
Kingsport Farmers 
Market set to host 
Fall Festival. A6

NHRA racers try to put dangers 
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Hollywood’s Captain Kirk, 90-year-old William Shatner, blasted 

into space Wednesday in a convergence of science fiction and 

science reality, reaching the final frontier aboard a ship built by 

Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin company. A3
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Partly cloudy today 
with a possible 
record-tying high

From staff reports

NASHVILLE — With the Dec. 3 
deadline less than two months 
away, tnAchieves needs an addi-
tional 5,900 volunteer mentors 
across the state to support TN 
Promise applicants from the 
Class of  2022.

Sullivan County needs 158 
mentors to meet its goal of  218, 
while Hawkins County needs 50 
mentors to meet its goal of  77.

TN Promise, in partnership 
with tnAchieves, allows every 
graduating high school senior 
the opportunity to attend a com-
munity or technical college tui-
tion-free with mentor support.

Mentors spend one hour a 
month assisting students as they 
transition from high school to 

college. In 2022, mentors will 
have the choice to serve their stu-
dents either virtually or in 
person depending on the men-
tor’s preference.

Many of  the students that 
apply for the scholarship will be 
the first in their families to at- 
tend college. Mentors work with 
students to overcome barriers 
that previously prevented stu-
dents from accessing higher edu-
cation. In 2022, mentors will play 

a critical role in helping to re- 
verse negative enrollment trends 
brought on by the pandemic.

“The Class of  2022 has faced 
countless obstacles and chal-
lenges in their pursuit of  a high 
school diploma,” tnAchieves 
Director of  Mentors Tyler Ford 
said. “TnAchieves mentors offer 
the personal support and encour-
agement many students need to 
ensure their transition to college 
is smooth as they begin their 

post-secondary career motivated 
and prepared to realize their full 
potential.”

Graham Thomas, tnAchieves 
deputy director of  partnerships 
and government relations, said: 
“Ultimately there is no substitute 
for a committed, caring local 
support system. Our mentors 
offer support to students who 
may otherwise have nowhere 

Almost 6,000 mentors still needed for tnAchieves program

See MENTORS, Page A2
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WISE — A judge will hear motions Friday in 
the latest lawsuit filed against Pound Town 
council members by a council candidate and nine 
town residents.

Candidate Leabern Kennedy and residents 
Melissa Boggs, Scotty Cox, Brenda Crawford, 
Finley Jackson, Shandolyn Johnson, Janet 
Meade, Dianna Smith, Vernon Tompkins and 
Lynette Wells filed suit on Sept. 28 against the 
town, council members Glenn Cantrell, Danny 
Stanley, Clifton Cauthorne and interim appointee 
James Pelfrey over a Sept. 14 meeting.

The suit alleges that Town Attorney Cameron 
Bell had given a written opinion that three 
council members were required for a quorum to 
hold a meeting. However, only two members — 
Cantrell and Stanley — opened the Sept. 14 
meeting, according to official council minutes 
from that meeting.

Pound Town 
Council meeting 

Friday — in court

MARINA WATERS — MWATERS@TIMESNEWS.NET

Ryan Shipley’s soda company opened a few weeks ago at 2641 Fort Henry Drive in Kingsport. The soda parlor is open Monday through Saturday. 

By MARINA WATERS
mwaters@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — Ryan Shipley is 
ready to share the sweetness of  Shipley 
Soda Co. with Kingsport.

Shipley, 26, opened his ice cream and 
soda shop at 2641 Fort Henry Drive 
about a month ago. He and his wife 
were inspired to bring a dessert shop 
similar to a former place in Nashville, 
he said, to the heart of  Kingsport.

“We saw a need in the area,” Shipley 
said on a quiet Tuesday afternoon. 
“There’s really no dessert or ice cream 
places in Kingsport. We travel fre-
quently and one of  the places we go to 
in Nashville is called the Soda Parlor 
that was extremely similar to this. We 
said, ‘Let’s do a soda parlor.’ ”

The shop specializes in waffle sun-
daes, which consist of  a freshly made 
Belgian waffle, two scoops of  ice cream 
and toppings.

“It’s kind of  like a dinner,” Shipley 
said of  the hearty sundaes. “It’s a lot.”

Shipley said he aims to use small-
scale or local ingredients as much as 
possible.

The waffles are made in-house while 
the ice cream comes from Homestead 
Creamery in Wirtz, Virginia. He said 
the brand is also used by Blackbird 
Bakery in Bristol, which also made 
him opt for the Virginia brand of  ice 
cream. Meanwhile, Shipley’s Rocky 
Mountain Soda Company drinks hail 

Shipley Soda 
Company looking 
to treat Kingsport

UVA Wise gets Apple 
recognition for 2019 
iPad implementation

Perfect 
timing

By MIKE STILL
mstill@timesnews.net

WISE — Two years and two months ago, UVA 
Wise Chancellor Donna Henry was helping pass 
out about 1,400 brand new iPads to students and 

staff  at the college’s 
fall convocation.

On Wednesday, after 
a pandemic and a four-
year technology plan 
that got compressed 
into two years, Henry 
and college officials 
got recognition from 
Apple Inc. as a 
Distinguished School 
for making the devices 
an integral part of  stu-
dent learning and fac-
ulty teaching methods.

Apple executives 
Anne VanMiddles- 
worth, Bob Whicker 
and Jack Burns joined 
students and adminis-
trators for the official 
announcement of  the 
honor. UVA Wise now 

is one of  more than 30 U.S. colleges and universi-
ties with the Distinguished School designation, 
which means the college has demonstrated inno-
vation and significant progress using iPads and 
associated technology for education.

MIKE STILL — MSTILL@TIMESNEWS.NET

UVA Wise Chancellor Donna 
Henry is shown with a table 
filled with new iPads and 
accessories awaiting 
freshman and new transfer 
students in August 2019.

“We love Kingsport. We see a ton of potential in it. Kingsport has such a strong 

community .... There is room for a dessert or ice cream shop. So we just did it.”
— Ryan Shipley, owner of Shipley Soda Co.
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