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The investigation into the disappearance of 5-year-old Summer Wells 

has not grown cold, according to local and state law enforcement 

officials. However, they urged people to submit only potentially useful 

and meaningful tips, not social media speculation and rumors. A6
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KINGSPORT — The United 
Way of  Greater Kingsport 
has reached nearly half  its 
goal during this year’s fund-
raising campaign, officials 
announced Thursday.

During a press conference 
at Pal’s Sudden Service in 
downtown Kingsport, Greg 
Perdue (vice-chair of  this 
year’s campaign) said the 
United Way has raised $1.41 
million (47%) of  its $3 million 
goal to date.

“It’s a great start, but we’ve 
got to keep our foot on the 
gas,” Perdue said.

This $1.41 million is money 
that’s been raised mostly by 
the pacesetters — companies 
and organizations that con-
duct workplace campaigns 
prior to the kickoff  of  the 
community campaign, which 

took place in August.
Pacesetter companies 

include Bank of  Tennessee, 
Citizens Bank, Eastman, 
Eastman Credit Union, First 
Horizon Bank, the Kingsport 
Chamber of  Commerce, the 
Kingsport Housing & 
Redevelopment Authority, 
Powell Valley National Bank 
and Primester Cerdia.

Thursday’s event also 
kicked off  the restaurant 
campaigns, starting with the 
Pal’s Change Drive. The com-
munity will see cans at all 
Pal’s locations in the greater 
Kingsport area through Oct. 
11.

“Your Change Makes a 
Change” is the slogan for the 
change drive, reminding 
donors that every coin and 
dollar has an impact in the 
greater Kingsport commu-
nity.

“I’m often asked, ‘Why 

United Way?’ and I say, ‘It 
brings community resources 
together to best serve others 
in need,’ ” said Chad Austin, 
chair of  this year’s fund-
raising campaign.

 “I know if  the closest 
people to me are using these 
services, there is someone in 
your circle that is among the 
1,400 lives that are affected 
every day through the agen-
cies we serve.”

You can hear personal 
impact stories by visiting 
www.uwaykpt.org/2021cam-
paign.

Donations can be made by 
going online to uwaykpt.org/
give, by texting uwaykpt to 
269-89, or by mailing a check 
to 301 Louis St., Suite 201, 
Kingsport, TN 37660. For 
more information, call (423) 
378-3409 or email frontdesk@
uwaykpt.org.

United Way halfway to fundraising goal
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At a press conference at Pal’s in downtown Kingsport, United Way officials announced the 
organization has raised $1.41 million of this year’s target of $3 million. Thursday’s event also 
kicked off the restaurant campaigns, starting with the Pal’s Change Drive. Collection cans will be 
at all of the restaurant chain’s locations in the greater Kingsport area through Oct. 11.

From staff reports

BLOUNTVILLE — Sullivan 
County Sheriff’s Office Chief  
Jail Administrator Lee 
Carswell has been named Jail 
Administrator of  the Year by 
the Tennessee Corrections 
Institute, according to an 
announcement shared by 
Sheriff  Jeff  Cassidy on social 
media.

From Cassidy’s post:
• Carswell began his career 

at the Sullivan County 
Sheriff’s Office in 1997 as a 
reserve deputy. He was hired 
as a full-time deputy in 
December 2002 and later 
graduated from the 
Tennessee Law Enforcement 
Training Academy.

• Since that time, he has 
held numerous positions 

within the agency to include 
supervisory roles within the 
Corrections Division, K-9 
Unit, Internal Affairs, and 
School Resource.

• He has completed various 
leadership development pro-
grams and is a graduate of  
the FBI National Academy.

• In September 2017, 
Carswell was assigned to the 
Corrections Division as the 

operations captain before 
being promoted to chief  jail 
administrator in 2018.

• Since then, he has worked 
tirelessly to improve the envi-
ronment within the Sullivan 
County Jail and address a 
number of  issues that had 
developed over time, particu-
larly overcrowding.

