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D-B’s second-round
playoff game with
McMinn County
wasn’t played on
Friday night due to a
coronavirus situation.
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‘It’s an amazing facility’
Sullivan officials tour West Ridge High
By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — What is to
be about 290,000 square feet of
inside space in the middle of
what was a Sullivan County
farm field?
If you guessed the new West
Ridge High School off Lynn
Road, off Exit 63 of Interstate
81, you were right.
County officials, including
Mayor Richard Venable,
Commissioners Angie Stanley
and Gary Stidham, Director of
Schools David Cox, and Board
of Education members

Matthew Spivey, Mark Ireson
and Mary Rouse, visited the
site on Friday.
Dineen West of Cain Rash
West Architects led the tour
inside the school, where the
front portion is closest to complete.
All of the public officials who
participated in the tour indicated they were impressed with
the facility.
“This is going to be a state-ofthe-art facility,” Stidham said,
adding he was impressed by its
flexibility to adapt to as-yet
unknown future needs and that
its football stadium will draw

the attention of Interstate 81
traffic on game nights.
“This is going to be the billboard for economic development right here in Sullivan
County,” Stidham said.
Venable said all Sullivan
Countians, including those
living in Bristol and Kingsport,
“can be proud of this.”
“I think it’s an amazing
facility,” Ireson said. “I like the
science labs. The CTE (career
technical education) areas are
fantastic.”
Spivey, asked his favorite
See WEST RIDGE HIGH, Page A2
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Sullivan County officials begin their tour of West Ridge High School on Friday afternoon.
The facility is scheduled to open in August 2021.

Still Connecting

Tennessee tops
300,000 COVID-19
cases; 64 more die
• Death toll
climbs to 333
in NE Tennessee
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net
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As Tennessee’s total
COVID-19 cases exceeded
300,000 on Friday, the daily positive rate of new tests statewide
climbed to 14.69%.
In the eight counties of
Northeast Tennessee, three
additional deaths (one each in
Sullivan County, Washington
County, and Carter County)
and 177 new cases were
reported by the Tennessee
Department of Health. The
region’s pandemic death toll
reached 333. The region’s total
cases (confirmed, probable,
and inactive/recovered, and
dead) increased by only 176 to
17,859 because the state
adjusted Unicoi County’s case
total down by one.
Statewide, 64 more deaths
and 3,733 new cases brought
Tennessee’s pandemic totals to
3,852 deaths (3,583 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 269 probable)
and 300,458 cases (280,117 confirmed as COVID-19 and 20,341
probable), with 88% (265,459)
listed as “inactive/recovered.”
New cases in Northeast
Tennessee, by county: 104 in
Sullivan; 28 in Carter; 19 in
Washington; 13 in Greene; 10 in
Hawkins; and three in
Johnson. As noted above,
Unicoi County’s cases
decreased by one. Zero new
cases were reported in
Hancock County.
Total cases in Northeast
Tennessee, by county: 4,982 in
Sullivan; 4,720 in Washington;
2,394 in Greene; 2,166 in Carter;

The Christmas Connection is a great place to find crafts, home décor, baked goods, lotions, jewelry — and these cute little guys.

See TENNESSEE, Page A2
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In the photo at left, Harold Pannell, right, shows off one of his handmade wooden bowls to John Connors on Friday morning at
the Kingsport Civic Auditorium. Pannell, 85, is a member of the Tri-Cities Woodturners and has been making wooden bowls as a
hobby for the past decade. At right, Mary Prewett, from Butler, Tennessee, specializes in snowmen and Santas and has been
coming to Christmas Connection for 15 years. She said she simply loves crafting and has been doing so for more than 40 years.

Get a jump on holiday fun at the 41st Christmas Connection
The event continues Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
from noon to 4 p.m. Admission is
free.
Here are some of the items you’ll
find: country crafts, home décor, fine
woodcrafts, leathercrafts, handmade soaps and lotions, candles,
jewelry, Christmas ornaments,
stained glass, wheel-thrown pottery, fabric crafts, needlework,
American Girl doll clothing, pet
accessories and clothing, dichroic glass,
handmade greeting cards and paper art,
snowmen, Santas, pecan pies, candied

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Given how 2020
has gone so far, why not make a
trip to the Kingsport Civic
Auditorium this weekend and
get into the Christmas spirit.
Christmas Connection — the
annual arts and crafts fair specializing in seasonal and holiday items —
has returned for its 41st year.
Whether you are refreshing your
home décor, trying to find that perfect gift or treating your tastebuds,
the three-day fair has something for
you.
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• Virginia again
tightening
restrictions
By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

RICHMOND — Virginia
residents and businesses
will see tighter COVID-19
restrictions starting
Sunday as cases and hospitalizations increase.
On Friday, Gov. Ralph
Northam announced
curbs on gatherings and
bar and restaurant
alcohol consumption,
along with an expanded
mask-wearing mandate.
Effective midnight
Sunday, the number of
people allowed at private
and public gatherings
indoor or outdoor will
drop from 250 to 25.
Under the latest action,
all state residents age 5
and over are required to
wear face coverings in
indoor public spaces. That
lowers the minimum age
from 10 when the mask
mandate was ordered
May 29.
Northam said businesses now will face class
one misdemeanor charges
— enforceable by the
Virginia Department of
Health — if they do not
conform to state emergency orders on physical
distancing, mask-wearing
and enhanced cleaning.
On-site alcohol sales
will be prohibited after
10 p.m., Northam said.
That curfew and a

Select the right tool for the pruning task
Deadheading, trimming, and pruning are part of growing and maintaining a
beautiful and productive garden and landscape. Make sure you are outfitted
with the right tool for the job. Matching the tool to the pruning task will help
ensure a proper cut, reduce hand fatigue, and allow you to work longer. A6
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