
BMS offers tips on 
how to enjoy weekend 
of dirt track racing. B1

Hawkins DUI suspect says 
100-mph chase was ‘fun.’ A10
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The William King Museum of Art is highlighting Northeast Tennessee 

craftsmanship in its upcoming exhibit. Called “Tennessee Fancy: 

Decorative Arts of Northeast Tennessee,” the exhibit opens next week 

in the museum’s Cultural Heritage Gallery. A6

Exhibit spotlights decorative arts of NETINSIDE
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WEATHER

Mostly cloudy today 
with a 55% chance 
of showers

By ROBERT HOUK
Johnson City Press

Tennessee is offering a new service 
to help state residents verify the essen-
tial records they need to apply for a 
REAL ID.

The state is now providing a digital 
review of  the personal documents 
Tennesseans must provide to obtain a 
REAL ID card. The idea is to spare resi-
dents from having to spend time in a 
long line only to be told they don’t have 
all the necessary paperwork with them 
to qualify for the designation.

REAL ID is a federal identification 
that people must have for boarding 
domestic flights, and for visiting 
nuclear facilities and specified federal 
buildings beginning in October. The 
start date for the REAL ID program 
was extended last year because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Federal law requires applications for 
a REAL ID credential to be made in 
person. The designation can be added 
to driver’s licenses in Tennessee.

That means Tennessee residents can 
apply for a REAL ID at Driver Services 
Centers operated by the state. The 
center in Sullivan County is at 3769 U.S. 
Highway 11-W, Blountville. The 
Johnson City center is at 4717 Lake 
Park Dr.

You will need to present the following 
documents when applying for a REAL 
ID:

• Proof  of  U.S. citizenship or legal 
presence.

• Proof  of  a full Social Security 
number.

• Two proofs of  Tennessee residency.
Applicants should also be prepared 

to provide documentation of  any name 
changes that may have occurred. All 
documents must be originals or certi-
fied. Photocopies will not be accepted.

State officials announced a program 
this month that allows new and 
existing customers to upload required 
identity documents to be pre-vetted 
and added to the customer’s profile 

Tennessee now offering digital review 
of paperwork needed to apply for ID

FROM THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY

Getting REAL
The REAL ID Act establishes minimum security standards for license issuance and production and prohibits 

federal agencies from accepting for certain purposes driver licenses and identification cards from states not 

meeting the act’s minimum standards. Beginning Oct. 1, 2021, all persons must have a REAL ID license for 

accessing certain federal buildings, entering nuclear facilities and boarding commercial flights in the U.S. 

REAL ID compliant driver licenses and 

identification credentials have a gold circle with a 

star in the right corner of the license. 

Non-REAL ID driver licenses and identification 

credentials display the phrase “NOT FOR REAL ID 

ACT PURPOSES” on the front of the credential. 

REAL ID Credential Standard ID Credential

What is REAL ID?

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Spring plants, 
birdhouses and wind catchers on 
shepherd’s hooks are starting to 
brighten the days of  area nursing 
home and assisted living residents.

A local home health and hospice 
business is trying to get 500 shep-
herd’s hooks donated and installed 
for residents of  those facilities, 
helping them during the waning 
days of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

In cooperation with the 
Kingsport Neighborhood 
Commission, Smoky Mountain 
Home Health and Hospice has set 
that goal and to date has 178 hooks, 
including ones installed on 
Wednesday at Holston Manor in 
Kingsport.

The effort covers Sullivan and 
Washington counties and their 
cities.

“We’re up to 178 at this point,” 
said Shannon Morelock, commu-
nity educator with Smoky 
Mountain HH&H. During 
Wednesday’s installation at 
Holston Manor in Kingsport, “a 
couple of  residents came to the 
windows” but could not be photo-
graphed because of  federal health 
privacy regulations.

Morelock said the project has 
been extended until the first day of  
summer, Sunday, June 20.

“Too many of  our seasoned citi-
zens in nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities have been held hos-
tage by the COVID pandemic,” 
Morelock said. He said the flowers 
and other plants and birdhouses 
can “bring a bit of  joy back into 
their lives” even as visitation 
restrictions remain.

