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Sullivan extends mask mandate
• NET sees 10 more COVID-19 deaths
By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

Sullivan County Mayor Richard
Venable extended the county’s mask
order through November on Friday, as
Sullivan County had the most new cases
in the region (119), the highest total cases
in the region (4,100), and the most active
cases in the region (870).
Ten new COVID-19 deaths and 379 new
COVID-19 cases were reported Friday in
Northeast Tennessee.
Five of the new deaths in the region
were reported in Washington County.
Two were reported in Sullivan County.
Counties with one new death reported

• VDH reports 35 new cases in SW Va.

were: Hawkins,
Johnson, and Greene.
Statewide, 78 new
COVID-19 deaths and
2,608 new COVID-19
infections brought
Tennessee’s pandemic
totals to 3,341 deaths
(3,156 confirmed as
COVID-19 and 185 probVenable
able) and 259,488 cases
(244,886 confirmed as COVID-19 and
14,602 probable). Of the 259,488 cases,
229,669 (89%) were listed as “inactive/
recovered.”

By MIKE STILL

Back to remote learning

mstill@timesnews.net

Far Southwest Virginia accounted for
35 new COVID-19 cases, according to state
health data released on Friday.
The Virginia Department of Health
reported that the state had 1,456 new
cases and seven deaths in the prior 24
hours for pandemic totals of 179,639 cases
and 3,643 deaths.
The LENOWISCO Health District
added 35 cases for totals of 1,659 and 26
deaths during the pandemic. Scott
County added 19 cases for 423 and six
deaths. Wise County had nine cases for
669 and 10 deaths.

See MASK MANDATE, Page A2

With 250 students in quarantine, all Scott County
schools will return to remote learning on Monday. A6

Lee County saw seven cases for 404 and
10 deaths. Norton remained at 51 cases
and no deaths.
The statewide testing rate for people
with nasal swab and antigen tests in
Friday’s VDH report was 2,811,824 of 8.63
million residents, or 32.58%. For nasal
swab testing only, 2,606,664 people have
been tested to date, or 30.2%.
In the LENOWISCO district, 19,389 of
the region’s 86,471 residents have been
See COVID-19, Page A2

RUTH C. MONTGOMERY

STATE OF THE CITY

Former
Kingsport
mayor, state
senator dies

Kingsport
leaders cite
challenges
of 2020

By HANK HAYES

By MATTHEW LANE

hhayes@timesnews.net

mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Former
Tennessee state Sen. Ruth C.
Montgomery, also a former
Kingsport mayor, state representative and Sullivan County commissioner, passed away at her home on
Thursday. She was 92.
“She was just a wonderful, gracious dignified outgoing person
who loved
Kingsport,”
Mayor Pat Shull
said of
Montgomery, a
Republican. “She
served in a
variety of positions. She was
known for her
attention to detail
Montgomery
and integrity, her
good will. When
you’re in politics, you can get in
fights with people, but that wasn’t
her. She had the ability to get along
and be productive.”
U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander,
R-Tennessee, served with
Montgomery when he was governor.
“Ruth Montgomery was a
member of the Tennessee General
Assembly during several of its
most productive years,” Alexander
said. “She helped to enact the
Better Schools Program, rewarding
outstanding teaching and three
road programs that paid for the
Quad City Beltway, a new system
of four-lane highways in Upper
East Tennessee. Ruth was effective,
polite and widely respected by her
colleagues. Honey and I join in
sending to her family our great
respect for her life.”
State Rep. Bud Hulsey,
R-Kingsport, called Montgomery
“an incredible lady.”
“She showed a great deal of
intrinsic leadership,” Hulsey said.
“She proved that in so many facets,
not just at the state legislature but
See MONTGOMERY, Page A7

KINGSPORT — Like every other
city around the world, Kingsport
had to make some significant
changes this year to adapt to the
chaos caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Safety — for both employees and
customers — took center stage, but
at the same time
the city had to
secure its
finances, continue to address
the homeless situation, and look
at ways to
improve housing
options, while
planning for
McCartt
future projects.
To say 2020 was
an unprecedented year
would be an
understatement.
These were
some of the comments made
during Friday’s
State of the City
event, held at the
Shull
MeadowView
Conference Resort and Convention
Center.
For the past seven years,
Kingsport has held such an event
to talk about the financial picture
of the city, to discuss some of the
projects that have come to fruition
over the past year, and to give a
preview of the major things that
will be happening in the near
future.
City, county and state officials
and business, education and community leaders gathered Friday
morning to hear from City
Manager Chris McCartt and Mayor
Pat Shull about what’s going on in
the Model City.
However, the event began with a
somber tone, due to Thursday’s
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Rob Ervin’s family loves Halloween. “But we
rarely had any trick-or-treaters due to the fact
we live on a cul-de-sac on a steep hill,” he said.
His family still celebrates the spooky holiday through an elaborate “Nightmare Before
Christmas” Halloween display on property on
Hidden Acres Road in Rock Springs.
Rob said he built the Oogie Boogie and
“Boogies Boys” — Lock, Shock and Barrel,
Jack and Sally to add to the display’s storebought animatronics. And this year, a 12-foottall skeleton gets in on the creepy fun alongside a monster spider.

See STATE OF THE CITY, Page A2
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Fall back: It’s time for a change
It’s time for a change for most of the United States.
The clock is running out once more for daylight saving
time. Standard time begins at 2 a.m. local time on Sunday.
Daylight saving time is set to return on March 14. A7

