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East wins Appalachian 
League All-Star Game 
with walk-off single. B2

Now is the perfect time to chill 
with homemade ice cream. B12
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Dollar signs were in the eyes of customers at Hillbilly Fried Chicken on Tuesday. 
Chasity McFall and Jessica Sexton, assistant managers at the convenience store 
on Norton’s East Park Avenue, listened to the hopes and plans of people coming 
in to buy Mega Millions tickets as the jackpot climbed to $830 million. A6

Area residents line up for shot at Mega jackpotINSIDE
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Partly cloudy today 
with a 75% chance 
of showers/storms

A regional effort
Below are the contributions from other local 
governments to the Northeast Tennessee 
Regional Drug Treatment Facility:

• Carter County contributed $1.8 million, which 
is all of its Baby Doe money.
• Elizabethton contributed $389,000, which is 
all of its Baby Doe money.
• Erwin contributed $170,000, which is all of its 
Baby Doe money.
• Johnson County contributed $50,000.
• Kingsport contributed $1.5 million. 
• Sullivan County contributed $3.5 million, 
which is all of its Baby Doe money. 
• Unicoi contributed $102,000.

See the Times News series 
on the region’s metham-
phetamine crisis at www.
timesnews.net.

By TESSA WORLEY
tworley@timesnews.net

ROGERSVILLE — The 
Hawkins County Commission 
voted Monday to give $400,000 
of  the $1.6 million it received 
from the Baby Doe opioid law-
suit to the Northeast 
Tennessee Regional Drug 
Treatment Facility.

The Budget Committee rec-
ommended the figure at its 
July 7 meeting.

Judge Todd Ross spoke to 
the commission about 
receiving some of  the money 
for his recovery court.

Circuit Court Judge Beth 
Boniface spoke about the dif-

ferences between their pro-
grams.

“Judge Ross has a fantastic 
program, and what he does 
for our community is 
amazing, but we do two dif-
ferent things on two different 
levels,” Boniface said. “Judge 
Ross takes care of  misde-

meanor people with misde-
meanor offenses. My court 
takes care of  people with felo-
nies. You have to be high-risk, 
high-need to be in my pro-
gram. My program goes on 
for years. So we have individ-
uals. That’s why we need an 
inpatient facility. What I can 
do with felons you cannot do 
with misdemeanors because 
you don’t have as much time.”

Boniface said the facility 
will benefit Hawkins County.

“I know that some people 
think this is money that goes 
to Carter County and only 
Carter County. That is not the 
way it works,” Boniface said. 
“It will be for our citizens, and 

plenty of  our citizens will 
benefit from this. It is roughly 
a two-year program; they will 
come out with a technical 
degree of  some sort. So they 
are employable, they will be 
clean for at least two years, 
they will be back in the work-
force, and they will have all 
their families back together, 
hopefully. We’re all com-
bating the same problem. 
We’re just coming at it from 
different areas. I need to be 
able to have a place to send 
our people. If  we just send 
them to a 30-day program, I 
can assure you that the people 

Hawkins approves $400,000 for regional drug treatment facility

By CLIFF HIGHTOWER
chightower@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Beer and wine could soon 
be sold on Sundays at the same time as city 
leaders work to align state and local regula-
tions.

The new law will take effect if  the Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen adopts the ordinance 
on second reading during its meeting on 
Aug. 2.

“This allows a tremendous amount of  con-
sistency and reduces a lot of  confusion with 
our sales associates, as well as our citizens,” 

Kingsport City Manager Chris McCartt said 
at a work session last week.

The current city ordinance states that beer 
can be sold beginning at noon on Sundays, 
but wine can be sold starting at 10 a.m.

The reason for the discrepancy is that 
Kingsport voted in 2001 to allow beer sales at 
noon.

Since then, the state voted to allow wine 
sales in grocery stores and the law set the 
starting time for those sales at 10 a.m.

The city, however, has never changed its 

CLIFF HIGHTOWER/KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

Wine lines the shelves at a local Walmart. The Kingsport BMA is set to approve an ordinance that would align the times for wine and beer sales in the city on Sundays.
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JONESBOROUGH — 
“Thoughts and prayers” is a 
cliche we use when facing the 
overwhelming challenges of  
human suffering, injustice and 
need. We offer our thoughts and 
prayers.

Sometimes, however, thoughts 
and prayers aren’t enough. When 
Ukraine was attacked, we 
watched the news in horror as 
communities were destroyed, 
innocent people were injured and 
killed and thousands sought 
refuge. Jonesborough United 
Methodist Church opened its 
doors for prayer, rang the church 
bell and then sought a way to help 
those who were displaced.

A couple from the church 
stepped forward to sponsor a 
Ukrainian family, the Prigodas, in 
relocating to Jonesborough. A 
house is now provided for the 
family, which is set to arrive on 
Aug. 3. 

Beer, wine could 
soon be sold at same 

time on Sundays

Cause of Eastman outage still unknown
By MARINA WATERS
mwaters@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Usually Eastman 
Chemical Company is operating to 
produce a range of  chemicals, 
fibers and plastic products at its 
Kingsport plant. But over the 
weekend, the plant only just 
regained power and has yet to 
restart after Friday’s power outage, 
unplanned shutdown and substance 
releases into the air and river.

Days later, unanswered questions 
remain.

“We are still working to identify 
the cause of  the outage,” said 
Kristin Parker, Eastman’s corpo-
rate communications spokesperson 

told the Times news in an email. 
“(Eastman) will provide more infor-
mation when it is available.”

Eastman experienced a power 
outage at about 10 a.m. on Friday, 
followed by the shutdown of  the 
plant. Eastman officials said methyl 
iodide and iodine were released into 
the air and appeared as a “purple 
plume” rising from a site flare.

In a 911 call the Times News 
obtained through a public records 
request to the city of  Kingsport, a 
caller is heard describing a “purple 

Local church 
helping 

Ukrainian 
family move 

to region

See EASTMAN, Page A2

Kingsport BOE calls for better 
communication with chemical plant

By RICK WAGNER
rwagner@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — 
Kingsport City Schools 
Board of  Education 
members expressed con-
cern Tuesday about a 
lack of  communication 
from Eastman Chemical 
Co. during Friday’s 

power outage, plant shut-

down and releases into 

the air and water, which 

resulted in a shelter in 

place recommendation 

for a time.

During the non-voting 

work session, BOE Vice 

President Todd Golden 

See UKRAINE, Page A3

See SUNDAYS, Page A3

See BABY DOE, Page A2

GoldenSee BOE, Page A2

Online
Visit www.
timesnews.net 
to hear 911 calls 
related to last 
week’s power 
outage, unplanned 
shutdown and 
substance releases 
at  Eastman.