• In an effort to improve 
conditions, inmate popula-

tion reduction became one of  
Carswell’s priorities. He 
reached out to Sullivan 
County commissioners to 
give them a first-hand look at 
the problem and the needs.

• He encouraged partner-
ships with several correc-
tions-based programs and 
worked with county leaders 

Sullivan County Chief Jail Administrator Carswell receives statewide honor

Carswell
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KINGSPORT — The winners of  the 
city’s annual storm drain art contest have 
been announced and the painting is 
already underway.

The contest, now in its fourth year, calls 
for local artists and creative minds to 
paint five storm drains in city neighbor-
hoods in order to raise awareness about 
the importance of  protecting our rivers, 
stream habitat, and aquatic wildlife.

After receiving numerous entries, 
Kingsport’s Stormwater Department 
selected five winners: Alexandra Sheffey, 
Ashley Roberts, Brenda Barkley, Joel 
Hammitt, and Kaylee Osborne.

Each of  these winners has received $100 
and enough paint to bring their art to life. 
The artists started painting this week and 
should finish within the next month as 
weather and time allow. According to 
Amanda McMullen, stormwater quality 
control technician for Kingsport Public 
Works, two of  the projects are complete, 
one is underway, and two have yet to 
begin.

The storm drains are located at four ele-
mentary schools — Adams, Jefferson, 
Roosevelt and Washington — with the 

fifth on Kenwood Drive in the Greenacres 
neighborhood.

To follow the progress of  the work, 
check out and like the Kingsport Public 
Works Facebook page. The public is 
encouraged to check out the drains, both 
in progress and when complete, and snap 
their own photos of  their favorite drain.

Sponsors for the contest this year 
include Barge Design Solutions, LDA 
Engineering, Mattern & Craig and Now or 
Never Tattoo Gallery.

WHAT IS STORMWATER?
As Kingsport grew, the ground became 

covered with asphalt, concrete and build-
ings. The result is that an important part 
of  the water cycle was disturbed. Instead 
of  rain naturally filtering into the ground, 
it flows over roofs, driveways and streets 
as stormwater.

Stormwater can pick up pollutants and 
transport them into local waterways via 
the storm drain system. Pollutants 
include everyday items like pesticides or 
fertilizers in our yards, oil in our cars, and 
even soap. When introduced into the 
waterway, pollutants have a harmful 
effect on aquatic life and the health of  our 
rivers.

Artists bring 
the bling to city 

storm drains
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Storm drain artwork is by, clockwise from above, 
Ashley Roberts, Brenda Barkley, Joel Hammitt, 
Kaylee Osborne, and Alexandra Sheffey. Two of the 
projects are complete, one is underway, and two 
have yet to begin. 

See CARSWELL, Page A2
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JOHNSON CITY — Ballad Health 
said its process for people seeking 
monoclonal antibody treatment “will 
not change at this time” after federal 
and state health officials recommended 
limiting the usage of  the treatment to 
those who have not been fully vacci-
nated against the coronavirus or vacci-
nated immunocompromised people.

“Ballad Health wants our patients to 
know that the process for getting 
(monoclonal antibody) treatment will 
not change at this time — patients will 
still go through their provider to get 
referred for monoclonal antibody treat-
ment at Ballad Health’s clinics, and 
we’ll accommodate as many people as 
we’re able with the supply we have been 
provided by the state,” a Thursday 
statement from Ballad read, noting that 
the hospital system will “continue to 
follow state guidelines and advocate for 
the best interests for all of  our 
patients.”

Studies suggest the monoclonal anti-
body treatment, which is available 
under an emergency use authorization 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, can reduce the chances 
of  someone at high-risk of  severe ill-
ness from COVID-19 ending up in the 
hospital or dying.

In its statement, Ballad said there’s 
no substitute for vaccination or taking 
precautionary measures, but that 
monoclonal antibodies are a promising 
treatment and “one of  the best options 
to keep people out of  the hospital.” To 

No changes 
in antibody 
processes at 

Ballad for now
Feds, state called for 
limiting treatment to 
unvaccinated, at-risk

See BALLAD, Page A2