He said the hooks and what they 
hold can lift spirits and give hope to 
residents of  such facilities, which 
makes the job of  nurses and certi-
fied nursing assistants easier in 
taking care of  the residents.

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
Johnson City Press

Washington County reported 
an increase of  21 in its active 
COVID-19 case count on 
Wednesday, bringing its total to 
275.

That’s 100 below Sullivan 
County’s region-leading 
number.

Overall, Northeast Tennessee 
saw a net increase of  five active 
cases from Tuesday, with most 
reported in Washington 
County. Hawkins (8) and 
Johnson (1) counties were the 
only other counties in the 
region to see an increase in 
their active case counts.

There are 1,013 active cases 
in the region, 37.6% higher 
than the low of  736 on March 
10.

Washington County has seen 
substantial growth in its active 
case count over the past two 
weeks, growing from 163 on 
March 10 to 275 on Wednesday 
— a 68.7% increase, sec-
ond-highest behind Johnson 
County’s (29 active cases) 
141.6% increase over the same 
time. Washington County has 
seen the largest numeric 
increase since then, however, 
its count growing by 112.

The county also added the 
most new cases in the region 
on Wednesday with 39, 
bringing its seven-day total to 
201. Sullivan (249 cases in the 
past seven days) and 
Washington counties account 
for 62.3% of  the region’s new 
cases over the past week, 
slightly more than their share 
of  the region’s population 
(56.1%).

BALLAD REPORTS DROP 
IN HOSPITALIZATIONS 

Ballad Health’s COVID-19 
inpatient census fell by eight 
from Monday, dropping to 83 
with 18 (-2) people in intensive 
care and 11 (+3) on ventilators.

The 83 people hospitalized 
with COVID-19 across Ballad’s 
facilities matched the total 
reported last Friday, but 
remained above last Monday’s 
67 hospitalizations — the 
lowest reported since 
September. The 91 reported on 
Monday were the most since 
Feb. 17. 

Northeast Tennessee’s 

active COVID-19 cases 

continue to climb

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

The LENOWISCO 
Health District’s daily 
number of  new COVID-19 
infections dropped below 
10, according to 
Wednesday’s state data 
report, with more than 
600 residents vaccinated.

The Virginia 
Department of  Health 
(www.vdh.virginia.gov/
coronavirus) said the 
LENOWISCO district 
reported nine COVID-19-
related cases and no 
deaths for totals of  7,229 
and 192 deaths during the 
pandemic.

Scott County saw three 
cases for 1,673 and 50 
deaths.

Wise County had three 
cases for 2,954 and 92 
deaths.

Norton saw two cases 
for 247 and six deaths.

Lee County had one 
case for 2,353 and 44 
deaths.

In the LENOWISCO dis-
trict, 31,110 doses of  
COVID-19 vaccines have 
been given since they 
became available in 
Virginia — 631 new vacci-
nations since Tuesday’s 
VDH report.

The number of  people 
in the district receiving 
the recommended two 
doses is 10,820 — 12.51% 
of  the district’s popula-
tion of  86,471.

Statewide, 2,140,673 
doses have been given and 
1,167,307 people have 
received two doses — 
13.53% of  8.63 million 
state residents fully vacci-
nated.

VDH reported 1,470 new 
cases and six deaths 

LENOWISCO 

district sees just 

nine new cases: 

631 vaccinated

Shepherd’s hook projects 
serving area nursing home, 

assisted living residents

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY SHANNON MORELOCK

Carey Young, a nurse with Smoky Mountain Home Health and Hospice, puts 
a bird feeder on a shepherd’s hook at Holston Manor nursing home in 
Kingsport on Wednesday. The business is partnering with the Kingsport 
Neighborhood Commission to put the hooks at assisted living and nursing 
homes in Kingsport, but the project also covers all of Sullivan and 
Washington counties and their cities. At top, Ted Fields and Susan Burns of 
the Kingsport Neighborhood Commission work on wind catchers installed 
at Holston Manor on Wednesday.
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