

By JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE MILLER 
and WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With votes 
still being counted across the 
nation, President Donald Trump 
on Thursday sought to undermine 
confidence in the nation’s election, 
making unsupported accusations 
from the White House about the 
integrity of  the results in his race 

against Democrat Joe Biden.
Hours earlier, Biden offered reas-

surances that the counting could 
be trusted, projecting a more presi-
dential appearance while urging 
patience from Americans.

The candidates’ sharply con-
trasting postures intensified a 
national moment of  uncertainty as 
the nation and the world waited to 
learn which man would collect the 
270 electoral votes needed to cap-

ture the presidency. Trump pur-
sued legal options with little suc-
cess, working the phones and esca-
lating efforts to sow doubt about 
the outcome of  the race.

His path to victory narrow, 
Trump pushed unsupported allega-

tions of  electoral misconduct in a 
series of  tweets and insisted the 
ongoing vote count of  ballots sub-
mitted before and on Election Day 
must cease. And in his first public 
appearance since late on Election 
Night, he amplified the conspiracy 
theories amid the trappings of  
presidential power.

“This is a case when they are 

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

More than a third of  all new 
COVID-19 deaths reported in 
the state on Thursday were in 
the eight counties of  Northeast 
Tennessee.

The region accounted for 13 
new COVID-19 deaths: five in 
Washington County; three in 
Sullivan County; three in 
Johnson County; and one each 
in Carter and Greene counties. 
That brought the region’s pan-
demic death toll to 282.

The county breakdown of  the 
region’s 282 deaths: 72 in 
Washington County; 61 in 
Sullivan County; 58 in Greene 
County; 38 in Carter County; 30 
in Hawkins County; 13 in 
Johnson County; seven in 
Unicoi County; and three in 
Hancock County.

Statewide, 31 new deaths 
(including Northeast 
Tennessee’s 13) and 1,969 more 
cases brought Tennessee’s 
totals to 3,509 deaths (3,297 con-
firmed as COVID-19 and 212 
probable) and 271,771 cases 
(255,720 confirmed as COVID-19 
and 16,051 probable). Of  the 

COVID-19 blamed 
for 13 more deaths 
in NE Tennessee

From staff reports

A group of  regional business, 
education and pastoral leaders 
on Thursday released an “urgent 
joint statement” saying they are 
concerned about the surge of  
COVID-19 cases in the area and 
asking residents to ”join us in 
slowing the spread of  this virus.”

“It is too much to ask of  our 
nurses, doctors and allied health 
professionals to be there for us, 
without us also doing our part to 
help them,” they said.

The leaders who issued the 
statement include Eastman CEO 
Mark Costa, UVA Wise 
Chancellor Donna Henry, ETSU 
President Brian Noland, Bristol 
Motor Speedway Executive Vice 
President Jerry Caldwell, 
Eastman Credit Union President 
Kelly Price and Six Rivers Media 
President Rick Thomason.

The following is the statement 
in its entirety:

HELP US SUPPORT OUR  
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE 
AS THEY SUPPORT OUR REGION

“As leaders of  organizations 
touching every part of  the 
Appalachian Highlands, we 
believe it is important to speak 
out about issues that affect our 
team members, their families 
and our extended communities.

Right now, there is no issue 
more concerning to us than the 

growing threat of  the corona-
virus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

We are concerned that the 
surge of  cases of  COVID-19 cases 
in our region is resulting in 
increased hospitalizations, death 
and continued economic disrup-
tion. These issues are real, and 
they are happening all around 
us. Each of  us has experienced 
team members, friends, family 
members or neighbors who have 
been directly or indirectly 
affected.

Despite varying outlooks and 
perspectives about this virus, as 
a community, we must do our 
part to protect each other.

We are grateful for the focus 
and response we have seen from 
Ballad Health and our health 
departments from their respec-
tive team members and commu-
nity partners. For almost nine 
months, they have been on the 
front lines, working each day to 
protect our loved ones and 

Area business, education, pastoral leaders urge residents to help battle virus
Voting during a pandemic
Analysis: The nation’s counties with the 
worst virus surges overwhelmingly voted  
for President Trump. A5

See STATEMENT, Page A3
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By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — It’s time for you 
to experience Bays Mountain 
Park in an all new light. Or maybe 
with a complete lack thereof.

The park recently announced 
that it’s bringing back the pop-
ular night biking program begin-
ning next week, thanks to down-
town business Reedy Creek 
Bicycles. Now’s your chance to 
hit the trails on your mountain 

bike under dark and moonlit 
skies.

Beginning on Nov. 10, you’ll be 
able to join a group of riders for 
a journey through the forest. The 
rides will take place on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month, from November 
through February.

Each ride will begin at 6 p.m., 
last one to two hours, and be led 
by Reedy Creek Bicycles. 

There are no age or skill level 

restrictions for this free pro-
gram.

ABOUT THE EVENT
Riders should arrive early in 

time for a prompt 6 p.m. depar-
ture. No late arrivals will be 
allowed to catch up. You should 
wear appropriate safety gear for 
mountain biking, including a 
helmet. Flashlights or headlamps 
are recommended.

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest 
Virginia’s COVID-19 cases 
spiked by almost 70, 
according to Thursday’s 
state health data, as Lee 
County Schools added 
another case.

The Virginia 
Department of  Health 
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) reported 
that the state had 1,366 
new cases and 11 deaths 
in the prior 24 hours for 
pandemic totals of  187,202 
cases and 3,688 deaths.

The LENOWISCO 
Health District added 69 
total cases for totals of  
1,933 and 27 deaths during 
the pandemic. Wise 
County saw 33 cases for 
totals of  767 and 10 
deaths. Scott County had 
21 cases for 499 and seven 
deaths.

Lee County saw 12 cases 
for 610 and 10 deaths, 

SW Virginia 
sees cases spike 

by almost 70

216 new cases 
reported as region’s 
death toll hits 282

See COVID-19 , Page A2
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Battle for control
Control of the Senate hangs in the balance 
with a few races still undecided. A4

Trump See TRUMP, Page A2


